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MATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) P I

The "WWet Nemvon Village Cater Hidoric Didrict integrity of location, des.gn, setting,

tnatends wortmansiip feding and assoaation Nevton is the nd intect ad ssood largest o

Nenmanrs village catars preserving an edtandve cdledion of late 19h ad early 20th century

commaad ingtitutiona buildings As auch itisadggnificant illugtration of bath the city s repid .
owth and the equandsd savices offered in the village by the turn-of-the-century Sgnificance Is

daived from the divarse architecturd charadter o the didtrict which ranges from multi-gory

19h century commadd buldingsto the Sreamlined ae gory blodks populanzed in the 20th

century: ad from smdl-scee viliage-oietad inditutiond buildings likethe library othe

[ r%ﬁ\lCth HousaRdlice Sation comdex which saves the entire city. The didtrict meds criteria

AECof PHP -

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community. *

The Wes Newion Village Cater Higtoric Digtrict formsalinear corridor dong
Wasiington Street, stretching from Lucas court a the western end to Davis Court a the
eagtern end. and encompasing the mgor intersection of Washington and Watertown
Streats, Ris bordered by railroad tracks and the Massachusetts Turnpike to the south,
the Turnpike overpass to the west, resdential areesto the north, and less
compact/histoncallv cohesve commercid strip development to the eedt. Eicepting
Newion Centre, the village of Wes Nemonis the city's largest village center. Further, it is
by far the mod intart, preserving an extensve coUedion of late 19th and early 20th
century commercid and ingtitutional buildings. The commercid blocks often retain their
origina storefronts, and the institutional buildings represent afull range of types
including church, schodl, library, police station and courthouse,  (sse cont. sheet!

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE  Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
aevelopment of other areas of the community.

The building of Newton's second medting house in 1764 and the sgparaion of the town
into an east and west parish m 1778, fixed the location of Newton's fifth village center,
which cameto be knovm as West Nenvon Improvements to Washington Street, an eaxly
east-vest route ihrougn the town, ana the arrival a the railroad m ! 8 H simuiatea
devdopment, and were amnong the factors which lead to the re-iocauon of the town hal
from Newton Centre to Wes Nemtonm 184" Wes Newton remained the ste of town
and city government until 1932. continuing to devdop and building a strong commercid
center. The areatill retains severd nineteenth centurv structures, namdy the Davis
Hotd (1831. NR 9/4/86) and Robinson s Block (1875). However today, the buildings inthe
Weg Newton Village Centre Higtoric Didrict are predominantly twentieth century and the
commercd focus hes broadened from locd supply and service oriented busnessto
community-wide busness organizations.

V.. (s== cont. sheet! r*
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Office of the Secretary, Bogton

Property Nane: """t Newton Village
Center HD

Indicate each iteir on inventory form which is being continued bdcxs.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) y.

Individual buildingsinthe Wes Newton Village Cater Higtoric Didrict ae described v
bdow beginning on the north Sde o Washington Street & Lucas court, and thence
procesding inaloop around thevillage

1391-S7 Washington Street dating trom 1926 ad desgned by Schein and Levme. is
aone gory, cag gone faced commercid block with five storefront? defined by rope
moldings a deniiiaied cornice trims ihe pargpet, |1 remans fairh' intact exoept for
display windows ad iransoms.

1385-8'9- Washington Street, is aone story block sheathed with vmyl shekes a -
building permit has not been located it is uncertain v.'hetner or not they cover an older

structure, P A A, N .,y Y. y y~n ' ‘in

138l Washington Sireei, was previoudy surveyed & -3341 ad is atotally atered,
auminum dded house from the 1860s

1371 -79 Washington Street, wrapping around the corner of Em Street, dates from
1929, and was desgned by Harty k Brown. It is a one story, cagt onefaced commercid
biocl: asmguisned primariiy by 1? jesf molded pargpet, C :

