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O'Keefe f s Island (Tarang) is in line with Tagireng, the 
canal between Tomil and Weloy municipalities. From Dugor, 
a village ij Weloy, O'Keefe's Island is located to the 
east about half a mile. Q'Keefe's Island is a low island 
about twenty-two feet above the water. The island 
is heavily over-grown with mango trees, nandanus, coconut 
and other trees and foliage*

At the time O'Keefe and his family were occupying the island, 
there was a warehouse, his, a house for the coal which were 
used by all the ships that came in at that time, a boat-mooring 
and of course the island was covered with vegetation. Some 
of which were introduced by O'Keefe. At present, narts of the 
foundation of his house remain, including the steps that lead 
up to the house. The boat-mooring still exists andthe vegetation 
was like before, but now uncontrolled. It is believed that Mrs. 
O'Keefe died and is buried on the island* The fringing reef of 
the island is a lobster breeding area and is heavily populated 
with various and colorful marine life.
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The story of Capt:|an David Dean O'Keefe is one that always 
appears in the history of Tap. Carrbain O'Keefe was an enter 
prising American trader who survived a shinwreck and landed in 
Oilman municipality. It is reported that he had two sons and two 
daughters. He made friends with the neonle of Yar> and soon became 
prosperous by develoning an ingenious system for stimulating the 
Yapese to increase tiieir production of cor>ra and trapang. These 
he sold in HongKong at a fantastic nrofit. Most important ly, Mr. 
O'Keefe's sailing shit> was used to sail the seas to bring shell 
money and the doughnut-shaded Yar>ese stone money which were in 
excess of five feet in diameter and weigh several tons. He and 
some Yapese men brought this money from Palau, where it was quarried. 
The stone money still retains value to the neonle of Yap, even today. 
Captain O'Keefe's life ended when be was lost at sea in a tronical 
storm. The island of farang was then named after him, not only 
because he was wealthy and famous, but also because he was the first 
foreigner to settle it.
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O'Keefe's Island
Iarang, Yap 
UTH Reference*

9°30'00
138°07'30

-;!M» .,.--.r, £ i

W856 . 
Edition 1-AMS (AFFE)

Prepared under the direction of the Engineer, HQ, AFFE, by the 64th Engineer Battalion (Base Topographic). 
Compiled in 1954 by photogrammetric (multiplex) methods. Coastal hydrography compiled from Japanese 
Hydrographic Chart 1, 1921; 2107, 1941. Horizontal and vertical control established by Corps of Engineers, 
1951. Roads are classified from source maps and aerial photography and are verified by reconnaissance. 
Map field checked, 1951. 
Hydrographic source data furnished but delineation on this edition not reviewed by U. S. Navy Hydrographic
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