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1. Name of Property

historic name Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 941 Cold Springs Road

city or town Gold Hill

n not for publication N/A 

_____ ^ vicinity

state California _code ^ county El Dorado _code 017 zip code 95633

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this S nomination 
□ request tor determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Placed ^c/meets the procedural arc 
S meets □ d )4s lot meet the National Rig 
□ statewide l4l|io(^lly. ( □ See continilatjoi

professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
ster Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant S nationally 
sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifyirig official/T tie

California Office of Historic Prg servation 
State or Federal agency and bireau

Date

In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( □ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:

□ entered in the National Register
□ See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the
National Register

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the

National Register 
n removed from the National 

Register
□ other (explain):

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

^ private 
n public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

□ building(s)
□ district 
^ site
□ structure
□ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing

2Zbuildings
1_________________ sites

_________________ structures
______________objects

3 7 _______ Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple properly iisting.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic_____________ _
Agriculture: silk and tea farm

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Agriculture: oastureland

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No Style - farmhouse vernacular

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Rhyolite (local igneous rock) 

roof Wood/metal 

walls Wood

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
Japanese Ethnic Heritage

Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

Fxnloration/Settlement

Agriculture

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

□C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

Period of Significance
1869-1871

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Significant Dates

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or a grave.

□ Da cemetery.

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
Japanese________

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.
Architect/Builder
N/A___________

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

£-■?

’.'1

9, Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested.
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record #

Primary Location of Additionai Data
□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency, Marshall Gold Discovery State 

Historic Park
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other

Name of repository:
American River Conservancy. Coloma
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Name oT t-ropeay
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 54,3 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting
1 _ _____
2 _ _____

Northing Zone

3 _
4 __

Easting Northing

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

a

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Rphecca Allen. Ph.D.. and Kimberly Wooten_ 

organization Past Forward. Inc.__________ ___________ date 15 March 2009

street & number PO Box 969 Jelephone 530-333-4547

city or town Garden Valiev state CA zip code 95633

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner __________________
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Hftifin L. Veerkamo Revocable Trust. % Gary Veerkamp, Trustee

street & number 8691 Gunner Way telephone 916-965-8780

city or town Fair Oaks state ^ zip code 95628

Paoerwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Histone Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing hstings. Response to this request is required
abenetitinaccordancewiththeNationalHistoricPreservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 efseq.). w roui«wir,n
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of “m tot^e S Administrative Serv'ices Division. National Park Service. P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127: and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description

The site of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm is an intact rural landscape, located in 
Gold Hill, approximately 2 miles south of the town of Coloma, where gold was discovered in 
California. Although near the gold fields, local farms dominated the Gold Hill area. In 1869, on 
behalf of Matsudaira Katamori (a daimyo of the Tokugawa family), agent John Henry Schnell 
purchased land and buildings from Charles Granerto establish the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Colony. Japanese colonists planted and maintained mulberry trees and silkworm cocoons for 
silk farming, as well as tea plants and seeds. Dominant features of the landscape that convey 
the history of the short-lived colony are a residence, barn, associated vegetation, small pond, 
and expansive agricultural fields.

The residence was built by the original owner (Graner) and may date as early as 1856; physical 
evidence found in the basement suggests that Graner expanded the building to its current 
confiquration during his tenure. The house is a simple two-story rectangular (58 ft. north-south 
by 48 ft. east-west) gable-roof farmhouse with a wrap around porch and a lean-to addition on the 
north side. There is a full basement, where the dressed stone foundation construction can be 
seen. The house is wood-framed; full dimension lumber and square nails are evident. The 10 ft. 
wide covered porch dominates the south, west, and north elevations. The main entrance is on 
the west elevation: the downstairs has a center door with a set of two windows flanking the 
entrance; three evenly spaced windows dominate the top floor. There is a 1950s era extended- 
gable rear addition placed on the east side; original exterior building elements are visible on the 
interior. Overall, the exterior of the building maintains excellent historical integrity. The bottom 
interior of the house has been modified, although many original elements remain; the interior of 
the second floor is divided into several small sleeping rooms, and appears to retain much of its 
historical integrity.

The barn is north of the main house; it measures 68 >2 ft. north-south by 65 >2 ft. east-west. It is 
roughly square building with a multi-pitched gable roof of corrugated iron over wood shingles. 
The wood-framed structure is covered with V-rustic siding, and is of post construction on a rock 
foundation. The floor is of tongue and groove construction. Full dimension lumber was used in 
its construction, and many main structural elements show mortise and tenon cutouts; square cut 
nails are also evident. The building has been remodeled on the exterior and interior; original 
lumber was used but evidence of wire nails suggests a later structural strengthening and 
remodeling for use as a dairy barn.

Other vegetative and physical evidence of the Wakamatsu Colony can still be seen in the local 
landscape. A large keaki (Zelcova) tree is next to the house and was planted by the Japanese 
colonists. The colonists also planted mulberries on the property to the east of the house and 
barn. The original mulberries have long since died, but approximately 10-12 volunteers remain.
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suggesting where the colonists conducted their sericulture experiments. During their first year on 
the property, Wakamatsu colonists excavated and filled a small pond for fish culture. The 
approximately Va acre pond is found east of barn; its size varies according to the rainfall. 
Agricultural lands surround the main house and barn, and extend to the west and east of the 
main cluster of structures. According to the contemporary newspaper accounts and an 1871 
General Land Office Map, Schnell and the Wakamatsu colonists planted these fields with tea 
plants and a vineyard; while these specific plants are no longer grown, the property has 
remained as agricultural fields since that time. Comparison of the modern landscape with an 
1883 lithograph shows that the physical appearance of the house, as well as the barn, and 
surrounding agricultural fields has remained remarkably intact.

In 1873, Francis Veerkamp purchased the Wakamatsu Colony lands. His descendants have 
owned the property since that time, maintained agricultural use of the property. Additional non
contributing buildings represent the tenure of the Veerkamp family. A small wood-framed 
rectangular (24 ft. x 12.5 ft.) tractor barn is between the primary residence and barn; based on its 
full dimension lumber, and possible correlation with the 1883 lithograph, it dates to the late 19th 
century. During the early 20th century use of tne farm as a dairy, a long rectangular (68 ft. x 18 
ft.) dairy barn and wood-framed residence (49.5 ft. x 24.5 ft.) were built behind (east) of the 
primary barn. A circa 1930s-1940s rectanguiar (18 ft. x 24.5 ft.) wood-framed garage was built 
just northeast of the main residence. Another 1950s residence (24 ft. x 28 ft.) was built east of 
the main residence, behind a small hill and not in the viewshed of the historic structures. Two 
additional non-contributing outbuildings are directly across Cold Springs Road from the primary 
residence. One is small wood-framed rectangular shed (18 ft. x 16 ft.) that may have materials 
from the early 20th century, but has been reconstructed. The second is a post-1940s rectangular 
(40 ft. X 60 ft.) shed.

Despite these later additions, the core of the Wakamatsu Colony lands retains integrity of their 
rural setting. The barn and house are adjacent to Cold Springs Road, the central road running 
through the town of Gold Hill. As during the tenure of the colony, expansive agricultural fields 
and rolling hills surround the buildings on all sides, including the lands west of the road. In 
addition, the vegetation and small pond convey the setting when the colonists occupied the land.
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Statement of Significance

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony site is eligible for listing in the National Register under 
Criterion A at a national level of significance in the areas of ethnic heritage, agriculture, and early 
settlement. It is one of the oldest properties in North America associated with Japanese 
permanent settlement in the United States. Members of the colony occupied the site from 1869- 
1871. The site has a residence and barn associated with the Wakamatsu settlers, mulberry trees 
(for sericulture) planted by the colonists, and associated agricultural fields and pond. The 
agricultural setting, including surrounding farmlands, has remarkable integrity, maintaining its 
rural setting. Overall, the site represents the vanguard of Japanese American contributions to 
the culture of the United States.

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony contributes significantly to the broader patterns of the 
nation’s history/ under the themes of Ethnic Heritage and Exploration/Settlement as the site of 
the first permanent settlement of Japanese immigrants in the continental United States. The 
Wakamatsu colonists occupied the site from the summer of 1869 to the spring of 1871, and 
were a critical portent of the Japanese immigration to come in the last decades of the 19th 
century. Of the 55 people of Japanese heritage documented by a United States census in 1870, 
22 were settled at the Wakamatsu Colony in Gold Hill. The added uniqueness of the some of the 
Wakamatsu colonists, members of the Japanese samurai (military) class, adds another level of 
importance to the ethnic heritage of the site. Mary Schnell, the daughter of Jou and John Henry 
Schnell, was two months old at the time of the census, and the first child of a Japanese 
immigrant born in the U.S. During the dedication of the California Historical Landmark plaque, 
the year 1969 was designated as the centennial of the Japanese immigration to the United 
States.

The contributions of the colony to California’s agricultural industry are tied culturally to their 
Japanese heritage and include a focus on sericulture and tea, Japan’s two most important 
export industries at the time the colony was established. While some prior experimentation with 
tea and silk farming had been attempted (by non-Japanese) in California, these efforts met with 
little success. Under the theme of Agriculture, the contributions of the Colony to the agriculture 
industry are recognized; they mark the beginning of Japanese influence on the agricultural 
economy of California and the United States. The Japanese colonists, like the later Japanese 
immigrants of the 1880s and 1890s, made significant contributions to the agricultural 
development and crop specialization, particularly in the western United States. For nearly a 
century and a half, the integrity of the rural agricultural setting of the Colony has been 
maintained, including the residence occupied by colonists and the native trees that they planted.
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Mining Company, Elko County, Nevada, where he erected the large 
reduction works during 1872-1873. In 1873, he returned to 
C^iifoinia, then went east where he was employed in the 
development of lead and i:inc mines in western Missouri In 1875 
he spent several months in the gold fields of North Carolina 
“experting" mines for capitalists of New York.

By 1875, Crawford's family and other investors of 
Philadelphia purchased the Eureka Ditch and the Dty Gulch 
Hydraulic Mine in El Dorado County, California, naming their 
acquisition Park Canal and Mining Company (Sioli 1883 : iJ*l-106). 
Crawford left his employment in North Carolina, returning to 
California to accept the position of general manager of the newly 
rormed company, and took up residence in the Cay farnilv house in 
Pleasant Valley.

Crawford established the offices of the Park Canal and 
Mining Company in Dry Culch and in Diamond Springs; and then, 
together with Pleasant Valley's ditch engineer, E. V. Davenport, 
work was commenced renovating and enlarging the old ditches and 
extending new ditches higher into the mountains eastward, 
bringing more water to his Dry Culch Hydraulic Mine, to his 
Tennessee Mine, and to customers as far westward as the American 
Reservoir (today's Bass Lake near El Dorado Hills).

Crawford who first envisioned major storage
water where Lake Jenkinson lies behind today's Sly

In Soquel, Santa Cruz County, California, on 9-30-1880, John 
Jones Crawford married Miss Frances Morey, sister of Henry S
Morey, operator of Placervi1le's flour mill, machine shop, and 
foundry. ‘ '

Influential in community, county and state politics,
Crawford was also a Drillmaster for the Knights of Pythias in 
1882; he encouraged horticulture on Diamond Ridge, 1883; he was 
Aide-de-Camp for Placerville's Grand Army of the Republic, Post 
108; he was Marshal of Placerville's 4th of July celebration,
1887; he released 40,000 salmon trout into the ditches and 
streams in the Diamond Ridge area during 1887; and he was a 
Mystic Shriner in the Golden Gate Commandery of the Knights 
Templar at the time of his death in 1914. He was also involved 
in Californians anti-Chinese movement in the 1880s, believing 
that jobs in California should be reserved exclusively for U.S. 
citizens.

(continued)



NPS FormlO-900-a 
(8-86)

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm 
El Dorado County, CA

Section number_8_ Pages.

640 tan is equivalent to about 160 acres. Alternatively, Schnell may have embellished. Schnell’s 
report to the newspaper about the size and equipment at the Colony was expansive: he claimed 
a “large orchard, thousands of bearing vines, grain fields, a good brick [sic] house well furnished, 
a barn, well-appointed wine house, implements of husbandry, horses, wagons, cows, pigs, 
fowls, and good and abundant water" (Starns 1993:90). It is difficult to tell how much Schnell 
was hoping for and what he understood from Graner, as he had yet seen the property. Schnell’s 
purchase certainly included a house, barn, and fields.

In any case, once at the Colony site, the colonists quickly went to work, establishing their farm, 
planting mulberry trees, oil plants, and constructing a pond for breeding fish. Schnell 
successfully displayed silk cocoons at the 1869 California State Agricultural Fair in Sacramento. 
In March 1870, a California newspaper noted that the colonists had received and planted more 
than 140,000 tea plants. The tea plants were likely planted in the flat fields west of the main 
residence and barn.

During the fall of 1869, and summer of 1870, at least 26 more Japanese colonists came to join 
the Wakamatsu Farm. Some of the colonists were farmers, some skilled workers such as a 
carpenter, and some were of the lower samurai class. According to the 1870 U.S. census, there 
were 55 Japanese in the United States. Of these, 22 were colonists at Wakamatsu: 14 men. 6 
women, and 2 children. The two children were Schnell’s daughters, one born in Japan, and one 
at the Wakamatsu site. Van Sant (2000:125) estimates that the number of Japanese colonists at 
Wakamatsu was more likely 35, by far the largest grouping of Japanese settlers in the United 
States at that time.

At the 1870 Horticultural Fair in San Francisco, Schnell and two colonists displayed tea plants 
and silkworms. The colonists also planted grapevines and the 1870 census lists Fred Dielbol, a 
Swiss winemaker, present at the Colony. The 1871 General Land Office map makes note of 
“Schnell’s Vineyard.” The local newspaper, the Mountain Democrat, praised the industriousness 
of the Japanese colonists (Starns 1993:93; Van Sant 2000:126-127).

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm was destined to be short-lived. Many factors 
contributed to the Colony’s collapse: temporary drought, competition for water with local miners 
who “jumped claim,” poor management skills, and the withdrawal of financial support from 
Matsudaira. Surprisingly, the new Mejii government pardoned Matsudaira; he chose to become 
a Shinto priest and remain in Japan. A short but ill-timed drought caused the tea plants to wither 
and die. To make matters worse, a few local miners diverted water from a stream on the 
property. Documents at the Recorder’s Office show that Schnell was in legal trouble regarding 
the land ownership by the end of December, 1870. In June 1871, Schnell left California, along 
with his wife Jou, and their two daughters. Although he promised to return, he did not, effectively 
abandoning the other Japanese colonists. According to Sioli (1883:112), whose source was 
likely Francis Veerkamp, Schnell was killed after he returned to Japan.



NPS Form 10-900-a {B-B6)
OMB Aporoval No. 1024-0016

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm 
El Dorado County, CA

Section number _8_ Page7_

The fate of only three of the colonists is specifically known. Matsunosuke Sakurai, likely a former 
samurai, worked for the Veerkamp family who had purchased the Wakamatsu lands in 1873. 
According to Veerkamp family oral tradition, he was a “wonderful gardener” and friend of the 
family (Yohalem 1977:220). Matsunosuke lived in Gold Hill until his death in 1901. Okei, a young 
nursemaid for the Schells, also stayed with the Veerkamp family. She died at age 19 in 1871, 
and is buried on Veerkamp property, nearby (but outside of) the Wakamatsu property. Her 
gravesite is still maintained by members of the local Japanese American community, and a 
replica of her gravesite has been created in Aizu Wakamatsu, Japan. Masumizu Kuninosuke, a 
young carpenter, moved to nearby Coloma and became a farmer and miner. He married Carrie 
Wilson, a woman of African and American Indian descent, in 1877. He and his family eventually 
moved to Sacramento. Masumizu Kuninosuke died in 1915. at the age of 66. His descendants 
remain in the area and were interrogated by the FBI in the 1940s (during World War II) to 
determine if they should be classified as “enemy aliens” (they were not). As for the others, some 
traveled to. and’stayed in, San Francisco. Only a few possibly returned to Japan; records are 
scarce because they would have been considered enemies of the Mejii government (Van Sant 
2000:128-129).

Although it was short-lived (1869-1871), the Colony affected U.S. agricultural traditions. The 
colonists themselves were the vanguard of Japanese Issei (first-generation Japanese 
immigrants) into the United States. Large numbers of Japanese began to arrive on U.S. 
mainland in the 1880s. The Mejii restoration had brought an end to Civil War, but it also began a 
period of rapid modernization, due to oontact with the Western world. The resulting social 
upheaval caused many to look for new places to settle and continue their traditional agricultural 
practices. Many of the Issei adopted the agricultural colony model as a mechanism for 
maintaining their cultural connections. By 1900, there were more than 24,000 Japanese living in 
the continental United States (Daniels 1988:115). Most lived in the western states, and their 
affect on local agriculture was profound (Daniels 1988:143); in California, for example more than 
10% of all California farm products were produced by Japanese Americans (Van Sant 
2000:129). As Daniels (in Van Sant 2000:x) notes, the story of the earijest Japanese immigrants 
highlights the facets of multiculturalism in the United States. The National Park Service 
commissioned Five Views, An Ethnic Site Survey for California, intended to celebrate and 
highlight the country’s ethnic diversity; the story of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm is 
featured in the section on Japanese American heritage.

In 1924, a resurgence of interest in the Wakamatsu story began. Late attorney and Sacramento 
Japanese American community leader Henry Taketa interviewed Henry Veerkamp, who was one 
year older than Okei, and 75 at the time of the interview (Taguma 2007). Local Japanese 
Americans started to tend Okei’s gravesite, and the story of the Wakamatsu Colony re-emerged. 
In 1969, then governor Ronald Reagan proclaimed the Wakamatsu Colony site to be a 
California Historical Landmark No. 815. The Japanese American Citizens League and the 
Japanese Consul General Shima Seiichi supported the proclamation. Matsudaira Ichiro, the 
grandson of the colonist’s da/myo financier, also attended the ceremony. The Japanese
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American community designated 1969 as the Japanese American centennial. In 1986, Yoshiki 
Inomata, the Mayor of Aiza Wakamatsu, Japan wrote a letter of thanks to Malcolm Veekamp, 
praising the family for their care of the gravesite. In 2001, the Veerkamp family donated an 
original Wakamatsu banner with the Colony’s lotus blossom crest, and a ceremonial dagger 
(possibly a short samurai sword) that may have belonged to Jou Schnell to the nearby Marshall 
Gold Discovery State Historic Park, in 2007, a Veerkamp descendant found photographs of the 
colonists in an envelope; the photographs were taken at an historically known photography 
studio in Placerville, California.