115-19 Elm Street, was previoudy surveyed & ~3340 ad is athree story, red brick.
Romanesque Reviva structure dating from the 1890s. -

107-11 Elm Street, a the corner of Border Street, is a 9meH former ges gtation built in
1938 for the Shdl Union Gl Compary. It is cast done faced with Modeme detailing. A
rough-faced concrete block auto boay shop, probably dating from the same period, d<o
stands on the property. I

1357-69 Washington Street, on the northeast corner of Em Street, was desgned m
1927 by George Ndson Jeoos It is atwo story. Classcd Revivad stvle biodl: with a
rounded corner a the street intersection. It is distinguished by fluted Corinthian pilasters
carrying apargoet with adentilated cornice. The entr>' to the upper floor a the eastern
end is emblazoned with the initials BR for its developer, Bennett Rodkman.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Archietcutral Significance (conlL) " ;

1345-55 Washington Street, was desgned in 1940 by Krokyn and Brou-n. It congsts
o five cad donelaced storefronts divided by ziggurat inspired piers which bregk
through the roofline and give the block adistinctive slhouette. The storefront a *'1335
hes bean badly dtered with vmyl snakes 0 that 11 doesnot gopeer to be part of the |
block. This Modame style block dands a the atrner of Charry Stret

On the oppogite corner of Washington and Cherrv Streatsis asmdl park v.'hichis the dte

d the Old Town Hail.

1321 Washington Street, isthe Newton Pohce Headquarters, desgned in 1931 by
JamesH, Ritchiek Assodates It is atwo story, brick with cagt gdone trim structure m the
Clagcd Revivd sivie, A oroiecting three bav frontispiece contains the entrv with us
vere surround condgting o Corintnian pilasters and entablature wiin uniei shell. The |
building isfurther trimmed with brick quoms afull entablature and a pargpet with {
baugers A terrace with balustrade ststhe structure off from the street. 2"

1309 Washington Street, isthe Newton Courthouss, ds0 desgned in 1931 by Janes *
Ritchie k Assodaes. Like the neighboring Pohoe Headquarters, itis atwo nory, brick
building with cagt gonetrim. A projecting frontispiece contains a recess=d
doubleled" entry st behind two Corinthian columns which rise two gtories to support the
building sentablature which reads DISTRICT GOURT CGF NEWVTON. Abovethe entablature
IS a pargpet with balugters

1291-1301 Washington Street/527-33 Waltham Street, was desgned in 1927 by
Gaorge Ndson Jeoobs [t is aone gop* block faced with buff br-ick in the parapet and with
sorefronts defined by cabie moldings. The Watham Street section incorporates the West
Newton Pog Office.

995 Watertown Street-Robinson Block, is athree sory brick High Victorian Gothic
style structure, previoudy surveyed a *3113. ad dating from 1873.

955-63 Watertown Street is aone story Clasdcd Revivds style block dating from
cl 930, but with new storefronts.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Archietcutral Significance (cant.)

979 Watertown Sreet, isalater 20th century gas station, which has recently been
rebuilt. . C o

1274-84 Washington Street, is aone sory block with awood Irame pargpet whose
storefronts have recently been rehabilitated; it gopearsto have oeen congdructed
belorel912.

1265-69 Washington Street- Davis Hotel, is atwo storv. red brick Gresk Revivd
style structure built in 1831. and previoudy surveyed as -3069. It was mdividuallv
hged inthe Nationd Regiger on 9-4-86,

1251 Washington Street-Cate Funeral Home, isasmdl two sory three bay. brick
Clasacd Revivd style structure with apedimented dobuie-iesf entry and paired bricL
pilagters a its corners. Althoughthe date d the building is uncertain, its present front
datesfrom 1926, and was desgned by LewisH. Bacon.

