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The Rogers Historical Muselli~ 
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STATE 

Arkansas 
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

J''PUBLIC 

_ PRIVATE 

_ BOTH 

_VICINITY OF 

CODE 
OS 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUP IED 

_ WORK IN PROGRE SS 

_ DISTRICT 

_ BUILDINGIS) 

X sTRUCTURE 

_ SITE 

_OBJ~ CT 

PUBLIC ACOUtSITION ACCESSIBLE 
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>!' D.ESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 
~GOOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER !ORATED 
_ RUINS 
_UNEXPOSED, 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 
~LTE RED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 
_ MOVED OATE1906 

- - -----------------------
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The structure was built in 1906 for W. R. Felker as the Bank of Rogers. It 
is a two storey brick building with a stone facade on the east side of the 
building . ~ne architect was A . 0. Clark, an early architect in the Rogers · 
area, and the contractor was John Mylor, an early brick mason who built many 
of the brick buildings of early Rogers . The main attraction is the east 
facade which has two marble columns with floriated capitals which support a 
semi-circular arch flanked by engaged square stone pilasters with capitals 
similar to those of the columns. The pilasters support a plain frieze with 
stone dentils and a pediment with a rather low pitch . Immediately behind 
the pediment is a parapet wall which is higher at the center and stepped down 
at the sides to accomodate the pediment . .,. 

The main entry is set back four. ·:feet f:r:om~ the arch and is a single metal-frame 
door .with sidelights and transom. The entry is flanked by single-pane plate 
glass windows (alterations). Inside the arch and above the door and windows 
a mural has recently been painted depictin9 an early train arriving at the 
Rogers d epot. 

The west fac a de is three bays wide with basement windows in the first two bay~ 
a bove which are mullion windows with transoms . 'I'he third bay consists of two 
wood-panel doors with glass in the upper hal£ . There is a metal coal shute 
partially covere.d by wc;>odeu"" _ s_t .ep.s leading up to the doors. The windows and 
doors at this level are cove r ed with iron bars. The windows at the second 
level are 12 lights with .transom. Much of the interior has been alte r ed . 
The furnace has been converted to gas and is _still in use . The vault is in 
disrepair but is still present in the basement . The building originally had 
a skylight above the teller area . At --the :request of the insurance company it 
was blocked off following a fire in a nearby building which had a similar sky­
light .that acted like a chimney during the fire ; this was probably in the 
early 1950 ' s . 



't SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTOHI C _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __ RELIGION 

-1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _LAW _ SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE XECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-1 600-1699 MRCHITECTURE _EDUCATIO N _MILITARY 

- 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

- ·- 1800-1899 _COMMER CE _ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

.X 1900- _COMMUN ICATIONS _ INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNM ENT 

_INVENTION 

_SCULPTU RE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

-,-OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1906 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT A. 0. Clark, Architect 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bank of Rogers Building, which was built in 1906, is one of the most impres­
sive classically detailed structures in Rogers, Arkansas. The build.ing was the 
third structure that housed the Bank of Rogers, which was one of the city's first 
banking institutions. The building is an important reminder of the early finan­
cjal history of the city. 

The Bank of Rogers was established 1n 1883 (two years after the incorporation 
of Rogers) by W. R. Felker·; a Rogers businessman. The initial location of 
the bank was in a corner of a Rogers grocery store. In 1887 the bank was moved 
into the Commercial Hotel in downtown Rogers where it remained until the comple­
tion of the-Bank of Rogers Building in 1906. The new bank building was designed 
by A.' 0. Clark, a prominent local architect, and was built by John Mylar. 

The Bank of Rogers Builaing, during its years of use as a bank, housed three 
different Rogers banks. The first was the Bank of Rogers which, until its fail­
ure in 1914, played a major role in the development of the town. .It was one of 
two banks that d~rninated the early political and economi c history of Rogers. 
The other important bank, Citi~en's Bank, was controlled by Republican interests 
while the owners of the Bank of Rogers were avowedly Democrat. The two banks 
were political competitors, and they often supported and financed the campaigns 
of opposing candidates i .n lo'cal elections. 

