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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The D&F Tower, built in 1911, stands 393 feet high
and is 21 stories above the street. On the twentieth
floor is an observation deck, used to view the city
and mountains. Two hundred and fifty feet above the
street is the large Seth-Thomas clock. The diameter
of the clock face is 16 feet. Originally, the four
faces of the tower clock were illuminated from within.

The style of the Tower is Italian Renaissance, patterned
after the Campanile of St. Mark's,"Venice. The designer
was F. G. Sterner. The loggia at the base of the Tower
has marble walls, pillars, and floors. Painted panels
cover the ceiling, which is trimmed with ornate moulding.
The exterior finish of the Tower is buff terra cotta.
Construction materials of the structure are steel and
concrete.

Although other structures exist on the site, only
the Tower is requested for nomination to the Register.

33§

SNOJTLONY LS NI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[} Pre-Columbian! [C] 16th Century ] 18th Century 20th Century
[Tl 15th Century [J 17th Century [] 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [} Education ] Political [} Urban Planning

(3 Prehistoric ] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. ] Other (Specity)

{1 Historic 3 Industry losophy Architectural
[1 Agriculture {1 Invention {7} Science Stvle
Bd Architecture ] Londscope (O Sculpture
1 Art Architecture {71 Social/Human-

Commerce [ Literoture itarian
[] Communications [ Military [ Theater
[3J Conservation [J Music [J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1911 as part of a dry goods complex, the "D&F Tower"
became a Denver landmark. . It was the third tallest structure
in the U.S. The tower's Seth-Thomas clock could be seen in
any of four directions. The face of the clock measures
16 feet in diameter. When the clock was installed in 1911,
it was one of the world' s largest A bell in the tower

chimed the hour. : WeY was
Lhe~ftret#frrepﬁoof_buildLng;hulltuwest~e£«thewMtssrsslpE¢_
Riseer.

In addition to being the center of city festivals, the
Tower also informed the Denver citizenry of the 1912
Presidential election results; through the media of colored
lights. One couple had their marriage ceremony performed
in the D&F Tower in 1912.

Today, the D&F Dry Goods store is vacant; but, Denverites
still feel strongly about the Tower's place as a city
landmark. Urban Renewal plans are being made for the area
in which the D&F Tower lies. The Denver Landmark Commission,
an official city preservation committee is concerned for
the future of the D&F Tower.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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