1239-47 Washington Street, is aone story, cadt donefaced block with dasscd detall,
whose storefronts have been bricked in; it gopearsto datefrom the 1920s

1235 Washington Street, on the eest 9de of Davis Court, is ared brick. Coonid Revivd
syle ges gation built in 1930 for the Atlantic refining Company. It is adX)d exampie o
Its fast disgppearing type. It is presently not m use

1 Chestnut Street, isthe eesternmogt of the older commercid blocks on the south sde
o Washington Street. Now the Bay Bank Middles=x, it was desgned in 1932 asthe
New'ton Trust company by JamesH. Ritchie to harmonize with the existing and adjacent
West Nemon Memorid Library. It isafree standing, red brick Colonid Revivd style
structure which rises one sory to agadleroof with end chimneys. , , ,

25 Chestnut Street, adjacent to the bank, isthe former West Newton Memorid Library,
now the Barry Price Rehabilitation Center. 1t ressmbles the bank is its one story, five bay.
gableroof form, and inits red brick congtruction, but its details are Tudor Revivd. Itisa
1 1/2 story rectangular plan bricl: structure endosed by adate roof with exposed rafters.
Its s>-mmericd five bay facade isframed by decorative buttresses, and is centered on
the projecting entry porch whith a prominent half-timbered gable. Paired widows are st

m rusticated cagt Sone surrounds.

Staple to Inventory form at bOttan
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Archietcutral Sgnificance (cont.)

1274-84 Washington Street, is arather ordinary- one sory, red brick faced block with
cad done pands mits pargpet. It is disinguished by multi-pane transomswhich remain
intact throughout the block, which in generd is more intact than others. 1t date? from
1913.

1286-1294 Washington Street, isawell detailed cagt sonefaced block desgned bv
Krokyn and Brown in 1927. It is distinguished bv rope moldings around storefront? with
handsome marbdized transoms, and a pargpet with egg and dart moldings. Like the
adjacent block, this one is quite intact, with some of the dores even retaining origina
wad panded doors

1296-1508 Washington Street wes desgned & aan laeniical extendon of liie above
block by the same architect, but ten years later. This block incorporates the duminum
faced Wes Nemon Thedter.

1314 Washington Street, a the corner of Highland Street, is the West Newton Savings
Bank. Built in 1915, this brick and hmestone structure was enlarged m 1935 and again m
1959, to create the harmonious wYdethat exids today. Itis athree bay. Clasacd Revrd
style building with the entry occupying the central bay and arched windows with
keygonesin the outer bayswhich are defined by pared pilasters. The buiidmg is
surmounted by aheaw dentilated cornice and apargpet The quality of its materids -
hmestone and buff brick lad up m Hemish bond - is unusud.

D

1326 Washington Street, isthe Unitarian Church of 1905-06. desgned in the Gathic
Revivd style by Gram k Ferguson, and previoudy surMeyed as **3117.

492 Waltham Street, the Davis Schod of 1922 has the honor of being the first
municipa schod condructed in thisfasi-growing decade, and dso, of bang desgned by
the noted Bodon firm - Hartwell and Richardson, It isanine bay structure with five
central window bays, flanked by identical entr™ bays, and completed by blank (exoept for
rased brick pands) end bays The entry bays are largely faced with cagt done. The
entries are double-lesf and heeded by transoms as well a modillioned lintel shdves on
caved consdles The buildings pargpet is accanted with pand brick w-ork. The mgor
aheration to the building is the recent replacement of its muhi-pane ssshwith 1/1.
Although this change is um'ortunate, the original window Szeswere a least mainiamed.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Archietcutral Sgnificance (cont)

