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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1909 the Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station was built near down-
town Warren. Two years later this depot brilding was heavily damaged by a
fire; much of the building was destroyed. By the end of 1911 the depot had
been rebuilt on the same site at a cost just under $6,000.00.

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station is a two-storey ¢rame structure

.with a large one-storey warehouse extending from the rear elevation. A

gable roof extends above the warehouse to cover the loading docks along-side
both the north and south elevations. The building is cream-colored with dark

red trim.

The two-storey section of the railway station has a hipb roof with shed-roof
dormers on the south, east and north elevations.
sheathed in narrow clapboard while the second storey and the dormers are -

covered with rectangular shingles.

The first storey is

The paired windows have plain trim on

both storeys, but those on the lower floor have arched fanlights above

each pair.

Extending across the facade is a one-storey porch roof supported by three
brackets. Twin entries are located on either side of the facade. Each
entry has rectangular sidelights above panelling and a wide transom witn

rectangular lights.

Projecting from the north elevation is a one-storey, three-sided bay.
Secondary entries set in semi-circular arches are located at the west end
of both the north and south elevations. The north entry has double doors, while
the soutli entry has a single door with sidelights on the east side of the
~ door. Both entries on the side elevations have fanlight transoms.

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Railway Station rests on its original site

along-side the short-line railroad tracks in Warren.

Railroad offices

still occupy the upstairs and rear portions of the building; however, the

original waiting room now houses an arts and crafts shop.

The building has

been in continual use since its construction and remains in very gcod

condition.
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. the Texas border.

The Warren and OCuachita Valley Railway Station was constructed in 1979. £
Follewing a destructive fire, most of the frame building was rebuilt in
1911. This architecturally interesting structure is also significant
for the role t played in the economic development of Bradley County.

Tracks for the Warren and Ouachita Valley were laid over the site
surveyed for the first railroad chartered in Arkansas.
1852, the arkansas General Assembly granted a charter to the Mississippi,
Ouachita and rFeod River Railroad. This railrcad was planned to cross south
Arkansas from Ferguson's Point con the Missgissippi River to Fulton rear
Though tha entire route was cleared and the roadbed
graded, no usable tracks were ever laid by the company. Engineering
difficulties, health problems caused by summer heat and mosquitos, and
financial troubles all ccmbined to prevent the Mississippi, Ouachita and
Red River Railrcad from ever ccmpleting its proposed track.

In 1899 a portion of the track graded by the Mississippi, Ouachita and

Red River Railroad was incorporated into the track laid by the Warren

and Cuachita Valley. Thus, a portion of track planned by Arkansas' first
chartered railroad was finally put in service some 50 years after the
charter was issued. The Warren and Ouachita Vallaey was originally intended
to link Warren and Camden; however, difficulty in laying track through tha
marsh land forced cessationr of the line at Banks.

-

The Warren and Ouachita Valley track was biilt to serve the lumber industry

in Bradley County. The sixteen-mile railroad was incorporated and built

by two of the principal lumber campanies in Warren, the Arkansas Lumber Campany
and the Southern Lumber Company. The railroad, which linked Warrea with the
Rock Island Railroad at Banks, was designed to supply the two large lumber
mills belonging to the Arkansas and Southern Lumber Companies. In addition

to serving the lumber industry, the Warren and OCuachita Valley Railway was

also used as a passenger line from its cpening in 1839 until just aftexr
World War II.

The depot for this short-line railrocad consists of a two-storey frame structure,
with a large one-storey warehouse extending from tha rear elavation. Shed-
roof dormers project from the hip roof on the front and sida clevations. A
one-storey porch roof extends across the facade and covers the twin entries.
Narrow clapboard is used to cover the first-storey walls; rectangular shingles

On August 12, , &
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«<.over the second storey and dormers. Semi-circular arches on the side
elevations and a one-storey bay on the second storey are especially
3 .ceresting features.

In 1948, Rocx Island Railroad purchased the Warrea and Ouachita Valley
Railway. Though passenyer service ended at that time, commercial
service has continued. The depot waiting rooms are now occupied by

an arts and crafts shop, with the Rock Island offices located in the
upstairs and rear portions of the building. Two fireproof vaults o.i
the ground floor nold records dating back to 1899.

The Warren and Ouachita Valley Raiiway Station is an architecturally
significant commercial structure in south-central Avkansas. The two-
storey frame depct is noteably diffarent from the usual one-storey
‘brick or frame depots built in most small Arkansas towns in the early
twentieth century. The building is also important as a local landmark
representing the commercial history of the Bradley County area, and for
its association with the first railroad chartered in Arkansas.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number

Warren and Ouachita Valley Bradley, 77000244
Railway Station Arkansas

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

_X_Nomination Form ( Microfilm Photocopy)

____Photographs
___USGS Map
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2. Location
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Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? J ves D no

7. Description
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=] excellent [] deteriorated ] unaltered O] original site
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fis) fair O unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

[J completeness

[ clarity
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9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

[J Photographs
[J other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:
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HISTORIC
WARREN AND OUACHITA VALLEY RAILWAY STATION

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION '

CITY. TOWN —_VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
WARREN BRADLEY ARKANSAS

[} MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WARREN SE QUADRANGLE (ADVANCE PROOF)

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1973
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