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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one-story hip roof cottage was the residence of Annie Tallent,
first white woman to enter the Black Hills. It is in this house that
she spant har final ) years, writing of her axperiences during the gold-
mining days. Her nhome is T1tt1nvlv Taced w1th cut stone that comes from
¢ the nearby Black Hills. The dwo]11nﬂ 1s”fwo bays wide and square in plan.
(é A front dormer adorns the truncated hin roof which has wood shingles. The
Le B house sits on a level around and has a large area of open land around it.
It *s in good condition with the only major alteration being the removal of

a frent porch. A Hick Schummer built the house in 1898 and rented it to
Jrs. Tallent.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1874, 1893 BUILDER/ARCHITECT jick Schummer

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The goldrush days in the Black Hills produced many notorious people,
including Yild Bill Hickock, Calamity Jan2, Poker Alice and Deadwood Dick.
Because these men and women received such notoriety, many other pioneers
have failed to gain proper recognition. One such person is Annie D. Tallent.

She was born in 1827, in ilew York state, and until the fall of 1874,
did 1ittle to achieve fame. But in that year she became a member of the
Sordon, or Collins-Russel party, which was the first group of civilians
to enter the Black Hills after the famous Custer expedition. Because of this,
Mrs. Tallent was the first known white woman to enter the area.

The region she saw belonged to the Sioux iation, and General Philip
Sheridan reiterated a previous order that white people were forbidden to
enter this land. Therefore, before leaving Sioux City, Iowa, the Gordon
party disquised themselves as settlers on their way to 9'Neill, Nebraska.

The group consisted of D.G. and Robert Tallent, her husband and son, and
twenty-four other men. They left on October 6th and reached their destin-
ation in December. The party followed Custer's route and set up a stockade
near Harney Peak. However, after finding some gold and remaining the winter,
the cavalry discovered the band and ordered them to go to Fort Laramie.

Mrs. Tallent and her family stayed in Cheyenme,lyoming, until the Black
Hills were legally opened in 1876. This remarkable pioneer remained in west-
ern South Dakota and was a teacher in Hill City, a Pennington County super-
1gtendent of schools, and one of the most respected citizens of that part of
the state.

Tallent's final years were spent in this 1898 home, which has arch-
itectural significance because of its use of native cut stone. Here she
wrote her memoirs of earlier days entitled The Black Hills: er The Last

Hunting Ground of the Dakotas. She was truly a remarkable woman in South
Dakota history.
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