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: The West Newton Village Center
Higtoric Digtrict islocated mthe center of the village of Wes Newton, It incdludes atotal of
22 commercid blocks 5 institutional buildings and 1 vacant lot that are roughly bounded
by Lucas Court <€. Wadimgton Street (5. Davis Court (W) and Watertown and
Washington Streets (N); the Davis Schod on Weltham Street extends the northern
boundary' dightly. Boundaries are the lot lines of these properties a shown on the
atached Engineering Map, The boundaries are drawn to include the core of the village
center where intact, histon: commercid and institutional buildings are concentrated. The
Massachusetts Turnpike, which resulted mthe 1960s demolition of historic struaures,'
forms an effeaive barrier on the south. The Route 16 overpass ad Turnpike interchange
formsasimilar boundary on the west. The northern boundary hes been drawn to exdude
resdentia areeswhiie the eastern boundary hes oeen drawn to exdude increesng
numbers of moaarn commercid buiidmgs

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) \

After the turn-of-the century two large new churchesreplaced earher struaures and
severd new commercid  structures st the style for Wes Newton s twentieth century
devdopment. A new Unitarian Church < 1903-61 was condructed a the corner of
Highland Street and ten yearslater, the Ssoond Church < WN-0124) moved out of the
center to a prominent dte on Highland Street, overlooking the village. In 1913, the Wes
Newton Savings Bark built anew building on Washington Street oppodte the Qty Hall.
Although it w'es about one third the g9ze of the present struaure. its Classcd Reviva
syle and limestone and brick congtruction represented a dhange from the two and tiiree
doy-, nineteenth century brick and woodframe commercid structures dong Washington
Street. (The bank was enlarged in 1933 and agan in 1959 to bring it to its present sze
Thefirst of aseriesdf one story commercid blockswas d0o built in 1915 a& 1274-1284
Washington Street. Thisblock of seven soreswas located next to the old Unitarian
Cnurch, then known as Players Hall, which* 1916 became the home o the newly formed
Chrigian Sdence Church in Newton.

Wes Newton lost many of its 19th century structuresinthe 20s and 30s a5 one gory
brick and cagt gone commercid blocks replaced older residential and commercid

StaDle to Inventory form at bott(m
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Higtoricd Sgnificance (cont.) :

dructures. Between Hm Street and Lucas Court three new blockswere built and sore
fronts were added to resdentia structures. Reuben Kgplan of Chdssa was granted a
permit m 1926 to build five brick gore?a 1391-1397 Washington Street, The
architects were Schan and Levine of Boston. Although there are no permits on record for
the adjacent block & 1401-1407 or the dorefrontsat 1381 -1387, they gopear on the
1929 Atlas. The corner block of five dores a 1371 -79 Washington Street replaced
the Ceantrg] Block ('3340). built in 1894, which was moved badk on the ot and now
dands, somewha altered, a 115-119 Elm Street. The new block was desgned by
architects Harty k Brown and built 1929, Although the owner [ record is hsted as Adma
Rich of Brighton, iprobabh® the wile d the builder Patrick Rich), this building gppearsto
be the first of asaries built by the kenmore Redty Trust and Newton resident Bennett
Rodk men. ..

In 1927 permits were granted to Bennett Rockman and/or Flatmae Redlty to build five
brick goresa 1286-1294 Washington Street, atwo doy" building with seven sores
ad offices & 1357-69 Washington Street, and a one sory block & 1291-1301
Washington Street. |n each case the architect was Gaorge Ndson Jeocols and the
builder Patrick Rich. A new pog office, & 525 Waltham Street, was incorporated in the
third building which wrapped around the corner of Wetham Street. The layout o the
Rogt Office a that time was done according to astandard plan. -1192.

The biggest dhange in West Newion and inthe block between Watham and Cherry
Strestswas caussd by demolition of the old city hall, the old Ssoond Church building, and
the Parce School. When Newton voted to become acity in 1573, there was condderable
discusson about the need for anew City Hal, but cautious Newtonites mede do. The old
town hall was refurbished by architect Geoge F. Meacham and the building served as
Newton s City Hall until 1932. The adjacent Seoond Church buiidmg was taken over as an
annex after the new church on Highland Street was congtructed in 1915 and theold
Peairce Grammar Schod building served as the Police Station and Court Houss, Prior to
congruction of the present Pdlice Station. 1321 Washington Street and Court Houss,
1309 Washington Street, both of which were desgned by Jarnes H. Ritchieand
Asodaes the City Hal annex was demohdhed and the old Rohoe Station moved to that
dte. Itwasfinally demolished after the new Police Station and Court House were
condructed in 1931. The old City Hal came domvm after completion of the new City Hdl in
Newton Centre and today, apak a the corner of Washington and Chary Streets marks
its origina location.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Higtorical Sgnificance (cont.)