When Francis and Louisa Veerkamp purchased the Wakamatsu Colony lands in 1873, they 
blended local and national history. The Veerkamps had settled in Gold Hill in 1852, and 
purchased land adjacent to the Colony and in nearby communities to settle their six sons. The 
Veerkamp family maintained the rural agricultural nature of the property, preserving the heritage 
and landscape of the Wakamatsu Colony. Through many complicated land transactions, the 
Wakamatsu lands have passed to several Veerkamp sons and daughters of subsequent 
generations. The Helen L. Veerkamp Revocable Trust (Gary Veerkamp, Trustee) currently holds 
approximately 127 acres of the original approximate 180 acres of the Wakamatsu Colony lands; 
they also hold much adjoining acreage. The 54.3 acres included in this nomination constitute the 
heart of the Colony, centered on the main structures, mulberry plantings, pond, vineyard, and 
surrounding flat agricultural lands to convey the rural setting of the Colony farmlands. The 
association of the Wakamatsu Colony with the remaining acreage (outside of the nominated 
54.3 acres) is not as immediately apparent, although archaeological survey and investigation 
may enhance the association. The remaining acreage has retained its agricultural setting, but is 
comprised of more rolling hills that are less likely to have been farmed by the Wakamatsu 
colonists, and has been further influenced by cattle grazing and the early 20th century 
construction of a small 6-acre lake.

The American River Conservancy currently leases portions of the land from the Helen Veerkamp 
Trust. The Conservancy’s intention is to preserve the site, rehabilitate the structures, and to 
identify appropriate governmental partners to develop an historical park celebrating the heritage 
of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm. Nichi Bei Times, Northern California’s oldest 
Japanese American newspaper, has recently published an article supporting these efforts 
(Taguma 2007). The National Japanese American Historical Society, the Japanese American 
Citizens League (Florin, Placer, Sacramento and National Chapters), Congresswoman Doris 
Matsui, Assemblyman Alan Nakanishi, El Dorado County Supervisor Ron Briggs, the El Dorado 
County Chamber of Commerce, and many others public figures and private citizens also support 
this preservation effort.
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Geographical Data

UTM References

Zone Easting Northing
1 10 683660 4293200
2 10 684500 4293020
3 10 684500 4292840
4 10 683880 4292740
5 10 683620 4292820
6 10 683600 4292980

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is an irregular shape, located in Township 11 North, Range 10 East of El Dorado 
County. California, north of the main intersection in Gold Hill, and two miles south of the town of 
Coloma. Most of the land is in the N 1/3 of the NE 1/4 of Section 32, with smaller portions jutting 
eastwards into the NE 1./4 of the NW 1/4 of Section 32, and northwards into the SE 1/4 of the 
SW 1/4 of Section 29 and the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 29.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes 54.3 acres of the approximate 180 acres that comprised the 
original purchase of lands for the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm. The nominated 
acreage maintains sufficient physical integrity and integrity of rural setting to convey the history 
of the Wakamatsu Colony. Included in this acreage is the heart of the Wakamatsu Colony lands, 
including a residence, barn, associated vegetation (including a keaki and mulberry trees), pond, 
and surrounding flat agricultural fields.
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Wakamatsu colonists. Circa 1870-1871. Photographer, George H. 
Gilbert, Placerville, California. (Courtesy American River Conservancy)
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Wakamatsu colonists. Circa 1870-1871. Photographer, George H. 
Gilbert, Placerville, California. (Courtesy American River Conservancy)
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WAKAMATSU TEA AND SILK COLONY FARM 

El Dorado County, CA

National Register of Historic Places - Return Comments:

The current nomination is being returned for technical and substantive revisions.

Classification
The property is perhaps better classified as a district since it contains fairly large acreage and a
diverse number of physical resources.

The number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register should read: 0.

Functions
The Historic Functions should include: Agriculture/agricultural outbuilding (bam), 
Agriculture/agricultural field (landscape features); and Domestic/multiple dwelling. Certain of 
the categories may depend on a better discussion of the exact fimctions of the extant resources. 
Was the house used as a bunkhouse facility to accommodate all of the settlers, or was it restricted 
to use by certain individuals (Schnell?) as a single family home? Was the bam a storage facility, 
processing site, or animal facility? The current narrative provides limited documentation of the 
actual use and operation of the colony complex buildings.

Description
The nomination repeatedly refers to the entire nominated property as an “intact mral landscape,” 
yet there appears to be many factors arguing against such consideration, not the least of which is 
the inclusion of significant non-historic agricultural resources (7 noncontributing buildings), the 
loss of historic agricultural crops and evidence of historic farming activity, the apparent loss of 
historic buildings (where did the 35 colonists live on the site during the historic period?) and the 
condition of the few extant buildings attributed to the Colony’s settlement at this site.

House. What is the “evidence” suggesting that the original owner of the property (Graner) may 
have expanded the building? More importantly, the nomination asserts that the house maintains 
excellent historical integrity.” What evidence, if any, is there regarding the condition and form 

of the property during the time period of the Wakamatsu Colony use? What particular 
architectural features of this building are consistent with other similar vernacular forms from this 
(or the earlier Graner) period? To the naked eye (from the photographs provided), the current 
house appears to be substantially altered, including enclosure and reconfiguration of the 
surrounding porch, re-cladding of the porch and main elevations using wood shingles, new 
fenestration, and the rather substantial rear (eastside) addition. The nomination should not 
overstate the condition and integrity of the extant resources if the physical evidence is not there. 
On the other hand, if clear evidence of historic features and construction forms are intact they 
should be clearly noted.



Is there any information from oral or written records regarding the condition or character of the 
property from the time of the Wakamatsu Colony? How was it established that this building in 
its current condition reflects the time period of Colony use and not later agricultural periods, 
during which we know substantial changes were made to the farm property? Various modern- 
day accounts of the Colony’s history present sketches and recent photographs of the building, but 
clear historic evidence of the original form is sketchy.

Barn. The bam suffers from some of the same issues as the house, in that the description 
provided in the nomination offers little information regarding the original condition and use of 
the building and what physical changes have occurred over time. What forms or features of the 
current building accurately convey the historic resource directly associated with the Wakamatsu 
Colony? A dairy bam will ordinarily have very distinct functional elements from other types of 
agricultural buildings. What is the date of the bam? What is the evidence used to attribute this 
building to the Colony? Do we have any idea of the use of the facility during the Colony period? 
Are there portions of the bam that conform to historic period constmction forms and not 
potentially later forms?

Given the desire for national level significance and the obvious changes to the site over many 
years, it is important to provide as much supporting documentation as might be available rather 
than relying on conjectural opinion or oral tradition about the extent of historic resources at the 
site.

Agricultural site. What evidence is there that the extant landscape features date to the historic 
period? Is there any record of how the site was actually used and laid out by the Colony? For 
instance how do we know that the colonists planted mulberries to the east of the house and bam? 
Do we have any sense about traditional planting systems or field organization by Japanese 
sericulturalists? Do the 10-12 volunteers that remain reflect actual planting patterns, later 
sericulture development by later settlers, or simply wild regrowth? As a contributing feature of 
the property it would be useful to understand what these actual elements represent.

The substantial redevelopment of the property by subsequent farmers and ranchers cannot simply 
be overlooked as it relates to the ability of the extant landscape to convey an accurate sense of 
time and place in association with the Colony. Once again the selection of a national level of 
significance would seem to call for a very strong integrity argument. In particular, presentation 
of the basis for the opinion that the site represents an intact mral landscape would seem to dictate 
some evidence of the historic Japanese settlement era plan and layout of the property. Just the 
fact that the property continues to be open land is not necessarily the same as retaining important 
physical characteristics directly from the historic period. (Any additional information regarding 
the historic extent of the orchard/vineyard areas, how many additional buildings were built, if 
any, whether the land cleared and fenced, whether specific field patterns were developed 
consistent with sericulture activities and how might they differ from later dairy usage of the land 
would be useful in documenting the physical landscape.) Has any archeological work been done 
at the site to support the physical condition?



Concern remains about the evidence being used to support the contention that the extant features 
in fact reflect the historic complex and patterns of development directly associated vsdth the 
Wakamatsu Colony. (The 1883 lithograph cited as evidence of physical integrity [7.2] reflects a 
time period over 10 years after the end of the Wakamatsu venture and may or may not represent a 
continuation of agricultural patterns or a wholly different operation.)

Significance
The box for Cultural Affiliation should be left blank except for nominations under Criterion D.

Agricultural Context. The Area of Significance for Agriculture is not sufficiently justified at this 
time to merit consideration at the national level of significance. While the Colony may have had 
as its intent the establishment of a productive agricultural operation, nothing in the current 
documentation provides evidence that they were successful in their efforts, or that those efforts 
had any type of significant influence on local, regional, or national agricultural development. In 
order to establish and justify agricultural significance at the national level there needs to be clear 
evidence that the property played some form of significant role in the larger context of farming in 
the historic period, or specifically the establishment and development of sericulture (silk) and tea 
as an important pursuit. There is no denying the significant role of California in the historic 
patterns of American agricultural development during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, but the current documentation fails to show any direct link between the 1869—1871 
efforts of the Wakamatsu Colony and these later important efforts. In fact most evidence would 
support the fact that the Wakamatsu Colony was a little remembered effort, largely forgotten by 
the time of the more substantial emigration of agricultural laborers to the West Coast and 
elsewhere during the 1880s and later. Was the Colony actually seen as establishing the 
feasibility of sericulture in America, or was its failure detrimental to such efforts? Was it even 
known outside the small number of families directly involved in the effort? What evidence, if 
any, is there to support the significance of the Wakamatsu Colony to the later, broader efforts at 
establishing agricultural colonies or independent farming operations in the United States?
Merely showing that this may have been the first (largely unsuccessful) attempt at agriculture by 
a rather unique group is not the same as justifying a nationally significant place within the history 
of American agriculture. Documenting a historic function is not necessarily the same as 
documenting historic significance.

Ethnic Heritage/Exploration Settlement. Similar to the discussion of Agricultural significance, 
the current nomination does not provide a strong case for the importance of the 1869—1871 
Wakamatsu Colony to the broad national patterns of Japanese ethnic immigration to this country. 
The short duration of the active Colony, its apparent failure, the unique make-up of the colonists 
(middle class rather than laborers, outsiders rather than mainstream culture) all call into question 
the Colony’s true role in instigating, promoting, or modeling important patterns of significant 
late-nineteenth and early twentieth century Japanese immigration. How exactly were the 
Colonists “a critical portent of the Japanese immigration to come in the last decades of the 19*'’ 
century?” [8.1] Justification for national significance would seem to require a direct correlation 
between the activity at a site and the broader patterns of the larger historic context.

Statements to the effect that “professional historians of Japan and America have paid scant



attention to the Wakamatsu Colony,”* “...meaningful immigration (of Japanese) began only in 
the 1880s,”^, and “For many years, the tragic fate of the Wakamatsu Colony drifted into oblivion, 
its very existence lost and forgotten until after World War I,” ^ appear to point to the relative lack 
of a direct correlation between the Colony and later patterns of historic settlement. Scholars cite 
various reasons for the patterns of later Japanese settlement, including economic advantages in 
the U. S. compared to Japan’s prevailing wages, the positive imagery of the United States as 
portrayed in the Japanese press, and personal connections, but none appear to link back to the 
Wakamatsu Colony. In fact, some researchers point to the pivotal importation of Japanese 
laborers to Hawaii in 1869 as a far more important and precedent setting event to historic 
Japanese migration and agricultural development.'*

This should not be construed as an opinion that the Wakamatsu Colony site is not eligible for 
listing in the National Register, perhaps even at the national level. The nomination and 
supporting documentation, however, need to refrain from reaching too far afield in trying to 
establish the historic importance of the Colony. Making broad statements as to the influence or 
importance of the site to the patterns of later settlement without direct evidence weakens the case 
rather than providing a clear depiction of what the site was and still does represent--“the 
adventurous spirit of the Issei generation.. .to risk all in a new and unknown land to seek their 
dreams.. .dreams of riches, dreams of a new place, dreams of starting anew.... represents the 
dreams that many others who followed later brought with them.^” The story of the Wakamatsu 
Colony may bring with it a clearer understanding of what the Issei went through at a certain point 
in time, unlike any other later site of that or later periods. At its core, the Wakamatsu Colony site 
may simply represent one unique step along a long, disconnected journey of ethnic immigration 
and settlement. The revised nomination may want to discuss this “journey” as the historic 
context, highlighting what may be comparable “steps” or “snapshots in time” along the way.

The nomination also needs to clearly differentiate between historic period context and current 
day perspectives. References to “Japanese Mayflower” and “Japanese Jamestown” may 
represent the newfound appreciation of this site, but may have limited value in terms of 
establishing historic period associations and cormections. For unlike these Anglo-American sites 
little supporting evidence is provided as to the long-term historic impact of the Wakamatsu 
Colony.

Geographical Data
The Verbal Boundary Description needs to directly reference the enclosed, scaled map, if the 
map in fact represents the proposed boundary. The use of current land ownership as a 
justification for the boundary selected is rather tenuous. While the exclusion of areas where 
significant land redevelopment have created modem intrusions (reservoir/pond) is appropriate.

1 httD://www.directcon.net/pharmer/research/JohnVanSant/Dages/VanSant 01 html. 1992
2 Daniels, Roger, Asian America, Chinese and Japanese in the United States since 1850, U of Wash Press, 1988
3 http://www.directcon.net/pharmer/Wakamatsu/Wakamatsu.html.
4 Daniels, ibid.
5 Kenji G. Taguma, Nichi Bei Times, May 2, 2007.



such a methodology brings into question the inclusion of areas reflecting simply open space with 
no evidence of historic period activity or development.

Inclusion of the open lands surrounding the core farmstead without a clear understanding of the 
actual historic land use patterns from the Wakamatsu Colony period is problematic. A stronger 
discussion of our understanding of the historic period patterns and how the current landscape 
conveys those elements would serve to strengthen the boundary justification. Inclusion of open 
space alone without relevancy to historic resources calls into question the appropriateness of such 
extended boundaries. With such an extended area, the nomination also includes a host of later 
non-contributing buildings, which greatly detract from the historic integrity of the site. Inclusion 
of such resources would seem to call for a much stronger statement of justification or a more 
restrictive boundary. The ability of the nominated site to convey an accurate sense of historic 
time and place needs to be justified based on more than just inclusion of the open setting.

Has any archeological study of the site been completed that might provide additional support for 
extended boundaries? Even if the nomination does not seek eligibility under Criterion D, the 
existence of known remains might supplement our understanding of the historic site.

Photographic Documentation
The electronic images provided with the digital prints do not meet National Register standards. 
(The images provided are only 72 dpi).

If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me directly at the number or e- 
mail listed below.

Paul R. Eiisj^an, Historian 
(for) I^eoCTof the National Register 
(202) ^-2229 

Paul lusignan@nps.gov S:\nr\lusi\slrtemp\wakamatsu.rtn
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Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony FI Dorado County CA
Name ot Propeny County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

13 private 
Q public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

□ building(s) 
3 district
□ site
□ structure
□ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
27buildings 
1sites

structures
objects
Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 
Aariculture/aaricultural outbuilding (barn)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Agriculture: pastureland

Aariculture/aaricultural field (landscape features) 

Domestic/multiple dwelling_________________

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No style - farmhouse vernacular

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Rhvolite (local igneous rock) 

roof Wood/metal 

walls Wood

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm is one of the oldest properties in North America 
associated with Japanese permanent settlement in the United States. Members of the colony 
occupied the site from 1869-1871. The site has a residence and barn associated with the 
Wakamatsu settlers, volunteers from mulberry trees (for sericulture) planted by the colonists, a 
keakitree, and associated agricultural fields and pond. The area of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Colony Farm has retained much of its rural agricultural landscape setting. The Wakamatsu 
property is in Gold Hill, California, approximately two miles south of the town of Coloma, where 
gold was discovered. Although near the gold fields, historically and during the present day, local 
farms dominate the Gold Hill area.

In 1869, on behalf of Matsudaira Katamori (a daimyo of the Tokugawa family from the Aizu 
Wakamatsu province of Japan), agent John Henry Schnell purchased land and buildings from 
Charles Granerto establish the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony. Schnell described the farm to 
a local newspaper shortly after his arrival. He stated that he had purchased land, “a large 
orchard, thousands of bearing vines, grain fields, a good brick [sic] house well furnished, a barn, 
well-appointed wine house, implements of husbandry, horses, wagons, cows, pigs, fowl, and 
good and abundant water (Starns 1993:90). Japanese colonists (including men, women, and 
children) came with the Schnells. There is no extant documentation to confirm the exact 
appearance of the house and property during the Wakamatsu tenure, although Schnell indicates 
that the property was well established. The 1870 census (further described below) noted the 
Schnell family group living in a dwelling, along with a Swiss winemaker and a Japanese laborer. 
Five other dwellings and family groups were also noted. Documentary evidence does not 
suggest where these latter dwellings were located. It is likely that they may have been temporary 
structures; the 1880 census notes only one dwelling on the property.

Charles Graner originally purchased the land in 1856; and may have built the main house at that 
time. Physical evidence (comparison of foundation thickness) found in the basement suggests 
that Graner expanded the building to its current configuration during his tenure. Graner owned 
much property in the area, and donated two acres to the south to the local school district. 
According to the oral tradition of the Veerkamp family that later owned the property, Graner was 
a man of means, and built the house in its current configuration (minus later additions described 
below). One of the earliest maps of the area, a Surveyor General’s Map of 1868, shows the “C 
Graner” house and an adjacent schoolhouse. An area noted “Vine” is west across Cold Springs 
Road of the Graner house. According to the 1872 Surveyor General’s Office Map (area surveyed 
in 1869-1871), this same area west of the house is labeled “Schnell’s vineyard.”
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The main house is a simple two-story rectangular (58 ft. north-south by 48 ft. east-west) gable- 
roof farmhouse with a wrap around porch and a lean-to addition on the north side. There is a full 
basement, where the dressed stone foundation construction can be seen. The house is wood
framed; full dimension lumber and square nails are evident. The 10 ft. wide covered porch 
dominates the south, west, and north elevations. The main entrance is on the west elevation; the 
downstairs has a center door with a set of two windows flanking the entrance; three evenly 
spaced windows dominate the top floor. The two story rectangular shape, sloping gable roof, 
and wrap around porch of the house are indicative of the common vernacular architectural style 
of the area. As an example, a contemporary farmhouse in the neighboring community of Garden 
Valley, built by one of the Veerkamp sons in 1870 at 6170 Veerkamp Way, shows similar 
architectural features, primarily the two story structure, with a sloping gable roof and extended 
covered porch area (El Dorado County Property Records).

There is a 1950s era extended-gable rear addition placed on the east side; original exterior 
building elements are visible on the interior. Overall, the exterior appearance of the building 
maintains historical integrity. The bottom interior of the house has been modified, although many 
original elements remain; the interior of the second floor is divided into several small sleeping 
rooms, and appears to retain much of its historic materials.

Schnell also noted that his purchase included a barn. The existing bam is north of the main 
house; it measures 68 V2 ft. north-south by 65 V2 ft. east-west. It is roughly square building with a 
multi-pitched gable roof of corrugated iron over wood shingles. The wood-framed structure is 
covered with V-rustic siding, and is of post construction on a rock foundation. The floor is of 
tongue and groove construction. Full dimension lumber was used in its construction, and many 
main structural elements show mortise and tenon cutouts; square cut nails are also evident. The 
building has been remodeled on the exterior and interior; original lumber was used but evidence 
of wire nails suggests a later structural strengthening and remodeling for use as a dairy bam. 
There is no extant documentation to suggest that the barn used the Wakamatsu occupation was 
in this exact location, although Veerkamp oral tradition suggests that it was. Indications of early 
construction methods (mortise and tenon, square nails) seem to confirm this. The barn retains 
integrity of some materials, although the exact interior and exterior configuration have been 
compromised.

