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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'^ 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 

1U2-T-3 

1. Town V/orcester 

Name of area (if any) The Rn^rnton ?c t h e  

V/ indsor i f a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r ' D i s t r i c t 

3. General date or period 1887-1686 

4, Is area uniform (explain): 

in style? yes r v i n t n r l a n - a s t y l i s r.1 n ;i 

in condition? yes ( f a i r ) 

in type of ownership? yea ( p r i v a t e ) 

in use? \ e s ( r e s i d e n t i a l ) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6, Recorded by Brian R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization Worcester HeritagSsociety 

Date December 1977 

(over) 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

The BoYT'ton (718 Main Street) and The Windsor (720 Main Street) are 
free-standing brick apartment houses of i d e n t i c a l design. Of the 
two buildings, the Boynton rexnains unaltered; i t i s four stories high 
with a f l a t roof. The Boynton's facade i s syrnmetrically arranged 
(except f o r the fr o n t door which i s south of center) and consists of 
a wide central bay (with two windows at each storey) framed by piers 
and flanked by narrower outer bays. At the roof l i n e i s a panelled 
brick parapet w i t h a raised central section. At the f i r s t storey of 
the facade i s an open entry porch consisting of f i v e arches (three on 
the f r o n t , one on each end) above which are t e r r a c o t t a t i l e s and an 
iron r a i l i n g . Window t r i m and copings are of rock-faced sandstone. 
While the Windsor was o r i g i n a l l y i d e n t i c a l to the Boynton, i t now 
d i f f e r s by the loss of i t s parapet and the replacement of i t s 
o r i g i n a l 1/1 wooden sash w i t h 1/1 metal-frame sash. 

B u i l t i n 188? at a cost of $16,000 f o r J.C, E l l i s , a r e a l estate 
developer, the Boynton was designed by the l o c a l f i r m of Barker .ic 
Nourse, Although no bu i l d i n g notice has been found f o r the Windsor, 
the building's design and construction date (1887-1888) make i t 
l i k e l y that i t , too, was designed by Barker Nourse, and b u i l t f o r 
G.D. Moore, In t h e i r present condition, these two buildings are 
good examples of lo c a l apartment house construction, which began i n 
the e a r l j and raid-l880So Also chara c t e r i s t i c of early apartment house 
development i n Worcester are the building's o r i g i n a l appeal to middle-
class tenants. Among the Boynton's e a r l i e s t tenants were i t s owner, 
J,C, E l l i s , a physician, a p r i n t e r , a dressmaker, a hairdresser and 
two widows; the f i r s t tenants of theWindsor included a teacher, an 
a r t i s t , a machinist, an ammunition maker, a clerk, a druggist and 
Mrs, L.B. Smith, an " e l e c t r i c and botanic physician" who kept an 
o f f i c e i n her apartment. Prior to recent demolitions, the Boynton 
and the V/indsor were part of the c i t y ' s most extensive early apartmeiit 
house d i s t r i c t , one which extended along Main Street South, Wellington 
Street, and northward to Chandler Street, Now fragmented, the 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l types which dominated t h i s area's development during 
the 1 880s and 1890s are best represented by the Boynton, the V/indsor 
and a cluster of brick apartment houses remaining on Wellington Street 
(see Area Form 1i4.2-T-2), 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

c i t y atlases ^ d i r e c t o r i e s . 
Sanitary Engineer, Vol, XV, 1^/23/188?, p, 560 (buildin g n o t i c e ) . 
Kice, F,p, DictTonary of Worcester k I t s V i c i n i t y , (1893). 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


