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AREA 

Town Somerv i i i e 

FORM NO. 
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Address 81 Pear l Stree" 

Historic Name unsnown 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
Mhlte) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of for*. 

A,' 

Sketch Nap: Draw ntp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 136o 

Source map research / v i s u a l a n a l y s i 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Mall Fabric c lapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See At tached Assessor 's Map 

Z E N 

UTM REFERENCE ^9 - 328/360 - k69k/390 

USGS QUADRANGLÊ  

SCALE 1:25,000 

Boston Nor th 

Condition f a i r 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage l ess than one acre 

Setting Nor th s ide o f urban r e s i d e n t i a 

s t r e e t i n xCast Somervi i ie among o the r 

I t a l i a n a t e and Second limpire dwelling? 

Recorded by Gretchen G. Schuler 

Organization Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commissio] 

Date September, 1983 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Benjamin Gage House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , d e s i g n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the mid t o l a t e -
1 9 t h c e n t u r y d e v e l o p m e n t of East S o m e r v i i i e . I t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t t o S o m e r v i i i e , t h u s , the d w e l l i n g f u l f i l l s 
C r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places and i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t at the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ilRCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coinmunity. 

The i n t a c t I t a l i a n a t e house i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e s t y l e of b u i l d i n g s 
c o n s t r u c t e d f o r housing i n S o m e r v i i i e i n the 1860s and 1870s. The two 
and o n e - h a l f s t o r y , gable-end, t h r e e - b a y d w e l l i n g r e t a i n s i t s s i d e - h a l l 
e n t r a n c e p a i r e d d o o r s , i t s r a k i n g c o r n i c e w i t h wide r e t u r n s and p a i r e d 
o r n a m e n t a l b r a c k e t s , and i t s f u l l l e n g t h open porch w i t h an unusual 
d e c o r a t i v e c o r n i c e t r i m of s c a l l o p e d arches and drop f i n i a l s between 
columns s u p p o r t i n g the p o r c h . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Due t o i t s p r o x i m i t y t o C h a r l e s t o w n and B o s t o n , p a r t s of East 
S o m e r v i i i e were l a i d out f o r development i n the e a r l y t o mid 1800s and 
many G r e e k R e v i v a l h o u s e s r e m a i n as w i t n e s s t o t h i s p e r i o d o f 
development. The e a r l y i n d u s t r i e s (Runey P o t t e r y ) and the Boston and 
L o w e l l r a i l r o a d b i s e c t i n g East S o m e r v i i i e i n 1835 were c o n t r i b u t i n g 
f a c t o r s t o t h i s e a r l y d e v e l o p m e n t . Thus many of t h e new mi d— 1 9 t h 
c e n t u r y r e s i d e n t s were Boston businessmen. By t h e 1860s and 1870s the 
i n d u s t r i a l growth of S o m e r v i i i e w i t h f a c t o r i e s ( s p i k e m a n u f a c t u r i n g , 
meat p a c k i n g , e t c . ) near W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , t h e r e was an i n f l u x of 
l a b o r e r s and the need f o r a d d i t i o n a l h o u s i n g , t h u s . East S o m e r v i i i e 
became d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d w i t h s m a l l narrow house l o t s , t he s i t e s of 
s i n g l e and t w o - f a m i l y h o u s i n g . L a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t by 1885 saw many 
l a r g e r b r i c k and wood a p a r t m e n t houses on undeveloped l o t s i n East 
S o m e r v i i i e . 

The B e n j a m i n Gage House, b u i l t by 1869, i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e 
housing of the a r e a . Many I t a l i a n a t e and Second Empire houses remain 
i n the immediate area. This i s one of the more e l a b o r a t e examples t h a t 
has s u r v i v e d i n t a c t . Gage worked as a m a c h i n i s t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
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historic current 
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architectural classification 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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