James H. Ritchie dso desgned the Newton Trust Compary office, 1 Chestnut Street a
the corner of Chesnut and Wadghington Street, The ane story brick structure, which
openad in 1933, was intended to harmonize with the adjacent Wes Newton Memorid
Library, desgned by Edward B. Stratton and built in 1925. . .

The West Newton Memorial Library, 25 Chestnut Street was the first of five new
branch hbraries to be built by citizen subscription between 1926 and 1939 and givento
the City of Newton. The plan wes concaved by membar? of the Community Sarvice Gub
of Wes Newton, which, aided by the Wes Neamon Neighborhood House and the Men s
Club of Wes Newton, raised over $60,000 to build the hbrary. The building wes desgned
by Edward B. Stratton, who was respongble for avariety of buildings m Newton including
the Newion Highland? Womean s Cub iNH-Di and the blodk of gtore? adiaceni 1o the old
Strong Blodk in Weban. Dedication of the iibrarv was held on September 29. 1 926
Memoarid labieis were inscribed inloving memory o devoted citizens and of men wYo
gavethar livesin World War |. Inthis decade, financial congtraints causad the hbrary to
dose and in 1984 the building w'ssleased to the Barry Price Rehabilitation Center. The
branch hbrary is currently housed in the former Davis School. 492 Waltham Street,
which was daosad in 1979 and isrov® the home of Neawnon Community Service Canters

Inc.

The Davis Schodl, built in 1922 replaced an earher Davis Schod which hed become
sverdy overcrowded. The architects were Hartwell and Richardson, who were dso
regponsble for severa other sthods in Neanon including the Hyde Schod in Newton
Highlands (1895,"Area B - NR;9-4-86) and the Emerson Schod (1905) m Newton Upper
Fdls, aswell as the Centrd Congregationd Church (NR, 9-4-86) and the Masonic Hall
(1896, DCE), both in Newtonville, The schod w'as named for Seth Davis a prominent 19th
century resdent of West Newion, who among other things ran apri\ de acadamy. Davis
lived a nearby 32 Eden Avenue (NR 9-4-86) and was ds0 the owner of the Davis Hotd
which IS discussed dsaewhere.

In 1937, a permit was granted to Kenmare Redlty for the condrudion d 9x dores and a
brick theater a 1296-1308 Washington Street. These dores were desgned by
Krokyn and Brovm o Bogon. The theater, with its entrance on Washington Stregt, was st
badk an the sue d the dd Unitarian church building, then known asthe PlayersHah. In
1940 Kenmare Redlty was granted a pa'mit to build anather five gore blodk at 1345-55

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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Historical Sgnificance (cont.)

Washington Street, Architectsfor this project were o Krokyn and Brown. Thee
doresw'ae located on the gte of the Odd Fdlows Hall, ane of the lag mgor nineteenth
century blocksin West Newton, The only smilar structure which remains today is the
Robinson Blodk (* 3i 13) & the intersection of Watertown and Waghington Streets, which
wes partially resored m 1986,

The DavisHotd, 1265-69 Washington Street .*~3069). built in 1831, anchors asmdl
strip of commercid structures on Washington Street a the eest end of the commeraid
center. The gorefronts between 1265 and 1269 which incorporate the Davis Hotd are |, .
nineteenth century structures which have been adtered anumber o times. There isno
building permit for the adjacent block a 1274-84 Washington Street, dthough .
Dhatogrgohs dow that it i? on the dte before 1912, Parmisson was granted in 1932 to
Operate ages dation a the rear o this buiidmg. The new sation. 978 Watertown
Street, was located in abuilding, wliich had housed severd other earlier busnesses. It
wes dtered by architect Clifford J White, who mede a"new front" for the new ges station.
Louis Fabian Badlirach ad iiis heirs owned this complex of buildingsfor many years.

