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The Ocean Drive

Ocean Avenue, or "the Ocean Drive" as it is also called, is a roadway and an 
area, really, which bounds the city of Newport from its southeastern to its 
southwestern extremities. This avenue extends circuitously for a distance 
of about four miles, beginning easterly at the south end of Bellevue Avenue 
and terminating westerly where it turns a corner and runs into Ridge Road, 
which leads back past Fort Adams towards the city. Winding Ocean Avenue is 
bordered on its left (south) side by several short stretches of beaches, a 
few; grassy mounds and some promontories or jetty-like rock formations, but 
mostly there by ocean inlets and cliffs. On its right (north) side it looks, 
with some variety, upon lowland fresh-water ponds, swamps and fields and high 
slopes with trees and shrubs. On either side of this way, and erected over the 
past one hundred years, are also a somewhat s:parsely spaced (and sometimes 
intentionally hidden) procession of sizeable summer residences displaying a 
variety of architectural and landscape styles.

The area leads off to Price's Neck and on to Brenton Point and Castle Hill where 
Ocean Avenue ends and Ridge Road begins. Most prominent is Shamrock Cliff 
overlooking Jamestown Island and Newport Harbor.

The properties are described below and keyed on the attached map: 

No. on map Ocean Avenue

South side.

1. Spouting Rock Beach Association (Bailey's Beach) club-house and bath­ 
houses, c. 1939. Central block of two storeys in simplified Regency 
style, of brick with hipped roof; long cabana wings with wood wall 
cover, gable roofs.

2. Barn, XIX Century. Two-and-one-half storeys, gable roof, stucco wall 
cover.

3. The Ledges, 1867. Stick style; cross-gabled roof with dormers, clap­ 
board wall cover, partially-surrounding one-story porch, house is two- 
and-one-half storeys high with irregularly-placed windows, entrance in 
porch at angle on north side.

4. Carriage-chouse converted to residence, XIX Century. One-and-one-half 
storeys, gable roof, entrance on north side.

5. Seafield, 1883.
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The Ocean Drive district has a character that contrasts sharply with the great 
houses on Bellevue Avenue—there are rolling green hills, rocky cliffs, pastures 
and houses ranging from Eidlitz f s Swiss Chalet of 1854, to McKim, Mead and White 
and including the early 18th century farms as well. The rocky shoreline is 
dotted with summer homes designed in a wide range of architectural styles. 
The magnificent landscaping was in part the work of Frederick Law Olmsted and 
as a result the roads and structures respect fully the natural terrain. These 
houses are much more private than the insular Bellevue Avenue and represent a 
different age and spirit.

The Harrison Avenue-Beacon Hill area contains the early farms on Brenton land 
(Hammersmith Farm) and mid 19th century houses, neo classic structures by 
McKim, Mead and White (Beacon Rock), French chateaux by Cram, Goodhue and 
Ferguson and Tudor English on a grand scale (Bonniecrest) by John Russell Pope.

Fort Adams falls within the district as well.

!(*(»
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9. Peach club and bath-houses, c. 191)5-1955. One storey, gable roof, clap­ 
board wall cover.

10. Hazard's Poach club and bath-houses, c. 1950-1955. One storey, hip and 
Cable roofs, wall cover of matched boarding.

12. Near Sea, by Ballantyne & Olson, 1937. French Provincial style; two-and- 
one-half storeys, brick wall cover, regularly-spaced windows, entrance 
on north side.

13. Little Clifton Berley, by Charles Barton Keen, 1930. French Provincial 
style; one-and-one-half storeys, pabled roofs with dormers, regularly- 
spsced windows, entrance on north side, garago-gate-lodp.e of stone.

15. Eagle's Nest, by William Aldrich and Henry Sleener, 1922-192L. Shingle- 
cum-Colonial Revival style; two-and-one-half storeys, steep cross-cabled 
roof, large chimneys, numerous windows in varied placement, entrance on 
north side, has garage building in same style.

