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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED _UNALTERED JORIGINAL SITE
> Goop __RUINS X ALTERED —_MOVED DATE
‘__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built aorroximately 1890, a tyvical and very good
examnle of a traditional Palauwan men's meeting house,
and one of the larpest ones standing. The Airal Bal
was renovated during the rast two years by the
neonle of Airal as a community oroject. BEvery
effort was made to conform to the original style,
The result is an imoressive, traditional building
with depictions of Palauan legends on the facade and
interior cross beams. This bai is located in the
center of Airai Village on a stone nlatform that
once was the site ©f two ancient bais. The main
village stone walkways intersect before the facade.
Villagers were assigned housing snace by gquadrant
according to their caste rank. Rarely was there
possibility for upward movement through the quadrants--
though downward assignment was vossible,

The building is 68 feet long, 20 feet wide and 40 feet
high at the apnex. The surrounding area is kevt scrupulously
clean and orderly.,



K2 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _-X_COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION

—-1400-1499 X ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION Xiaw __SCIENCE

—-1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE ~ __ECONOMICS . _UTERATURE —_SCULPTURE :

—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION — MILITARY . XS0CIAL/HUMANITARIAN

& 1700-1799 __ENGINEERING X_music __THEATER

__1800-1899 _ COMMERCE ¥_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  ¥__PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

__1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _JINDUSTRY X _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ¥ _OTHER (SPECIFY) tradi-
—INVENTION tional authority

representation.

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

unknown neonle of Airai Village

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dates regarding this structure and those others similar

to it in Palau vary tremendously. Of the original bai

on this site a few usuabile parts remain and those

parts are at least 180 as documented by living elders

in Palau at this time, This fact of course adds to

general interest and resmect for this structure, and
rartially accounts for the conscientiousness in maintenance,

Detericration, esnecially in the humid, tronical climate

of Palau, is ranid. Unaffected, however, are the stones
forming the platform e~ hundreds of basaltic stone boulders
which were once carried there by the villagers, There are
also a number of upright stones used as back sunnorts for those
sitting on the pvlatform in front of the bai.  These svecial
places were used as back supports for the elders and chiefs.
Each stone was named for the individual council member--and
these names and designations are still known today.

The bai was the physical and spiritual core of the community.
The elders meeting here controlled all matters relating to

the peonle of this area from religion to economy to politics
and behavior. It is no accident that the vhysical formation

of this area--the bai, the intersection of main pathways forming
the four quadrants in front of the bai--matched the cultural
structura. for the neonle of Airai,
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- Ereebnisse de Sudsee Exnedition, 1908-1¢10, by A. Kramer -

- Daniel Simeon of Airai Village, official informant, interviewed 1975.

- OCivic Affairs Handbook, West Caroline Islands, U.S. Navy Qen‘t. - 1944
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUI\‘IITY‘ CODE
| N/A
STATE ’ CODE COUNTY CODE
[81FORM PREPARED BY palau District

NAME /TITLE Hlstcric Preservation
ime i1E INC 5 ialis c avisor
Simeon Skilang, Land Resources Snecialist & Tech. A ) Committee.
ORGANIZATION . . . DATE
Land Commission Office May 5, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Koror, Palau.District 532
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, 96940

[HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL __. STATE.LTPI LOCAL X _Palau District

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natlona! Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIUN OFFICER SIGNATURE Neil K, Chase

TIMLEChief, Branch of Resources & Land Usej Div, Lanﬁs/SurVeyQATE May 28, 1976

GPO 888~
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