FORM A - AREA SURVEY

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5""
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved.

properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F,
Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
"x" existing houses not inventoriedon Form B.

ponding numbers.
Indicate with an

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant

MHC Photo no.

(over)

Form numbers inthis area Area no.

1U2-T-3

Tomn V/orcester

Name of area (ifany) The Rn”rnton T the

V/indsor ifational Register' District

General date or period 1887-1686

Is area uniform (explain):

in style? yes rvintnrlan- astyli srlnj
in condition? yes (fair)

in type of ownership? yea (private)
inuse? \es (residential)

Indicate any historic
using corres-

6, Recorded by Brian R. Pfeiffer

Organization Worcester HeritagSsociety

Date December 1977



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The BoYT'ton (718 Main Street) and The W ndsor (720 Main Street) are
free-standing brick apartment houses of identical design. C the
two buildings, theBoynton rexnains unaltered; i ti sfour stories high
with a flat roof. The Boynton's facade i ssyrnmetrically arranged
(except for thefront door which i s south of center) and consists of
a wde central bay (with twow ndows at each storey) framed by piers
and flanked by narrower outer bays. At theroof line i sapanelled
brick parapet with a raised central section. At thefirst storey of
the facade i s an open entry porch consisting of five arches (three on
the front, one on each end) above which are terracotta tiles andan
iron railing. Wndowtrim and copings ar eof rock-faced sandstone.
VWhile the Wndsor was originally 1dentical totheBoynton, it now
differs by theloss of its parapet andthe replacement of its
original 1/1 wooden sash with 1/1 metal -frame sash.

Built i n188? at a cost of $16,000 for J.C Ellis, e
devel oper, t heBoynton was designed by t helocal fi of Barker .ic
Nourse, Although no building notice has been found for the W ndsor,
the building's design and construction date (1887-1888) nake i t
likely that it, too, was designed by Barker Nourse, andbuilt for
GD More, |Intheir present condition, these twobuildingsare

good exanples of local apartment house construction, which begani n
the earlj and raid-1880So Also characteristic of early apartment house
devel opnent i nWrcester arethebuilding's original appeal t om ddle-
class tenants. Anong t heBoynton's earliest tenants were its owner,
J,C Ellis, a physicran, a printer, a dressmaker, a hairdresser and
two widows; the first tenants of theWndsor included a teacher, an
artist, amachinist, an amunition maker, a clerk, a druggist and

Ms, L.B. Smth, an "electric and botanic physician" who kept an
office inher apartment. Prior torecent demolitions, the Boynton
and the V/indsor were ﬁart of thecitf's nmost extensive early apartmeiit
house district, one which extended al ong Main Street South, Wellington
Street, andnorthward t oChandler Street, MNow fragmented, the
architectural types which domnated this area's devel opment during

the 1880s and 1890s ar ebest represented by the Boynton, the V/indsor
and a cluster of brick apartment houses remaining onWllington Street
(see Area Formli4. 2-T-2),
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8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

city atlases ™ directories.
Sanitary Engineer, Vol, XV, 17/23/188?, p, 560 (building notice).
Kice, F,p, DictTonary of Worcester k ItsVicinity, (1893).
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