16. Normandie, by William A. Delano, 19Ih. French Provincial style; one- 
and-one-half storeys, cross-pabled roof of red tile, wall cover of 
whitewashed brick, repularly-spaced windows, entrance at end of court 
in centre of east fa9ade, arched entrance through pate-lod^e 

17. Seafair, by William MacKenzie, 1937. French Norman chateau style; 
two-and-one-half-storey main blocV- with long curving wines of ono- 
and one-half storeys, hiph hipped roof, ashlar wall cover, regularly- 
spaced windows, entrance in centre of north elevation.

18. Bay House, by Angell ft Swift, 1917. California Shingle style; two- 
and-one-half storeys, irrerular. plan under hipped roof, shingle wall 
cover, numerous windows, porches on north and south sides with entrance 
throufrh north porch.

19. House, c. 1950-1960? Cottage style; rablo roof with ched dormer, one- 
and-one-half storeys with stucco and shingle wall cover, entrance on 
nortv> side.
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20. Flay House, 1926. "Old English" stylo; two-and-ono-half storeys,
cross-gabled roof, shingled wall cover, varied window placement, bal­ 
conies, entrance on south side, one-storey garage-cum-guort house.

21. Wildacre, by Bernard Maybeck, 1901. Shingle stylo; two-and-one-half 
storeys, cross-Railed and hipped roof, stone and shingle wall cover, 
numerous chimneys of rough stone, variously-placed and grouped windows, 
entrance on north side.

North side.

6. High Tide, by Whitney Warren, 19QO. Mediterranean villa style; two
storeys, hipped and gabled roof, numerous chimnevs, stucco wall cover, 
regularly-placed windows, entrance within court on south side.

7. Crossways, by Dudley Newton, 1890. (Southern) Colonial Revival style; 
two-anH-one-half storeys, stucco wall cover, hipped roof, regularly- 
spaced windows, entrance within two-storey tetraatyle Corinthian portico 
on south side.

8. House, c. I960? lloddrn ranch style; one-and-one-half storeys, gable roof, 
aluminum clapboard wall cover, regularly-spaced windows.

11. House, c. 1910-1920(7). Originally in Mediterranean villa style; two- 
and-one-half storeys, hipped roof with central gable over entrance, 
originally with pin!: stucco wall cover, now shingled, rerularly-spaced 
windows, entrance in centre of south side.

lh. House, c. 1920-1930(7). Tudor style; two-and-one-half storeys, cross- 
hipped roof, stucco wall cover, resularly-placed and rrouped windows, 
entrance on east side.

26. Wrentham House, by Richard M. Hunt, 1891. Shinrle-cum-Queen Anne style; 
two-and-one-half storeys, hipped and cross-gabled roof, round tower with 
extinguisher top, stone and shingle wall cover, irregularly-placed win­ 
dows.

27. Avalon, c. 1°10-1920(7). Spaninh Mediterranean villa style; hipped
roof, stucco wall cover, regularly-.snaced windows in arched recesses,
iron balcony above entrance at centre of south elevation, two-and-one- 
half storeys.
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111. Castle Hill Hotel (Alexander Agassiz house), l871i. Stick and shingle 
styles; two-and-one-half storeys, cross-pabled roof, wood wall cover, 
irrepularly-placed windows, entrance in porch on south side, stable 
and cottage in conforming style.

1|2. Shamrock Cliff Hotel (Gaun Hutton house), by Peahody & Stearns, l89h-
1896. Richardsonian Romanesque style; two-and-one-half storeys, p,able 
and hipped roof?, termers, rouf*h pranite with red sandstone trim, ir- 
ref3iilarly-pl,icod windows, irregular plan, entrance in central courtyard, 
p,ate lodrje of conforminp style.

h3. ^allyrranroy House, c. 1935-19)>0(?). Colonial style; two-and-ono- 
half storeys, rable roof, regularly-placed windo\-/s, entrance in 
centre of south elevation.

)ilu Broadla:/n, 1882. Mansard stylo, brackettnd; two storeys pluc mansard, 
clapboard v;all covor, regularly-spaced windows, entrance within par- 
tially-surroundinp one-storey porch.

East side. 

lj£. Similar to numbers 30-39 above.

