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OWNER'S NAME:

William Matthews, Jr.
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Atlanta
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Meriwether County Courthouse
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DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

w Built of hand -made, Georgia clay brick circa 1860, the Harman -Watson - 
Matthews House was originally a simple Greek Revival style house, but
presently is renovated-in ^version ,.<2f-the.,colonial style. "^(See Significance)

\The original Harman House was a one and one-half story, brick house with 
a central, square columned temple form portico. Gauged flat arches in brick 
defined the windows and the oak grained rear and front double doors had a 
four pane transom. The central hall, four square room plan featured interioi 
end chimneys with simple mantels in each room. ^The half story above had 
only two rooms, one of which was panelled with 12 to 16 inch pine. The 
remaining interior walls were plastered brick.

\
About 1880, a dining room and kitchen ell was added to the rear of the 

house across the back porch, and a porch added on the inner side of the ell. 
Sometime after 1896 the temple form portico was removed and a full, flat-- 
roofed porch was added. N^

In the restoration that took place in 1971, the flat roof front porch 
and the rear 1880 additions were removeds^The front facade presently has 
no porch, only semi-circular brick steps.

Situated near the unpaved Odessadale-Stovall-Durand Road, the house 
stands on a two hundred acre/frlpisr^ ̂ Tsqme of which has significant granite 
outcroppings. ^r'^
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The Harman-Watson-Matthews House, built c.1860, by Luther Merriman 
Harman, is the oldest brick house in Meriwether County.

When slaves made brick for the Harmon-Watson-Matthews House, it was 
intended that they make enough for two houses, but the kiln collapsed 
and only the Harman house was built. Its owner, Luther Merriman Harman, was 
born in Chatam County, North Carolina, February 16, 1817, and had moved 
with his parents from North Carolina to Monroe County, Georgia and then to 
Meriwether County in the fall of 1827 in time for the land rush established 
by the Georgia legislature. In 1845 Harman was married to Catherine M. 
Williams.

Soon after Luther Merriman Harman's death in 1892, the house was sold 
to Robert Watson, whose family owned it until William M. Matthews purchased 
it in 1971.

The house, as an architectural example, is significant for its bold, 
four square room central hall plan, its original wood graining and the fact that 
it was of brick construction. With the possible future addition of the temple 
form portico, the restoration that Matthews began in 1971 would be nearer 
completion. He had been proceeding with this alone, before hearing of the 
Register, to make the house liveable as a weekend retreat; with the Historical 
Commission's advice and new historical data, he intends to renovate as 
close to the documents as possible; the "colonial style" brick steps, for 
example, will be replaced by a copy of the original porch known from an 
1896 photograph which turned up during the research to complete this form.
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National Register.
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