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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Snow Fountain and Clock stands i nt hem ddle of Wnthrop Square, at the « >.
intersection of North and East Main Streets. Although thepresent aproni s
asphalt, contenporary reports suggest that i twas originally surrounded by cobble-
stones and a granite curb. The surrounding neighborhood i sm xed comrercial,
residential andinstitutional.

The south half of thebase of theobject i sa sem -circular, 12' diameter, granite
horse trough. The trough has a sculptured cyna recta profile with a nolded!lip

and full round returns ontheside. [|ti snowused as a planter. The north side

of the base has three granite steps that lead toa granite drinking fountain. The
asphalt covered granite curb may have been a fourth step. This small basin has a

cynma recta profile topped by a smaller cavetto profile. @ theeast and west

sides aredog troughs. The water was supplied from scul ptured dog heads.

Above this first stage i stheclock structure, which rests on a square granite
base with an egg and dart cornice. n theeast, west, and north sides are
roccaille. O thenorth side i sa dedication plagque. Above theplinth of the
base i sa cyna recta, bound icanthus torus, and cavetto. The square columi s
proportioned and fluted with a sem -spherical stop flute at the bottom Above
the astragal, thecapital i shorizontallyridged with slender volutes running
out tothecorners. The abacus i sexaggerated t osupport theclock. The four
sides areridged horizontally and flare out tothefour thirty diameter clock
faces which have raised bronze numerals. At thecorners areshields withtop
volutes and spears that conceal incandescent bulbs. The four sides recede quickly
to thefinial with incandescent bulbs along theridges. The topof the finial
has incandescent bulbs on thefour sides and i stopped by a acorn |antern.

The clock was built by theE Howard Clock Conpany and erected i n1902. The clock
was refurbished and restored i n 1976. The long disappeared wooden hands aret obe
replaced with gold-leafed alum numsubstitutes. The black polished granite balls
at thenortheast and northwest corners of the base were renoved sone time ago.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Snow Fountain and Clock i ssignificant

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

as aninportant local

clocK: E. Howard & Compay

fountain:

an exanple of civic munificence by aninmportant Brockton citizen.

[ andmar k,

Milnes & Chalvers, Cont.

and as

The Snow Fountain and Clock was presented totheCity of Brockton by the | ndus-
trialist George G Snowi n 1902. He was a prom nent Brockton shoe manufacturer,

whose house stood just east of thefountain onEast Main Street. Theclock
and fountain quickly became aninmportant |ocal landmark t oBrockton citizens,
as well as tohorses anddogs. Theclock was soinmportant that i n 1950, when

the clock was no | onger functioning, theCity erected a nodern clock across on
the facade of North Main Street sotravelers could continue tomark their time
at Wnthrop Square. Theclock i sonce again i nworking order andwill continue
to serve a useful purpose t othecomunity.
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27 May 1977

M. Charles Herri n%ton, Chi ef
Regi stration Branc

National Register of Historic Pl aces

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservati
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed pl ease find noinination forns for the followng properties:

1. Brockton: ShowFountai nand d ock

2. Hadley: Hadley Center Historic District
3. Holden: Hol den Center Historic District
4. Natick: Natick Center Historic District

These properties have al | been voted and revi ewed by t he State Revi ew Board
and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely Yours,
Patricia L. Vsl owski

Survey Director . o
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encs.
PLWjro
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Nane Locati on
Ce&tral Fire Station Brockt on
Plyrnuth Gounty

UoM Fount al u and 4 ock Br ockt on
Pl ynouth Gounty

Ki ngnan, Gardner J., Booaa Brockt on
Pl ynouth Gounty

Al'so Notified
Hon. rd.-ard Kanncdy ftota 'i;;tor::c Trcrcrve Cioa Ciiicer

u -V

Lu;.,ioual iUrector, Kortli Aulauti;

880 MWt t/row 7129/ 77