Soon after their arrival, members of the Wakamatsu colony planted and maintained mulberry 
trees and silkworm cocoons for silk farming, as well as tea plants and seeds. Given the 
topography (a slight rise and pond to the east of the house), the tea plants noted in 
contemporary newspaper accounts may also have been planted in the expansive flat fields west 
of the house, near the area noted as the vineyard. Veerkamp oral tradition also supports this. 
Other landscape features that remain and convey the history of the short-lived colony are 
associated vegetation, a small pond, and agricultural fields. A large keaki (Zelcova) tree is next 
to the house and according to the Veerkamp family was planted by the Japanese colonists; the
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tree’s size supports this conjecture. The colonists also planted mulberries on the property. The 
original mulberries have long since died, but several volunteers remain that suggest that the 
colonists conducted their sericulture experiments in the area east of the house and barn. During 
their first year on the property, Wakamatsu colonists excavated and filled a pond for fish culture 
(Starns 1993:90). The approximately % acre pond is found east of bam; its size varies according 
to the rainfall.

In 1873, Francis Veerkamp purchased the Wakamatsu Colony lands, after the colonists’ venture 
failed. His descendants have owned the property since that time, and maintained agricultural 
use of the property. Comparison of the modem landscape with an 1883 lithograph shows that 
the physical appearance of the house, as well as placement of the barn and surrounding 
agricultural fields has remained much the same. The Veerkamps were dairy farmers and used 
the land primarily for grazing cattle. Additional non-contributing buildings represent the tenure of 
the Veerkamp family. A small wood-framed rectangular (24 ft. x 12.5 ft.) tractor barn is between 
the primary residence and barn; based on its full dimension lumber, and possible correlation with 
the 1883 lithograph, it dates to the late 19th century. During the early 20th century, a long 
rectangular (68 ft. x 18 ft.) dairy barn and wood-framed residence (49.5 ft. x 24.5 ft.) were built 
behind (east) of the primary barn. A circa 1930s-1940s rectangular (18 ft. x 24.5 ft.) wood
framed garage was built just northeast of the main residence. Another 1950s residence (24 ft. x 
28 ft.) was built east of the main residence, behind a small hill and not in the viewshed of the 
historic structures. Two additional non-contributing outbuildings are directly across Cold Springs 
Road from the primary residence. One is small wood-framed rectangular shed (18 ft. x 16 ft.) 
that may have materials from the early 20th century, but has been reconstructed. The second is 
a post-1940s rectangular (40 ft. x 60 ft.) shed.

Despite these later structural additions, this portion of the Wakamatsu Colony lands retains 
much of their integrity of rural setting. The barn and house are adjacent to Cold Springs Road 
(the central road running through the town of Gold Hill), and visually dominate the existing 
landscape. As during the tenure of the colony, and as depicted on the 1868 and 1872 Surveyor 
General’s Office maps, agricultural fields and rolling hills surround the buildings on all sides, 
including the lands west of the road. In addition, the ornamental vegetation, agricultural fields to 
the west of the house, and small pond and volunteer mulberry trees to the east of the house 
help to convey the setting when the colonists occupied the land.
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Statement of Significance

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm site is eligible for listing in the National Register 
under Criterion A at a national level of significance in the areas of exploration and early 
settlement. During the dedication of the California Historical Landmark plaque in 1969, the 
Japanese American Citizens League and the California state government designated that year 
as the centennial of Japanese settlement in the continental United States.

Van Sant (2000:118) summarizes the importance of the V/Vakamatsu Colony:

First, they established the largest Japanese enclave in the United States before the 
beginning of systematic Japanese immigration in the mid-1880s. Second, they v\/ere the 
first group of Japanese intending to permanently settle in the country. Finally, although 
they did not directly influence the process of emigration from Japan, they were the 
vanguard of Issei (first-generation Japanese immigrants) to the United States.

Of the 55 people of Japanese heritage documented by the United States census in 1870, 22 
were settled at the Wakamatsu Colony in Gold Hill. The Wakamatsu colonists were from varying 
backgrounds; Jou was reported to be of the Japanese samurai (military) class, as well as 
laborers and carpenters. Mary Schnell, the daughter of Jou and John Henry Schnell, was two 
months old at the time of the census, and the first child of a Japanese immigrant born in the U.S. 
At least one of the colonists moved to the nearby town of Coloma, and left documented 
descendants behind.

The Wakamatsu colonists were the harbinger of later Issei migration to the mainland United 
States and “signaled the coming of other Issei pioneers to California [and elsewhere] who would 
endure and persevere in the decades to come” (Maeda 2007). The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Colony Farm is an important symbol of the beginning of the story of Japanese immigration to the 
United States, and a symbol of Japanese American contributions to agricultural and cultural
traditions.

Historical Context

To understand the significance of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony, it is important to 
highlight the context of Japanese society that the immigrants were fleeing. Beginning in the early 
17th century, Tokugawa shogunates emphasized cultural isolation and prohibited Japanese 
citizens from'traveling abroad. This isolationist doctrine remained in place until Commodore 
William Perry, acting for United States, forced open several Japanese ports to U.S. trade in 
1853-1854.
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In the 1860s, the cultural isolation was faltering. Matsudaira Katmori (1835-1893) was distantly 
related to the Tokugawa family and was a daimyo (local lord) of the Aizu Wakamatsu province. 
Matsudaira disagreed with the Tokugawa policy of isolation, and instead chose to walk a line 
between “Eastern ethics. Western science.” John Henry Schnell and his brother were arms 
dealers in Japan, and also dabbled in merchandizing other Japanese goods. Matsudaira was 
one of the Schnell’s best customers, and the brothers trained Matsudaira’s samurais in the use 
of firearms. Matsudaira’s relationship with Schnell was close enough that he gave him an 
honorary Japanese name that included two of same kanji characters as were in Matsudaira’s 
name. Schnell married a Japanese samurai class woman (Van Sant 2001:123), further 
strengthening his ties to Japanese society.

Strife between the Tokugawa faction and those who propped up the Emperor for their own 
benefit resulted in civil war, ultimately leading to the Mejii Restoration, as well as Matsudaira’s 
surrender in 1868 (Van Sant 2000:119-123). Matsudaira was condemned for execution. After 
Matsudaira surrendered, the Schnell brothers were in jeopardy.

John Henry Scnnell, his Japanese wife Jou, and six other Japanese colonists left Japan on May 
1, 1869 and arrived in San Francisco on May 20 (Van Sant 2000:124, information from Pacific 
Mail Steamship Archives and San Francisco Chronicle 21 May1869). Schnell intended to 
purchase lands on behalf of Matsudaira, who thought he may need a place of exile. Schnell was 
to establish an agricultural colony that would grow tea and mulberry trees, and cultivate silk 
worms. Schnell chose California as their destination as the state (beginning in 1866) offered 
government financing to entice farmers to speculate with sericulture (Starns 1993:86). Parasitic 
epidemics had destroyed much of the lucrative European sericulture, and many areas were 
trying to take advantage of this lucrative export trade. Japanese immigrants were a relative rarity 
in the United States, and the 1869 arrival of the colonists received the attention of several 
California newspapers, including the San Francisco Bulletin, Alta Daily News, Alta California, 
and Sacramento Union (Van Sant 2000:124).

Prior to the arrival of Schnell’s group, there were only a handful of Japanese who came to the 
continental United States (the history of Japanese influence on Hawaii is complex, and not 
considered here, as Hawaii did not formally become part of the U.S. until 1959). Van Sant (2000) 
suggests that the first two Japanese arrivals were castaway sailors, who arrived in the 1840s, 
and eventually returned to Japan. In 1860, the Japanese Tokugawa shogunate established an 
embassy in the United States, and staffed it with 77 members; their stay in the U.S. was 
temporary. In 1864, a young Japanese man stowed away on a merchant ship, eventually making 
his way to Massachusetts. There, he became a student and converted to Christianity, returning 
to Japan as an influential missionary in 1874. A few overseas students {ryugakusei) attended 
colleges in the west, including two who attended Rutgers University in 1866. More came later to 
study at Rutgers; with the exception of five students who died, all returned to Japan. In 1867, six 
young Japanese samurai men joined the utopian community in upstate New York, known as the 
Brotherhood of New Life. They had met the charismatic leader of the commune two years
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earlier, while in England to study Western science and technology. When civil war erupted in 
Japan, the six returned to Japan, accompanied by several other Japanese who had also come 
to the commune. Other than these few stories, specific knowledge about the presence of 
Japanese in the United States prior to 1869 is limited, in part because U.S. census records did 
not record the Japanese at the embassy, nor did they count temporary visitors, including 
merchants and other officials.

The Wakamatsu colonists were different from previous Japanese visitors to the continental 
United States because they intended to permanently settle in California, in contrast to Japanese 
students, merchants, and diplomats. The colonists arrived with plants, and the Schnell family 
group (and later more family groups according to the 1870 census). It was the rarity of this group 
of Japanese immigrants that caught the attention of the San Francisco Alta Daily News, which 
noted that the colonists brought means for their agricultural productivity with them, including 
“50,000 three-year old kuwa [mulberry] trees” used for sericulture, and that six million tea seeds 
would soon be sent to them (Van Sant 2000:124). The newspaper praised the Japanese work 
ethic, as well as Jou Schnell’s beauty and grace. This was an attitude in contrast to the more 
prevalent discrimination towards Chinese miners, perhaps because the Wakamatsu colonists 
cultivated Japanese plants, so that the threat of direct economic competition was generally not 
perceived.

To establish the Wakamatsu Colony, John Henry Schnell purchased two parcels of land in the 
town of Gold Hill from Charles Graner on 18 June 1869. He also purchased a third-interest in a 
nearby quarry, south of the town of Gold Hill. The history of these lands is complicated, as not all 
land transactions were recorded at the El Dorado County Recorder’s Office. Graner had 
purchased 160 acres of land from Samuel and Mary Hill in 1856; the Hills had preempted and 
filed a claim for the land, in anticipation of patenting the land at a later date. Graner already 
settled an odd-shaped smaller piece of land adjoining the southern border of the Hill property. 
Although his legal preemption is not on file at the Recorder’s Office, Graner claimed the land, 
and constructed a house and barn on the smaller piece of land. The Graners sold two acres of 
this property to the local district in 1868, creating an irregular southern boundary. To further 
complicate interpretation of land ownership, property boundaries somewhat shifted to the south 
and west in 1871, when the Government Land Office officially surveyed the land. Through study 
of neighboring claims, physical survey (Willson 2009), and some approximation, it can be closely 
estimated that the size of the two parcels of land that Schnell purchased was around 180 acres. 
Because of the complexity of land transactions, there is confusion in the published literature over 
the size of the original property. Starns (1993:89-90) lists the acreage as 160, but she noted that 
Schnell reported to the newspaper that he had more than 600 acres under cultivation. Van Sant 
(2000:125) lists the acreage as 640 acres. It is possible that Schnell’s report may have been 
misconstrued, as the Japanese measurement of 640 tan is equivalent to about 160 acres.

As noted above, Schnell’s purchase included a house, barn, and fields. Documentary 
information on the Wakamatsu colonists is sparse. There is no written evidence about where the
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colonists lived. As noted above, the 1870 census noted that Schneil, wife, children, a Swiss 
winemaker, and one Japanese man lived in a single dwelling; Veerkamp oral tradition also 
suggests that Schneil and his family lived in the Graner house. It is unknown where the 
remainder of the colonists lived. Archaeological investigation has not yet occurred on the site (it 
is currently privately owned); such investigation would likely provide further evidence and 
clarification of land use and occupation.

Once at the Colony site, the colonists quickly went to work, establishing their farm, planting 
mulberry trees, tea plants, and constructing a pond for breeding fish. Schneil successfully 
displayed silk cocoons, tea, and oil plants at the 1869 California State Agricultural Fair in 
Sacramento. June and October 1869 editions of the local newspaper, the Mountain Democrat, 
praised the industriousness of the Japanese colonists (Van Sant 2000:126-127). In March 1870, 
a California newspaper noted that the colonists had received and planted more than 140,000 tea 
plants. The tea plants were likely planted in the flat fields west of the main residence and barn.
At the 1870 Horticultural Fair in San Francisco, Schneil and two colonists displayed tea plants 
and silkworms (Van Santa 2000:126, quoting from an 16 June 1870 article in the San t-rancisco 
Call).

During the fall of 1869, and summer of 1870, more Japanese colonists came to join the 
Wakamatsu Colony. According to the 1870 U.S. census, there were 55 Japanese in the United 
States. Of these, 22 were colonists at Wakamatsu. The July 1870 census lists the following: 
Dwelling 115, Family 100, John H. Schneil, farmer, Jou Schneil, keeps house, Frances Schneil, 
2-yrold daughter, and Mary Schneil, 2 mo. old daughter. Family 101, Fred Dielbal, Winemaker, 
Nisijawa Taro, Japanese laborer; Dwelling 116, Family 102 Kinjdlego, carpenter, Mrs. Kinjdelyro, 
keeps house, Daidijro, carpenter, Mrs. Kaidjiro, keeps house, Dajidjiro Takidado, 2-yr old 
daughter; Dwelling 117, Family 103, Tomodjaro, Sinsia, Mrs. Sinsia, Sindyro, Mrs. Sindyro, all 
farm laborers; Dwelling 118, Family 104, Tanejero, Kintaro, Juntaro, all farm laborers; Dwelling 
119, Family 105, Tilyjero, Uozezoro, Uozeroro Amarisa (female), Uezezoro child, age 7, 
Mazemuzu (probably Masumizu), all farm laborers; Dwelling 120, Family 106, Abmesabra, 
Pakeyce, farm laborers. The census taker noted “Names reported as given to me by Schneil.” 
The census lists both Schneil daughters as “White,” and states that they were both born in 
California; given Frances Schneil stated age at 2 years old, this is not possible. While there 
appears to be some identifiable family groups (husband, wife, child), the exact relationship of 
some of the residents was likely conjecture. Van Sant (2000:125) estimates that the largest 
number of Japanese colonists at Wakamatsu was probably around 35, by far the largest 
grouping of Japanese settlers in the United States at that time.

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm was destined to be short-lived. Many factors 
contributed to the Colony’s collapse: temporary drought, competition for water, poor 
management skills, and the withdrawal of financial support from Matsudaira. A short but ill-timed 
drought caused the tea plants to wither and die. To make matters worse, a few local miners 
“jumped claim,” and diverted water from a stream on the property (Starns 1993:93; Van San
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2000:127). Documents at the Recorder’s Office show that Schnell was in legal and financial 
trouble regarding the land ownership by the end of December 1870. Surprisingly, the new Mejii 
government pardoned Matsudaira; he chose to become a Shinto priest and remain in Japan, 
cutting off Schnell’s main source of funding. In June 1871, Schnell left California, along with his 
wife Jou, and their two daughters. Although he promised to return, he did not, effectively 
abandoning the other Japanese colonists. According to Sioli (1883:112), whose source was 
likely Francis Veerkamp, Schnell was killed after he returned to Japan.

The fate of only three of the colonists is specifically known. Matsunosuke Sakurai (possibly a 
former samurai according to Veerkamp family history) worked for the Veerkamp family who had 
purchased the Wakamatsu lands in 1873. According to Veerkamp family oral tradition, he was a 
“wonderful gardener” and friend of the family (Yohalem 1977:220). Matsunosuke lived in Gold 
Hill until his death in 1901. Okei, a young nursemaid for the Schells, also stayed with the 
Veerkamp family. She died at age 19 in 1871, and is buried on Veerkamp property, nearby (but 
outside of) the Wakamatsu property. Her gravesite is still maintained by members of the local 
Japanese American community, and a replica of her gravesite has been created in .Aizu 
Wakamatsu, Japan. Neither Matsunosuke nor Okei were listed in the 18/0 census; their arrival 
time at the colony is uncertain. Masumizu Kuninosuke (possibly Mazemuzu as listed in the 
census), a young carpenter, moved to nearby Coloma and became a farmer and miner. He 
married Carrie Wilson, a woman of African and American Indian descent, in 1877. He and his 
family eventually moved to Sacramento. Masumizu Kuninosuke died in 1915, at the age of 66. 
His descendants remain in the area and were interrogated by the FBI in the 1940s (during World 
War II) to determine if they should be classified as “enemy aliens” (they were not). As for the 
others, some traveled to, and stayed in, San Francisco. Only a few possibly returned to Japan; 
record’s are scarce because they would have been considered enemies of the Mejii government 

(Van Sant 2000:128-129).

The Mejii restoration had brought an end to Civil War in Japan, but it also began a period of 
rapid modernization, due to contact with the Western world. The resulting social upheaval 
caused many to look for new places to settle and continue their traditional agricultural practices. 
Although it was short-lived (1869-1871), the Colony represents the beginning of permanent Issei 
migration to the United States. As Daniels (in Van Sant 2000:x) notes, the story of the earliest 
Japanese immigrants highlights the facets of multiculturalism in the United States. Five V/ews, 
An Ethnic Site Survey for California, written by the California Office of Historic Preservation, was 
intended to celebrate and highlight the country’s ethnic diversity; the story of the Wakamatsu 
Tea and Silk Colony Farm is featured in the section on Japanese American heritage.

Political struggle between the United States and Japan, and more overt racism towards 
Japanese delayed the arrival of more immigrants (Van Sant 2000: 133). After relations had 
improved, and the Japanese economy worsened, larger numbers of Japanese began to arrive 
on U.S. mainland in the 1880s. Many of the later /sse/adopted the agricultural colony model 
similar to the Wakamatsu colonists as a mechanism for maintaining their cultural connections
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(Van Sant 2000:130). By 1900, there were more than 24,000 Japanese living in the continental 
United States (Daniels 1988:115). Most lived in the western states, and their effect on local 
agriculture was profound (Daniels 1988:143). In California, for example more than 10% of all 
California farm products were produced by Japanese Americans (Van Sant 2000:129).

In the early 1920s, the Japanese American community began a resurgence of interest in the 
Wakamatsu story. Late attorney and Sacramento community leader Henry Taketa interviewed 
Henry Veerkamp, who was one year older than Okei, and 75 at the time of the interview 
(Taguma 2007). Local Japanese Americans started to tend Okei’s gravesite in 1924, and 
emphasized the story of the Wakamatsu Colony as the beginnings of Japanese immigration to 
the continental United States.

in 1969, then governor Ronald Reagan proclaimed the Wakamatsu Colony site to be California 
Historical Landmark No. 815. The Japanese American Citizens League and the Japanese 
Consul General Shima Seiichi supported the proclamation. Matsudaira Ichiro, the grandson of 
the colonist’s daimyo financier, also attended the ceremony. The Japanese American community 
designated 1969 as the Japanese American centennial. In 1986, Yoshiki inomata, the Mayor of 
Aiza Wakamatsu, Japan wrote a letter of thanks to Malcolm Veekamp, praising the family for 
their care of the gravesite. In 2001, the Veerkamp family donated an original Wakamatsu banner 
with the Colony’s lotus blossom crest, and a ceremonial dagger (possibly a short samurai sword) 
that may have belonged to Jou Schnell to the nearby Marshall Gold Discovery State Historic 
Park. In 2007, a Veerkamp descendant found photographs of the colonists in an envelope; the 
photographs were taken at an historically known photography studio in Placerville, California.

