£) 00006/
FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

1J|I-E-2
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION |
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Address 5 Claremont Street

N Franklin Ives®on House

Present ux= residential

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form _ o
Photo number Tiarvy Hi'abediaii and’

Present owner Hose Paloian

3. Description:

Date ca.lS7ii.

Source Citv directories

Rolls 5,8 Hish Victorian Gothic

Style

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect A.P, Cutting
in relation to nearest cross streets and ’
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric brick

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features three-and-one-half stor”®

tower, pointed arch windoxvs and
entr™ , porch/domer at Jd i'loor,
buttresses

not
Altered significantly Dae

Moved no Date

1 _ Assessors' rook 6, p, 36
fA1 5. Lotsize: 7 8,900 sq.ft.

U
f{jzGKolOjQ(y"ei6"C

Ore acre or less Over ore acre

Approximate frontage r

Approximate distance of building from street
25'

VJ. and |-l, Searnan
6. Recorded by ed. B.R. PfeixTer

Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc.

December 1977
Date

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Franklin Wesson
Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates |lodging house (present)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Vlorcester's nost elaborate High Victorian Gothic st:*le house, the
Franklin VJesson House is a two-and-one-half storey brick structure which
rises froma plinth of hammered granite t oa hipped roof covered with
hexagonal pattern slates. Having a side-hall an, the house is entered
on itsfacade (south) through a three-and-one-half storey tower with a
high hip roof. The tower rises i n stages, having buttresses anda :
polnted-arch entry at t he first storeﬁ, narrow pointed-arch w ndows with
sandstone springers and keystones at the second storey, paired rectan-
gular wi ndows andblind pointed arches with oculi at the third storey.,
and a gabled dornmer andtrifoliate [ights at the roof. East of the tower
s a three-side bayv;hich rises toa dornmer andporch at the third storey,
VJindows throughout the house areset in pointed-arch frames with sand-
stone keystones and springers. Extending around the house at the |evel
of the springer of first and second storey w ndows and between the first
and second stories are belt courses of decorative bricicwork. Dormers
t hroughout vary, but al |l are decorated with aprons and open strap worKk.
Wth the exception of a two-storey wooden porch at the house's northeast
corner, the building is inoriginal condition. Surrounding the pro[)erty
s afine, original retaining wall of dressed granite. Plans and ele-
vations of the Wesson House were published in Bicknell's Wod and Brick
Buildings Wth Details (HewYork, AJ. Biclmell v Co,, 1673 - vol. |
pl ates 1].V and~J"b,

(cont,)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Bicknell, A.J, Wood and Brick Buildings with Details, (New York
AJ. Bic”™ell = Co., Ici75 vol. |, plates }"7-k-".
« Washburn,, G, Industrial Worcester, pp. 20?, 208 and 296,



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Comnunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMASIION V/orcester 1[1-E-2

Office of the Secretary, Boston - .
i'l'an.cxia
Property Name House

Indicate each item on inventory form vtfiich is being continued below.

9.
First occupied betVTeen 16714 and 1575, the Wesson House was built

for i<Yanklin Wesson, a founder of V/orcester's arms industry. In 1571
Wesson and a partner formed the firm of Wesson and Harrington for "the
purpose of manuracturing a shell-ejecting revolver”. This firm, later

became Harrington and Hichardson, the city's major gun manufacturer,
Vilesson occupied GQ Claremont Street tmtil the 1890S, after which the
property was sold to Charles Forbes, an attorney, and later to F, Thayer,
secretary of A,D, Thayer Cocloth manufacturers,

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