After the Bank of Rogers folded, the bank building was occupied by the Farmem 
State Bank. This bank failed during the depression and was followed by the 
American National Bank which utilized the building for a number of years. In 
1976 the Bank of Rogers Building was converted for use as the Rogers Historical 
Museum. 

The Bank of Rogers Building is a two-storey building that is faced with finished 
limestone . pn the east elevation {the facade) a full entrance arch springs from 
a panelled stone impost. The imp9st is supported on its outside by quoined 

I 

pilasters and on its inside by polished marble columns with floriated capitals. ; -
A full entablature, that is supported by pilasters rising from the impost, is 
located above the entrance arch. A pediment surmounts the entablature. The 
facade terminates in a flat parapet that features an agee mol~ and coping. 

The interior of the bank has bee~ extensively altered. The original lobby of 
the ba~ h~s been partitioned into. exhibit rooms,· the ceilings have been lowered, 
and new carpeting has been laid . Since the.architectural importance of the 

bank rests with the appearance pf its facade, ·the alte~at~on of the interior 
does not· appreciably "'.ffect the sig~ificance of the blilld1ng. 

: 
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8 PAGE 1 

The Bank of Rogers is located on the periphe~y of the architecturally significant ~~ 

downtown section of Rogers. The bank is one of the most distinguished classically ~ 

detailed structures in the downtown area . Adjoining the bank building on its 
south elevation is the Applegate Drugstore , which is an arhcitecturally significant 
structure that is also being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places . 

. · 

, 



OF P OPER Y Bank of Rogers Building STATE Arkansas 

·:· tac el National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being 'returned to your office for 
ti ·· ation of the information indicated below . PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATI ON 
SUBMITTED. 

Description: Architectural description of ~est facade does not coincide ~ith photograph . 

Statement of Significance: Property's significance through association with early. finan-

cial institution and as political force in community could be more concisely stated. 

#8 inc udes another architectural description; this bould be moved to #7 and merged with 

the description there. 

Bib1iography : 

Geographical Data Acreage : 

UTM Reference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description: No VBD was provided. 

Certification : SHPO did not sign the form . 

Photographic Coverage: 

.· 
Map Coverage: 

Other : Buildings on either side, one of which is mentioned as being nominated to the NR, 
in~U:lr'l1€.~~ ot-c..._ J:(~r,.:_c:J--. 

both appear to be eligib e~ Is there a possibility of combining these and other archit~c-

turally ?ignificant resources mentioned in the nomination in a district? _ , .. 

,tions concerning this nomination may be directed to Gale Brooks/Steve Sheffieid 

he National Register staff, telephone (202) 343-6401 ________ _ 

the above items. ,k you for yo~ to 

Lk.uJL ·. 
. j;--;:;::-:-: : c:-:-;; ,.., . :::-;:-:: ..... - .... ~ - _---=~----------' 

Date: . f ,_7- ? f 
~~-------------------------------~--

: 
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_. . 'f ' through . t' 'th 1 f' ' al . tit t ' HISTORIAN rope y s s1gn1 lCB.Bce XJI assocla 1on Wl ear y 1nanc1 ms u 1on ~ 
and as political force in community could be more concisely stated. · 
No SHP6 signature . No VBD. ~ 
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Architectural dewcription of west facade does notARCHITECTURAL HIS TO RIA 
coincide with photograph. #8 duplicates the architectural 
description. Buildings either side, one o~ which is men­
tioned as being nominated to the NR, also appear to be 
eligible in tee context of a district. 

Building has local architectural and historical significanceJlE"IE 
but nomination must be returned for above reasons. 

