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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

“The lar;:r ssction of the przs:at house w&s rebuilt in 1831 after a
fire, | Yhe ~iag remains intuct from the oriziaal house, probably built
shortly after 1741. Both the 18th ceatury wing and the 1831 section are
coursed cut aative browa stons, The 1831 'section measurss 3! =3" across
the froat aiaa 36'-1" decp; the 18th century wsiag 33'-1" across the froat,
21'-2" deep.

\
1631l Section - fxterior: This one story sectioa has a secoad floor and
attic unuer a gembrel roof,*receatly restored #ith wood shiaglss. The
roof on the rear has a curved swept overhang; the front is straight w~ith
a dood frisze below the coriice, Thers sre vaired brick chimaeys oa oae
gavle ead, Stoae stairs lead to the froat door aad & stoue bulknhead to
the cellar. Across the froat is the eatrance uwoor aund tvo +inuous. The
doorwsay is recessad aad framed vy fluteu Ioalc columns topp=sa Jith an
3avavlaturs, side lizhts aad faa lipght. This is set sithin a curved
stons archugay, The wsiadoas, originally 12/12, w~ere rcolaced with modsrn
sash., A4 date stone sprears above the wiadovs reauing "ARUJ 18631",

1831 Section - Iaterior: The first floor .as a broad sids hall aad a
parlor iront aad back. I.idwsy back the hall =re three vassigeways under
o brogen eatablature., Thzase lead to the stairc.se, rear cgatraiace aaa

clos2t. The tio parlors each have » fireplace on the gable ead wall, The

oraate Jood mantle has rree staading coloaiettes suuportin the maatle

sn2lf. ‘The wiadow cad door caslags ars tyovical of the uresk Revival style

Jith symetrical moluinzs anad wood carved coraer blocks +ith what apocars
to w2 @1 acorn, “the doors are six paael, ilush bezued oa oae side., The

walls are plaster th a plaster coraice 2w a ceiling hei ht of ten fest.

18th Ceatury wing - .xterior: Whis o.ae story stoude wWinz has a jable roof
Fith curved s.ept overhaags both front and beck. The large kiochen fire-
place chimaey risss at the senle ead exterior wall's Two doors with
traasom lizhts onen to tiie froat aad oae to the rear., The sianiow sash
have bez:1 replacad,

18th Ceatury +iag - Interiors There are two rooms vith a stair ovstaeen
leauing to the cellar aid to the three secoad floor chamoers, fhe
c2iliags have exposeu ceiling joists <hich sre planed zad bsedad, The
kitchea fireplace openinz is closed over, There is 2 door huag on strap
hinies ou each side of the firenlace leauin: to steep stairs to the
s2coad floor rooms. The celiar has stoas walls ail three orick arches
supportiag the kitchea fireplace. Havn ock joists are sxposad,.
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STAT OF SIGNIEICANCE . . . .
f"ﬂle Van Houten House is oae of the fews axisting pre-Revolutionary

structures of uutch desiza ia New Jersey.~\Although altared, much of the
colonial architecture has been presarved,

In 1703 ¥ajor Anthony srockhols purchasaa a 1500 acre tract of laad
oa which the Van Houten iiouse is now situated, His fowmily eacouraged
other families to setile about the arsa aad in 1724 Dirck Vea Houten
acquirzd 319 acres of laad from the Brockhols., Upon uvirck Jza Houten's
dzath the farmland was divided betasen two sons, Gerrebraat receiving
the land upon w#hich he had previously erected the house in question (1741)

Gerrabrant's soa, Jirck vai Houten, lived here duriilz the American
itevolution, The house is inuicated on nrskiie's Revolutioaary Jar laps
of Road Surveys (Shest Lo) in 1778.

iadrial, soa of uirck Van Houtea II, ealarged ths house in 1631 to
its oresent size.

Jhen Adrian Vvaa iloutzsa died in 1855 the Society for sstablishiag
Useful Maaufacturcrs purchased the estate as a soeculative ve.ature.
S.UMe, fouadad in 1791 by Alexanuer Haudlton, as aa early urban plan
for the developmeat of the city of Patersoa, waated to dam the passaic
diver ror more effecitive watar power ald asaeded the vaa kFoutea farm to
do so. S.U.M. sold much of the remaiaiiay property andt leaszd the Vaa
Houten Eouse to their director, iticharu Rossiter,

In 1889 the city o; ,?Eatsrlsb}n Rurchased tie Vaa Houten Houss.
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N2lsoa, Jilliam, Eistory of atiarson, 1901.

Society for shavlishilg Jseiii lawmfecturss (S.U.M.) 1ite Book (1791-
TO26Y, Tou i 1a J5%orsna Sublic oo Library, srosdwzy Branch.

Park Cormission Secratary's lecords, 1“88-1889, City of Paterson.

Official Pacords of the Couaty ie sister of the Couaty Surrogate for
Passaic Couaty, Patzrson court [Houss,
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R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW o i ° ST L BLT b7t | 7h° 11 28"

NE e ' - ° ' »
SE o , " o ’ »
SW. e ‘ . o ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: gna thiprd (1/3) =zcre

JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
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NAME AND TITLE:

George Ferensick, ',I1,P,, P.,P, Planning Jireccor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Patersoa Plraaing Beord for Perk Commission 2/1L/72
STREET AND NUMBER:
City Hall
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set N ﬂ,

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - - -
o y the Natio ar ' Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T State [} Local It
Date 5/7/75'

ATTEST:

Richard J, Sfllivan

Title s 2 ]

Py
saviroammantel Protection Keeper o The National Register

Date AuguSt 7, 1972 Date 3 - \S‘" 7‘3 7
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