The Gate Funerd Home & 1251 Washington Street, which was estabhshed in 1861. is
probably the ddest nuamess m Wed Newton. Although there is no pamit for theorigina
building, apermit was granted in 1926 to build new brick front on the existing office.
Lewis H- Baoon, architect lor the Strong Block m Waban (NR 9/4/861 and the former Fre
Station at 2044 Beeoon Stredt, wias repongble for the new facade. Alterations mede in
1959 by architect Albert Kreider included anew interior chapd and new entrance on the
right. Next to the Gate Funerd Home the block & 1239-47 Washington Street on the
comner of Davis Court gppears on the 1929 Atlas. Although there is no origina building
permit, it was probably built in 1926 by the G & S Pgper Compary of Neanon.

The Atlantic Refining G was granted a permit in 1950 to build ages station a 1235
Washington Street. It isone of two smdl original station buildings dating from the
30s The other was built in 1938 for the S¥J Union Ol Company & 107-11 Eim Street.
The Washington Street gtation is now vacant and the HHm Street station has been
comated to another use Other ges dation gtesin the West Newton commercid center
were a0 granted inthe 20s and 30s but they have al been rebuilt.

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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Historical Sgnificance (cont.) , N

The effect of the condruction of Massachusdtts Turnpike Extenson was less ssverem the
Wegt Newion Village Centre Higtoric Didrict than m Newion Corner, Newtonville, or
Aubumdale sncethe railroad tracks and the Turnpike pardle the centrd area of
devdopment rather than cut through it. Lincoln Park, a the west end of the center was
taken, dong with two 19th century brick blocks located beyond Lucas Court Thisarea
formsand over pessand interchange for the Turnpike, now providing an effective barrier
to commercd expanson west-ward dong Washington Street, The West Newton railroad
dation, v.'hich was located south of the tracks, between Highland and Chestnut Street was
adso dedroyed to mekeway for the Turnpike, but the late 19th and 20th century fabric
o the center on Washington Street reman? mtack,

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES, YA

Building Department Records City Atlases and Directories, Sanborn Atlasss
Newton'sNinei eentJi Century Architecture: West Ns\non
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Street Addrei>s

NLe s|:

107
A~ 115

527

XN,
1235
1239
1253

1265

S 1274

1286
1296

.. 1298

1309
1314
1321
1326
1345
1357
1371
1381
1385
1391

955
978
979
939

-11
-19

-33

-47

-69
-84
-94

-1308

-55
-69
-79

-89

-37
-63

-1003

Chestnut St.
Chestnut St.
Elm St.
EIm St.
V/altham St.
\v'altham St.

V,'aShington St.
V/ashington St.
Nv'ashington St.
Washington St.
V/ashington St.
\v'ashington St.
V/ashington St.
Washington St.
V/ashington St.
V/ashington St.
Vishington St.
\v'ashington St.
V/ashington St.
V/ashington St.
V/ashington St.
V/ashington St.
V/ashington St.
V/ashington St.
V/ashington St.
V/atertown St.
V/aterto'wn St.
V/aterto'wn St.
V/at*rtovn St.

31-16-16
33-10-5
33-10-6
33-u;-30
33-15-31
31-16-5
33-11-17?

31-6-1:
31-5- 3
51-5-2

33-10-4
33-10-3
33-i0-:;>a
33-10-2
33-11-1t
33-1U-1
33-11-1
33-8-1
33-1;2-1
33-12-2
33-15-£2
33-15-28
33-15-53
33-15-54
51-15-:0
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