OTHER 

HAER 

Inventory ____ __ 

Review 

f:{t_,h4 
BRANCH CHIEF 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 

Send-back 'i,ftJ, ?7 
Re-submit 3. J/. f$70 

Entered 

KEEPER 

JUN 2 3 1980 

United States Depa~tment of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Bank of Rogers Building 

and/or common The Rogers Hi stori ca 1 Museum 

2. Location 

street & number 114 South First Street _ not for publication 

city, town Rogers _ vicinity of congressional district Third 

state Arkansas code 05 county Benton 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
__x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
___x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
___x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
____x_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Ms. Opa 1 Beck 

street & number 114 South First Street 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

code 007 

_x_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Rogers _vicinity of state Arkansas 72756 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Cl erk~s Office 

_st_re_e_t_&_n_u_m_b_er ____ =Benton County Courthouse 

city, town Bentonville state Arkansas 72756 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title has this property been determined elegible? _yes _ no 

date _ federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_ excellent 
---X-- good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 

·. _· _ ruins _x_ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date __________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Bank of Rogers Building is a rectangular, two-story brick structure wedged between 
two commercial buildings on South First Street in Rogers , Arkansas. The principal 
(east) facade is faced with finished limestone. The height and setback of the small 
row of commercial structures of which the Bank of Rogers is a part are uniform. 

The· principal facade of the bank is classically detailed, the design most closely 
fitting the mode of Renaissance Revival architecture. The extensively altered interior 
houses the Rogers Historical Museum. The interior alteration does little to detract 
from .the architectural significance of the building because that significance rests 
entirely on the rich articulation of the principal facade. 

The front of the building is actua1ly . di.vide(j into two principal facades. 
One facade. ab.uts the .s,i dewa lk_; the _oth.er: si.ts ,.ba_ck .,severa.l feet ..from the facade 
fronting the sidewalk. The inner facade is viewed through a large arched opening. 
The space between the two facades forms a porch-like alcove. 

The facade adjacent to the sidewalk resembles a triumphal arch; a large arched opening 
is centered in the wa 11 . The opening is framed by po 1 i shed rna rb 1 e ·co 1 umns and 

stone piers that equal the columns in height. The capitals of the marble columns are 
foliated while the piers are topped with roughly faced square capitals. The columns 
and piers support paneled imposts. A large semi-circular arch with articulated stone 
voussiors and keystone springs from the imposts. The arch is positioned in the lower 
part of the second story of the exterior facade. Two pilasters flank the arch and 
support an entablature and pediment that project from the wall. Above the pediment 
the outer facade terminates in a stepped parapet with agee coping. 

The second or inner facade wall is dominated by a large first floor entrance that 
opens under a segmental arch. The entrance is comprised of a single leaf door with 
sidelights and a fan light that has recently been painted with a railroad scene. The 
second story of the inner wall is also dominated by a large arch, in this instance 
one that is semi-circular. The arch surrounds paired rectangular sash windows. The 
space of the tympanum of the arch that is not occupied by the sash windows is filled 
with fixed-in-place lights. 

Since the Bank of Rogers is abutted on both its north and south elevations by adjoin­
ing buildings, very little of the structure other than the principal elevation is 
visible. The remaining exterior walls that are visible (west elevation and upper 
story of the rear of the north elevation) are of simple and unadorned brick construc­
tion. The windows on the north elevation are alterations. The significant principal 
elevation (east) has experienced few and only minor alterations. 
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8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_140G-1499 
_150G-1599 
_160G-1699 
_170G-1799 
_180G-1899 
_x_ 190o-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military _ _ social/ 
__ art ·' (i ,ft,; , 'f._ engin~ering __ music humanitarian 

,, . . "~ ' _x_ commerce •I ~ ~ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ comm!Jnications ,, ,-- industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

. __ - . invention __ other (specify) .. \ 

Specific dates 1906 Builder/Architect A. 0. Clark, Architect 
Statement of Significance '(in one paragraph) 

