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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

District consists of forested land immediately inland from southern shore 
of Rock Island. There are no standing structures. - 

k.
The district includes an as yet undetermined number of overlapping and/or 
contiguous sites buried beneath the present surface of the ground and 
covered by secondary woodland growth. ' The topography is low, but with small
stabilized sand dunes lakeward. The subsurface consists of alternating 
buried occupational surfaces, aeolian sand, and lacustrine sands and gravel 
over bedrock.

There are multiple archaeological components, in places showing simple to 
complex physical stratification. There are abundant evidences of multiple 
shifting occupations of prehistoric Indian communities and historic Indian 
components in one place associated with a palisaded village containing the 
buried remnants of French built structures as well as Indian midden. The 
remains of two French buildings, together with great quantities 0f French 
trade goods in and near the palisaded village, make this one of the 
richest Early Historic sites yet discovered in the western Great Lakes.

For further description see "Statement of Significance." 

DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES OF HISTORIC DISTRICT (see maps):

An irregular area of approximately 55-60 acres along the south shore of 
Rock Island included within a rectangle bounded on the east by a line 
starting at a point on the south shore at 45° 24» 27" N latitude and 
86° 48* 50" W longitude, extending north northwest on a bearing of 345° 
for a distance of approximately 0.2 miles to a point lying at 45° 24' 40" 
N latitude and 86° 48 f 56" W longitude;/on the north by a line extending 
west southwest on a bearing of 255° for a distance of approximately 0.67 
miles to a point lying at 45° 24« 32" N latitude and 86° 49« 40" W longi 
tude; thence on the west by a line extending south southeast on a bearing 
of 165° for a distance of approximately 0.2 miles to a point on the south 
shore at 45° 24 f 19" N latitude and 86° 49« 34" W longitude; thence on the 
south by a line extending east northeast on a bearing of 75° for a dis 
tance of approximately 0.67 miles to the point of beginning.
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| | Transportation
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A-major significance 
relates to early
history of French 
Empire in Great 
Lakes and to migra 
tions of Indian 
tribes._______

The sites included in the district have been under investigation by Lawrence 
University since the summer of 1969 with financial support from private 
sources and the state. The archaeologists in charge are Ronald J. Mason, 
Lawrence University, and Carol Mason, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay.

\
Archaeological evidence, supported by primary historical sources, suggests
strongly that one of the sites (that containing the palisade and European 
structures) was the place to which La Salle came in 1679 aboard the Griffin, 
the first sailing vessel ever to sail the Great Lakes, and that it was from 
here that the Griffin sailed to its unknown fate while La Salle went on 
southward on his voyage of exploration. v The European structures, preserved 
in the soil by wall footing trenches and still preserved sub-surface wall 
sections, are believed to have been built by La Salle ! s agents who traveled 
among the tribes of Green Bay collecting furs and who wintered over on the 
island in 1678-79 / Rock Island would then be Hennepin's "Island of the 
Potawatomies." 'The French built structures are thus the oldest known 
European buildings in the western Great Lakes. Great quantities of French 
trade goods and Indian artifacts are associated in this site.
i
Archaeological evidence, again with documentary support, indicates that 
Rock Island was one of Perrot: Vs "Huron Islands" to which the Huron-Petun, 
together with their Ottawa allies, fled in the period 1650-52 following 
their exp/llysion from their homelands at the hands of the Iroquois. / Huron- 
Petun artifacts and possible Ottawa ceramics occur in the site along with 
French manufactured items.

Several historic occupations richly represent the period from about the time 
of the La Salle expedition up into the first third of half of the 18th 
century. Archaeological data, particularly ceramic, and backed up by numer 
ous historic references suggest either long-term, or repeated short-term, 
occupations by the Potawatomi. Other named tribal units identified on the 
.island, though not always with the same certainty, are the Fox, Winnebago, 

Menominee (and possibly Noquet). Thus, one of the important attributes 
;he district is the unusual opportunity, because of the congruence of 
>rical documentation and archaeological field data, to relate archaeo- 
il assemblages with named ethnic units whose movements are described 
Jesuit Relations, and other primary sources.



Blair, Emma Helen, The Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Vallev and
Region of the Great Lakes, Clevelan

Thwaites, Reuben Gold, ed., The Jesuit
id, The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1912. 

Relations and Allied Documents: Tra-
vels and Explorations of the Jesuit Missionaries in New France, 1610-
1^9.1, Cleveland, The Burrows Brothers Company, 1896-1901. (73 vols.) 

Numerous references to the island and its environs, and early historical 
events therein, are contained in The Jesuit Relations, and the memo-ir* nf
Ferrot, Charlevoix, Hennepin, Raudot, and La Potherie (see Blair). There 
are numerous secondary sources bearing on the area.
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8. Significance (Cont'd).

An unusually rich and varied inventory of French trade goods has been and is 
being recovered in the archaeological field program. Some of this, together 
with aboriginal assemblages, has been recovered in stratified or otherwise 
separated physical contexts, thus allowing for a uniquely fine-scaled chron 
ology of native cultural change during the period of French intrusion and later 
hegemony. Later occupations persist to the time of the French and Indian 
War.

Another important attribute of the district is the presence of multiple pre 
historic Indian components beginning in the early centuries A.D. (now being 
tested directly by C14 dating) and continuing into the protohistoric period. 
This fortunate fact should make it possible to link up some of the known 
historic Indian groups with their direct prehistoric ancestors in a detailed 
fashion.

The preservation of large faunal samples and even vegetable remains (charred 
corn, corncobs, squash seeds, etc.) make feasible subsistence resource stud 
ies and a reconstruction of biological-enviromental factors at various 
periods.

The sites in the district are clearly of major importance in the prehistoric 
and the historic archaeology of the Great Lakes. The evidence linking one of 
the sites with La Salle and another component with the Huron diaspora (Per- 
rot's "Huron Islands"), makes the district of unique historic importance 
and a goldmine of information on the early French Empire in the western 
Great Lakes.
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