When Francis and Louisa Veerkamp purchased the Wakamatsu Colony lands in 1873, they 
blended local and national history. The Veerkamps had settled in Gold Hill in 1852, and 
purchased land adjacent to the Colony and in nearby communities to settle their six sons. The 
Veerkamp family maintained the rural agricultural nature of the property, preserving the heritage 
and landscape of the Wakamatsu Colony. Through many complicated land transactions, the 
Wakamatsu lands have passed to several Veerkamp sons and daughters of subsequent 
generations.

The 54.3 acres included in this nomination constitute the heart of the Colony, centered on the 
main structures, mulberry plantings, pond, vineyard, and surrounding flat agricultural lands to the 
west of the residence that convey the rural setting of the Colony farmlands. The association of 
the Wakamatsu Colony with the remaining acreage (outside of the nominated 54.3 acres) is not 
as immediately apparent, although archaeological survey and investigation may enhance the 
association. The remaining acreage has retained its agricultural setting, but is comprised of 
more rolling hills that are less likely to have been farmed by the Wakamatsu colonists, and has 
been further influenced by cattle grazing and the early 20th century construction of a small six- 
acre lake.
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The American River Conservancy currently leases portions of the land from the Helen Veerkamp 
Trust. The Conservancy’s intention is to preserve the site, rehabilitate the structures, and to 
identify appropriate governmental partners to develop an historical park celebrating the heritage 
of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm. Nichi Bei Times, Northern California’s oldest 
Japanese American newspaper, has recently published an article supporting these efforts 
(Taguma 2007). The Consul General of Japan, the Governor of Fukishima Prefecture, the Mayor 
of Wakamatsu in Japan, Senator Barbara Boxer, Congresswoman Doris Matsui, the National 
Japanese American Historical Society, Japanese American Citizens League (Florin, Placer, 
Sacramento and National Chapters), Assemblyman Alan Nakanishi, El Dorado County 
Supervisor Ron Briggs, the El Dorado County Chamber of Commerce, the El Dorado County 
Board of Supervisors, and many others public figures and private citizens also support this 
preservation effort.

*.... .
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Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony
Name oi propeny

FI Dorado County CA
i^ounty and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 54.3 acres 

UTM References
(Place additional UTWi references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting

1
2

3
4

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

Northing

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Rebecca Allen. Ph.D.. and Kimberly Wooten

organization Past Forward Inc.

street & number PO Box 969

city or town Garden Valiev state CA

date 11 August 2009

Jelephone 530-333^547

_zip code 95633

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner_____________________ ______________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Helen L. Veerkamp Revocable Trust. % Gary Veerkamp. Trustee________________________

street & number 8691 Gunner Wav Jelephone 916-965-8780

city or town Fair Oaks state CA zip code 95628

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
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Geographical Data 

UTWl References

Zone Easting Northing

1 10 683660 4293200
2 10 684500 4293020
3 10 684500 4292840
4 10 683880 4292740
5 10 683620 4292820
6 10 683600 4292980

V^erbal Boundary Description

The property is an irregular shape, located in Townsnip 11 North. Range 10 East of Ei Doraoo 
County. California, north of the main intersection in Gold Hill, and two miles south of the town of 
Coloma. Most of the land is in the N 1/3 of the NE 1/4 of Section 32, with smaller portions juuing 
eastwards into the NE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Section 32, and northwards into the SE 1/4 of the 
SW 1./4 of Section 29 and the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 29. (Sketch map on page 13 
shows these boundaries).

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes 54.3 acres of the approximate 180 acres that comprised the 
original purchase of lands for the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm. The nominated 
acreage maintains sufficient integrity of rural setting to convey the history of the Wakamatsu 
Colony. Included in this acreage is the heart of the Wakamatsu Colony lands, including a 
residence, barn, associated vegetation (including a keaki and volunteer mulberry trees), pond, 
and flat agricultural fields to the west that are documented to be the site of the vineyard and 
possibly the tea plantings. The eastern, southern, and western boundaries extend to the original 
property lines. The northern boundary is cropped from the original property holdings as later land 
use (including construction of a six-acre reservoir) has altered the landscape. Specific historic 
use of these lands north of the proposed boundary associated vyith the Wakamatsu colony is 
unknown at this time.
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Portion of 1868 Map of El Dorado County. U.S. Public Surveys. J.H. Wildes, Principal Draughtsman. U.S 
Surveyor General Office, San Francisco. August 17, 1868. “C. Graner” house highlighted with arrow.
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Portion of 1872 Map of Township No. 11 North, Range No. 10 East of Mount Diablo. U.S. Surveyor 
General Office, San Francisco. Lands surveyed 1869-1871, approved July 10, 1872. “Schnell’s Vineyard" 
highlighted with arrow (vineyard located also noted on Sketch map above).
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Wakamatsu colonists. Circa 1870-1871. Photographer, George H. 
Gilbert, Placerville, California. (Courtesy American River Conservancy)
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Wakamatsu colonists. Circa 1870-1871. Photographer, George H. 
Gilbert, Placerville, California (Courtesy American River Conservancy)
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Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm
Property Name

El Dorado CA
StateCounty

N/A
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

Signature/of the Keeper Dafte/ o£ Action

Amem Items in Nomination:

Significance:
The appropriate level of significance is: state.
The current nomination does not provide a strong case for the importance of the 1869—1871 Wakamatsu 
Colony to the broad national patterns of Japanese ethnic immigration to this country. The short duration of 
the active Colony, its apparent failure, and the unique make-up of the colonists (middle class rather than 
laborers, outside rather than mainstream Japanese culture) call into question the Colony’s true role in 
instigating, promoting, or modeling important patterns of significant late-nineteenth and early twentieth 
century Japanese immigration. How exactly were the Colonists “a critical portent of the Japanese 
immigration to come in the last decades of the 19th century?” [8.1] Justification for national significance 
would seem to require a direct correlation between the activity at a site and the broader patterns of the 
larger historic context.

Statements to the effect that “professional historians of Japan and America have paid scant attention to the 
Wakamatsu Colony,” “...meaningful immigration (of Japanese) began only in the 1880s,”, and “For many 
years, the tragic fate of the Wakamatsu Colony drifted into oblivion, its very existence lost and forgotten 
until after World War I, ” appear to point to the relative lack of a direct correlation between the Colony and 
later patterns of historic settlement. Scholars cite various reasons for the patterns of later Japanese 
settlement, including economic advantages in the U. S. compared to Japan’s prevailing wages, the positive 
imagery of the United States as portrayed in the Japanese press, and personal connections, but none 
appear to link back to the Wakamatsu Colony. In fact, some researchers point to the pivotal importation of 
Japanese laborers to Hawaii in 1869 as a far more important and precedent setting event to historic 
Japanese migration and agricultural development.



This should not be constnied as an opinion that the Wakamatsu Coiony site is not eiigible for iisting in the 
National Register, perhaps even at the national level. Making broad statements as to the influence or 
importance of the site to the patterns of later settlement without direct evidence weakens the case rather 
than providing a clear depiction of what the site was and still does represent-“the adventurous spirit of the 
Issei generation...to risk all in a new and unknown land to seek their dreams...dreams of riches, dreams of 
a new place, dreams of starting anew.... represents the dreams that many others who followed later 
brought with them. ” The story of the Wakamatsu Colony may bring with it a clearer understanding of what 
the Issei went through at a certain point in time, unlike any other later site of that or later periods. At its 
core, the Wakamatsu Colony site may simply represent one unique step along a long, disconnected 
journey of ethnic immigration and settlement A revised nomination may want to discuss this “journey" as 
the historic context, highlighting what may be comparable “steps” or “snapshots in time" along the way.

The nomination also needs to clearly differentiate between historic period context and current day 
perspectives. References to “Japanese Mayflower" and “Japanese Jamestown” may represent the 
newfound appreciation of this site, but may have limited value in terms of establishing historic period 
associations and connections. Unlike these Anglo-American sites little supporting evidence is provided as 
to the long-term historic impact of the Wakamatsu Colony.

Likewise, while the Colony may have had as its intent the establishment of a productive agricultural 
operation, nothing in the current documentation provides evidence that they were successful in their efforts, 
or that those efforts had any type of significant influence on local, regional, or national agricultural 
development. In order to establish and justify significance at the national level there needs to be clear 
evidence that the property played some form of significant role in the larger context in the historic period, or 
specifically the establishment and development of sericulture (silk) and tea as an important pursuit There 
is no denying the significant role of California in the historic patterns of American agricultural development 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, but the current documentation fails to show any 
direct link between the 1869—1871 efforts of the Wakamatsu Colony and these later important efforts. In 
fact most evidence would support the fact that the Wakamatsu Colony was a little remembered effort, 
largely forgotten by the time of the more substantial emigration of agricultural laborers to the West Coast 
and elsewhere during the 1880s and later. VVas the Colony actually seen as establishing the feasibility of 
sericulture in America, or was its failure detrimental to such efforts? M/as it even known outside the small 
number of families directly involved in the effort? What evidence, if any, is there to support the significance 
of the Wakamatsu Colony to the later, broader efforts at establishing agricultural colonies or independent 
farming operations in the United States? Merely showing that this may have been the first (largely 
unsuccessful) attempt at agriculture by a rather unique group is not the same as justifying a nationally 
significant place within the history of American agriculture.

These clarifications were confirmed with the CA SHPO office.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

Da£e of^ Action

Items in Nomination:Amen(

Significance:

Level of Significance: national

At the time of original listing the National Register voiced concerns regarding the nomination’s justification 
for a national level of significance. Given the short duration of the active Colony (1869—1871), its 
apparent failure, and the unique make-up of the colonists (middle class rather than laborers, outside the 
mainstream of Japanese culture and later immigration patterns) the Colony’s true role in instigating, 
promoting, or modeling important patterns of significant late-nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Japanese immigration was called into question.

Subsequent to the 2009 listing, supporters of the Colony nomination identified additional documentation, 
which directly pointed to the important role of the Colony venture in Japanese social and cultural history, 
particularly in how the agricultural experiment was viewed by Japanese citizens back in their homeland. 
The National Park Service now believes that a case for national level significance has been made for the 
property and that national significance is the appropriate level of significance for the Wakamatsu Tea and 
Silk Colony Farm.

From a national perspective the story of the Wakamatsu Colony provides an insightful glimpse into-“fhe

A.'

'■J 
■}. ■;>.



adventurous spirit of the issei^ generation., .to risk ail in a new and unknown land to seek their 
dreams...dreams of riches, dreams of a new place, dreams of starting anew.... represents the dreams 
that many others who followed later brought with them^. ” Studying the Wakamatsu Colony as a unique 
snapshot of early Japanese immigration can bring with it a clearer understanding of what the Issei went 
through at a certain point in time, unlike the conditions or situations faced at any other site of that or later 
periods. At its core, the Wakamatsu Colony site represents one unique step along a long, sometimes 
disconnected journey of ethnic immigration and settlement in the United States. Not all points along that 
journey may represent great successes, but each in its own way significantly contributes to the 
compilation of a fuller story.

In the arc of Japanese ethnic history in this country, the Wakamatsu effort holds a unique place. 
Recognized by many scholars as one of the first, if not the first, attempt at a permanent Japanese 
settlement, the Wakamatsu Colony has become an important part of any broad study of Japanese 
immigrant history. While most studies to date find little supporting evidence as to the direct long-term 
historic impact of the Wakamatsu Colony on local, regional, or national agricultural development or 
immigration, the events associated with the Colony venture nevertheless can be, and were, seen as the 
first tentative steps in a historic, multi-part journey.

Whereas much of the evidence appears to support the fact that the Wakamatsu Colony was a little 
remembered effort after its failure, largely forgotten by the time of the more substantial emigration of 
agricultural laborers to the West Coast and elsewhere during the 1880s and later, newly identified 
research reveals that may not necessarily be true for the Colony’s role in Japan itself. Recently uncovered 
evidence points to the significant use of the Colony story during the early twentieth century as part of 
Japan’s nationalist ideology, where the 1869 efforts are pointed to as visible support for Japan’s continued 
aggressive colonization efforts. Where the dismantling of the colony farm may have relegated the 
Wakamatsu project to a footnote in American agricultural history, evidence shows that the story continued 
to have significant relevancy in Japan and in America’s Japanese immigrant community. The Wakamatsu 
immigrant saga, maintained and perhaps embellished over the years, supported ideas of Japan’s 
longstanding role in American history, buttressed expansionist views, and provided iconic figures 
symbolizing the virtues of Japanese culture and ideology. The character of Okie, a female member of the 
Wakamatsu Colony and purportedly the first Japanese citizen/immigrant to die in this country, was 
particularly popularized in literature, movies and socials writing of the period. The long-standing value and 
appeal of the Wakamatsu story, both in Japan and in the minds of later Japanese immigrants points to its 
sustained importance to broader Japanese ethnic and social history and the process of identity formation 
and history making’^

These clarifications were confirmed with the CA SHPO office.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)

' Issei, term used in countries in North America, South America and Australia to specify the Japanese people first to immigrate. 
Their children bom in the new country are referred to as Nisei (second generation), and their grandchildren are Sansei (third 
generation).
^ Kenji G. Taguma, Nichi Bei Times, May 2, 2007.
^ see, “Pioneers of Overseas Japanese Development”: Japanese American History and the Making of Expansionist 
Orthodoxy in Imperial Japan, Eiichiro Azuma, Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 67, No. 4, November 2008.
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REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSION
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NAME:

Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: CALIFORNIA, El Dorado

DATE RECEIVED:
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DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

8/28/09 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 09000397

DETAILED EVALUATION: 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

The Wakamatsu Tea and Sitk Colony Farm is significant at the national level under National Register 
Criterion A in the areas of Ethnic Heritage-Asian (Japanese) and Exploration Settlement. The 
establishment of the small agricultural colony in California’s gold country in 1869 marked what is largely 
considered the first permanent effort by Japanese immigrants to establish an economic and social 
foothold in the United States. Contemporaneous migrations by individual Japanese citizens occurred 
sporadically, but the Wakamatsu Colony was clearly the first documented attempt at permanent 
settlement and integration into the American economy. Ultimately a failed financial venture, the colony 
nonetheless represented an important milestone in what would become a rich history of 19*'’ and 20 
century Japanese immigration and social development.
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REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

^er~T^1 ^ DISCIPLINE_I; \ srronta/Q
DATE_\oJs_j_Of\______
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Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm 
Gold Hill (vicinity), El Dorado County 
Staff Evaluation

The site of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm is an intact rural historic landscape 
located near Gold Hill, approximately 2 miles south of the town of Coloma, where gold was 
discovered in California. The nominated property encompasses 54.3 acres. Contributing 
resources include a residence and barn associated with the Wakamatsu settlers, and 
landscape elements including mulberry trees (for sericulture) planted by the colonists, and 
associated agricultural fields and pond. The barn and house are adjacent to Cold Springs 
Road the central road running through the town of Gold Hill. Expansive agricultural fields 
and rolling hills surround the buildings on all sides, including the lands west of the road. The 
nominated acreage maintains sufficient physical integrity and integrity of rural setting to 

convey the history of the Wakamatsu Colony.

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm site is eligible for listing in the National Register 
under Criterion A at a national level of significance in the areas of ethnic heritage, agriculture, 
and early settlement. In 1869, on behalf of Matsudaira Katamori (a daimyo of the Tokugawa 
family), agent John Henry Schnell purchased land and buildings from Charles Graner to 
establish the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony. Japanese colonists planted and maintained 
mulberry trees and silkworm cocoons for silk farming, as well as tea plants and seeds. It is 
one of the oldest properties in North America associated with Japanese permanent 
settlement in the United States. The Wakamatsu colonists occupied the site from the . 
summer of 1869 to the spring of 1871, and were a critical portent of the Japanese 
immigration to come in the last decades of the 19th century. Of the 55 people of Japanese 
heritage documented by a United States census in 1870, 22 were settled at the Wakamatsu 
Colony in Gold Hill. Mary Schnell, the daughter of Jou and John Henry Schnell, was two 
months old at the time of the census, and the first child of a Japanese immigrant born in the 
U.S. In the area of Agriculture, the contributions of the colony mark the beginning of 
Japanese influence on the agricultural economy of California and the United States, 
particularly in the area of crop specialization. The contributions of the colony to California’s 
agricultural industry are tied culturally to their Japanese heritage and include a focus on 
sericulture and tea, Japan’s two most important export industries during the period of 
significance.

Rebecca Allen, Past Forward, Inc. prepared the nomination for the American River 
Conservancy. The property owner, the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors, the 
Japanese American Citizens League, and the National Japanese American Historical Society 
among others support the nomination. Staff visited the site on January 22, 2009.

Staff recommends the State Historical Resources Commission determine that the 
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm meets National Register Criterion A at the national 
level of significance and recommend the State Historic Preservation Officer approve the 
nomination for forwarding to the National Park Service for listing in the National Register.

Cynthia Toffelmier 
Historian II 
March 17, 2009
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February 26, 2007

Diane Matsuda 
Executive Director
California Cultural and Historical Endowment 
900 N Street #300 
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Matsuda,

This week, the American River Conserv^ancy (the “Conservancy”) will submit a grant application to the 
California Cultural and Historical Endowment (the “Endowment”) for funding to acquire 303 acres of ranch 
land owned by the Veerkamp family in western El Dorado County (about 40 miles due east of the State 
Capital).

The Conservancy has initiated an extensive capital campaign to raise the matching funds required by the 
Endowment. Through this capital campaign the Conservancy expects to raise the balance of necessary funding 
to complete the acquisition of these ranch lands as well as support the restoration of historic buildings and 
design and build an interpretive facility for the historic Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony established in 
1869.

The Wakamatsu Colony is the first and most important Japanese pioneer site in California and North America. 
The Japanese colonists introduced traditional Japanese agriculture to El Dorado County and California. The 
Wakamatsu colonists participated in the San Francisco Horticultural Fair in 1870 and won an award for its silk 
production. The original farmhouse, bam and a grave site and headstone for a young Japanese girl (Okei Ito), 
and a state historical land mark plaque dedicated by Governor Reagan in 1969 are the only historical artifacts of 
the Wakamatsu Colony.

It is the vision of the Conservancy, the Veerkamp family, the Japanese-American Community and State Parks to 
resurrect a living-history, interpretive State Park facility recreating the Wakamatsu Colony at the peak of its 
existence. In addition, the project as outlined by a Grant Deed of Conservation Easement will provide for over 
200 acres of wildlife habitat, the restoration of the Wakamatsu - Veerkamp homestead, a historic bam and 
dairy. The Conservation Easement also allows for the development of a new dairy and creamery with irrigated 
pasturelands on 60 acres that will continue the historic and productive use of these ranch lands.

As County Supervisor for District IV, the boundaries of which contain the Veerkamp Ranch and Wakamatsu 
site, I want to express my fiill support to the vision for the protection, restoration and interpretation of the 
Wakamatsu and Veerkamp family history of this site. It is our expectation that this facility will become a part of 
the County’s farm trail program which highlights the broad range of agricultural production in El Dorado 
County.