The Bank of Rogers Building is a locally important example of Second Renaissance 
Revival architecture. Like many Renaissance designs, the principal (east) 
facade reflects the characteristics of a triumphal arch, with a large Roman 
arch and pediment dominating' this two-story elevation. The significance of the 
design stems not only from the merit of the composition, but also from the absence 
of resource~ · af similar quality in the Rogers area that bear the stamp of the 
Renaissance Revival. Commercial significance complements the building's archi ­
tectura-l ·s·i'gnificance. The building was the third .:structure to house the Bank 
of Rogers (1883-1914), one of the two earliest banks established in the city. 
The bank, a source of capital for businessmen and other residents of Rogers, 
was an important factor in the early commercial development of the community. 
Two banks ·succeeded the Bank of Rogers in the use of the building. ·In 1976 the 
Rogers Historical Museum occupied the building. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 
Black, J, Dickson, History of Benton County, Little Rock: International 

Graphics Industries, 1975, 
Felkner_, Warren, Interview, February 19, 1976 , 
Rogers Daily New_s, April 22, 1976, 

1 0. G~ographical Data UlM NOT VERIFIED 
Acreage of nominated property Less than one acre 
Quadrangle name Rogers Quadrangle ACREAGE NOT V£R,fJ,t11e scale 1:24,000 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

The north 1/2 of lot 8, blo.ck ~~ of the Original Town of Rogers 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Mike Shinn, Historian 

organization Ark, Historic Preservation Program date 3/13/80 

Suite 500, Continental Building 
street & number Main and Markham Streets telephone 501/371-2763 

city or town L itt 1 e Rock state Arkansas 72201 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritatn!\Con~ion and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer 
For HCAS use only 

I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

date 

• Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: -.JJe/1:-~~\lut/tJ.«-
c;...,t ' n a' 1 a • 

GPO 938 835 
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CONTROL 
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United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservati on and Recreation Service 





















March 14, 1980 

Ms. Caro 1 Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Phone (501 ) 371-2763 

ur.: 2 3 19BO 

Enclosed please find the nomination for the Bank of Rogers Build­
ing which has been approved by a majority vote of the Arkansas 
State Review Committee at their March 1979 meeting. 

I hereby certify that the owner listed in Section 4 of the nom­
ination is the legal owner of the property. 

Thank you. 

JWB/MS 

Enclosures 

Officer 

A Division of the Deportment of Natural & Cultural Heritage 

An Equal Opportun ity Employer 



July 15, 1980 

Carol D. Shull 
Department of the Interior 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

I 

LouiS oruf., 

Attn: NOM 

Reference: 661 
Regarding: Bank of Rogers Butlding 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

I would like to inform your office that I and my partner, Howard 
Slinkard, Attorney, of Rogers, have purchased the Bank of Rogers 
Building in Rogers, Arkansas. 

I noticed in a letter dated May 14, 1980 sent to Ms. Opal Beck 
that our Building is being nominated for the National Register. 
What is the status of this nomination? We notified the Arkansas 
Historic Preservation Program in May that we had acquired the 
structure. We will be meeting with their office July 18 to 
establish a plan for the renovation of the Bank. What is the 
availability of any funds for restoration work? 

Our City is celebrating its Centennial this next year, and since this 
is the best example of classic architecture in our community we would 
like to make every effort for its renovation. The structure is 
presently housing the City Museum on the lower floor and the upstairs 
is vacant. Our intentions are to create a series of four office 
suites on the second floor and restore the facade and entry porch. 
The Museum is seeking a new location, and when they move out we 
would like to restore the first floor for one occupant. 

Any information you can give us will be helpful. Thank you. 

Sincerely, f 

John T. Mack 

JTM/bd ) 

Z3 

P. 0. BOX 67 ROGERS. ARKANSAS 72756 [501) 636-3545 
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Name 

Bank of Rogers Building 

Honorable Dale Bumpers 
Honorable David H. Pryor 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ARKAiJSAS 

Date Entered JUN 2 3 1980 

Location 

Rogers 
Benton County 

Also Notified 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ms. Joan Baldridge 
Director, Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 
Markham and Main Streets 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Byers / mjd 7/ 3/80 

For further i nfor mation , please call t he Nati onal Register at (202)343-6401. 


