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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gate House is a large Colonial style home. Built in 181£, it 

remains in excellent condition toady. Of special note is the hal,x ^ :-:

with its curved door and stairway. The grounds are neatly trimmeld: /V 5
• V" ' ••*
\ s 3

and surrounded by a stone wall. \
x

The Gate-Adams House, like many of the Coloriial Homes of the Maine coastal

regions is marked by the absence of a front porch. This is partly due to 
the extremely mild summers and the dark winters, requiring maximum light 
in the stair hall entry. The Gate-Adams House captures a unique and 
delightful stair hall lighting effect in the use of the frontispiece 
doorway with the overhead fanlight in the form of an arch eliptical in 
shape, glazed and filled with a wooden slab fan.
This home was built in the days when Castine was an important shipping 
center.
Maritime traditions continue much alive within the walls of the Gate- 
Adams House, for this is the president domicile of the Executive Officer 
for the Maine Maritime Academy.
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The Gate House or Adams House was built in 1815 for Thomas and Ja*ie 
Russell Adams. Their granddaughter, Mrs. Anna Dole, was brought up 
here. It was in this house that on May 19, 1873, she married Sanford 
Do^ke, who became the first and only president of Hawaii in 1893- Later 
Dole became the first Governor of Hawaii. Dole was a relation of 
James Dole, the Hawaiian pineapple baron.

Harriet Beecher Stdwe spent some months at the house at one time.
V

Homes such as the Gate House were built when Castine was one of the 
wealthiest towns of its size in Maine.
Thomas Adams was born at Pembroke, New Hampshire, July 3, 1?83» He died 
in Roxbury, Massachusetts, December 18U?« He married May 23, 1815>, to 
Miss Jane Russell of St. Andrews, New Brunswick. His active business 
life was passed at Castine and he was a Representative to the General 
Court of Massachusetts as well as a selectman for the town. 
Jane Elizabeth Gate (Born April 11, 181? and died 1891) was the daughter 
of Thomas and Jane Russell Adams. After her marriage to Charles Gate, 
January 12, 1839, she continued to live in her girlhood home, the fine 
old place at the corner of Court and Pleasant Streets. It was her 
daughter, Anna, who married the Hon. Sanford B. Dole. Mrs. Gate spent 
her remaining years in Castine raising not only her own family, but 
later the six children of her brother when they became too far advanced 
for the inefficient schools of Honolulu.
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