1



Lastly, the Conservancy has an 18-year history of completing over 50 conservation projects in El Dorado 
County. The Conservancy provides education, conserv'ation and stewardship programs to protect and conserve 
fisheries and wildlife habitat, scenic vistas, cultural heritage and recreational lands throughout El Dorado 
County. I kno\\' this agency has the experience and project completion skills necessary to meet all project and 
Endowment requirements.

Thank you for your review of this letter and your support of this very exciting El Dorado County project.

Sincerely,

,5/"' f/- 'If
Ron Briggs 
Supervisor
El Dorado County, District IV

tlg/rvb
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March 28, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

RE: Support for Wakamatsu Colony preservation

I am pleased to offer my support to the American River Conservancy and the 
Sacramento, Placer and Florin Chapters of the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) and 
their campaign to raise $4.6 million to preserve the site of the Wakamatsu Colony.

The Sacramento, Placer and Florin chapters of the JACL and the American River 
Conservancy have formed a partnership entitled the “Gold Hill - Wakamatsu Project” that seeks 
to acquire the historic 300 acre Veerkamp property at Gold Hill, a rural ranch in El Dorado 
County. The Gold Hill - Wakamatsu Project would establish a new state historical park on this 
site in commemoration of the first Japanese settlement in North America.

The Wakamatsu colony was founded in 1869 when a group of Japanese settlers arrived in 
California to establish a silk farming community. The colonists brought many items from Japan, 
including mulberry trees, silkworm cocoons, tea plants and a large banner bearing the crest of the 
Aizu Wakamatsu tribe. The colony struggled for a number of years due to lack of funds and an 
insufficient water supply; ultimately, the Japanese settlers had to abandon the settlement. 
However, many original artifacts from this settlement remain preserved by the California State 
Parks system. The original farmhouse, a gravestone of a young Japanese girl, and a state 
historical landmark serve as visual reminders of the site’s legacy.

The Veerkamp family of Placerville, who has owned the land surrounding the 
Wakamatsu colony since the 19'^ century, is now interested in selling the ranch to the American 
River Conservancy (Conservancy), which regrettably does not yet have sufficient funds to 
purchase the property. Should the Conservancy fail to purchase the property, it is likely the land 
would be sold for commercial development. This is why the procurement of funds is so vital to 
the Gold Hill -Wakamatsu Project.

To many Japanese Americans, the Wakamatsu Colony is as symbolic as Plymouth Rock 
was for the first American colonists. Indeed, many Japanese tourists have visited the “Historical 
Landmark” placard. The Gold Hill -Wakamatsu Collaborative now has an historic opportunity to 
acquire this land and preserve the legacy of these early Japanese Americans. Moreover, the 
establishment of a state historical park would prevent development on the site and ensure that the 
natural habitat is preserved for future generations of visitors.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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March 28, 2007

I have great confidence in the Gold Hill - Wakamatsu Project, and I am pleased to 
support their fundraising efforts. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact my Sacramento office at (916) 498-5600.

Sincerely,

0- lhkj3d3UA_
DORIS O. MATSUI 
Member of Congress

DOM:sb
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Sti// Finding Gold In El Dorado County

April 9, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

RE: Support for Gold Hill Ranch - Wakamatsu Colony Site Acquisition

On March 21, 2007 Alan Ehrgott, Executive Director of the American River Conservancy 
provided the Board of Directors of the El Dorado County Chamber of Commerce with a 
presentation on the purchase of the historic 300 acre Veerkamp property at Gold Hill, a rural 
ranch in El Dorado County. As presented by Mr. Ehrgott, the Gold Hilf-Wakamatsu Project 
would acquire this ranch from a willing seller, the Veerkamp family at'a purchase price 
equal to the appraised, fair market value and establish a new state historical park on this site in 
commemoration of the first Japanese settlement in North America.

The Gold Hill Wakamatsu Project would feature a management plan that would protect;
208 acres as wildlife habitat and open space with hiking trails and picnic areas; 60 acres of 
grazing and pastureland; a 10 acre site protecting the historic Charles Graner House (circa 1852), 
original bam and family dairy; and lastly a 25 acres site for the recreation of the Wakamatsu 
Tea and Silk Farm Colony established in July, 1869 as a living history, interpretive facility that 
features the introduction of silkworm farming, paper making, tea, rice and bamboo crops and 
processing. It is proposed that this site also become integrated into El Dorado County’s Farm 
Trails Program.

Following the review and discussion of this proposal, the Board of Directors of the El Dorado 
County Chamber of Commerce unanimously agreed to support in concept the Gold Hill 
Wakamatsu Project as a unique opportunity to acquire this historic site, establish a state 
historical park and preserve the sites natural habitat and cultural resources for future generations 
of visitors to El Dorado County.

Should there be any questions regarding the support of the El Dorado County Chamber of 
Commerce, please do not hesitate to contact my office at (530) 621-5885

Sincerely,

Laurel Brent-Bumb 
Chief Executive Officer

EL DORADO COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
542 Main Street, Placerville, California 95667 

(530) 621-5885 (800)457-6279 Fax (530) 642-1624
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April 11,2007

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of People to People International, it is my pleasure to extend my 
support of the El Dorado County Chapter’s efforts to preserve the Wakamatsu Tea 
and Silk Farm Colony. Chapter President, Myma Hanses, has shared the history 
of this important international and historical landmark with me and I fully agree 
that such an important portion of California history should be cherished and 
restored to its full glory.

The tale of a small group of Japanese immigrants who traveled to California and 
the Veerkamp family who befriended them is a wonderful example of People to 
People International in action. When my grandfather founded People to People, 
he said, “I have long believed, as have many before me, that peaceful relations 
between nations requires understanding eind mutual respect between individuals.” 
What better example of this than people from such diverse backgrounds working 
together through the shared bond of agriculture? The historical value of their 
partnership is immeasurable and is certainly a testament to the regional 
connection between the people of California and Japan.

1 am proud to offer my support of the El Dorado County Chapter’s efforts and 
urge you to support the American River Conservancy as they work to preserve the 
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony.

Warm regards.

Maiy Jean Eisenhower 
President/Chief Executive Officer

MJE/tsw
ADMINISTRATION

ROSANNE ROSEN
Senior Vice President - Operations
BRIANHUEBEN
Senior Director - Administration / Finance

WORLD HEADQUARTERS ^ .
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Peopie to People international is a NGO with a U.S. not-for-profit [501(c) (3)J tax rating, working outside of governments to promote international understanding.



SCHOOL OF SOCIAL AND 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
Department of History'

To Whom It May Concern:
8 May 2007

After Aizu domain in northern Japan was defeated supporting the Tokugawa shogun’s 
government against the anti-shogun forces of Satsuma and Choshu domains wanting to establish 
a new imperial government, approximately 30 Japanese from Aizu traveled to Coloma, 
California, in 1869 to establish a tea and silk farm. Most of these Japanese colonists were 
samurai class, and can be considered as agricultural colonists and political refugees because they 
opposed those who became leaders in the nevv Meiji imperial government of Japan. Led by John 
Henry Schnell (sometimes confused with his brother. Edward Sclinell), a German mechant and 
advisor to Aizu lord Katamori Matsudaira. the ‘'Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm" in Coloma 
prospered at first, but collapsed by 1871 due to the lack of an adequate water supply and other 
problems. Three of the Japanese colonists are known to have remained in California for the rest 
of their lives, one of whom is buried on the Veerkamp property of the original colony site.
Others may have gone to the burgeoning city of San Francisco, and a few might have made their 
way back to Japan by way of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company siiips between California, 
Japan, and China.

Despite their failure to establish a successful agricultural colony, these vanguard Japanese 
immigrants suggest the significant contribution Japanese farmers would soon make to the 
economy of California. For example, by 1918. over 10 percent of all farm products in California 
w'ere produced by Japanese immigrant farmers. Moreover, some of these later immigrant farmers 
adopted the agricultural colony as an institution for developing the Japanese American frontier. 
The W’akamatsu colonists were also the vanguard of Japanese political refugees in the United 
States. Beginning in the late 1870s, Japanese nolitical activists fled to the United States from the 
increasingly conservative and nationalist government dominated by officials from Satsuma and 
Choshu, many of whom were the same samurai wJio defeated Katamori Matsudaira and Aizu in 
1868. As agricultural colonists and as political refugees, the Japanese of the Wakamatsu Colony 
in Gold Hill. Coloma, were the vanguard of thousands and thousands of Japanese immigrants in 
the United States.

Although I grew up in Placerville, California, and spent a great deal of time as a boy in 
Coloma hiking around Gold Rush era historical sites and swimming in the American River, 1 
first became interested in the Wakamatsu Colony story when I lived in Osaka, Japan, from 1985- 
91.1 visited Aizu-Wakamatsu twice during those years and was helped in my understanding of 
the Japan side of the Wakamatsu Colony story by the late Mr. Masao Takeda, former Chief 
Librarian of Aizu-Wakamatsu Public Library. Later, I was helped by the late Mr. Henry Taketa 
(no relation) of Sacramento for the American side of the Wakamatsu Colony story. When I 
returned to the United States to stud}’ for a doctorate degree at the University of Oregon (PhD., 
1996), I decided to focus on Japanese history, particularly the history of Japan’s relations with 
the United States. Using books and documems from both Japan and the United States, the stor}'

1
The University of Alabama at Birmingham 

401 Ullman Building • 1212 University Boulevard 
Birmingham, Alabama 35294-3350 • (205) 934-5634 • FAX (205) 975-8360 0
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of the Wakamatsu Colony became a major cliapter in my dissertation and first book. Pacific 
Pioneers: Japanese Journeys to America and Hawaii, 1850-80 (University of Illinois Press,
2000 ). Two of my academic conference paper presentations have specifically been on the • 
Wakamatsu Colony (Asian Studies on the Pacific Coast Conference, Monterey, CA, 1993; 
American Historical Association Conference. Chicago. 2000), while several other conference 
papers have dealt with other aspects of 19“' century .lapan-US history. While studying about the 
Wakamatsu Colony, I discovered there were-and are- plenty of people in northern California 
and in northern Japan interested in this formative episode of Japan-US relations. For example, 
during a break from my year-long Fulbright teaching and research duties in Osaka in 2005,1 was 
able to join the People To People group from El Dorado County who happened to be visiting 
Aizu-Wakamatsu at the same time.

The story of the Walcamatsu Colony is a historically significant episode during the 
frontier era of the relationship between Japan and the United States, and is of significant interest 
to people in California and Japan. As someone who has a strong professional and personal 
interest in the Wakamatsu Colony in Coloma. California, I am very glad to learn of the purchase 
agreement between the American River Conservancy and the Veerkamp family for the purpose 
of restoring the original site of the Japanese colonists who journeyed to northern California in 
1869.

Sincerely,

0-.

Dr. .Tolin E. Van Sant 
Associate Professor 
Department of History 
University of Alabama-Birmingham

The University of Alabama at Birmingham 
401 Ullman Building • 1212 University Boulevard 

Birmii-igham, Alabama 35294'3350 • (205) 934-5634 • FAX (205) 975-8360 0
R«yd«I-R«cycl«We
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NI4HS National Japanese .American Historical Society
1684 Post Street 
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EMAIL njahs(Sjn)ahs.org 

WEB www.njahs.org

May 16, 2007

Fred Kochi & , .
Alan Ehrgott
American River Conservancy 
P.O. Box 562 
ColomaCA 95613

Dear Fred & Alan Ehrgott,

RE: Support for Wakamatsu Colony preservation

On behalf of the National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc., I am pleased to offer our support and 
endorsement to the American River Conservancy and the Sacramento, Placer and Florin Chapters of the 
Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), and their campaign to raise $4.6 million to preserve the site of the 
Wakamatsu Colony.

The “Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Projecf (The Sacramento, Placer and Florin chapters of the JACL, and the 
American River Conservancy) have formed a partnership seeks to acquire the historic 300 acre Veerkamp 
property at Gold Hill, a rural ranch in El Dorado County. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Project established a new 
state historical park on this site in commemoration of the first Japanese settlement in North America.

It is historically significant that the Wakamatsu colony was founded in 1869 when a group of Japanese settlers 
arrived in California and established the first silk farming community. The colonists brought many items from 
Japan, including mulberry trees, silkwood cocoons, tea plants and a large banner bearing the crest of the Aizu 
Wakamatsu tribe. The colony struggled for a number of years due to lack of funds and an insufficient water 
supply; ultimately, the Japanese settlers had to abandon the settlement. However, many original artifacts from 
this settlement remain preserved by the California State Parks system. The original farmhouse, a gravestone of 
a young Japanese gift, and a state historical landmark serve as visual reminders of the site’s legacy.

We understand that the Veerkamp family of Placerville owned the land surrounding the Wakamatsu colony 
since the 19*'’ century and is now interested in selling the ranch to the American River Conservancy 
(Conservancy), which regrettably does not yet have sufficient funds to purchase the property. Should the 
Conservancy fail to purchase the property, it is likely the land would be sold for commercial development.
This is why the procurement of funds is so vital to the Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Project.

It is our belief that acquire that this historic site be acquired and restored as the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm 
Colony is vital to an understanding the history of this state and to our nation. To many Japanese Americans, 
the Wakamatsu Colony is as symbolic as Plymouth Rock was for the first American colonists. Indeed, many 
Japanese tourists have visited the “Historical Landmark” placard. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Collaborative 
now has an historic opportunity to make this reality.

Sincerely, _
7

Rosalyn Tonai 
Executive Director, NJAHS
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May 22, 2007

To Whom It May Concern;

The Board of Trustees for the Gold Trail School Union School District and I 
would like to formally declare our support for the campaign to raise $4.5 
million to acquire the 300 acre Veerkamp property in the Gold Hill area. This 
acquisition facilitated by the American River Conservancy would preserve 
and allow public access to a significant historical site.

The Okei grave and the site of the Wakamatsu Silk and Tea Plantation are 
both located on the Veerkamp property. The importance of these sites to the 
Japanese people and Japanese-Americans is beyond measure. In addition, 
this historical piece of property is an important part of our local history, and ' 
the history of California.

The opportunity to buy a piece of land with such a rich and colorful past is 
rare. The property is beautiful with rolling hills, mature oak trees, granite 
outcroppings and several ponds. There is no doubt in my mind that if the 
American River Nature Conservancy is unable to raise the money the 
property will be lost to the public and sold for a housing project.

Our middle school campus. Gold Trail, sits in the middle of the Veerkamp 
property. The campus is also the location of a State Monument, dedicated by 
Governor Reagan in 1969, commemorating the Wakamatsu Plantation.

The Gold Trail District is committed to supporting the American River 
Conservancy in its effort to preserve the history of the Veerkamp land.

Sincerely,

Joe Murchison 
Superintendent



Consulate General of Japan
50 FREMONT STREET, 23RD FLOOR 

S.A.N FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94 I OF

TELEPHONE: (4 I 5) 777'3533
FAX:(415) 974-3660

August 9, 2007

The Honorable ^Arnold Schwaizcnegger
Governor of the State of California 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I would like to bring to your attention a project of internanonal and historical 
significance to California. The Wakamatsu Colony located in Gold Hill in El Dorado 
County is the site of the first Japanese settlement in North America in 1869. One of 
the pioneers, Okei, was the first female Japanese immigrant to the United States. Her 
grave and the site of the colony currently stand on a private property.

'1

M'■iM

The American River Consert’ancy is now working with the Japanese j,American 
commumty to acquire the original site of the colony and donate it to the California 
State Park System. The Consulate General of Japan encourages this project and ' 
would appreciate any support that you could give to this historic project For your 
reference, I enclose letters from Yuhei Sato, the Governor of Fukushima, and Ichiro 
Kanke, the Mayor of Wakamatsu. It is their sincere wish to see the colony and Okei’s 
grave commemorated as a public park.

I hope you will give this project your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

Makoto Yaifi^ska 
Consul General of Japan '3

cc: ^\kn Ehrgott, Executive Director, the .\mcncan River Conservancy 
Co-chair, Gold Hill - \X'akamatsu Project 

Fred Kochi, Board, Nadonal Japanese .'\mcncan Histoncal Society 
Co-chair, Gold Hill - Wakamatsu Projea



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.O. BOX 942896 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94296-0001 
(916) 653-6624 Fax: (916) 653-9824 
calshpo@ohp.parks.ca gov 
www.ohp.parks.ca.gov

June 13. 2008

Mr. Alan Ehrgott, Executive Director 
American River Conservancy 
348 Highway 49 
P.O. Box 562 
Coloma, CA 95613

Dear Mr. Ehrgott:

Thank you for your letter of May 27, 2008, regarding the Wakamatsu property in Gold Hill, and 
your request that I certify the National Register eligibility of this property.

I can state enthusiastically that the Gold Hill property can and should be listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places at the national level of significance. This is almost certainly the 
oldest property in North American to be associated with Japanese immigration. It is also 
probably the only North American property to be linked directly to the emigration of samurai 
following the Meiji Restoration. The place is the more remarkable for the existence of an 1860s 
home, actually occupied by the Wakamatsu settlers, mulberry trees planted by the silk farmers, 
and the grave stone of Okei Ito, almost certainly the oldest Japanese immigrant grave in the 
United States.

The State of California has recognized the statewide significance of this site since a California 
landmark plaque was dedicated there by Governor Ronald Reagan in 1969. With the passage 
of time, we can conclude that the property is in fact of national significance, recognizing its 
incalculable value in commemorating the long and important contributions of Japanese 
American to the culture of the United States.

While I am happy to attest to the National Register eligibility of this property, this letter cannot 
substitute for an actual listing. The property can and should be listed in the National register of 
Historic Places, and my staff will be ready to help you or others accomplish that important 
designation.

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA 
State Historic Preservation Officer
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Japanese amencan 

ciTizens Leasuefviasac Satow Building * 1765 Sutter Street * San !-rancisco, CA 94115 
Phone: (415) S21-5226 • Facsimile: (415) 931-4671 • Emaii: JACL@jaci.org

September 18, 2008

Senator Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-0505

Dear Senator Boxer,

The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) supports the Gold Hill Ranch Wakamatsu 
Colony Acquisition Project. This property is significant to the history of Japanese Americans 
because the Gold Hill Ranch property is the oldest cultural site in North America associated with 
Japanese immigration. It is also the only North American property linked directly to the 
emigration of Samurai from Japan following the Meiji Restoration.

The Gold Hill property is even more remarkable for the existence of an 1860’s home actually 
occupied by the Wakamatsu settlers, the existence of living mulberry trees on the property, 
planted by the Wakamatsu silk farmers and the grave site and grave stone of Okei Ito, almost 
certainly the oldest Japanese immigrant grave in the United States make this site valuable to the 
history of the Japanese in America. To preserve the memory of this pioneering site and restore 
the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony will enhance the understanding of the rich and diverse 
history of this state and our nation.

Time is of the essence, and appropriate funding must be procured by May 2009, or the property 
may be lost to development. The JACL appreciates your effort and enthusiasm to assist with this 
project.

Best regards.

