Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
; INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
[1. NAME"
C OMMON:
Old Harvard Yard
AND/OR HISTORIC:
E LOCATION

CongrRHsi.onal Di.atrint R

STREET AND NUMBER:
Massachusetts Avenue and Canbridge Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge

STATE
Massachusetts
5. CLASStFICATION

CATEGORY
fCheck One)

CopE COUNTY:

OWNERSHIP

E  District . Building Public Public Acquisition:

H Private I I In Process

Both

Site . Structure

Object I | Being Considered

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agriculturol 1 1 Government Park

1 | Commercial I 1 Industrial
[3

r~| Privofe Residence

Educational Military I 1 Religious

Entertainment 1 1 Museum 1 1 Scientific

"4, OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME:

President and Fellows of Harvard Col | ege
STREET AND NUMBER:

Massachusetts Hall
CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge
LOC ATFON-OF' LEGA S RIPTION"

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC;
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:

Canbridge and Third Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

STATE

Cambridge

PFEPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of Historic Assets of Massachusetts
1967

DEPOSI TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical
STREET AND NUMBER:

Archives Miseum State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Bost on

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal S State

Conmi ssi on

STATE:

Massachusetts

Massachusetts

Massachusetts

W6 Ao HIN

STATE:

Massachusetts
COUNTY:

M ddl esex

FOR NPS LEEANLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Middlesex

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

STATUS

P5 Occupied Yes:

I 1 Unoccupied g] Restricted

Unrestricted
No

Preservation v”ork L1

in progress

| Transportotion I I Comments

Other (Specify)

CODE

02b

025

1 1 County Locol

CODE

025

ro

30



peSCWPTION

(Check One)

g] Excellent . Good . Foir . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [3" Unaltered « Moved g] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The district designated as Ol d Harvard Yard consists of a |large, tree-
shaded, roughly rectangular open space and smaller peripheral spacesto
the west and south. Adjoining on theeast areportions of Harvard Yard
that devel oped after thedesignated district, achieving their present
character i nthetwentieth century. The Ol dYard' s spaces are defined
by freestanding buildings, nmost of which arethree or four stories high
and built of brick. The oldest building, Massachusetts Hall, dates
from 1718; “he other buildings that help define theprincipal space were
built over thesucceeding century and a half. The only twentieth century
buildings, all of which are compatibly neo-Georgian i nstyle, areonthe
periphery of thedistrict, wallingi toff from surrounding traffic noise.

All theOl dVYard's buildings are (or were built as) dormitories or academ
buildings except Wadsworth House, a two-story, gambrel-roofed wooden dweIIing
built i nl726 as an official residence for .Harvard presidents and used as
such until 1849. Nearly alltheOl dYard s buildings have been remodel ed Dnm
the inside, but their exterior integrity remains intact.
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian I . 16th Century g] 18th Century H '~Oth Century
15th Century . 17th Century 0 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (U Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal n Education . Political ° Urban Plonning/Jn'» "
P-VshiAtocisi: -En~"AneefArMf- -E3-Religton/Phi
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
I | Agriculture I | Invention I | Science
S Architecture [ I Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture 1 1 Social/Human-
I | Commerce I | Literature itarian
[ I Communications H  Militory Theater
r~I Conservation Music I | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The inpetus for thefounding of Harvard College was thedesire of early
settlers toobtain a supply of learned ministers for their Congregational
churches and of educated nen tocarry on thewrk of thecivil government.
Deni ed admi ssion'v t oEnglish colleges and universities because of

Z their Puritan beliefs, these settlers sawthat their only recourse wasto

0 set up a college of their own and i n 1636 t he assembly of t he Bay Col ony
provided a grant of ,f400 for founding one. Two years later thecollege

I- opened i nCanbridge. | twas naned after itsfirst benefactor. Rev. John

u Harvard who, dying at t heage of thirty, left thecollege half his fortune
and a library of 400 volumes. | n16 50, Harvard College was given a chartei

by t he Bay Col ony which declared it spurpose t obe "the advancenent of al |
good literature, arts and sciences."

Harvard College had no rivals i ntheEnglish Colonies until thefounding oi
Z the College of Wlliamand Mry i n1691 and of Yale i n170landin its

devel opment of theliberal arts curriculumi ntheeighteenth and nineteenth

centuries thecollege continued t oset both thepace and t hepatternfor

ai hi gher education in America. Thus, O dHarvard Yard contains one of the
uJ nost i mportant groupings of historic college buildingsi nthe nation.
to

Ei ghteenth century buildings i nO dHarvard Yard include:

Tjlassachusetts Hall, built i n1718. This i stheCollege's oldest existing
building and has been designated a National Historic Landmark”® During the
1930's thefirst story becane t heoffice of theuniversityadm nistration.
The rest of Massachusetts Hall serves itsoriginal functionas a dormtory;

S

tHollis Hall, which was constructed i n1762 by Thonmas Dawes, master builder,
and has always served as a dormitory. During theAnerican Revol ution,
Hol l'is Hall served as barracks for troops, as did Massachusetts Hall;

AHarvard Hall, built i n1764 by Thonas Dawes from designs by Governor Francis
JBernard. | toriginally housed thecollege library, chapel, dining hall anc.
classrooms (including a "philosophy chanber" for scientific experiments).

