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1. N1me of Property 
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0 entered In the National Register. 
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National Register. 
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8. Function or U1e 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 

DOMESTIC/ Single Dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER: Vernacular/ Double-Pen 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 
VACANT/ Not in Use . 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
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Description 

The John Thrasher Farmstead is being nominated for its residence only, which is a one-and-one-half story, gable 
roof building of double-pen, saddlebag design and box construction. The central chimney typical of this floor plan 
was actually an exterior end, massive cut stone chimney originally, but was later enclosed within a chimney closet 
when the slightly smaller western pen was added. The original gable roof kitchen, which featured an open 
passageway between it and the main house, was later rebuilt and the passageway enclosed, though the current 
kitchen retains the wall and enttance that would have composed the front of the kitchen as well as the same 
puncheon floor that exists in the older pen. The exterior walls are board-and-batten, the roof is covered with 
corrugated metal, and the foundation is composed of stone piers. 

A central, single-leaf enttance on the southern elevation provides access to the chimney closet only. Two four­
over-four double-hung wood sash windows flank the single-leaf entry in the original, eastern pen, while a single, 
identical window lights the western pen, placed to the west of the third single--leaf entry. The continuous platform 
across the front may have been covered by a porch roof earlier, though its advanced state of deterioration and 
the lack of evidence of rafters attached to the wall of the building make this difficult to prove. The northern 
elevation features a blank wall on the rear of the eastern pen, two covered windows on the rear of the kitchen 
ell, and a pair of enttances into the rear of the newer, western ell, with the wall finished by a covered window. 

The eastern and western elevations are similar in that neither is currently open, though a window opening in the 
western elevation has been covered with corrugated metal. 

The interior is simple and without discernible ornament The original half-tum staircase located in the northwest 
corner of the original pen survives, though a second, later staircase h~ been added in the space directly behind 
the chimney, which provides access to the sleeping loft above the eastern pen from the kitchen ell. Of greatest 
significance, however, is the construction of the floors. The floors of the newer pen are composed of a simple 
plank deck supported on 2" x 8" boards for both plates and joists; however, the floor of the older pen is a 
puncheon floor, constructed of split, rough-hewn logs that are half-notChed at the ends to fit over the sills, which 
are also slightly notched to receive them. The plank deck is sealed underneath with molded battens, which form 
the surface laid upon the puncheons. This batten method is employed for both the floor of the first story and the 
ceiling of the second story sleeping loft, although the second floor is composed of sawn, square-end joists that 
rest upon summer beams nailed into the wall planks along the long sides of the house. These joists are covered 
with a plank deck and molded battens on the ceiling of the first story and with the plank deck only on the floor 
of the sleeping loft (this floor has since been removed and salvaged), both of which create a space equal to the 
height of the joists. The summer beams that support the second floor are covered on the frrst floor with slanted, 
"gambrel" boards which round off the ceiling. 



a. Statement of Slanlftcance ' · 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

. D nationally D statewide [!]locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B [!] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA De De Do DE OF OG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Significant Person 

Period of Significance 
c. 1885 ... 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Significant Dates 
c. 1885 

N/A Thrasher, John 

State signiftcance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
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Significance 

The John Thrasher Farmstead residence is an outstanding example of vernacular craftsmanship in the service of 
both the consttuction of a single pen residence originally and in the expansion of that home into a saddlebag 
residence. It was built (and later enlarged) by John Thrasher, a local farmer, c. 1885 on land adjacent to another 
farmstead, that of the Ransom family. The skill and consttuction expertise exhibited in both the overall framing 
and the notching of the sills and puncheons of the older, eastern pen are obvious; however, the use of molded 
battens to insulate the first floor of the pen and to fmish the first story ceiling while also sealing the cracks to 
the sleeping loft above is a solution that is both practical and aesthetically consonant with the use of battens 
throughout the rest of the sttucture. The desire to fmish off the first floor space with the gambrel boards that hide 
the summer beams for the second floor is unusual and equally creative. In spite of its unfortunate state of decay, 
the John Thrasher Farmstead House remains a remarkable, relatively intact testimonial to the craftsmanship and 
aesthetic sensibilities of a rural builder and carpenter during the Railroad era as manifested in a gable roof, 
saddlebag plan residence; thus it is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 