\1\
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Harrison Avenue—Beacon Hill

An area of about 800 acres in the southwestern part of Newport, close to the ocean 
(and continguous to the Ocean Avenue-Ridge Road Historic District) upon the south 
and near to Newport Harbour and the passage in to it, on the west. It is a section 
varied in topography and ground cover: it is in portions gently rolling and grassed; 
in others it displays flat fields and wooded copses; while Beacon Hill is a rocky 
eminence with trees and greenery clinging to its peak and slopes. Harrison Avenue 
runs around the District in a northeasterly course, and from it Halidon Avenue 
extends north practically into the harbour. Hazard Road is a boundary at the 
southeast, while Brenton Road and Moorland Road wind around the base of Beacon 
Hill, and Beacon Hill Road and Hammersmith Road wind about the hill, higher up.

The District has always been-and still remains—chiefly in either residential or 
recreational use. This part of Newport is much more rural and bucolic with 
rolling green land and farms with larger estates further on.

The properties are described and keyed to the map attached: 

No. on map Beacon Hill Road

East side.

17. House, c. 1960-1970. Modern ranch-house style;;one storey, hipped roof, 
stone wall cover.

18. Full Cry, C. 1880-1890. Shingle style; two storeys, hipped and cross- 
gabled roof, stone and shingle wall cover, numerous windows.

West side.

10. Swiss Village, by Atterbury, Phelps and Tompkins, 1920-1924 (originally 
part of the estate of Beacon Hill House, now demolished). Picturesque 
Eurupean peasant style; a conglomeration of farm buildings of various 
sizes, mostly of rough stone, set among greenery and landscaping of informal 
design.

Brenton Road

East side. 
21. House, c. 1950-1970. Modern ranch-house style.

171
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(West side)

lli. Cluny School (and convent, across the road), c. 1955-1965(?)• Non-descript 
modern style; one and two storeys, shingle, stucco and brick wall covers.

l£. Wyndham, by W. Ralph Emerson, 18°0.

16. Fair Oak, by W. Ralph Emerson, 1901. Richardsonian shingle style; two-and- 
one-half storeys, hipped roof with turrets, stone wall cover with darker 
stone trim, entrahce in oorch between round, turretted towers, stable and 
pate-house in conforming style.

Halidon Avenue. 

(East side)

33- Houses, c. 195£-1970. Modern pseudo-Colonial or ranch style; one-and-one- 
3!? half or two storeys.

37. The Chalet, by Leopold Eidlitz, l8$li. Swiss chalet-cum-American stick 
style; two-and-one-half to three storeys, cross-rabled roofs with deep 
overbanpinc eaves, claoboaH wall cover, regularly-spaced windows, en­ 
trance on east front in pabled porch, balconies and terraces with jig­ 
saw pierced railings. HA9S

36. Halidon House, c. 1870. Victorian Italianate brackotted stylo origin­ 
ally, later piven Colonial Revival porch and other details; two storeys, 
hipped roof, clapboard wall cover, repfularly-spaced windows, entrance in 
one-storey columned t>orch in centre of west elevation.

(West side)

31- Houses, c. 19££-1P-6|?. Modern pseudo-Oolonial and ranch styles; two 
32. storeys, gabled roofs, wood wall cover.

36. Harbour Court, by Cram, Ooodhue & Ferpuson, l<?oh. French XVII-XVIII- 
Century chateau or rranoir style; two-and-one-half storevs, hiph hipped 
roofs, stucco wall cover, regularly-sr>aced windows, entrances on south 
side in projecting vestibule and within a further porte-cochore, one- 
storey columned lop;pia on north side, Norman-style garage and apartment 
complex on street border, stucco anrt timber play-house at shoreline, 
landscaping by Olmsted Brothers.
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9. Perry Hill stable

Hammersmith Road. 

(East side)

Harrison Avenue. 

(North side)

7. Hammersmith Far"1 , by R. H. Robortson, 1888-1889. Shinple style; two-
and-one-half storoys, cross-nahled roof with dormers, corner extinruisher- 
tonped tower, stone, brick and shinple wall cover, varied window place­ 
ment somo rronped, entrance on south side, outbuildings include a re­ 
production windmill puest-house.

