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Town Somerviiie
Address 81 Pearl Stree"
Historic Name unsnNowN
Lse: Present residential

Qiginal residential
CESR PIT AN
Cat e ca. 1360
Source mep research / visual analysi
Style Italianate
Architect unknown

Exterior Mal Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings none

Mjor Alterations (wth dates)  pone

Condition fair
Moved no Date n/a
Acreage less than one acre

Setting North side of urban residentia
street in xCat Somerviiie among other
Italianate and Second limpire dwelling?
Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler

Organization Mass. Historical Commissio]

Date September, 1983



NN QML REG STER GRHER A STATEMENT (i1 appl i cabl e)

The Benjami n Gage House retains integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association with the md to |I|ate-

19th century development of East Somerviiie. 't is architecturally
and historically significant to Somerviiie, thus, the dwelling fulfills
Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and s
significant at the local level.

IRCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Destribe important architectural features ad evaluate in tams o
other buildings within the canmunity.

The intact Italianate house is representative of the style of buildings

constructed for housing in Somerviiie in the 1860s and 1870s. The two
and one-half story, gable-end, three-bay dwelling retains itsside-hall
entrance paired doors, its raking cornice with wide returns and paired
ornamental brackets, and its full Jlength open porch with an wunusual

decorative <cornice trim of scalloped arches and drop finials between
columns supporting the porch.

HSTGRCAL SONHACANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

Due to its proximity to Charlestown and Boston, parts of East
Somerviiie were laid out for development in the early to md 1800s and

many Greek Revival houses remain as witness to this period of
devel opment. The early industries (Runey Pottery) and the Boston and
Lowell railroad bisecting East Somerviiie in 1835 were contributing
factors to this early development. Thus many of the new m d— 19th
century residents were Boston businessmen. By the 1860s and 1870s the

industrial growth of Somerviiie with factories (spike manufacturing,
meat packing, etc.) near Washington Street, there was an influx of

| aborers and the need for additional housing, thus. East Somerviiie
became densely populated with small narrow house lots, the sites of
single and two-family housing. Later development by 1885 saw nmany

|l arger brick and wood apartment houses on undeveloped lots in East
Somerviiie.

The Benjamin Gage House, built by 1869, is representative of the
housing of the area. Many Italianate and Second Empire houses remain
in the immediate area. This is one of the more elaborate examples that
has survived in tact. Gage worked as a machinist.
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Hopki ns, GM, Atlas of the City of Somerviiie, 1874,
City Directories, 1869 - i870s.
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