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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEAAA~C:I: 

In 1909 the warren .and Ouachita Valley Railway Station ~~s built neat down­
town Warren. Two years lnter tl'.is depot b\~ildinq was .heavily :iaoaqect by a 
fire; much of the .buildinq vas destroyed. By the end of 1911 the dcp<;lt had 
been rebuilt on the same site at a cost just under $6,000.00. 

T~ warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station is a two-storey !rame structure 
. wi~h a larqe one-storey warehouse extendinq from the rear elevation. A 

gable roof extends above t..'le warehouse to covu the loadin9 docks alonq-side 
both the north and south elevations. The building is cream-colored with aark 
red trim. 

The two-storey section of the railway !;tation has a hip roof with shed-roof 
dormers on the south, east . and north elevation.s. The first storey is 
sheathed in narrow claplx>ard while Ute second storey am the dormers are 
covered with rectangular shinqles. The paired windows have plain trim on 
botr. storeys, but those on tlte lower floor have arched fanlights above 
each pair. 

Extending acros s the facade is a one-storey porch roof supported by three 
brack_ets. Twin entries are located on either side of the facade. Each 
Pntry has recta ngular sideligh~s above panellin9 and a wide transom with 
rectangular lights. 

Projecting from the north elevation is a one-storey, three-sided bay. 
Secondary entries set in semi-circular arches are located at the west end 
of both the north and south elevations. The nore, entry has double doors, vhile 
the sou~t entry has a single doer w~th sidelights on the east side of tha 
door. Both entries on the side elevations have fanlight tr~nsams. 

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station rests on its origlrul site 
along-side the short-line railroad tracks in Warren. Railroad offices 
still occupy the upstairs and rear portions of the building1 however, tha 
oriqinal waiting room now houses ~ arts and crafts shop. The buildinq hae 
been in continual use since its construction and remaing in very qcod 
condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station was :onstructed in 1'})9. 
Following a destructive fire, most of the frame buildi.nq was rebuilt i."\ 
1911. This architecturally interestinq structure is also significant 
for the role ~ t played in t _he econ=ic d evelopmRllt of Bradley County. 

Tracks for the Wa..--ren a nd Ouachita Valley were laid over the site 
surveyed for the fi.rst n.ilroad chartered in Aritanaas. On August 12, 
1852, the Arkansas General A3semhly granted a c harter to the Mi~sissippi, 
Ouachita and ?.cd River Railroad . This railroad 'Was planned to C:rt'SS south 
Arkansas ! r.om Far~~son 's Po int en the Misaissippi River to Fulton r.ear 
the . Texas border. Though t h9 entire r 01,1te was cleared and the roadbed 
graded , no usab le tracks were ever l aid by the c o.npany. Engir,eering 
difficultic,-;, health .proble!:!s c aused by s-.mmer heat and mo~>quitos, and 
financial t.t·oubles all combined to provent the Mississippi, OUadJ.ta ond 
Red River Railroad from ever ccmpletinq its proposed track. 

In 1899 a portion o f the track graded by the Missi.:sippi, Ouachita and 
Red River Railroad was incorporated into the track laid by the Warren 
and Ouachita Valley. Thus, a portion of track planned t:y Arkansas' first 
chartered railroad was fir~lly put in service some 50 years after the 
charter was iss ued. The Warren and Ouachi ta Va lloy was originally intended 
to link Warren and Camde n; ho...-eve.r, difficulty in laying track through tha 
marsh .land forced cessatior. of the line at B.L.'"llts. 

The Warren and Ouachita Valley track was l:;1ilt to aerve the lUIIIber industry 
ir. Bradley County. The sixteen-mile rdlroad was incorporated t~r.d built 
by two of the principal l=ber cCI!lp.m.ies in warren, the Arbruia~ Lumbf&r Compant 
and the Southerll LUI!Ibe.r Coo:pany. The railroad , which linked Wan·en wi t.'l the 
Rock Island Railroad at Banks, was designed to supply the two largfl lwnbc!.r 
llills belonging to the ArkanSas and So•Jthe~n Lumber Companies. In addition 
to servinq the lumber industry, the Warren and Ouachiea Valley Rsilway was 
also use:l as a passenger line from its opening in 1899 until just after 
World War II. 

The depot for this short-line railroad consists ot a blo-.rtoray fra!Jie strQCture, 
with a large one-storey warehouse extending fr0111 the rear elnvation. Shoo-

~--~,.,.,..---

roof dormera project from tlia hip roof on t ha front and side ulevations. A 
one-storey porch roof extends across the facade and covers thit twin e ntries. 
Narrow clapboard is used to cover the first-storey walla1 rectangular sh.inglea 
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l 

, :.:>ver the second storey and dormers. Semi-circular arches on the side 
elevations and a one-scorey bay on the second storey are especially 
j· . .;eresting features. 

In 1948, Roc~ Isla~d Railroad purchased the Warra1 and Oue.chita Valley 
Railway. Though passenyer service ended at that time, commercial 
service has continued. The depot waiting r>ems are now occupied by 
an arts and crafts shop, with the Rock Island offices located in the 
upstairs and rear portions of tne building. Two fireproof vaults o;1 
the gro~d .floor nold records datin~ back to 1899. 

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Rai~~·ay Station is an architecturally 
significa~t co~~rcial struc ture in south-central A~kansas. The two­
storey fra~e depct is noteably diff~~ent from the usual one-storey 
·brick or frame depots built in most small Arkansas towns in the early 
twentieth century. The building is also in?Qrtanl as a local landmark 
represent i ng the co~rcial history of the_ Bradley County area, and for 
its assoc i ation with the first railroad chartered in Arkansas. 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 

Warren and Ouachita Valley 
Railway Station 

County, State 

Bradley, 
Arkansas 

Reference Number 

77000244 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

_x_ Nomination Form ( Microfilm Photocopy) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 
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