8. Jahleel Drenton fambouse, 1720. Colonial style; pamhr^l roof, clapboard 
wall cover, windows fairly regularly-spaced along a 9-bay frontal fa9ade 
with entrance near the centre of this south facade. H/-.BS

12. ^eacon Rock, by KcKim, Mead ft V/hite, 1889-1891. Chiefly Peaux-Arte clas­ 
sical style; one-and-one-half storey? at front^ two-and-one-hnlf storeys 
pt rear, ra^le *nd hipped roofs, most windbws repularly-spaced, wall covur 
of dull Tiqrv l'^ at front, rourh vrown stone ashlar at rear, entrance within 
one-storev columned "stoa" of U-pbane on south side.

2h. Beachbound, by PcaV-O'-y & Stearin, 1895. Shinple style; two-and-one- 
half storoyo, rranito and shingle wall cover.

26. Bonniecrest, by John Russell Pone, I°12-19l8. Tudor manor style; two 
and-one-half storeys, many-Rablod roof with numerous chimneys, brick, 
stone, stucco and timber wall cover, varied window treatments including 
bays and oriels, entrance recessed in south front, landscaping by Olm- 
sted Brothers, proenhouses, pardons etc. across the stree.

28. Pen Craifj. A small cluster of modern houses of one or two storeys in 
Cape Cod Colonial stylo within the pates and on the grounds of the 
original, demolished Victorian house.

30. Freidheim, XIX Century (oririnally a farmhouse, much enlarged and al­ 
tered). Mid-Victorian style; two and three storeys, hipped and pabled 
roofs, clapboard wall cover, repularly-spaced windows, entrance within 
one-storey porch.

174
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(South side)

11. Vedimar, 1901. Single or "country-club" stylej two storeys, low hipped 
roof, stucco wall cover, plain windows spaced and proupod.

13. Edgehill, by McKim, !-'ead & White, 1887-1889. Shingle or "country-club" 
style; two-and-one-haIf storeys, cross-cabled roof with dormers, stone 
and stucco wall cover, varied placement of windows.

23. Caretaker's house, greenhouse, pardons, garage etc. of Ponniecrest (No. 
26 above).

25. Stable (or present dwelling?), late XIX Century. Stick style; three 
storeys, hipped and crossed roof, wood wall cover.

2?. Quail Tree House, c. 193^-1^0. Colonial Revival style; two-and-one- 
half storeys, gablo roof, clapboard wall cover, rorularly-spaced win­ 
dows, door.-;ay with fanlight within one-r-torey porch.

29. William J. Underwood Elementary School, c. 1960-1965(7). Group of class­ 
room buildings of one storey, with wood wall cover, large window areas.

(East side)

3- Newport Country Club, by Whitney Warren, l89li. Beaux Arts-eclectic style 
with French influences; two-and-one-half storeys, high paMed roof with 
bull's-eye dormers, stucco and shingle wall cover, varied types of regu­ 
larly smced windows, entrance in centre of west side between colossal 
pilasters, semicircular colonnaded norticos at end of building.

(Wost side)

1. Ker Arvor, by Russell & Clinton, 1^31-1^33. French XVIII-Century style; 
two-and-one-half storeys, mansard rood with dormers having scrolled side 
supports, stucco wall cover with comer quoins and keystones over win­ 
dows, windows sepmental-headed and regularly-spaced, entrance slightly 
recessed in north fa9ade, forrrwlU-shaped plan facinp on terrace and 
planting.

2. House, c. 19liO-1960(V). Colonial Revival style; two-and-one-half 
storeys, gable roof, shingle wall cover, regularly-spaced windows, 
pedimented entrance in centre of east side.

ITS
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Hazard Road, 

(East side)

UO. IdV Hour, by Frederick R. Kinr, 1^29. French XVII-XVIII-Century
chateau style; two-and-one-half storevs, crossed hipped roofs, brick 
wall cover, repularly-placed windows.

hi. House. Modern split-level style, c. 1970-1972; two-and-one-half 
storeys, hinned roof wall cover of vertical boarding, irregularly 
placed windows.

5.

6.

Moorland Road. 

.(East side)

Casa del Sol, 1030. Mediterranean Italo-Snanish villa style; two 
storeys, hipped tile roof with overhanring eaves, stucco wall cover, 
regularly-placed windows, porticos.

Perry Hill, by HcKim, Mead & White, 1885-1087. Shingle style; two-and- 
one half storeys, cross-gabled roof with dormers, stone wall cover, 
entrance on went side.

