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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Greek Revival__style, one and a half stories over high basement,

clapboard with green louvered shutters. Twelve wide steps 

lead to central pavilion which provides porch with gabled roof. This 

is supported by four square columns surrounded by balustrade. Foundation 

is of solid brick except for porch which has brick piers with wooden 

lattice work between. Unique gable windows of triple design. Double 

front doors surrounded by sidelights and multi-paned transom.

Interior: usual four square plan with central hall, staircase in 

back. Rectangular projections containing bedrooms and kitchen connect 

at back of main structure. IJpstairs are two small bedrooms, a long hall, 

and a trunk room. In basement are billiard, ironing rooms and wine 

closet. House has been continuously in use as a private residence.

A typical southern planter's office of white clapboard with green 

louvered shutters is on the landscaped grounds, which are enclosed by 

a white picket fence.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rural Point, a landmark in Winnsboro, is noted for its architectur 

garden, and hospitality. Built in 1852 "by William Ross Robertson, 

pro"bate judge and commissioner of equity of ^airfield County who 

served in South Carolina House of Representatives and as a member 

of the Secession Convention. Construction was of seasoned heart pine 

joined together with wooden pegs; hand carved mantels, wainscoting, 

cornices, and ceiling rosettes in parlor, hall, and living rooms.

Semi-formal garden is said to have "been designed "by John Grimke 

Drayton, noted landscape architect of Magnolia Gardens, Charleston. 

Garden consists of a series of boxwood and mock orange hedges sur 

rounding two grass plots about 85 feet wide on either side of the walk. 

Other plantings remaining from the original garden include such rare 

imports as a Cedar of Lebanon, a Japanese Cedar, a Chinese Varnish 

tree, a tea olive, and variegated boxwoods.

Since 1890, property has been owned by the Doty family which has 

maintained its hospitable atmosphere. Many treasured family heirlooms 

in this home.
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Bolick, Julian Stevenson. A Fairf ield Sketch DO ok. Clinton, S.C.: 
Jacob's Brothers, 1963.

Marsh, Blanche and Kenneth Frederick. Plantation Heritage in Upcountry,
South Carolina. Asheville, N.C.: Biltmore Press, 1962.

McMaster, Fitz Hu^h. History of Fairf ield County South Carolina.
Columbia, S.C.: The State Commercial Printing Company, 1946.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW ° ° 

NE ° ° 

SE ° °
SW Q , . o

LATITUOE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
D DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

• • -• —————— ——————— _ ——— - 
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

34 ° 21 ' 5? ' 81 ° 04 ' 36 "
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Ben F. Hornsby, Historic Resources Coordinator I
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance^ of this nomination is: 

National JTVy State \jQ /Qocal Q

vfriame Pir^ctort Smith Carolina
Department Archives smd History

Title

Date February l/i 1971-j — . f — - .. j.
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South Carolina 4=1
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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