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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The T. S. Haun House, situated on Main street in Jetmore, 
Kansas/ is a small two-story structure measuring approximately 18 
feet wide and 25 feet deep. The large hand-hewn yellow limestone 
blocks are basically uniform in size and laid in regular horizontal 
courses. The simple gable roof, formerly covered with wood shingles, 
is now covered with asbestos shingles./ The cornice is a simple 
undecorated board typical of the time when the building was con 
structed. Windows on both the first and second floors are simple 
rectangles with hand cut stone sills and lintels. Door openings are 
treated similarly. The present exterior appearance is the same as 
the original except for the asbestos shingles, the metal door frames 
and aluminum storm door. The Haun House is a good example of early 
vernacular architecture in western Kansas.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The T. S. Haun House in Jetmore, built in 1879, was the
house erected on the Jetmore townsite and the home of the first 
Jetmore resident, Thompson S. Haun.\ Haun brought his bride, Elizabeth 
Best, to present Hodgeman county from Clinton, Iowa, in 1878, when 
the county was just being organized. The Hauns took a pre-emption 
claim where Jetmore is now situated-, built a two-story stone house, 
and established the first newspaper in the county in an upstairs 
office.

Shortly afterward, Haun, who was a licensed attorney, success 
fully represented in court the settlers who wanted the Hodgeman 
county seat at the geographical center of the county, a location 
which was close to the Haun homestead. Jetmore became the permanent 
county seat in 1880. From early in 1881 to the spring of 1882 the 
county commissioners leased the east upstairs room of the Haun house 
for county offices and a courtroom. .The house was also used as a 
community center, for Sunday School classes, and for parties. The 
many visitors and all the activities at the house were such a strain 
on Mrs. Haun that the family moved one mile outside Jetmore in 1882. 
Their house in Jetmore was rented to C. E. Roughton who established 
in it the first store in Jetmore and also used it as a residence.

ODhe town of Jetmore was formally surveyed and plotted in the 
spring of 1882 by T. S. Haun on land which was part of his original 
claim. The Hauns were instrumental in the early growth of the town, 
donating sites for the courthouse, a school, two churches, and an 
academy and musical instituters^ They also made a generous donation 
of land which was sold to raise funds for the construction of the 
courthouse. Haun was a successful rancher, a lawyer, and served a 
term as county attorney. He was elected to the state legislature 
in 1887. His last law office was at Kinsley in Edwards county, 
lere he died in February, 1920. Mrs. Haun continued to receive

from the house in Jetmore after her husband's death. 
s\ The T. S. Haun House was given to Hodgeman county in 1964.X 

by Mrs. Margaret Raser, a daughter of the Hauns, for use as a museum, 
house is significant not only because it served so many functions 

for Jetmore and Hodgeman county but also because of the contributions 
of Thompson S. Haun to the settlement and growth of the area.
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level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local QiQ

•k 1 1 \ **m J

Name YV*/L M~~ YYvC^t^

Nyle IK Miller 

Title Executive Secretary, Kansas
State Historical Society 

Date December 14, 1971

STATE CODE

Kansas 66612 5n

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register. - • • -----

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hff tori c Preservation 

Date Y/^*<3 xV^T ^L
* /rrpp

^Mt^j^^tl^A
Keeper <m The National Sfeg<fiter*EG; ,, 

Date [ f f^ ^\^t^fr~T~ •----• ^——————————— ! ————— ̂ s\. /.Mi' \

Topeka)

MO .•V /v

m 
ni

•z.
CO

H 
73

n
H 

O
z



Form 10-300a 
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

Kansas

Hodgeman
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY

4AN

(Number all entries)

Raser, Margaret Haun, "The First Houses Built in Jetmore," Jetmore
Republican , March 7 , 1957. 

Raser, Margaret Haun, "It Happened 75 Years Ago/' Jetmore Republican ,
May 2 and 9, 1957. 

Raser, Margaret Haun, "Story of the County Seat," Jetmore Republican,
February 7 and 14, 1957.


