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The 35th Parallel Route exists today as: (1) a long-sbandoned wagon road; (2) a modern Ry
railroad; and (3) a modern highway. This nomination applies only to the rewairnas of the’ v
wagon road within Petrified Forest National Park. The sbandoned traca of tha wagon road X
enters Petrified Forest National Park from Navajo Spring to the east, crossing the park x
boundary at the southeast correr of Section 36, T 20 N, R 24 %, The trall or road fhen
courses southwesterly across the park for about six miles, ieaving the park on the
south side of Section 17, T 19 N, R 24 E, en routa to the ruins of a stage station o
located outside the Park beside Lithodendrom Wash, 5
The trall aud wagon road exists as an eroded trough across the land, cut by the hooves ; .

of thousands of animals and the iron-rimmed whecls of many wagons end stagecoaches. .
Along its length through the park, a discernable differcnce in plant growth on the \ s?:‘
road differentiates it from the suzrounding grassland. ;'”’
. . [ SR
The railroad and the wodern highway are not coneidercd part of this property, ; :sgy
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The 35th Parallel Route is of regional significance in the categories of exploration/
settlement and transportation. The 35th Parallel Route was pioneered in historic

times by traders and trappers, explored and rapped by Army topsgranhicyl enginsers,
developed into a wagon road by the Beale Camal expedition, surveyed for a rallroad by

4 government survey party, used by a scageccach line across northern Arizona, constructed
3s a railroad route roughly paraileling ths wagon road, the wagon road portion later taken
over by automobliles and upgraded throuah succassive pavings and realignments to an sutumc-
bile highway, and in recent years, reconstructed as a divided interstate highvay. Thus, '
the route was a historically significant avenue of discovery, setilement, and transporte-
tion. The 35th Parallel Route has been used by all forms of ground transportation and
today forms a major teaffic artery across tha-desert Southwest.

The first white Americans In the Southwesterd Unitsd States were the traders and trappers
who in the 1830's and 1840's developed a route betwsen the Zuni viilages (n wsstern
New Mexico and the crossings of the Little Colorado River, nsar the present-day Arlzona

towns of Holbrook and Josepn City. Very llkely, they were preceded by prehistoric Indians
who, of cuurse, left no written record.

After this reaion was acqulired from Mexico In the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo In 1848,
the U.S. Government undertock exploration of Its new acaulsition, empleyling principally
the U.S. Army's Corps of Topographlcal Engineers. In 1851, Captain torenzo Sitgrauves

carrfed out a reconnaissance along this route, crossing northern Arizena from Altbuquerque
to the Colorado from September to December that year. .

in 1853, Congress appropriated $159,000 for six transcontinental rallroad surveys, one

- of which, along the 35th Parallel, followed thls route. In 1853 and 185&4, st Licutenant

Amlel Weeks Whipple led an expeditlon across this route and surveyad It as the 35th
Parallel Route. Whipple's survey was the detailed examination of the route nhich made 1t
prominent, and 1t was published as Senate Executive Doctrant 73 and House Exscutlve

Document 31, 33rd Congress, Second Session. (Volumes 111 and IV of the Pacific Rajlroad
Surveys.)

From August 1857 to January 1858, an expedition to establish a wagon road from Fort
Defiance to California followed Whipple's route. It was headed by a civilian (and ex-tavy
Officer) named Edward Fitzgerald geale, and although Feale's survey was not as P-oortant
as Whipple's, It became equally famous due ta the fict that Seale's g3ty erplovod canals
which the U.S. Army Imported to Texas for experimzntation in the Scuthwasz. fefersaces £
the 35th Parallel Route as the "Beale Camel Trall' conmenorate Scale's vzssaca ard his
work clcaring a wagon road, although Beale's party nelirer picacered tha trall nor was (e
first to survey it.

\
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The trail was used by others in Intervening years, including wagon frelighters, emigrants
and stagecoaches. Between 1800 and 1884, the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad constructed ’
_ Its Western Division along “his route between Albuquerque and Meedles, forming part of
L, yet anothar transcontinental rallroad route and proving the feasibllity of Whipple's

' route. In the 1830's, this division of the A & P was absorbed by the Atchison, Topeka
4 and Santa Fe Railway, and today comprises part of one of the main transcontinental
; line: of the Santa Fe railway system. : ’ -

The 35th Paralle)l Route across northern Arizona continued to accommodate occasional -
wagons, and in the early 20th Century automobiies began to use it. Thus, it evolved
into U.S5. 66 linterstate 40) along basically the rame route, although engineering
rcquirements of modern highway construction have altered the route in many locations,

_ In Petrified Foresy, part of the old wagon road remains Intact, roughly parallie! to tha
N : : modern highway and the tracks aof the railroad. Thls nomination applies to the wagon

' : road remains cf this route, and a space of 50 feet on either side of the route, except
- B where the modern highway crosses [it. There are no structural or bullding remains
associated with the route within Patrified Forest National Park.

e s

The railroad and the modern highway are not subject to :vis nomination.

owned and operated by that company, therefore, not within the scope of National Park
Service responsibility under the provisions of Executive Order 11593.. The present
Santa Fe right-of-way, tracks and structures represent a thoroughly modern rallroad
plant which is the result of evolutionary processes in railroad technology, and In fts

; present form is ineligible for the National Register under the fifty year restriction
i in Natlonal Recister criter:a. :

i The rallroad exists as a modern main line of the Atchizon, Topeka and Santa Fe, and is
g
4

Interstate Highway 40 s in a status simiiar to that of the railrcad, not subject to

o : C National! Park Service responsibiiity or authority in terns of historic preservation,

and in its present form a thoroughly modern divided highway which represents the result
- o of evolutionary processes in highway design, In its present form Ineligible for the
3 National Register under the fifty year restriction in National Register critaria.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DLSTRIPY :om The trail angles into the park hea;gd northwesterly,
then .utnﬂ and leaves f“\e ark headed wost~-southwesterly; the b ary comsgists ol a
stri right-of-way" which exteuds i{itty feet on eithér side of tne trail, exclud-
the gighvay right-of-ways which cross it and the Park Headquarters complax built over
a portion of it, The UTM coordinates cover two rectargles which ;dentify its geo-
graphic location, but are not its boundary.
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