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1. Name
historic Hale-Boynton House -(rJ*gf'" T'rril)

ada amm Boynton House

2. Location

Middle St.’\etrtr

N
street & number . not for publication

city, town Newbury 47By#arezaT” N/A vicinity of

state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
building(s) A private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worit in progress X educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition iVpcessible entertainment religious
object I S/ A process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nene "oard of Trustees, CGovernor Dunmer Acadeny

street & number n Street

dity,town (Byfield) Ijewbury TMAM vidnity of dae Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

aurthouse regdry d deds dc Essex County Registry of Deeds
dred & nnbr 32 Federal Street

city, town Salem dae M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

inventory of theHistoric Assets
title of the Commonwealth /~165 has this propaty bean daerminad digible? yes no

date June, 1972 federal X state county local

deoastay fo srvey rexrds M assachusetts Historical Commission, 294 vVashington St

city, town Boston state MA



7. Description Hale-Soynton House, Middle Street, Newbury, MA

Condition Check one Check one

-"excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
good ruins X_altered moved date
.fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Hal e- Boynton House (|764?1 I s a Georgian period dwelling |ocated onthe
ca\prus of Governor Dummer School i nByfield, a subsectionof the town of
Newoury, Massachusetts. | ti s situated ona small rise, rolling east
across Mddle Road, formerly the O d Bay Colony Road. The Governor
Dimer canpus, aninformally arranged group of domestic and noderate
scaled institutional buildings, occupies arural setting on the south bank
of the Parker River.

The house rises two-and-one-half stories high froma |low rubble stone
foundation. Above the symmetrical five baymin facade, twotwin interior
chi meysepunctuate an expansive, steeply pitched gable roof. A one story
addition, fifteen feet deep, extends across the rear of the house.
post and beam construction, the house i s clapboarded on the main (east)
and rear (west) elevations, andshingled onthe side elevations. Decor -
ative shingles i nthe gables date this alteration toc. 18901900 when
the house changed ownership for the first time. Oher extensivewoodwork
details such as the cornice andw ndow casings are sinple and restrained
in design. Theoriginal sixlight transom above the wide central doorway
Is characteristic of late |8th century rural designs. Other elements of
the entrance have been modified, although a c. 1951 view indicates that

a sinmple surround existed even before 1960 rehabilitation, which also
enlarged the earlier 6/6 sash t othe existing 12/12 double hung sash.

VWhile the exterior

“the . s strikingly handsome for its generous proportions
and dignified simpl

|
icity, It istheinterior which has drawn the nost

comment fromarchitectural historians. Fromthe traditional four room plan

with back t oback fireplaces, the plan departs significantly, arranging

five roons around a double anda triple fireplace chimey. The southern

stack i s rectangular with a shallowwest room The northern stack, al nmost

trapezoidal inplan, originally hadthree fireplaces; a nodest opening i n

the northeast room andtwo angled openings, one of small size I nthe

northwest room andthe other for the kitchen of quite vast proportions.

h the secod floor four shallowfireplaces are found i n each of the

corner roons: angled i nthe northwest roomandflush elsewhere. Through-

ot the house, raised Fanel wai nscck of varying elaboration accentuates

the chimmey breast walls.

The fireplace openings i nthe southwest roomandthe kitchen onthe first
floor are massive i nsize andcontain some wought iron cranes and hooks
still inplace. Raised wood paneling stretches across the top of the
openings with small closet doors near the ends. A smaller fireplace opaiing
for the northwest roomwas filled ininthe 1960 alteration.

The raised panel wainscot on the chimey walls of the front parlors and
bedroons on the first andsecond floors i s nearly identical. Cable

(continued)
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fluted pilasters flank thefireplaces and two-paneled chimeybreast.

Bol ection moldings surround thefirplace openings which retain nost of

their early hearth brick. Sections of bolection molding mark the dado

on thevertically panelled flanking walls and breast closet doors.

Though accoustical tile has been added tothefirst floor rooms, the
fascirated cornice has been preserved i nall the spaces and t hecenter
stairhall. Also preserved I nthestairhall arethequarter-turn with

| anding stairs; sawn and turned balusters; undul ating sawn string decoration;
and both dado and wainscot raised panelling.

t
a
n

The two rooms at t he second floor rear exhibit nodest versions of the
wai nscot i nthefront rooms. | ntheattic, several wall Eart|t|ons of
18" wide, |apped sheathing appear todate from theearly history of the
house when students f or t he Acadeny were boarded here; plaster partitions
probably were added c. 1960

A one story, clapboard porch and bedroom addition existed across therear
of thehouse prior to 1950» and were enlarged tothepresent size about
1960. At thesane time, bathroons were created out of small spaces ont he
first and second floors which involvedthefilling of the northwest
fireplace openi ng? on thefirst floor and removal of therear stairebetween
first ad second tloors. New wood flooring was laid at this time as well.