See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
0 preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
0 previously listed In the National Register 
0 previously determined eligible by the National Register 
0 designated a National Historic Landmark 
0 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNeY*-------------------------------
0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record *:-------------------------------
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D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State historic preseNatlon office 
D Other State agency 
[J Federal agency 
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D University 
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Acreage of property -------------------------------------------------------------

UTM References 
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[i] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 
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[X] See continuation sheet 

name/title Kenneth Story, National Register Coordinator 
organization Arkansas Ristoric Preservation Program date 16 April, 19 90 
street & number 225 E Markham. Suite 300 telephone 501-371-2763 
city or town Little Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 
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United States Department of the Interior 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/625720/3929340 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

'' ' (" ·,t ~~ -- . ,_;-..J 

Beginning at the northeast corner of the residence (located approximately 3,875 feet west of U.S. 
Highway 167 and 250 feet south of County Road 359), proceed southerly along the eastern 
elevation to the southeast comer; thence westerly along the southern elevation to the southwest 
corner; thence northerly along the western elevation to the northwest corner; thence easterly along 
the northern elevation to the northeast corner and the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic __ current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
_ _ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
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__ completeness 
__ clarity 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 
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OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Thrasher, John, Homestead 
White county MPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

The boundaries of this property are presently located along 
building lines. A resource listed in the National Register 
should include all features of the property which contribute to 
its significance. In almost all cases this includes its historic 
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines 
for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, states 
that "the boundaries of buildings should include the land 
surrounding the building, unless the lot occupied by the building 
contains no surrounding land as in the central business district 
of most cities." 

Please revise the boundaries to include the property historically 
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original 
setting has lost its integrity, please explain. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 
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This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or dlstrlctl. Set lnatructlona In Gu/de/1,., 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 18). Complete each Item by marking "x" In the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an Item does not apply to the property btlng documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functlona, ltyltl, matertala, 
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1. Name of Property · 
historic name Thrasher • John • Homestead 
other names/site number Resource t!WH0089 

2. Location 
street & number 
city, town Midway 
state Arkansas 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
[X] private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

code AR county 

Category of Property 
[] bullding(s) 
0dlstrlct 
Oslte 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

~!s§hi~~ ~gdn~v?hlftlliK~&~J Resonrces 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

White 

0 not for publication· N A 
- vicinity 

code 145 zip code 72568 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
___ sites 
___ structurea 
___ objects 

o Total 
Number of contributing reaourcea previously 
listed In the National Register N lA 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
IXJ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my in' n, th roperty [j] me s es n t me the National Register criteria. D See continuation s1llft. 

.. . . ')-I)' -?6 
Signature of certifying icial ·' Date 

Arkansas Historic Preserv 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Ia: 

~entered In the National Register. 
~See continuation sheet. 
0 determined eligible for the National 

Register. D See continuation sheet. 
D deter1111ned not eligible for the 

National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:) ------ --

Date 

'];2 ?14< 
I 

(Of Signature of the Kttper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/ Single Dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER: Vernacular/ Double-Pen 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
VACANT/ Not in Use . 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation -----.....,8,--t_o_n_e-=----=--=--------
walls ________ b_o_a_r_d __ a_n_d_b_a_t_t_e_n ___ _ 

f metal 
roo --------------------other __________________ __ 

IX] See continuation sheet 
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Description 

AUG 

The John Thrasher Farmstead is being nominated for its residence only, which is a one-and-one-half story, gable 
roof building of double-pen, saddlebag design and box construction. The central chimney typical of this floor plan 
was actually an exterior end, massive cut stone chimney originally, but was later enclosed within a chimney closet 
when the slightly smaller western pen was added. The original gable roof kitchen, which featured an open 
passageway between it and the main house, was later rebuilt and the passageway enclosed, though the current 
kitchen retains the wall and entrance that would have composed the front of the kitchen as well as the same 
puncheon floor that exists in the older pen. The exterior walls are board-and-batten, the roof is covered with 
corrugated metal, and the foundation is composed of stone piers. 