VL
Larry Od^ 
National President

REGIONAL OFFICES: Chicago • Los Angeles • San Francisco • Seattle • Washington, D.C.
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September 23, 2008

Alan Ehrgott 
Executive Director 
American River Conservancy 
P.O. Box 562 348 Highway 49 
Coloma, CA 95613

RE: The Gold Hill Ranch Wakamatsu Colony Acquisition Project

Dear Mr. Alan Ehrgott:

As a State Legislator representing portions of El Dorado County, it is with great pleasure 
that I express my strong support for the Gold Hill Ranch Wakamatsu Colony Acquisition 
Project. The major impetus for it is the history attached. It is the oldest known cultural 
site in North America associated with Japanese immigration, which was the result of 
political upheaval. It represents what one Japanese author called the Japanese 
Mayflower. In 1869 more than 20 colonist from Aizu-Wakamatsu, Japan, came to Gold 
Hill and established the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Fann Colony. Their “Mayflower” was 
a side wheeler called “China,” owned by the Pacific Mail Steamship Company.

The property includes; a home from the 1860’s actually occupied by the Wakamatsu 
settlers, the existence of living mulberry tress planted by the Wakamatsu silk farmers and 
the grave of Okei Ito, thought by many to almost certainly be the oldest Japanese 
immigrant grave in the United States. In 1969 Governor Reagan commemorated the site 
with a plaque in recognition of the incalculable value of the contributions made by 
Japanese Americans to the culture of the United States.

I appreciate your effort and enthusiasm to assist with this project.

Sincerely,

Assemblyman Alan Nakanishi 
Tenth District

cc: Senator Barbara Boxer, United States Senate
William Haigh, Field Manager, Bureau of Land Management 
Jim Branham, Executive Officer, Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Primed on Recycled Paper
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March 11, 2009

California State Parks 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
P.O. Box 94286 
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

MAR 1 2 ZOOS

Dear Mr. Donaldson:

On March 10, 2009, the County of El Dorado Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to 
authorize the Chairman to sign a letter of support for the Nomination of Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Farm Colony to the National Register of Historic Places (National Register).

Located in the Gold Hill area of El Dorado County, just a couple of miles from Coloma, where 
gold was discovered by John Marshall in 1849, this first Japanese agricultural settlement by the 
pioneer immigrants in June of 1869, is probably one of “California’s Best Kept Secrets.”

Today, El Dorado County is a main destination point for visitors seeking fresh farm products, 
wine, Christmas trees, as well as historic and recreational facilities. Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Farm Colony marked the beginning of Japanese influence on the agricultural economy of 
California and as such, the Board of Supervisors feels the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony 
qualifies for the nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) to be 
placed on the federal government’s list of historic buildings and other cultural resources worthy 
of preservation.

The County of El Dorado Board of Supervisors would like to thank you for your consideration of 
our request for this nomination.

Sincerely,

lainhan

El Dorado County



The Helen L. Veerkamp Revocable Trust March 18, 2009

\m 18 zoos
CaKfomia State Parks
Attn: Office of Historic Preservation
Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA
State Historic Preservation Officer
P.O. Box 94296
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Dear Sir

Thank you for providing us notification of the State Historical Resources Commission’s 
(SHRC) meeting scheduled for April 16*^. We understand at that meeting that the SHRC 
will consider and take action on the nomination of the Wakamatsu Tea & Silk Farm 
Colony for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register).

SHRC’s action on this nomination is of considerable interest to the Helen L. Veerkamp 
Revocable Trust (Trust). The Trust’s primary asset, the Gold Hill Ranch, has been in our 
family for many years. This ranch includes within its approximately 272 acres most of 
the property originally acquired by John Henry Schnell in 1869 for Colony settlement.

In whole or in part, five generations of Veerkamps worked and obtained sustenance from 
this land. The dual histories of the propert)', with respect to both tine Walcamatsu colony 
and the Veerkamps, are strongly intertwined. These complimentary liistories along with 
our length of ownership result in strong family ties to the property. We have an interest 
in maintaining and preserving both the property’s agricultural and historical heritage.

To that end, the Tmst has been working with the American River Conservancy (ARC) for 
two years in an effort to have the property acquired by ARC. As noted previously, such 
an acquisition has as its goal the preservation of not only the property’s Japanese history, 
but also its agricultural heritage. Because of the current economic climate, it is unclear 
whether ARC will be able acquire the entire acreage, or will ultimately be limited to the 
acquisition of some smaller portion.

The Trust views placement of the property identified in the nomination package as 
entirely consistent with and supportive of our goal for property preservation. The Trust 
enthusiastically supports National Registration, and hopes that your Commission will act 
on this nomination in a positive manner.

If at all possible, I will attend your meeting in Palm Springs on April 16*'’, and will 
attempt to answer any questions you may have on this matter.

■i

•I
■

I
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The Helen L. Veerkamp Revocable Trust March 18, 2009

Thank you for your consideration of this application -1 look forward to seeing you on the 
16"^.

Very truly yours

Gary R. Veerkamp
Trustee - Helen L. Veerkamp Revocable Trust

Cc; Evelyn Veerkamp 
Phillip Veerkamp 
Alan Ehrgott 
David Zelinski

Page 2 of2



The Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony foundation, a non profit organization in consert with th... Page 1 of 2

Toffelmier, Cynthia

From; Gene Itogawa [gitogawa@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Monday, April 13, 2009 8:34 AM
To: Mikesell, Steve; Donaldson, Milford; jcorreia@parks.ca.gov; Toffelmier, Cynthia

Subject; SHRCommission letter on Wakamatsu

Steve, this is a copy of the letter on the Wakamatsu nomination. A signed hard copy will be 

mailed to the office today. Gene

April 12, 2009

Julianne Polanco 
Chairperson
State Historical Resources Commission 
PC Box 942896 
Sacramento CA 94296-0001

Dear Chairperson Polanco:

The Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony Foundation, a non-profit organization in consort with 
the American River Conservancy, was established to assist in the acquisition and preservation 
of the historic Wakamatsu Colony site in El Dorado County, CA. The State of California 
recognized the historical significance of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony as California
Historical Landmark No. 815 in 1969 in commemoration of the 100^^ anniversary of the 

founding of the colony.

Historically, Japan had been an isolated island nation under the domain of the 
Tokugawa Shogunate for almost 300 years. The Tokugawa’s reign of domination ended with 
the accession of Emperor Meiji and the beginning of the Meiji Restoration in 1868. Civil strife 
and regional conflicts contributed to the collapse of the leadership of the Aizu Wakamatsu 
clan. The first group of political refugees from Wakamatsu arrived in San Francisco in May 
1869. The colonists travelled by boat to Sacramento and then by wagon to Gold Hill in El 
Dorado County. The Wakamatsu Colony lasted only two years but its significance is not 
measured in time. Contrary to preceding endeavors by individual Japanese sojourners of 
shipwreck sailors, students, and diplomats, the Wakamatsu Colony represents the first attempt 
by a large group of Japanese to establish a permanent settlement in mainland America. The 
national level of significance of the Wakamatsu Colony is represented by the contributions of 
agricultural products introduced by the first Japanese pioneer settlers whose influence on 
agricultural development and'legacy of Japanese heritage in America contributed to the broad

4/23/2009



The Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony foundation, a non profit organization in consert with th... Page 2 of 2

pattGrns of th© nation’s history und©r ©thnic divorsity and exploration/s©ttl0m6nt.

The Foundation and Conservancy both endorse the inclusion of the Wakamatsu Colony 
in the National Register of Historic Places at the national level of significance.

Sincerely,

Eugene Itogawa 
Vice Chair
Gold Hill Wakamatsu Foundation

cc: Wayne Donaldson, SHPO
Stephen Mikesell, Deputy SHPO 
Jay Correia, Supervisor 
Cynthia Toffelmier, Historian II.

4/23/2009



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.O. BOX 942896 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94296-0001 
(916) 653-6624 Fax:(916) 653-9824
calshpo@ohp.parks.ca.gov

August 26, 2009

Ms. Jan Matthews, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 2280 
1201 I (Eye) Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005

Subject: Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm
Gold Hill (vicinity), El Dorado County, California 
National Register of Historic Places

Dear Ms. Matthews:

Enclosed please find the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places. This property is located near Gold Hill, El Dorado 
County, California. On April 16, 2009 the State Historical Resources Commission 
unanimously found the property eligible for the National Register under Criterion A at 
the national level of significance. The nomination was originally submitted April 28, 
2009 for consideration and subsequently returned for technical and substantive 
revisions. The enclosed revised nomination addresses the comments.

If you have any questions regarding this nomination, please contact Cynthia Toffelmier 
of my staff at 916-653-5789.

Sincerely,

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA 
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures



"Alan Ehrgott*
<ehrgott@arconservancy.org
>
01/08/2010 05:27 PM

To <paul_lusignan@nps.gov> 

cc 
bcc

Subject FW: Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony Site

Dear Mr. Lusignan,

As I understand it, the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site is currently listed as eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places at the state level of significance. I also understand that you are considering 
eligibility at the national level of significance. May I respectfully suggest the review of a few resources 
and references, attached and provided below that support the national level of significance.

Attached, is an article published in the New York Times on June 5,1869 entitled "JAPANESE 
IMMiGRANTS, Arrival of Three Families in San Francisco, Several More Expected ." The obvious 
question here
is, why would the New York Times be interested in the arrival of three Japanese families in San 
Francisco? I believe there are several answers. 1) They were the first and had not been seen before. 
Japanese were not allowed to leave Japan legally until 1884 when an agreement was signed between 
their government and Hawaiian sugar plantations (The History of Japanese Immigration—Brown 
Quarterly v.3, no. 4 - Spring, 2000). 2) Secondly the size and nature of their investment: "They are 
mostly silk cultivators and manufacturers; some are tea cultivists. They bring with them 50,000 trees of 
Morus alba, three years old. This is the most tender leaf of all the mulberries and it makes the best silk 
in that country. They bring a great number of bamboo piants of the iarge variety, useful for a thousand 
purposes. They are twelve feet high. A/so, 500 vegetable wax trees, four feet high and three years old. 
They bring also 6,000,000 of tea nuts ". 3) The educational and cultural status of these Japanese 
immigrants, "They are not serfs, but free... They are highly educated and polished gentlemen, with 
famines brought up in the highest refinement. Theyfuily comprehend our laws and usages and will 
conform to them. It should be understood that the Japanese conduct themselves with dignity; but they 
are prompt to repel insult and imposition . They cannot safeiy be treated as Chinamen often are. They 
come with their families; they bring skiil and industry to develop our resources" .

These three Japanese families became the first Japanese colonists to settle in the United States, the first 
of approximately 30 Wakamatsu Colonists to settle at Gold Hill. According to this New York 
Times article, they settled in hills immediately south of Coloma because "These gravelly loams are best 
adapted to the healthiest growth of silk worms and the finer qualities of silk; and especially is it an 
axiom, "Hills for the fine teas, daies for the coarse ".

The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony is recognized by many Japanese publications as the first
Japanese Colony In the United States. The Nichi Bei Times reports, "For Japanese Americans,
this is our Jamestown ." (WHERE IT ALL BEGAN: Preserving the First Settlement of Japanese in America;
by Kenji G. Taguma, Nichi Bei Times, April 27, 2007). Within its Japanese Immigration
to the U.S.A. Chronology, the Fukushima Ken Jinkai of Southern California report, "The history of the
Japanese immigrants in America started from Fukushima. When the fall ofAizu Castle during the
Boshin War turned the warriors and merchants there adrift, Henry Schnell Matsudaira naturalized into



Japanese founded an immigrants' group to America which consisted of almost 30 people in order to 
find their new life there. One of them was "Okei", a daughter of a shrine carpenter. She was only 17 
years old then. [Okei died in 1871 at the age of 19 and is buried on the Gold Hill Wakamatsu site. She is 
believed to be the first Japanese to die on American soil.] They purchased a land of500 acres in 
Coioma, Northern California naming it Wakamatsu Colony and began developing the land for farming. 
They brought tea trees, mulberry trees, keyaki (zelkova) trees and various kinds of other young plants 
as well as silkworms with them. However, because of insufficient water supply, they failed in their
farming project and were scattered" (Fukushima Ken Jinkai of Southern California, 10o“’ Anniversary 
Publication, Japanese Immigration to the U.S.A. Chronology).

What I find particularly interesting from this Fukushima Ken Jinkai publication is the documentation of 
other Japanese immigrants that arrived towards the end of the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony occupation 
(1871) and immediately thereafter from the Wakamatsu area (Fukushima Prefecture) that had very 
significant impacts to America and to Japanese-American relations. We believe that the Wakamatsu 
colonists were not only the vanguard of Japanese immigration but because of the positive media 
coverage they received encouraged the immigration of academics and other industry leaders that 
benefited the United States and led to greater levels of understanding and cooperation between the 
United States and Japan. A partial list of these immigrants from Wakamatsu, Japan and the surrounding 
area are outlined below.

In 1871, during the occupation of the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony, a young woman by the name of 
Naoye Yamakawa, the daughter of the Chief Retainer of the Lord to Aizu Wakamatsu Castle came to 
New York and studied for 12 years. She returned to Japan and became a social star of the Rokumeikan 
and made significant contributions to the introduction of Western culture to Japan. She later 
married a General of the Army, Iwao Ohyama and devoted herself to social services and was decorated 
with the Fourth Order of the Precious Crown. Miss Yamakawa's brother, Kenjiro Yamakawa 
fought as a member of the famous teenage-Samurai legion, the Byakkotai Troop during the Boshin 
Battle in defense of the Imperial Siege of Wakamatsu Castle in 1868. He was 15 years old at the time. 
He was dispatched by the Japanese government in 1871 to study physics at Yale University. He later 
served as University President of Imperial Tokyo University and Imperial Kyoto University.

Another Japanese man from Fukushima prefecture, Kanichi Asagawa became the first Japanese 
university professor in America. He attended Yale University in 1895 at the age of 22. He studied 
history at Yale University, achieved a permanent professor post at Yale and taught there for 35 years.
He died in Vermont in 1948. Another man, Hideyo Noguchi, who became a "medical saint" throughout 
Japan, immigrated from the Aizu Wakamatsu area to the United States as a medical researcher in 1900. 
His critical research on yellow fever at Pennsylvania University, the Carnegie Institute and the 
Rockefeller Medical Institute produced over 204 published treatises over his lifetime. He himself 
became infected with yellow fever, which caused his death in Africa at the young age of 52.

Another agriculturalist, from Fukushima Prefecture was Keisaburo Koda who settled in the Fresno area 
of California in 1907 and became the first to successfully grow a premier type of Japanese rice here in 
the United States. This rice was successfully developed and marketed as "Rice King" and became the 
standard for California's substantial rice industry.

There are certainly a number of "firsts" associated with the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm 
Colony. It is the first settlement of Japanese in the United States. It is the first and only



Colony in the United States established by Samurai. The Wakamatsu colonists included the first 
multi-racial Nisei (second generation) born on the American continent - Mary, the daughter of Jo and 
Henry Schnell Matsuidaira. It included Okei Ito, the first Issei (first generation) person to die in America. 
It also included the first Japanese to marry an African American woman when Kuninosuke Masumizu 
wed Carrie Wilson. The Wakamatsu colony was also the first to demonstrate the successful cultivation 
of Japanese plants in America.

Lastly, the Wakamatsu colonists experienced success in the United States. Editors from the Placerville 
Mountain Democrat inspected the Wakamatsu colony at Gold Hill and pronounced 
the tea plants in "vigorous health". The mulberry trees were "perfectly healthy in appearance," while 
oil plants had "found their element in both soil and climate". Silkworms raised at the colony 
were "much larger and brighter in color than the ordinary silkworm," the editors exclaimed. One year 
after their arrival, Schnell and two unnamed Japanese colonists put on "a fine display of Japanese 
plants, grown from imported shrubs and seeds" at the Horticultural Fair in San Francisco. Hearing of the 
initial success of the colony, Eugene Van Reed sent an agricultural expert from Yokohama to determine 
which plants could be sent from Japan to California for profit (See Pacific Pioneers. Japanese Journeys to 
American and Hawaii. 1850-1880. John E. Van Sant, page 126). Clearly, California newspaper accounts 
of the Wakamatsu Colony viewed the colonists as an asset. We believe the positive media coverage 
the Wakamatsu colonists received of their success in introducing Japanese plants in America and the 
positive industry employed by the Wakamatsu colonists, created the setting, impetus and social 
comfort by which additional Japanese could emmigrate from Japan and Hawaii.

Consequently between 1870 and 1890 the number of Japanese residing in the United States jumped 
from 55 to 2,038. By 1918, over 10% of all farm products grown in California, were produced by 
Japanese immigrant farmers (California State Board of Control, California and the Oriental, 52, 243. See 
also Iwata, "Japanese Immigrants.").

I am hopeful you will consider this information in your deliberation over the Wakamatsu Colony site's 
eligibility for the National Register at a national level of significance. There is absolutely no 
opposition to this project. I also believe a national level of significance is necessary for our successful 
protection of this important historical site. Please let me know if you have any questions 
regarding the information I have provided. Thank you very much for your time and careful deliberation.

Sincerely,

Alan Ehrgott
Executive Director
American River Conservancy
Office: (530)295-2190
Email: ehreott@arconservancv.org



January 15, 2010

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

flECE/VED S2fin

Dear Carol,

'M

We cherish the unique history of the State of California and its place as the Pacific gateway for 
generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in the United States of America. As you likely know, 
our coastal shores welcomed many from political unrest and civil strife throughout Asia including the 
very first Japanese settlers from Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. The remarkable sacrifices endured by 
this first colony as they fled civil war in Japan must not be forgotten. And the cultural enrichment 
and lasting imprimatur that they left on the State of California and our nation of immigrants must be 
a story that carries on for future generations.

For these reasons, we ask respectfully that you consider adding the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site 
to the National Register of Historic Places with a national level of significance. The Gold Hill- 
Wakamatsu Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and 
Congressman Tom McClintock in the House to confer national attention upon this site, continuing 
nearly fifty years of historical commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan 
declared this to be a state historical site.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life near Coloma, California. 
In fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of Japanese immigration to the U.S. 
began with the successfiil migration and assimilation of these first Wakamatsu colonists. Their 
success in the fields of education and agriculture impelled waves of Japanese immigrants in the late 
19* and early 20*Century. And the new agricultural products they brought such as mulberry trees for 
silk farming, bamboo roots, tea seeds, grape seedlings and short-grain rice spawned California’s 
eventual preeminence as a diverse, agricultural and economic leader.

In closing, we appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely,



mm̂  Japanese american 

cmzens LeaeueMasao Satow Building • 1765 Sutter Street • San Francisco, CA 94115^
Phone: (415) 921-5225 • Facsimile: (415) 931-4671 • Email: JACL@jacl.orgir~
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Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull,

We cherish the unique history of the State of California and its place as the Pacific gateway for 
generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in the United States of America. As you likely know, our 
coastal shores welcomed many from political unrest and civil strife throughout Asia including the very 
first Japanese settlers from Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. The remarkable sacrifices endured by this first 
colony as they fled civil war in Japan must not be forgotten. And the cultural enrichment and lasting 
imprimatur that they left on the State of California and our nation of immigrants must be a story that 
carries on for future generations.