Moorland Farm

1*2.

19- 
20.

Wickham Road. 

(North side)

Rogers High School, c. 19^0-1960. Larpe modern complex of concrete, wood, 
plass, irregular in plan, major entrances on south side.

(South side)

Houses, c. 1955-1965. Modern ranch style; one storey, pable roofs, 
wall covers of ctone and vertical boarding, irrepularly-placed windows, 
entrances nn north side.

I7C.
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22. Land Fall (or Wyndham Ridpo), by Opden Codman(?), 1900. Colonial Revival 
style; two-and-one-half storeys, paMe roof, stucco wall cover with 
quoins, repilarly-spaced windows, entrance in one-storey columned nortico.

39. Eldersea, by James Gibson, 1928-1929. Tudor style; throe storeys, cross- 
gabled roof with dormers, stone wall cover, numerous casement windows, 
entrance on north side.
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Downing, Antoinette F., and Vincent J. Scully, Jr. The Architectural Heritage 
of Newport, Rhode Island, 1640-1915. Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1952.

Elliot, Maud Howe. This Was My Newport. Cambrige, Massachusetts, 1940. 

Newport and How To See It. Newport, Rhode Island, 1871.

The Preservation Society of Newport County. A Guide-Map to Ocean Drive,
Newport, Rhode Island, . . . and Adjacent Avenues. Newport, Rhode Island, 1964,

Randall, Anne L. Newport. A Tour Guide. Newport, Rhode Islande, 1970.

Van Rensselaer, Mrs. John King. Newport, Our Social Capital. Philadelphia and 
London, 1905.
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The District boundary starts at the intersection of Bellevue Avenue and 
Bailey's Beach proceeding east on Bellevue Avenue to Coggeshall Avenue; 
thence north on Coggeshall Avenue to Ocean Avenue; thence west on Ocean 
Avenue to the west boundary of Plat 38 lot 46 and proceeding north on 
this boundary to Almy Pond. The District bound continues north on the 
east shore of Almy Pond to the south boundary of Plat 37 lot 50; thence 
west on this boundary to the east boundary of Plat 37 lot 6, thence 
north on this boundary and west on the north boundary of this lot to 
the east boundary of Plat 37 lot 92. The District continues south on 
this boundary and west on the south boundary of this lot and those of 
lots 90, 89, and 88 to the east boundary of Plat 40 lot 468. It then 
continues north on this boundary to Ruggles Avenue; thence west on 
Ruggles Avenue to Carroll Avenue, continuing south on Carroll Avenue 
to the south boundary of Plat 41 lot 193; thence west on this boundary 
and those of lots 287, 286, and 284; thence north on the west boundaries 
of lots 284, 279, 283, and 285 to Ruggles Avenue. The District bound 
continues west on Ruggles Avenue and continues west on Wickham Road 
to the south boundary of Plat 41 lot 14%, thence east on this boundary 
and that of lot 246. The District continues north on the east boundary 
of lot 246 and lot 14% to the southern boundary of lot 338; thence 
east on this boundary and north on the east boundary of this lot to 
Harrison Avenue. The District bound continues west on Harrison Avenue 
to Halidon Avenue, thence proceeds north on Halidon Avenue to the north 
boundary of Plat 42 lot 14. The District bound continues east on the 
north boundaries of Plat 42 lots 14, 19, 15, and 20 to Chastellux 
Avenue; continuing south on Chastellux Avenue to the south boundary 
of Plat 42 lot 28; thence east on this boundary and north on the east 
boundary of this lot to the south boundary of Plat 42 lot 37. It 
continues east on this boundary and north on the east boundaries of 
lots 37, 38, and 39 to Wellington Avenue. The District continues east 
on Wellington Avenue to the east boundary of Plat 39 lot 9, and pro­ 
ceeds north on this boundary to the Shoreline of Newport Harbor. The 
District then follows the shoreline in a generally westerly direction 
to the north boundary of Plat 43 lot 22 and continues west on this 
boundary and on the north boundaries of lots 8 and 35% to the shoreline 
of Narragansett Bay, continuing south east along the shoreline of 
Narragansett Bay and the Atlantic Ocean to the intersection of Bailey's 
Beach and Bellevue Avenue.
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