A centtal, single-leaf entrance on the southern elevation provides access to the chimney closet only. Two four­
over-four double-hung wood sash windows flank the single-leaf entry in the original, eastern pen, while a single, 
identical window lights the western pen, placed to the west of the third single-leaf entry. The continuous platform 
across the front may have been covered by a porch roof earlier, though its advanced state of deterioration and 
the lack of evidence of rafters attached to the wall of the building make this difficult to prove. The northern 
elevation features a blank wall on the rear of the eastern pen, two covered windows on the rear of the kitchen 
ell, and a pair of entrances into the rear of the newer, western ell, with the wall fmished by a covered window. 

The eastern and western elevations are similar in that neither is currently open, though a window opening in the 
western elevation has been covered with corrugated metal. 

The interior is simple and without discernible ornament. The original half-tum staircase located in the northwest 
corner of the original pen survives, though a second, later staircase has been added in the space directly behind 
the chimney, which provides access to the sleeping loft above the eastern pen from the kitchen ell. Of greatest 
significance, however, is the construction of the floors. The floors of the newer pen are composed of a simple 
plank deck supported on 2" x 8" boards for both plates and joists; however, the floor of the older pen is a 
puncheon floor, constructed of split, rough-hewn logs that are half-notChed at the ends to fit over the sills, which 
are also slightly notched to receive them. The plank deck is sealed underneath with molded battens, which form 
the surface laid upon the puncheons. This batten method is employed for both the floor of th.e first story and the 
ceiling of the second story sleeping loft, although the second floor is composed of sawn, square-end joists that 
rest upon summer beams nailed into the wall planks along the long sides of the house. These joists are covered 
with a plank deck and molded battens on the ceiling of the first story and with the plank deck only on the floor 
of the sleeping loft (this floor has since been removed and salvaged), both of which create a space equal to the 
height of the joists. The summer beams that support the second floor are covered on the first floor with slanted, 
"gambrel" boards which round off the ceiling. 



8. Statement of Significance '· 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [!] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B Q[] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A DB DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Significant Person 

Period of Significance 
c. 1885 ... 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Significant Dates 
c. 1885 

N/A Thrasher John 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[i] See continuation sheet 



9. MaJor Blblloaraphlcal Reference• 

See 11Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas, 11 Section H. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNeyH ______________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record *·------------------------
1 o. Oeoaraphlcal Data ~ J-~ 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D State historic preseNation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
Dother 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property ------------------------------------------------------------

UTM References 
Al...LJ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

cl...LJ I I 1 1 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

Bl...LJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

ol..J_J I I 1 I 

[i] See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

[X] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

name/title Kenneth Story. National Register Coordinator 
organization . Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 16 April, 19 90 
strHt & number 225 E Markham. Suite 300 telephone 501-371-2763 
city or town Little Rock state Arkansas zip code 72201 

* U.S.GPO: 1988·0·223·918 
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Significance 

C»>l ApptrNel No. 101+«)11 

The John Thrasher Farmstead residence is an outstanding example of vernacular craftsmanship in the service of 
both the construction of a single pen residence originally and in the expansion of that home into a saddlebag 
residence. It was built (and later enlarged) by John Thrasher, a local farmer, c. 1885 on land adjacent to another 
farmstead, that of the Ransom family. The skill and construction expertise exhibited in both the overall framing 
and the notching of the sills and puncheons of the older, eastern pen are obvious; however, the use of molded 
battens to insulate the first floor of the pen and to fmish the first story ceiling while also sealing the cracks to 
the sleeping loft above is a solution that is both practical and aesthetically consonant with the use of battens 
throughout the rest of the structure. The desire to fmish off the first floor space with the gambrel boards that hide 
the summer beams for the second floor is unusual and equally creative. In spite of its unfortunate state of decay, 
the John Thrasher Farmstead House remains a remarkable, relatively i,ntact testimonial to the craftsmanship and 
aesthetic sensibilities of a rural builder and carpenter during the Railroad era as manifested in a gable roof, 
saddlebag plan residence; thus it is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 