No outbuildingsassociated with thehouse remain standing, although
sub-surface foundations may exist, as well as discrete andscattered
trash deposits and evidence of past |andscaping. These archaeol ogical
resources nmay yield informationimportant forrelevant research questions
pertaining tochanges i nform function, ownership, andrural [Iifeways.



8. Significance Hale-Boynton House, Middle Street, Newbury, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation ,. law , science
1500-1599 A~~agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy — theater
1900- communications industry politics/government A _ transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1764 Builder/Architect Unknown
Statement  of Significance (in one paragraph) <M

The Hal e- Boynton House possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Conpleted I n 1764,

It i ssignificant for both i tshistoric associations and the excellent

preservation of i tsfine periodarchitectural detailing. The house

was built and owned for 133 years by theHale famly who were closely

associated with Governor Dumnmer Acadeny, theol dest boys' boarding school

in theUS  Subsequently, 1 twas owned by E Mody Boynton, inventor

of theMtoothed speed saw and thefirst working monorail systemi n the

countr%. Architecturally, as noted by Abbott Lowell Qummngs i n 1956,
ous

"(the e) contains i nan unusually unaltered condition, considerable
typical woodwork and hardware of it speriod. | naddition, i texhibits
out of theordinary arrangenent of thefireplaces."' Thus, the property

neets criteria B and C of t he National Register of Historic Places.

The history of theproperty began for theEnglish i n1634 when Richard
Dummer, Richard Saltonstall, and Henry Sewall contracted forthe

i mportation of cattle and selected this territory along theParker River
for settlement. By 1658, they had built a bridge across theriver and a
road, which was an i mportant segnent of the highway from Boston t oPorts-
mouth. The Hales were anong thefirst settlers i nthearea. 1733
Joseph Hale had built and was operating a tavern on this Bay Col ony Road,
he was alsoacordwainer and "gentleman."

His son. Captain Joseph Hale began keeping famly ledgers i nl738, which
were maintained for over a century and are a source of informationon the
Hal e- Boynt on House. An entry of 1764 states that thetavern was taken
down i nthat year and t he new Hal e house begun on t he sane site. A
Ihedg(ra]r entry of 1775 describes thepurchase of wallpaper and border for
the house.

Governor Dunmer Acadeny was founded i1 nl763, and Deacon Joseph Hal e and
his son Deacon Daniel, (of theByfield Congregational Church) served
successive terns as trustees for theAcadeny from 1786 to1837. The
latter boarded boys i ntheHale house for 451.00 a week over a periodof
45 years, and also supervised theAcadeny farm  ne boarder [ater recalled:
"lI...was received by Deacon Hale... theother boys were gathered around
an imense fireplace...Madam Hale put a tallow dip i n ny hand and escorted
ne tony bed chanber."2 Among t henore fanous of t he boarders i n the
house was Edward Preble of Portland, Miine (176/-1807) was later to
becone Cormodore Preble of theTripolitan War (180-05); hi ssquadron
Sﬂ\/ed as a training school for many distinguished subsequent naval
officers.

(continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

Architectural Preservation Associates. "The Hal e-Boynton House. Byfield.
Massachusetts.' Unpubl i shed manuscript on file! Massachusetts His-
torical Conmi ssion, Boston, My, [982.

Clippings file. Governor Dummer Acadeny Archives, Byfield, Massachusetts.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ acres

Quadrangle name Newburyport West Quadrangle scale 1'25» OOP
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached site plan.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

_ V| ginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner with _Sarah. Sweetser The |s
nametitle Bonnie Parsons Marxer. Architectural PreRPrvati nn A“Ronigt"R

agaizdion Massachusetts Historical Commissoinat?
dregt & nunbe 29" Washington Street telephone (617 )?27-8470

city or town Boston state MA 02108
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Parle Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer ~AC "ate

For NPS use only
| hereby certif*y that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

{Cont

)
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O July 20, 1897 theHale property was transferred by Ms. Todd of

Rowl ey and other Hale heirs toiVilliam 0 Knapp of Sonmersworth, NH but

on March 9i 1898, WIlliam D Knapp as trustee, transferred thepropertyto
Mbody Boynton and Charles E. Boynton i ntrust for life. Charles Boynton

died shortly after leaving theproperty toE Mody Boynton. The Boyntons

vere another Byfield famly of equally long residence. However, \"ereas the Hal e

fam ly typify steady and industrious farmers, tavern keepers and tradesnen,

the uoynton famly represents qualities of brilliant ingenuity coupled with

a fabled eccentricity. Enoch Boynton, a IocaIIY controversial character,

was noted for his experiments i ncultivating silkworms and spinning silk.