For these reasons, we ask respectfully that you consider adding the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site to 
the National Register of Historic Places wifti a national level of significance. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu 
Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and Congressman Tom 
McClintock in the House to confer national attention upon this site, continuing nearly fifty years of 
historical commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan declared this to be a state 
historical site.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life near Coloma, California. In 
fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of Japanese immigration to the U.S. began with 
the successful migration and assimilation of these first Wakamatsu colonists. Their success in the fields 
of education and agriculture impelled waves of Japanese immigrants in the late 19* and early 20*Century. 
And the new agricultural products they brought such as mulberry trees for silk farming, bamboo roots, tea 
seeds, grape seedlings and short-grain rice spawned California’s eventual preeminence as a diverse, 
agricultural and economic leader.

In closing, we appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to your response.

rSi^ereiy, ^

Jcima^OcIL\jaMA^L
Larry OdaV
National President

REGIONAL OFFICES: Chicago • Los Angeles • San Francisco • Seattle • Washington, D.C.
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January 16,2010

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

received 2280
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Dear Ms. Shull,

For over two years, we have engaged in an effort to raise enough funds to purchase, 
restore and develop a one-of-a-kind parcel of land here in El Dorado Coimly, California. 
It is the site chosen by a small group of J^>anese to begin a new, safe, simple and 
productive life in the new world in 1869. They had escaped a civil war in Aizu- 
Wakamatsu, and brought a variety of seeds and plants with them to begin anew. They 
also brought their dreams of success, their friendliness, courtesy, and determination to 
persevere gainst all odds, to establish an e^ricultural colony.

We have received several grants and a considerable number of donations fix>m 
individuals in California and Japan, who all support our goal. They too recognize that 
this opportunity to save the Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Colony site, is similar to rescuing an 
endangered plant or animal. It will be just a memory of a few people, and a rumor to 
many, if we are not successful.

Because additional funding is needed and some grants are contingent upon the property 
being designated as a having national importance and significance, we respectfully ask 
that you consider our request for this elevated designation.

We appreciate your time and consideration.

':K
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Kevin Mains, President
People to People International, New Mexico Chapter 

3900 Juan Tabo NE, Suite 16 

ABQ, NM 87111 
(505) 217-3538 

(505) 298-3939 fax

18 Januaiy 2010

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull,

We in New Mexico join with our friends in California and deeply value the unique histoiy of the State 
of California and its place as the Pacific gateway for generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in 
the United States of America. Just as New Mexico has played such a significant role in America’s 
immigration histoiy, so to California represents an invcJuable role in bringing to our shores 
incalculable wealth through the flow of pacific immigrants that arrived in such places as the Gold Hill 
Wakamatsu Colony who were fleeing from political unrest and civil strife throughout Japan in 1869. 
The remarkable sacrifices endured by this first colony as they fled civil war in Japan must not be 
forgotten. And the cultural enrichment and lasting imprimatur that they left on the State of California 
and our nation of immigrants must be a stoiy that carries on for future generations.

For these reasons, we ask respectfully that you consider adding the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site 
to the National Register of Historic Places with a national level of significance. The Gold Hill- 
Wakamatsu Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and 
Congressman Tom McClintock in the House to confer national attention upon this site, continuing 
nearly fifty years of historical commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Rondd Reagan 
declared this to be a state historical site.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life near Coloma, California. 
In fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of Japanese immigration to the U.S. began 
with the successful migration and assimilation of these first Wakamatsu colonists. Their success in 
the fields of education and agriculture impelled waves of Japanese immigrants in the late 19**' and early 
20' Centuiy. And the new agricultin-al products they brought such as mulberry trees for silk farming, 
bamboo roots, tea seeds, grape seedlings and short-grain rice spawned California's eventual 
preeminence as a diverse, agricultural and economic leader. ^

In closing, we appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
yin Mains
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January 19,2010

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240
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Dear Ms. Shull:

JAN 2G 2010

NAi REGisrS:

We cherish the unique history of the State of California and its role as the Pacific 
gateway for generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in the United States of America. Our 
shores have welcomed many people escaping from political unrest and civil strife throughout 
Asia, including the very first Japanese settlers in North America, who came to Gold Hill, 
California from Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. The remarkable history of these first colonists, and 
their lasting impact on the State of California and our nation of immigrants, is a story that must 
carry on for future generations.

For these reasons, we introduced the Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Preservation Act of 2009 to 
confer national attention upon this site, continuing forty years of historical commemoration 
beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan declared this to be a state historical site. The 
National Park Service has also recognized the historical significance of the Gold Hill Wakamatsu 
Colony site by listing it on the National Register of Historic Places. We understand that the level 
of significance is still being determined, and respectfully urge you to list this site at the national 
level, rather than state or local level, fully commemorating the importance of the Wakamatsu 
Colony.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life near Coloma, 
California. In fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of Japanese immigration 
to the United States began with the successful migration and assimilation of these first 
Wakamatsu colonists. Their initial success in the fields of education and agriculture established 
California as the gateway for waves of Japanese immigrants entering our nation in the late 19*'’ 
and early 20* centuries. And the new agricultural products they introduced, such as mulberry 
trees for silk farming, bamboo roots, tea seeds, grape seedlings, and short-grain rice, contributed 
to California’s eventual preeminence as an agricultural and economic leader.

We appreciate the National Park Service’s recognition of the Gold-Hill Wakamatsu 
Colony site and your consideration of our views on its level of significance.

Barbara Boxer 
United States Senator

Sincerely,

Tom McClintock
Member of Congress

'4:'4
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January 20,2010 " ^ ‘1
Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
And Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.G 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

I am ■writing to lend my voice to the many "who ask for your consideration in adding the Gold Hll 
Wakamatsu Colony site to the National Register of Historic Places -with a national level of
significance.

Senator Barbara Boxer and Congressman Tom McQintock introduced the Gold Hll Wakamatsu 
Preservation Act of 2009 to confer national attention upon the site. This continues nearly fifty 
years of historical commemoration, as Governor Ronald Reagan declared it a state historical site 
in 1969.

As the President/CEO of an international oi^anization, -which at its core celebrates diverse 
cultures, I believe it is essential to retain the historical significance of this site. California enjoys a 
rich history of -welcoming countless immigrants in search of a better life in the United States of 
America. It is difficult to imagine the sacrifices endured by the first Japanese setders from 
Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. It is heartbreaking to imagine their strt^gles, and their subsequent 
contributions to our society, could be forgotten.

This site has enjoyed a State significance level since 1969. I join those dedicated indi-viduals -wdio 
believe it is time for a National level of significance. Thank you for your sincere consideration.

Best regards.

BRIAN HUEBEN 
Senior Director - Administration / Finance

Jean Eisenho-wer 
President/Chief Executive Officer
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WORLD HEADQUARTERS
911 Main Street, Suite 2110 Kansas City, Missouri 64105 USA 816.531.4701 pAone 816.561.7502 fax E-mail: ptpi@ptpi.org Web site: www.ptpi.org 

People to People International is a NGO with a U.S. not-for-profit [501 (c) (3)] tax rating, working outside of governments to promote international understanding.
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January 20, 2010 

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Northern California-Western Nevada-Pacific (NCWNP) District of the Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL), cherishes the unique history of the State of California and its place as the Pacific 
gateway for generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in the United States of America. Our coastal 
shores welcomed many from political unrest and civil strife throughout Asia, including the very first 
Japanese settlers from Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. The remarkable sacrifices endured by this first 
colony as they fled civil war in Japan must not be forgotten. ,And the cultural enrichment and lasting 
imprimatur that they left on the State of California and our nation of immigrants must be a story that 
carries on for future generations.

For these reasons, we respectfully ask that you consider adding the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site to 
the National Register of Historic Places with a national level of significance. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu 
Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and Congressman Tom 
McClintock in the House to confer national attention upon this site, continuing nearly fifty years of 
historical commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan declared this to be a state 
historical site.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life span near Coloma, California. 
In fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of Japanese immigration to the U.S. began 
with the successful migration and assimilation of these first Wakamatsu colonists. Their success in the 
fields of education and agriculture impelled waves of Japanese immigrants in the late 19*” and early 
20*”Century. And the new agricultural products they brought such as mulberry trees for silk farming, 
bamboo roots, tea seeds, grape seedlings and short-grain rice spawned California’s eventual 
preeminence as a diverse, agricultural and economic leader.

The JACL is the oldest and largest organization in the country focusing on civil rights, education and 
cultural preservation of the Japanese and Asian American community. The JACL NCWNP District is the 
largest district in the JACL, with 33 chapters and 5,000 members. Preserving our cultural and historical 
heritage is part of our core mission as an organization. We ask for your kind consideration of our request 
to preserve this site, which we view as the birthplace of our history in America.

Sincerely,

Patty Wada 
Regional Director 
JACL NCWNP District

,^ ' ..tLs.... .
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Mr. Paul Lusignan 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye St. NW{2280) 
Washington, DC 20005

January 20,2010

received 2280

Re: Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony 

Dear Mr. Lusignan:

JAN 2 G 2010
Il'J/iT

I have enclosed a copy of an academic paper from The Journal of Asian Studies published by Cambridge 
University Press (Vol. 67, No. 4 published November, 2008). This 39 page, highly-referenced treatise 
is the most complete characterization I have seen of the impact the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony and 
one of its colonists, Okei Ito had on Japanese American history, Japanese immigration to the United 
States, and the "expansionist orthodoxy in Imperial Japan".

After reading this paper, I cannot see how anyone could have any doubt as to the influence the Gold Hill 
Wakamatsu Colony had on Japanese immigration to the United States and the national impact it had on 
our country as a whole. The Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site is the oldest property in North America to 
be associated with Japanese immigration. The Wakamatsu Colony is the first Japanese agricultural 
colony in the United States. It is also the only property linked to the emigration of samurai following the 
Meiji Restoration. In addition, the Wakamatsu Colony site is the birthplace of the first Japanese 
American (1869) and contains the grave site of the first Japanese immigrant (Okei Ito) to die on 
American soil (1871).

I would also ask that you consider our state of urgency. We have a very short window of time to 
complete the fundraising to acquire this parcel. The owners have received an approval from El Dorado 
County to subdivide the property. We believe we need a level of "national significance" to complete our 
fundraising efforts and purchase this property before the owners complete the subdivision and 
irreversible development of the property.

On behalf of the Japanese-American community, People-to-People International and the many 
hundreds of people who have supported this acquisition with financial donations, please review the 
enclosed academic paper. We believe it provides you with more than sufficient evidence and cause to 
approve the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony nomination to the National Register at a level of "national 
significance".

Thank you very much for your review of this enclosed study.

Alan Ehrgott 
Executive Director 
American River Conservancy

cc: Paul Loether, Carol Shull

348 Highway 49 • P.O. Box 562 • Coloma, CA 95613 
Ph. (530) 621-1224 • Fax (530) 621-4818 • www.arconservancy.org
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Mr. Paul Lusignan 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye St. NW (2280) 
Washington, DC 20005

January 20,2010

Re: Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony 

Dear Mr. Lusignan:

RECEIVED 2280

JAN 2 S 2010

Nffi REGISTER Of
fiMioiw- _

I have enclosed a copy of an academic paper from The Journal of Asian Studies published by Cambridge 
University Press (Vol. 67, No. 4 published November, 2008). This 39 page, highly-referenced treatise 
is the most complete characterization I have seen of the impact the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony and 
one of its colonists, Okei Ito had on Japanese American history, Japanese immigration to the United 
States, and the "expansionist orthodoxy in Imperial Japan".

After reading this paper, I cannot see how anyone could have any doubt as to the influence the Gold Hill 
Wakamatsu Colony had on Japanese immigration to the United States and the national impact it had on 
our country as a whole. The Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site is the oldest property in North America to 
be associated with Japanese immigration. The Wakamatsu Colony is the first Japanese agricultural 
colony in the United States. It is also the only property linked to the emigration of samurai following the 
Meiji Restoration. In addition, the Wakamatsu Colony site is the birthplace of the first Japanese 
American (1869) and contains the grave site of the first Japanese immigrant (Okei Ito) to die on 
American soil (1871).

I would also ask that you consider our state of urgency. We have a very short window of time to 
complete the fundraising to acquire this parcel. The owners have received an approval from El Dorado 
County to subdivide the property. We believe we need a level of "national significance" to complete our 
fundraising efforts and purchase this property before the owners complete the subdivision and 
irreversible development of the property.

On behalf of the Japanese-American community, People-to-People International and the many 
hundreds of people who have supported this acquisition with financial donations, please review the 
enclosed academic paper. We believe it provides you with more than sufficient evidence and cause to 
approve the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony nomination to the National Register at a level of "national 
significance".

Thank you very much for your review of this enclosed study.

Alan Ehrgott 
Executive Director 
American River Conservancy

cc: Paul Loether, Carol Shull

348 Highway 49 • P.O. Box 562 • Coloma, CA 95613 
Ph. (530) 621-1224 • Fax (530) 621-4818 • www.arconservancy.org
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January 20, 2010Mr. Paul Lusignan 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye St. NW (2280) 
Washington, DC 20005

Re: Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony

Dear Mr. Lusignan:

I have enclosed a copy of an academic paper from The Journal of Asian Studies published by Cambridge 
University Press (Vol. 67, No. 4 published November, 2008). This 39 page, highly-referenced treatise 
is the most complete characterization I have seen of the impact the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony and 
one of its colonists, Okei Ito had on Japanese American history, Japanese immigration to the United 
States, and the "expansionist orthodoxy in Imperial Japan".

After reading this paper, I cannot see how anyone could have any doubt as to the influence the Gold Hill 
Wakamatsu Colony had on Japanese immigration to the United States and the national impact it had on 
our country as a whole. The Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site is the oldest property in North America to 
be associated with Japanese immigration. The Wakamatsu Colony is the first Japanese agricultural 
colony in the United States. It is also the only property linked to the emigration of samurai following the 
Meiji Restoration. In addition, the Wakamatsu Colony site is the birthplace of the first Japanese 
American (1869) and contains the grave site of the first Japanese immigrant (Okei Ito) to die on 
American soil (1871).

I would also ask that you consider our state of urgency. We have a very short window of time to 
complete the fundraising to acquire this parcel. The owners have received an approval from El Dorado 
County to subdivide the property. We believe we need a level of "national significance" to complete our 
fundraising efforts and purchase this property before the owners complete the subdivision and 
irreversible development of the property.

On behalf of the Japanese-American community, People-to-People International and the many 
hundreds of people who have supported this acquisition with financial donations, please review the 
enclosed academic paper. We believe it provides you with more than sufficient evidence and cause to 
approve the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony nomination to the National Register at a level of "national 
significance".

Thank you very much for your review of this enclosed study.

Alan Ehrgott '
Executive Director 
American River Conservancy

cc: Paul Loether, Carol Shull

348 Highway 49 • P.O. Box 562 • Coloma, CA 95613 
Ph. (530) 621-1224 • Fax (530) 621-4818 • www.arconservancy.org



January 23, 2010

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Carol,

RECEIVED 2280
FEB 93 2010

NAT. register of HISTORIC PUCES 
national PARK SERVICE

We cherish the unique history of the State of California and its place as the Pacific 
gateway for generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in the United States of 
America. As you likely know, our coastal shores welcomed many from political unrest 
and civil strife throughout Asia including the very first Japanese settlers from 
Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. The remarkable sacrifices endured by this first colony as 
they fled civil war in Japan must not be forgotten. And the cultural enrichment and 
lasting imprimatur that they left on the State of California and our nation of immigrants 
must be a story that carries on for future generations.

For these reasons, we ask respectfully that you consider adding the Gold Hill 
Wakamatsu Colony site to the National Register of Historic Places with a national level 
of significance. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by 
Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and Congressman Tom McClintock in the House to 
confer national attention upon this site, continuing nearly fifty years of historical 
commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan declared this to be 
a state historical site.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life near 
Coloma, California. In fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of 
Japanese immigration to the U.S. began with the successful migration and assimilation 
of these first Wakamatsu colonists. Their success in the fields of education and 
agriculture impelled waves of Japanese immigrants in the late 19*f^ and early 
20’'^Century. And the new agricultural products they brought such as mulberry trees for 
silk farming, bamboo roots, tea seeds, grape seedlings and short-grain rice spawned 
California's eventual preeminence as a diverse, agricultural and economic leader.

In closing, we appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to your 
response.

Sincerely,

Steve Togami
President, New Mexico chapter of JACL (Japanese American Citizens League)



SAN FRANCISCO JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
po BOX 22425, San Francisco, Cal

January 25, 2010

BECEtVED 275‘-ioi5

FEB 03 ^010

NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 ‘C’ Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240-0001

Dear Ms. Shull

The San Francisco Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League supports the effort to add 
the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site to the National Register of Historic Places with a national 
level of significance. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by 
Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and Congressman Tom McClintock in the House to confer 
national attention upon this site.

As a nation of immigrants, adding the Wakamatsu Colony to the Register of Historical Places as 
one of the first major Japanese agricultural endeavors in the United States, it would demonstrate 
the significance of one of the many Asian immigrant groups that came to this country seeking a 
better life like all others who immigrated to the United States. Such a designation would also 
bring more attention to the Asian American experience in the United States, particularly in 
California.

It is our belief that when we learn about our neighbors, their history, and their struggles, we will 
find we have more in common with one another rather than differences.

Sincerely,

Hiroshi Shimizu 
President

•'..s-.UL.

cc: Alan Ehrgott, ARC
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January 25, 2010

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull,

RECEIVED 2280

flA'

FEB-2 2010
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CES

We cherish the unique history of the State of California and its place as the Pacific gateway for 
generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in the United States of America. As you likely know, our 
coastal shores welcomed many from political unrest and civil strife throughout Asia including the very 
first Japanese settlers from Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. The remarkable sacrifices endured by this first 
colony as they fled civil war in Japan must not be forgotten. And the cultural enrichment and lasting 
imprimatur that they left on the State of California and our nation of immigrants must be a story that 
carries on for future generations.

For these reasons, we ask respectfully that you consider adding the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site to 
the National Register of Historic Places with a national level of significance. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu 
Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and Congressman Tom 
McClintock in the House to confer national attention upon this site, continuing nearly fifty years of 
historical commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan declared this to be a state 
historical site.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life near Coloma, California. In 
fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of Japanese immigration to the U.S. began 
with the successful migration and assimilation of these first Wakamatsu colonists. Their success in the 
fields of education and agriculture impelled waves of Japanese immigrants in the late 19*'' and early 
20*''Century. And the new agricultural products they brought such as mulberry trees for silk farming, 
bamboo roots, tea seeds, grape seedlings and short-grain rice spawned California's eventual 
preeminence as a diverse, agricultural and economic leader.

In closing, we appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely,

Gordon Yos^kaWa
Cincinnati cli^apter, Japanese American Citizens League



•••

•SWfi • JdpcLnese American Citizens League
Silicon Valley Chapterbridging generations

January 27, 2010

Mrs. Carol Shull
2009 Chapter Officers Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places and 

Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

GaUSueki
President

Mark Kobayashi 
Vice President

Pat Nakashima
Secretary

JeffYoshioka
Treasurer

Board of Directors 

Colin Boon 

Linda Fujimoto 

Mariko Fujimoto 

NickHori 

Nancy Kerbel 

Diane Morimune 

Sharon Nakamura

Dear Mrs. Shull,

We, the undersigned, on behalf of the members of the Silicon Valley Chapter of 
the Japanese American Citizens League, ask for your consideration in the 
matter of adding the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site to the National Register of 
Historic Places with a national level of significance.