... Form 1 O«<C).e 

CNil 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/625720/3929340 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

JUN 2 3 1992 
owe ApprrMJ Ho. 102+<1011 

Beginning at a point located 50 feet to the northeast of the northeast comer of the residence (located approximately 
3,900 feet west of U.S. Highway 167 and 275 feet south of County Road 359), proceed southerly for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet on a line parallel to the eastern elevation to its intersection with a perpendicular line 
running parallel with its southern elevation; thence proceed westerly along said line for a distance of approximately 
200 feet to its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the western elevation; thence proceed 
northerly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to its intersection with a perpendicular line running 
parallel with its northern elevation; thence proceed easterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line 
to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 
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Section number ___ Page __ _ 

------------------------------------------------------------------~~~~)~ 
White County MPS 
ARKANSAS 

91001246~Smith--Moore House 
91001336 ./ Smyrna Methodist Church 
91001243 Snipes, Dr. Emmett, House 
91001274~St. Richard's Catholic Church 
91001250 Staggs--Huffaker Building __ _ 
91001248 - Stipe Cotton Gin Su.beta.:at1v_a Itevlew 
91001295~ Storm Cellar, William Howell House 
91001326~Thomas House 
9100134l~ Thompson House 
91001362 ~ Thrasher, John, Homestead 
91001240 Titus House 
91001199~ Trinity Episcopal Church 
91001233 Van Meter, R. L., House 

1. 91001351 Walker Homestead Historic District SUo.a.t.li!J.tivA lieviral 
91001354 vrWalker, 9th~, Homestead 
91001313 Ward--Stout House 
91001182 Watkins House 
91001183 Watkins, Tom, House 
91001308 / Watson, William Henry, Homestead 
91001272 Weber House 
91001260~ Westbrooke, Lipsy, House 
91001297 ~· whisinant, Albert, House 
91001177 Wilburn House 
91001353v"Wi.lliams House 
91001321~illiams, Arthur, Homestead, Feed Storage Shed 
91001211 Woodson, Arthur w., House 
91001212 Woodson, Dalton, House 
91001291 Wright, Avanell, House 
91001284 Wright, Jim, Farmstead Historic District 

Date Listed 

9'- J :.XI 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUAT ION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

Thrasher, John, Homestead 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

White County MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED: 6/23/92 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 9100 13 62 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

DET~ED EVALUATION: Y 

-~_ACCCCEPT _RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

_REJECT 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY : 8/07/92 

r t 5 ~ 0 v ~ f I 0 I t (1_) V' c./ j._j b V U f C $ C f ) ""'q f!' /> fJ V? (' b-vtc c./,_ /' e 
t,;JtJ-... <)~OIA't' (1/.fv-.VIf'-j, ~(I~ /(JHr- er;LpOvadf (f 'fo lor-, 
(1_ <; () ~ cJ { f btJ. ~ l) f' r---v-. {}... c (A I (I r- ~ D 'Lt s ~ . I' /II ( h.- ~ ,, 0 r-

t:;lAovOS et.?ltlPtrCP of? o.v. t-o"''-'~IAa/ /e--vtl oP 
Cro.O~sVV"O'-"'<)"LAip, por+>cCAI(Ir-7 f'-"' -A,....p orJ.(}./V?a ( 

peLA. 
(o 1/\{frV\ S /'-a H; f d ~ V'l e orftto r- t-f fu rV\ 

0.. d d r-e c~ t d . 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR Y( 



CLASSIFICATION 

count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
_ _ descripti ve text 

SI GNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
_ _ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 

context 
_ _ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 

other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUME NTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Ques tions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033 


