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Shansea, Mass. NRA
Town S/HINEA

Address 412 A d Warren Road

Historic Mire Benjam n Col e House

Use:  Present resi dence

Original resi dence/ f ar mst ead
DESCR PTI QN
Dat e 1701
Sour ce Wight, Hist, of Svansea
Style Geor gi an/ Feder al
Architect unknown

Exterior Wl Fabric : | apboard

Qut bui I di ngs bam(ca. 1890),
garage (ca. 1950), msc. small sheds
Maj or Alterations (with dates) probable

renodeling (18th cent.), rear ell (ca. 1850)

Condi tion excel | ent

Mved Date

no

Acr eage approximtely 4 acres
Setting Rural residential setting west of
Luther's Coner; house occupies a knoll

in aclearing; road noderately travelled

Recorded by KM Doodson/ K  Flynn/ K. Brooner
Organi zation Saansea Historical Comm ssion

Dat e 1978/ February 1986/ Novenber 1989



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHER! A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Cole House, 412 Od Warren Road, meets Criterion A as an intact farnstead reflecting
the early agricultural settlement of dd Saansea and Criterion C as a well-preserved
exanpl e of an 18th-century Ceorgian/ Federal vernacul ar farmhouse. Retaining integrity of

location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association, the Cole Housei s
significant on the local level.

[ ARCH TECTURAL SI QJI FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the community.

The ol dest docunented house i n Saansea (1701), the Cole House i s a 2"5-story, gabled and

cl apboarded structure noted for its massive brick center chimey. This farnmhouse, |ikely
renodelled inthe Federal period, has a symetrical, five-bay, center-entryfacade, a
double-pile plan, and a | -story gabled rear ell with a secondary entry on the northside.
The center entry, built out with a hipped roof enclos'ire marked by vide corner pilasters,
contains a vertical board door with iron strap hinges set ina plain surround. Cornerboards
and sill boards finish both main block and ell. Qher detailing included dripboards on

wi ndows of the main block, 22 sash on the facade, and 96 sash on the sides. Tie rear ell,
added ca. 1850, displays a sguare eave w ndow over the entrance on the north side and

a single doubl e-hung wi ndow i nthe gable end of the west side.

H STDR CAL SIGN FICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.

The Col es of Saansea are descendants of Janes Col e cf Plymouth, the first Cole to coneto
Arerica. Hs grandson, Benjamin Cole (1578-1748), who was bom in Saansea, married i n 1701
and built this house. The house has a |ong associationwith agriculture in Saansea, owned
first by the Coles and |ater by the Wlbur famly, wo operated the farmfromthe early

19th century until well into the 20th century. Oriented east on a colonial road through

dd Saansea connecting Luther's Comer/ Swansea Center with the present Warren, Rhode Island,
the Cole house is a fine exanple of the dispersed, self-sufficient farmsteads that
characterized Saansea settlement inthe 18th and early 19th centuries. Dairy farmng was

the farms focus, supplenented by market gardening inthe late 19th/early 20th centuries.

Architecturally, the house i s significant as the earliest extant house in Saansea. There are
indications of remodeling later inthe 18th century, including the treatment of the main
doorway, as well as the double range of roons arranged under a wi de gable roof rather than

in alean-to format. The former is not commonly seen in center-chimey houses of

sout heast em Massachusetts until the 1730s and 1740s [M 134].

Bl BLI GGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Bristol County records, Taunton, Mass. and Registry of Deeds, Fall River, Mass.

Assessors records, Snansea Town Hal |, and 1849 nmap of Snaansea, Saansea Public Library.
Col e Geneaol ogy, E B Cole, 1635.

Wight, 0. 0. History of Saansea, 1917.
Mass. Hist. Conm State Survey Team Historic and Archaeol ogi cal Resources of
-E Mass., 1982. A
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