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ARCHITECTUR\L SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

Said by a neighbor to have been moved from Haven Street,
this seems likely, as the house shows evidence of early
construction techniques, and of having been altered, but
no building appears on this site until late 1889. It
probably began as a vernacular Georgian-Federal form, but
now has been remodelled to house 2 families. The side
wings and front bays were probably added at the time. The
colored glass lights spandrels, pedimented gable supported

A by volutes are all Queen Anne features. This is an excellent

JtiISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

Thomas Browne, who owned the house by 1928, came to Reading
from lIreland in 1905, and began his career here as an employee
of the Eastern Massachusetts Railroad Co. which operated the
trolley cars on Salem and the major streets of Reading from
1894 until 1932-33. The trolley barns were at the corner of
Harrison Street nearby. Brown roomed in the house, but took

his meals across the street at 55 Salem Street. In 1928,
Thomas Browne was a letter carrier. |n the house, besides
Thomas and his wife, lived a mechanic, a carpenter, and a
telephone operator. Evidently it was ejther a boarding house

or divided into apartments.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION ~

The Harnden-Browne House is significant as an example of a building which
evolved stylistically over time and was altered in the late 19th century

to meet the changing housing needs of the community. It retains integrity
of der' ";n, materials, setting and workmanship and meets Criterion C of the

National Register.

BIBLIOGR-APM' and/or REFERENCES

1889 map. no
Bishop, Vignettes of Reading History

Barclay, Miriam, "1t Happened on Haven Street"” published in
Reading Chronicle.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Harnden-Browne House (Reading MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CD resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

e appeal
Substantive Review: CZ sample .

Reviewer's comments:

request

Nomination returned for .technical corrections cited below
“Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Ownership
Public Acquisition

Category

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition
excellent | | deteriorated
CH good CD ruins

o fair CD unexposed

Status

appeal

Accessible

yes * no

Check OM
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity
| | alterations/integrity
e dates

| Iboundary selection

Working No.. UN 4 1934

Fed. Reg. Date: /
Date Due: 7-"-7"/ Ay~/'"9~*-A
Action:
_i=iriETURN. -A-/ ?AV
.REJECT.

Federal Agency:

CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

jl/Verbal boundary description and justification MAMAMAAMAA - AL Mo «---'<-t_ A

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed (_"-~v f cSy/AnrtAnaia Ne'tA A-A—e . Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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ARHTECIIR AL SSAQNFICANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and

/

evaluate interns of other buildings within comunitv)

Said by a neighbor t ohave been noved from Haven Street,
this seens |ikely, as the house shows evidence of early
construction techniques, and of having been altered, but
no building appears on this site until late 1889. | t
probably began as a vernacul ar Georgian-Federal form but
now has been remodelled t ohouse 2 families. The side
«wings and front bays were probably added at thetime. The
colored glass lights spandrels, pedimented gable supported
by volutes areal | Queen Anne features. This i s an excellent

LISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

Thomas Browne, who owned the house by 1928, came to Reading
from Ireland in 1905, and began his career here as an employee
of the Eastern Massachusetts Railroad Co. which operated the
trolley cars on Salem and the major streets of Reading from
1894 until 1932-33. The trolley barns were at the corner of
Harrison Street nearby. Brown roomed in the house, but took
his meals across the street at 55 Salgn Street. In 1928,
Thomas Browne was a letter carrier. |n the house, besides
Thomas and his wife, lived a mechanic, a carpenter, and a
telephone operator. Evidently it was either a boarding house
or divided into apartments.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

The Harnden-Browne House is significant as an example of a building which
evolved stylistically over time and was altered in the late 19th century

to meet the changing housing needs of the community. It retains integrity
of derr;.",n, materials, setting and workmanship and meets Criterion C of the

National Register.

BIBLIOGR-APM and/or REFERENCES

1889 map. no
Bishop, Vignettes of Reading History
Barclay, Miriam, "It Happened on Haven Street" published in

Reading Chronicle.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
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CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data
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Quadrangle name

UTM References
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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