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peSCWPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

g ] E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d [ 3 ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved g ] O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The d i s t r i c t designated as Old Harvard Yard consists of a l a r g e , t r e e -
shaded, roughly rectangular open space and smaller p e r i p h e r a l spaces t o 
the west and south. A d j o i n i n g on the east are p o r t i o n s of Harvard Yard 
t h a t developed a f t e r the designated d i s t r i c t , achieving t h e i r present 
character i n the t w e n t i e t h century. The Old Yard's spaces are defined 
by f r e e s t a n d i n g b u i l d i n g s , most of which are three or four s t o r i e s h i g h 
and b u i l t of b r i c k . The o l d e s t b u i l d i n g , Massachusetts H a l l , dates 
from 1718;^he other b u i l d i n g s t h a t help define the p r i n c i p a l space were 
b u i l t over the succeeding century and a h a l f . The only t w e n t i e t h century 
b u i l d i n g s , a l l of which are compatibly neo-Georgian i n s t y l e , are on the 
periphery of the d i s t r i c t , w a l l i n g i t o f f from surrounding t r a f f i c noise. 

\ 
A l l the Old Yard's b u i l d i n g s are (or were b u i l t as) d o r m i t o r i e s or academi 
b u i l d i n g s except Wadsworth House, a two-story, gambrel-roofed wooden dwell 
b u i l t i n 1726 as an o f f i c i a l residence f o r .Harvard presidents and used as 
such u n t i l 1849. Nearly a l l the Old Yard's b u i l d i n g s have been remodeled 
the i n s i d e , but t h e i r e x t e r i o r i n t e g r i t y remains i n t a c t . 
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H M i l i t o r y 

• Mus ic 
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losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp ture 

1 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

The impetus for the founding of Harvard College was the desire of early 
s e t t l e r s to obtain a supply of learned ministers for t h e i r Congregational 
churches and of educated men to carry on the work of the c i v i l government. 
Denied admission'v to English colleges and unive r s i t i e s because of 
t h e i r Puritan b e l i e f s , these s e t t l e r s saw that t h e i r only recourse was to 
set up a college of t h e i r own and i n 1636 the assembly of the Bay Colony 
provided a grant of ,f400 for founding one. Two years later the college 
opened i n Cambridge. I t was named after i t s f i r s t benefactor. Rev. John 
Harvard who, dying at the age of t h i r t y , l e f t the college half his fortune 
and a l i b r a r y of 400 volumes. In 16_50, Harvard College was given a chartei 
by the Bay Colony which declared i t s purpose to be "the advancement of a l l 
good l i t e r a t u r e , arts and sciences." 

Harvard College had no r i v a l s i n the English Colonies u n t i l the founding oi 
the College of William and M^ry i n 1691 and of Yale i n 1701 and i n i t s 
development of the l i b e r a l arts curriculum i n the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries the college continued to set both the pace and the pattern for 
higher education i n America. Thus, Old Harvard Yard contains one of the 
most important groupings of h i s t o r i c college buildings i n the nation. 

Eighteenth century buildings i n Old Harvard Yard include: 

Tjlassachusetts H a l l , b u i l t i n 1718. This i s the College's oldest existing 
building and has been designated a National Historic Landmark^ During the 
1930's the f i r s t story became the o f f i c e of the university administration. 
The rest of Massachusetts Hall serves i t s o r i g i n a l functionas a dormitory; 

s 
t H o l l i s H a l l , which was constructed i n 1762 by Thomas Dawes, master builder, 
and has always served as a dormitory. During the American Revolution, 
Ho l l i s Hall served as barracks f o r troops, as did Massachusetts Ha l l ; 

^Harvard H a l l , b u i l t i n 1764 by Thomas Dawes from designs by Governor Francis 
J Bernard. I t o r i g i n a l l y housed the college l i b r a r y , chapel, dining h a l l anc. 
classrooms (including a "philosophy chamber" for s c i e n t i f i c experiments). 
The building remains an important example of Georgian architecture although 
the f r o n t facade has been somewhat altered by twentieth century alterations , 

Nineteenth century structures i n Old Harvard Yard include: 

"^Stoughton H a l l , b u i l t i n 1804 by Thomas Dawes from designs by Charles Bulf; 
Although i t s massing was mpied from H o l l i s H a l l , Stoughton exhibits 

nch. 
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(Number all entrlee) 

8. Significance (continued) ' 

charcteristics of Bulfinch's Federal s t y l e , notably the f l a t w all surfaces; 

. 'university H a l l , b u i l t i n 1813 by Charles Bulfinch and designated a National 
Historic Landmark. Constructed to take over some of Harvard Hall's functions 
d i chapel and commons. University Hall now contains administrative off i c e s of the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences. The John Harvard statue i n f r o n t — a n ideal 
p o r t r a i t , since no likeness of the college's benefactor i s known—is the 
work of Daniel Chester French; 

Johnson Gate, and imposing neo-Georgian gateway, the e a r l i e s t section of 
McKim, Meade and White's brick and iron fencing of Harvard Yard. "^Donated by 
various alumni classes and b u i l t during the years following 1889, the fencing 
helped give unity to the Yard's diverse buildings 

In addition to the h i s t o r i c and arch i t e c t u r a l values represented by the varicjus 
buildings, the Old Yard i t s e l f i s one of the fi n e s t man-made spaces i n the 
country. The buildings of three centuries work together to create an area oi 
character and t r a n q u i l i t y j u s t a few steps from the bustle of twentieth-
century Harvard Square. , \ , 
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May 8, 1972 

National Register of Historic Places „ 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street, N . W. 

Washington, D. C. 20005 CERTIFIED MAIL 

Attention: Miss Mary Means 

Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 

1. Old Harvard Yard, Cambridge, Massachusetts (Middlesex County). 

0. Fruitlands Museums, Harvard, Massachusetts (Worcester County), 
These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 

Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X . Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer. 

Sincerely yours, 

UchardW. Hale, J r . p 
Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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