This attempt at creating a silk industry i nNew England failed when an

especially harsh winter i nl834 destroyed nost of the42,000nul berry

trees which he had raised on theproperty adjacent totheHale's.

Enoch Boynton's grandson, Eben Mbody Boynton, who took over theHale house
in 1898 was born i nGhio i n1840. E Mody first took residence i nMass-
achusetts i n1857 before moving west toenter thelumberingbusiness with
his brother. Faced with theextreme difficulty of felling black wal nut
trees, he invented theMtoothed speed saw, an important advancement for
the industry of its day.

By theearly 1860s, E Mody was a mllionaire fromthesales of his
patented saw | ntheearly 1870s, Boynton was sent as a representative
of theprestigious New York Board of Trade t o England, where, i n recog-
nition of his achievement, he was presented t o Queen Victoria.

In them d-1890s he began working on a formof steam powered nass trans-
portation known at thetime as theBicycle Railroad. Despite problens

in financing a full system he actualli/1 erected a short runat Coney Island
Prowng t he speed (over 100 mles per hour) of thedouble decker cars
I1led tocapacity. Boynton's plans for thesystem never cane to fruition,

bl ocked by theelectric railroad |obby. Still, Boynton persisted, inventing
along theway i nl 918 "Unsinkabl e Passenger Ships and Ccean Frei ght
Vessels for Sail or Steam Purposes.”"3 1 n 1920 thelnterstate Commerce

Comm ssion filed Lunancy Proceedings against hi mwhich cane t o nought.

In 1921, at theage of 81, E Muody Boynton remarried i ntheparlor of

the Hal e-Boynton House, and died si x years |ater. Hi swdow sold a portion
of theproperty to Governor Dunmer Acadeny i n 1929 and conveyed t he house
in 1951. The Acadeny has since used thebuildings, the second ol dest on
canpus, as a residencefor faculty and students.

Due tothelong residency of thetwo famly occupants, thehouse has under-
gone very littler alteration fromits original construction. Each of the

(continued)
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four major roons on thetwo floors retains theoriginal wood paneling,
fireplaces and cornices. The overall character of theexterior has also
been preserved, with thel960 addition sensitively added t ot he back of

the house. As summarized by & S Appleton, Director of the Society for
the Preservation of New England Antiquities i n1933, "it 1 s extremely

good i nsone ways and very good i nothers, and ahouse well worth preserving
in itspresent condition. |t has been altered at times but everything

wel | done and i nan interesting way, and theflavor of antiquity i sover
the whole. |t i sdecidedly a worthwhile building.""

MAbbott Lowel| Qummngs t oM s. Mody Boynton, Correspondence i n Collection
of theSociety for thePreservation of New England Antiquities, 1956.

NNy School Days at Byfield", Daily Evening Herald. March 3. 1885,
clipping I nGovernor Dummer Acadeny Archives.

MPatent no. 1, 279,079 of theissue dated Septenber 17, 1918, Application
of BMB for Unsinkable Passenger Ships and Ccean Freight Vessels for

Sail or SteamPurposes. CGovernor Dunmer Acadeny Archives.

h.
Wlliam S Appleton toMs. Mody Boynton, Correspondence i nCollectionof
the Society for thePreservation of New England Antiquities, 1933.
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Elwell, John Lewis. The Story of Byfield.
E Littlefield, Boston, 1904.

Fuess, Carl M (ed.) and Scott H Paradise. The Story of Essex County.
NY., 1935.

Ragl e, John. Governor Durmmer Acadeny History. Newburyport, 1963.

A New Engl and Parish. George
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
II1111lral Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 24, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places -y
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull: Ne
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation forms:

Boston - Harvard Avenue Fire Station (Local)
Dedham - Anes School (Local)

Needham - Anos Ful | er House (Local) o i
U-"?v7bury - Hal e- Boynton House (Local)
Northbri d% - Rockdal e Gommon Housing District (Local)
- Upper Worthington Historic District (Local)

Wpr| ngfield
nchester - Town Hall (Local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState Preview Board and have
been signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were afforded theopportunityto
cmee?t Comments received todate areattache tothenom na-
tion forns. .

Sincerely,

Candace /JertRins
Registraj:i>Dn Director

CJ/lk



