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Burlington Northern Railroad
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1970
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
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heck O
CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent [ Good [] Fair [].  Deteriorated [] Ruins [ Unexposed []
heck O Check O
INTEGRITY ,, (Ohock one) (Check One)
Altered [i Unaltered [} Moved [7] Original Site fg]

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
7. Description

The Union Depot was erected in the area of Duluth which was originally
the town of Freemont. Located just south of the present day business
‘district on the shores of Lake Superior, the structure is ideally
situated for its proposed use as an urban historie and cultural center.

Embodying the characteristics of the French Chateau style, this
unique public building is a pleasing part of the Duluth Iandscape. The
exterior is symmetrical about the entrance with steeply pitched roof
masses building up to the towering centtal portion., The windows are
framed with limestone and each unit is subdivided by a limestone cross.
A trio of arches miKe up the street level entrance, and an ornate
pedimenf”d _dormer rises ligh above ‘“the central arch. The *Eaiaﬁgular
forms are relieved by Dreaect;gg circular towers topped by gently..
flaring witches hats. The total effect is that of an eighteenth century
French chateau.

Early in the 20th Century the cast iron portico was added over the

arched entrance. The original slate roof and fanciful chlmneys were
removed in 1953,
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8. Signigicance:

This impressive French Chateau structure is recognized as a significant
part of the heritage of the city of Duluth. Characteristic of the
elaborate and massive buildings which were being built in the late 1800's
the Depot reflected the affluence and prosperity of this quickly growing
commercial center. It is an excellent example of the many majestic
terminals constructed during the early days of the development of the
powerful railroad companies. For Duluth it represented contact with
the coasts of “thé nation. ”Desaggsﬁ’by the distinguished and nationally
prominent firm of Peabody & Stearns of Boston, the Duluth Union Depot
remains truly unique and distinctive among the public buildings in
Minnesota.

The Depot has recently been connected by a mall and parkway to the
nearby civic center complex designed in the early 1900's by Daniel
Burnhem. The Depot will remain as one of the "anchor" buildings in an
urban renewal area and together with the Burnham buildings will form an
open flowing city complex.

The Depot itself is to be converted into a public, non-profit culturall
center housing the St. Louis County Historical Society, the Duluth Art
Institute, the Duluth Playhouse, and the Chlsholm.Museum. This step is
being planned to improve upon the maintenance of the structure while
putting it in service to the community. No changes w111 be made which might
destroy the architectural character, and certain d idl be restored.
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Aquar, Charles. E., Recommendations for State Historic Site Designation,

October 22, 1968.

Scott, James A., National Architects: Their Image Upon Duluth, 1889-
1916, 1967.
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6. Representation in existing surveys: (cont.)

Minnesota State Register
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Minnesota Historical Society
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10, Geographical Data

Latitude Longitude
448 4t s 92° 06112

GPO 921.724



U.5.G.5. 7.5 Quadrangle
Duluth, Minnesota

1953  1:24000
Union Depot
46° 46' 44"

ysb‘slélyqu

Iong.
92° 06! 26"

sigi V(.

)

2\
v §§@ 2

3.5 MI.TO MINN. 194
& HO: o EANE

COTTON 39 M!.

/4\\‘

S ,

58

7% S AP A \ i \ Rz \ \
A Jod N I \\\\\\ \\'¢ 2 3
REN(WLY, N WA X .
§§ﬁf/f \@§&§§§§*fm4 150 NN V.
S S w$\¥§§§y % 5N
35”;2 g ,x§;§§§§§§§ S . 23& . ,
3 S y -\ ° 1 \~\\O \ ‘ . ~y“. \ ‘-.‘_\k : S
g § / ' 583 §\\§§\\\§\Q ‘2 o 1, ‘? s © : adio T5wer
T. 49 N.[a® RN \:\\\\\\k < i Nbos . -
% — R A \\\ X e Hea_grdmg RNY 2
age NN “® 0 stend T2l
Disposal - o AN 15 7 NN :
I 4 0 ' AN i | Park Poi‘%Scﬁ ‘
e : : \ AR
. ; 5 AN
S RN Wk -
Z , o >‘
\a% . OO ‘ ) AR i n X : 1\‘ 5 .
'(:5’ LN X . l \\ Lighty - 3. :
s178 | . *frff’"/ —C:Hfm’ 9 BNGY \\ SUPER I OR BAY ‘\:
: " «\,\ A U4 - ~ 3@ X \ . “O.t‘!
\ o 0?' o & o ”‘;0 604 T N
N p ‘x ’ <2 Y. RS AN ‘\‘ ght . :
e . TR 5}97 2 \\ fiterstate Bridge 2%
46°45 ) - : ,‘ R . O (Toll) A : j
92°07'30" 567 . ) 568 . 2 250 000 FEAT] \ ggfgﬁ/ggéﬁvocg;e;:zﬁss) 2.4 M1 5
& Mapped, edited, and published by the Geolo%&al Survey '
0\)":;:‘ Control by USGS, USC&GS, and U. S. Lake Surgq “*MN 1
- Y M E
@9;4« N - Topography from aerial photographs by multiplex (gpthods N
N Aerial photographs taken 1952. Field check 19 1000 9
: Hydrography from U. S, Lake Survey Charts 96 (I:].20 000) A%°
: a1’ GO MILS
and 966 (1:15000) . &L _ "1—02—?4‘E§ 8O MILS 1E
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datu . . . ’
10,000-foot grid based on Minnesota coordinate system, north zone ) P
A R ML A TR . —ncc




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

!Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

f———Minnesota
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | “*”™"st, Louis

PROPERTY MAP FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE
£ n

common: Nuluth Union Depot

7

STREET AND NUM BER:

- _Fifth Avenue West and Michigan Street
CITY OR TOWN:

) - Duluth
STATE: coDE |COUNTY:

St Louis.

CODE

UeS.G.S. 7.5 Quadrangle , Duluth, Minnesota
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