The building remains an inmportant exanple of Georgian architecture although
the front facade has been sonmewhat altered by twentiethcentury alterations,

Ni neteenth century structuresi nO dHarvard Yard include:

"AStoughton Hall, built i n1804 by Thonas Dawes from designs by Charles Bul f; nch.
Al'though itsmassing was mpi ed from Hollis Hall, Stoughton exhibits



9. MAJORBI BLf bGRAPH CAL REFERENCES
Bail, Hamilton Vaughan. Viewsof Harvard. Canbridge, Mass, 1949. Passim

Final Report of theBoston National Historic Sites Conm ssion.
Washi ngton, D. C, 1961.

Rettig, Robert Bell. Guide to Canbridge Architecture: Ten Walking Tours.
Canbri dge, Mass., 1969.

QCGaRAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OFA PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LON GITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o > n o * w
o
42 ° 22" 30 71 o7 ' 30
NE o > 1* o t n
SE o > M werweo
sw o ( - o « m
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATED PROPERTY: c . 10 aCres
ILIST ALLSTATES ANDC COUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES
m
CODE COUNTY
m
COUNTY:
NAME AND TITLE:
n

Robert B. Rettig. Associate Survey Director

ORGANI ZATION

: Cambridge Historical Commission 9/29/69

STREET AND NUMBER:

57 Inman Street

DATE

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Cambridge Massachusetts 025
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTIFICA |1ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

roo>e(>. [i.-'-e eerr i, r.-1.

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer fortheNa- o ) o )
| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe

tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in the National Register and certify that ithas been
evaluated according to the criteria and'procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

jtional E State - Loca Q

National Register.

Chief, Ollice ol Archeology andTfistoric Preservation

Name
rOHN F.X . DAVOREN

Secretary of the Commonwealth

Chairman,
Massachusetts Historical Conmss g,

Pate 5/3/72 Date

Title
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(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  SoUunTY
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ENTRY NUMBER

(Continuation Sheet)
(Number all  entrlee)

8. Significance (continued) '
charcteristics of Bulfinch's Federal style, notably theflat wall surfaces;

. ‘university Hall, built i n1813 by Charles Bulfinch and designated a National
Historic Landmark. Constructed t otake over some of Harvard Hall's functions
di chapel and commons. University Hall now contains administrative offices of the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences. The John Harvard statue i nfront—an ideal
portrait, since no likeness of thecollege's benefactor i s known—sthe
work of Daniel Chester French;

Johnson Gate, and inposing neo-Ceorgian gateway, theearliest section of
MKim Made and White's brick and iron fencing of Harvard Yard. "“Donated by
various alumi classes andbuilt during theyears following 1889, t he fencing
hel ped give unity totheYard s diverse buildings

In additiontothehistoric and architectural values represented by the varicjus
buildings, thedO dYard itself i sone of thefinest nman-nade spaces i n the
country. The buildings of three centuries work together tocreate an areaoi
character and tranquility just a fewsteps from t hebustle of twentieth-

century Harvard Square. , \
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON: Old Harvard Yard

AND/OR HISTORIC;
2, LOCATION

/\/\""/\/\/\/\tts

CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge

CODE COUNTY :
STATE:

Avenue and Cambridge Street

STATE

Massachusetts
COUNTY

Middlesex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY">K3M%BF»' t~- DATE

jy "MFIHJ72 A
N NEGISTER X V7

CODE

Massachusetts 025 Middlesex 017

3. MAP REFERENCE

tomn ...,

irin,.a MassaX..... AN Historical ro
SLALE  approx. 1:600
|IDATE= 1969

\4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

..1..1on staff from Inventory fo.m
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PROPERTY MAP FORM  FOINPS USE ONLY =
L,ENTRY'*IM (e T\DAT
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
Z Ih KAME
0 couw@ O d Harvard Yard
AND/OR HISTORIC:
a. LOCATION
STREET ANDNUMBER: .
u Massachusetts Avenue and Canbridge Street
$ CITY OR TOWN:
Cambridge
oe. cope COUNTY: CODE
STATE: M ddl esex -0
Massachusetts 025
3 M REERENE
SR 1 s, 17K ngton, Mass.. Newton, Mass., Bo,.o0. North .na Boston South,
Ul SCALE: 1:24,000
DATE: 1956
uJ

4, REQUIREMENTS
TO BEINCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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May 8, 1972

National Register of Historic Places "
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20005 CERTIFIED MAIL
Attention: Miss Mary Means
Dear Sirs:
Enclosed are National Register submissions for:
1. Old Harvard Yard, Cambridge, Massachusetts (Middlesex County).

0. Fruitlands Museums, Harvard, Massachusetts (Worcester County),

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Commission and designated the State LiaisonOfficer.

Sincerely yours,

UchardW. Hale, Jr. p
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc

enclosures
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Director, Northeact Region
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t ?3Tccster County

Kai cock
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C&isridga

State Liaison Officer

Kon. John P. X. Daveron

Cccrctery of the CoTr.rlonvedlth

Chairnm, F~scachusetts Historical
ConrnLedon

40 L'oacon street

Eostr*!, Hassachuettts 02133

NRBwlend ifm  2/8/73