One of the missions of the National JACL, as well as of our chapter, is to 
maintain, and to educate our communities about, the history of Japanese 
Americans in the U.S.A. The settlers of the Gold Hill Wakamatsu colony 
contributed an important chapter to this history. In addition to the success of the 
colony in the area of silk production, the settlers also introduced other 
agricultural products which contributed to California’s rise as a diverse 

agricultural and economic leader.

We ask for your support of the Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Preservation Act of 2009, 
introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and by Congressman 

Thomas McClintock in the House.

Sincerely,

Gail Sueki, President 
Mark Kobayashi, Vice President 
Patricia Nakashima, Secretary 
Jeff Yoshioka, Treasurer

Cc: Patty Wada, JACL Regional Director, Northern California-Western Nevada-Pacific 

District

841 Blossom Hill Road, Suite 212, San Jose, CA 95123 • (408) 363-3671 • siliconvalleyjacl.dnsalias.net



Carol Shull/WASO/NPS 
02/03/2010 11:24 AM

To Cicely Muldoon/OAKLAND/NPS@NPS, Jon 
Jarvis/WASO/NPS@NPS 

cc Paul Loether/WASO/NPS@NPS, Paul 
Lusignan/WASO/NPS@NPS, Maureen 
Foster/WASO/NPS@NPS 

bcc
Subject Gold Hill Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm may come 

up at Japanese American Citizens League Reception.

Dear Jon and Cicely,

We saw that you both will be attending the Japanese American Citizens League Reception this evening. 
The National Register recently listed in the National Register the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Colony Farm, Gold Hill, El Dorado County, California. The State recommended that it be listed at the 
national level of significance. The National Register staff did not think that the nomination justified listing 
at the national level on the basis of the original nomination. The National Register has received a number 
of letters from interested citizens, some politicians, and the Japanese American Citizens League urging 
that the nomination be listed at the national level of significance. Since the property was listed, we have 
received additional documentation and are reviewing the listing again in regard to what level of 
significance can be justified. If you get questions at the reception , please let people know that the 
National Register staff is reviewing the level significance in the light of the new documentation.

I will be out of the office until about 1:00. Please let Paul Loether know if you need any more information.

Warm regards, 

Carol

Carol D. Shull
Interim Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places
National Park Service
1201 Eye Street NW (2280)
Washington, DC 20005
202-354-2234
FAX: 202-371-1616
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February 12, 2010

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Carol,

I l^8 24 2oiri /

We cherish the unique history of the State of California and its place as the Pacific gateway for 
generations of immigrants seeking a fresh start in the United States of America. As you likely know, our 
coastal shores welcomed many from political unrest and civil strife throughout Asia including the very 
first Japanese settlers from Wakamatsu, Japan in 1869. The remarkable sacrifices endured by this first 
colony as they fled civil war in Japan must not be forgotten. And the cultural enrichment and lasting 
imprimatur that they left on the State of California and our nation of immigrants must be a story that 
carries on for future generations.

For these reasons, we ask respectfully that you consider adding the Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony site to 
the National Register of Historic Places with a national level of significance. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu 
Preservation Act of 2009 was introduced by Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and Congressman Tom 
McClintock in the House to confer national attention upon this site, continuing nearly fifty years of 
historical commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan declared this to be a state 
historical site.

We believe the contributions of this colony lasted well past its two-year life near Coloma, California. In 
fact, many documented sources note that the chronology of Japanese immigration to the U.S. began 
with the successful migration and assimilation of these first Wakamatsu colonists. Their success in the 
fields of education and agriculture impelled waves of Japanese immigrants in the late W*** and early 
20**’Century. And the new agricultural products they brought such as mulberry trees for silk farming, 
bamboo roots, tea seeds, grape seedlings and short-grain rice spawned California's eventual 
preeminence as a diverse, agricultural and economic leader.

In closing, we appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely,

Allan Hida
3939 Walnut AV #334 
Carmichael, CA 95608-2199
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Ms. Carol D. ShuU
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Re: Gold Hill Wakamatsu Colony

Dear Ms Shull,

Our Delaware Chapter of People to People International recognizes understanding 
between people of different cultures and backgrounds as a big factor in world peace, as 
set forth by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the founder of PTPI.

It is this context that we ask respectfiilly that you consider adding the Gold Hill 
Wakamatsu Colony site to the National Register of Historic Places with a national level 
of sigitificance. The Gold Hill-Wakamatsu Preservation Act of2009 was introduced by 
Senator Barbara Boxer in the Senate and Congressman Tom McClintock in the House to 
confer national attention upon this site, continuing nearly fifty years of historical 
commemoration beginning in 1969 when Governor Ronald Reagan declared this to be a 
state historical site.

We believe that understanding, appreciating and preserving the past will lead to a more 
harmonious fiiture on both local and global levels. Elevation of the Wakamatsu Site to 
National Registration is in keeping with these ideas.

In closing, we appreciate your consideration of our views and we look forward to your 
response.

Very truly yours.

Edward L. Tucker 
Chapter President

■A ,;VT
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Ms. Carol D. Shull
Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
and Chief of the National Historic Landmarks Survey 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240
Re; Gold Hill - Wakamatsu Colony National Recognition 

Dear Ms. Schull;

Senator Boxer and Congressman McClintock have ably described the importance of 
recognizing the Gold Hill - Wakamatsu Colony at an upgraded level of historic 
significance meriting National stature. The San Jose JACL supports this action and 
as part of the Nation’s oldest and largest Asian American Civil and Human Rights 
organization, we also ask ywt for your support.

As a formet Historic Pr^rvatiotv Officer fca- the City of San Jose, California and as 
the current Presi^nt of the San lose JACL which owns and preserves the first 
Japanese Hospital building constructed in San Jose lOO-years ago in 1910,1 folly 
appreciate the importance trfUie following National Historical Preservation Act 
excerpt:

"The historical Of^ <?/the Nation should be preserved as a
living part of our community life and development in order to give a sense of
orientation to the American people."

; ■■■■■ . ...

To the American people, the term “Gold Hill” and Japanese Americans should 
become symmymous with “Plymouth Rock” and die Pilgrims, Your support will 
help establish this sense of orientatkm for present and future generations of 
Americans. Please help us to preserve the Japanese American culture in our great 
Nation.

Sincerely,

LeonKimura |i;,. Ifi*
P.S.- Historically speaking, die San Jose Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens 
League began in 1923 as the American Loyalty League, six years before the JACL 
was formed in 1929. Prominent Chapter members include Congressman Michael 
Honda and former Secretary of Transportation Norman Y. Mineta (who grew up 
next door to the hospital building and his wooden desk is still in his old insurance 
office inside the building!).



Rebecca Allen
<rebecca@pastforwardinc.co
tn>
03/23/2010 01:10 PM

To <Paul_lusignan@nps.gov>
cc Alan Ehrgott <ehrgott@arconservancy.org>, 

<mwdonaldson@parks.ca.gov>
bcc

Subject Additional thoughts on Wakamatsu Colony national 
signficiance

iBilhtepli^td

Paul-

I'm following on the Wakamatsu colony national significance, and have some additional thoughts to

offer.

In our last conversation, you stated your concern that this short-lived colony had no long term impact 
on Japanese American culture. You noted the gap in immigration from the end of the colony in 1871 
until the 1880s when more Japanese arrived. I stressed that the revised nomination viewed this site as 
the first stepping stone in Japanese American settlements. In my continued discussion with the 
Japanese American community, and review of volumes that discuss this history, the cultural importance 
of this site - the sense of importance in terms of the Japanese American place of beginning, and what 
that represents to the community — becomes more and more clear. Every encyclopedia entry I ve seen 
(online and in book form) that addresses the Japanese in the United States discusses this first colony.
The majority of Japanese American histories also note Wakamatsu as the first colony - it's the first 
important link in this history. There was a slow trickle of Japanese into the U.S., but the story is 
complicated by Japanese emigration to Hawaii, which not part of the U.S. until much later, and Mejii 
government policies that discouraged (and at times outlawed) emigration. I'm also really struck by the 
first California newspaper accounts of the Wakamatsu Colony — they viewed the colonists as an asset, 
in direct contrast to the prevailing views of Chinese laborers in the 19th century. In the wake of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act, Japanese immigrants were specifically invited into the U.S. to fill the labor gap. 
Until the Japanese farmers arrived in greater numbers and were viewed as an economic threat, they 
were generally viewed as the more favorable of immigrants. Newspaper reports of the Wakamatsu 
colonists set the tone of the "acceptable" nature of the Japanese that prevailed until the turn of the 
20th century, and then the events leading up to and during WWII. In this instance, the story of 
Japanese migration to the U.S., the west was at the forefront of the national scene. Immigration into 
the U.S. for the most part meant immigration to California and other western states. Research into this 
early story of Japanese immigration prior to 1880 is a relatively new area of study, as evidenced by the 
volume by John Van Sant, published in 2001, which was very well received. Additional studies are still 
underway, and are needed to further highlight the importance of Wakamatsu. This should not detract 

from your decision.

Since our conversation, I've also found evidence that Japanese newspapers continued to tout California 
as a favorable place to emigrate although Wakamatsu colony did not last long. Toyotomi Morimoto 
(1997:18, Japanese Americans and Cultural Continuity: Maintaining Language and Heritage) noted. 
"After the Meiji Restoration in 1868, young people were encouraged by their predecessors to open new 
worlds for themselves by coming to the United States. In particular, Fukuzawa Yukichi was influential in 
inspiring youths through his newspaper JijiShimpo and several other publications." I have no doubt 
that investigation into archives in Japan will show more evidence of the importance of the idea of



California (and thus the U.S.) to Japanese emigrants. Certainly the story of the 19-year-old Okei and her 
early death have done so, as evidenced by the replica gravesite erected in Wakamatsu, Japan, and the 
letter from the Wakamatsu mayor to the Veerkamp family, thanking them for their upkeep and 
preservation of the site. Again, this does not detract from the importance of the Wakamatsu Colony 
site, but adds to its potential for national significance.

It also strikes me as a matter of balance in representation of Japanese American contributions to U.S. 
culture and history. I've briefly looked at properties currently listed on the National Register 
representing Japanese history. The majority of these are WWII internment camps, such as Manzanar 
near Independence, California. There are a few temples, the Angel Island Detention Center for those 
being deported, and a few town sites that housed both Japanese and Chinese, but only one example of 
an agricultural site that I could see. All of these were 20th century sites. One of the unique qualities of 
the Wakamatsu Colony is that it was so early. While the colony ultimately failed, it was an important 
stepping stone, and a harbinger of immigration to come. It is also an opportunity to tell the public of the 
positive side of Japanese immigration, and the importance of their later contributions to agriculture.
The Japanese American community clearly recognizes Wakamatsu as their place of beginning in the 
United States. The National Register needs to do so as well.

Thank you for time, and please let me know if I can provide you with any additional information ~ 

Rebecca

Dr. Rebecca Allen 
Past Forward, Inc.
PO Box 969
Garden Valley, CA 95633
530-333-4547
www.pastforwardinc.com



JAPAUBBB IMMIQBASm
Arrirol 9f Three Foinilleii in «on Fran« 

cinro—Sereral Olore JBxpeeted.
From Ike San Francisco Alta OaUfornia, May it.

Herr Schkeix, a Pruasian goutloman. for 
ton years past rendoat In tho Korthom rdnol- 
palUios of Japan, han arrlvM In San Fronciaoo 
-with three JapanoaofamlUea. These romihcaare 
the preouMort of forty Japiuioae famUioa now on 
the way for our port, and of a further aooeasion 
of eUrhty famtliea, making In all onehuntlred 
and twenty families, or say, fotir bundre<i per
sons are coining hare for permanent eetUemsnt. 
They are mostly sUk oulttraturs and manufao- 
tnrcrs; some are tea oulturlsts. They bring 
with them £0,000 trees of tho Jfoni# alba, three 
years ohl. This is tho most tender Idaf of all the 
mulberries, and It makes the best sUktnttmt 
country. They bring a great namber of batiboo 
plants of tho large TOriety, tiaefn! for a thousand 
piuiposes. They are twelve fo«(t high. Also. 600 
Tegitable wax trees, four feet hjgh and threo 
years old. They bring also 6,000,000 of tea nuts. 
The seed of the tea plant is a imail nut.

Hen* BcasBnn wae IntoiproUng Seorotnry to 
i, nnd latterly Minister ofthe Prussian Logntion, , ----------—

nnsuco to the Kortbem Priiiclpalitloaat war 
with the Mikado. He k complnte luastorof tho 
Japanese language, and wasattaohod to Prince 
IDSU, under whom he hold an Ituporiant coin- 
TOSod. The defeat of the North has obliged him 
to seek elsewhere for peace and oooupatlon. It 
It not Improbable that three Princes will follow
« > .. . .a wi*. CTaisw Osittwayf f SMtis.
iV UUw fUIi»4MUaauio tasait **»sn-*n i»*t»him and share bis fortunes. Herr SellKEi.ijjx's- 
ficwied 120 retainers and their famliica TlmyseMea isu reiaiuoia auulook to him for moans of llrlng, and ho iihargcs 
himself with their care, support and guldmicc In 
a way to conform to the law and n8.igcaof our 
country. Thov are not serfs, but free. If the 
Princes come thej' may bring many more Indus
trial families. Tney are highly educated andMnslmdgentl'emea, with fainiH*e8 bi-ought up In 
tho highest rofloement.luo ujgueoi, louuciuDui. They fully comprehend 
our laws and usages and wiU conform to them.

It should be understood that the Japanese con
duct themselves with dignity; but they .are 
prompt to repel Insult and Imposition. They cuti- 
Mot safely he treated as Cnliiamen often ore. 
They come with their families; they bring skill 
and Industry to develop our resources. Herr 
ScnKBhi. moivns to buy Government land, not in 
the valleys, which arc unstiUed.but lu the cheaper 
hill or monntam lande. These gimvelly loams are 
best adapted to (ho heRltblest growUi of silk
worms and the finer quaUtles of sUk; ami esne- 
elally Is it an axiom, for tho Hoe teas, diilcs
fortlie coarse." Bfe knew that wo were over- 
Btockfcd with comraoD mulbciry trees in nursery, 
with very few set out lor itermouoiu idari- 
tation, so be has brought his own irees. 
He does not intend to feed worms till his 
trees, now throe years ohl, have another full 
year's growth. The Japanese do not CKteem 
either eggs or cocoons fed, like ours, on cuttiiigs 
scarce rooted In the nursery. Three feet is the

. « « « . * a ..m wntsVKAavmlAa instendaril'’'helght of plantation mulben-les in 
They never jbaTO too Stem, but thebrashes‘‘are ftHowed““to grow”clear" to the 

KTOund. thus glTlug the bark protection from 
sun-seald. Their mode of feeding 1* to cut off the 
entire branch, instead of pluokiug the leiiyea, 
nnd thus the worm has always n cloanly fwllng- 
plaoe. We are doing tho same, and we give it 
approval. Herr Bt’U.VKt,b would reel our Cali
fornian cocoons this year if h« could find them 
of tnerchantoble quality. But such as are at 
Nbuman.v’s exhibition would not answer at oil. 
They are fit only for shoddy.

Publishe* June 5.1669 
Copyright © The New Yorti Times
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JAPikHIIBB IMMXaRANTa
ArrlTol «f Three Fonillle« in Won Fron- 

ciMCO—Sereral More Kxpecte4.
From the San Franeiseo Alia Oalifornia, Maifil-

Herr ScnKKUU a Pruaaian gentleman, for 
ten yeart past reaident In the Northern Prlnol- 
palitlos of Japan, baa arrlTod In BanFmociaeo 
with three Japanese famUea Tbeao fomlUcflare 
the proouwoi* ol forty Japanane famlUoa now on 
the way for oar port, and of a further aooeflsion 
of eUchty famlHos, making In all one biuulreci 
and twenty famines, or say, four hundred per
sons are coming hare for permanent settlement. 
They ate mostly sUk eultlTators and manufao- 
turers! some are tea oulturlsta. They Vring 
with thorn SOfOeo trees of the Jforw# alba, three 
years old. This Is the most tender Idaf of all the 
mnlherries. and It makes the heat sitkfutfaat 
country. They bring a great nomber of bamboo 
plants of the large Turlety, useful for a thmiaaiid 
piirooses. They are twelve foft high. Also. 6W> Tegltabte wsi trees, four high aiul tliroo 
years old. They bring also 1,000.000 o! tea nut*. 
Ihe seed of the tea plant Is a small nut.

Herr ScajfBX.i, wee Intororellng Seorotnry to 
the Prussian LogntioB, nna latterly Minister of 
liuanoe to the Northern Priuclpallties at war 
wttU the Mikado. He is complete master of tho 
Japanese language, and waa attaobod to Prince 
IDSU, under whom he hold an liuporfant coin- 
nmnd. The defeat of the North has ohllEOil him 
to seek elsewhere for peace and oooupntlfm. It 
la not imnrobabla that three Princes will follow 
him and snare his fortunes. Herr ScHSKU.jhis- 
aessed I2fl retainers and their famljlcs. They 
look to him. for means of living, amt ho chnrpcs 
hbnsclf with their care, support and guldunco in 
a way to conform to the law and U8.tgc8 of our 
country. Thov are not sorfe, hot free. If the 
Princes come they may bring many more Indus
trial families. They are highly educated and 
polished gentlemen, with families brought up in 
the highest reflnement. They fully comprehend 
oar laws and usages »nd wlU conform to them.

It should be luiderstood that the Japanese con
duct thcmselvee with dignity; but they are 
prompt to repel Insult and impusidon. They can
not safely be treated as Chinamen often are. 
They come with their families; they bring skill 
and Industry to develop our resources. Herr 
SCHKKLl. moans to buy OoTcrameut land, not In 
the valleys, which arcunsuited.but lathe cheaper 
hill or monntaiu lands. These grevelly loams are 
best adapted to the hoaltbJest grow tit of slUc- 
worois and the finer qualltlea of silk; and esiic- 
olnlly is it an axiom, ‘‘^Htlls for the tine tens.dnles 
for the coarse.’' He knew that we were over
stocked with common mulberry trees In mii w;r.v, 
with very few set out tor iwrmanont plan
tation, BO he h«B brought his own tretH*. 
He docB not intend to feed worms tlU liis 
trees, now tin ' ‘ "
year’s growth,
treosT uow three years ohl.have another full 
year’s growth. The Japanese do uot esteem 
either eggs or cocoons fed, Ukejours, on cuttingsscar^ rooted in the nursery. Three fret Is the 
standard height of ixlautation inulberoles In 
Jaoan. They never bare the Stem, hut the 
branches are allowed to grow clear to the 
ground, thus gitlug the bark protection from 
siui-seald. Their mode of feeding Is to cut off the 
entire branch, Instead of pluolflng the leiiyes, 
nnd thus the worm has always a cleanly fwllng- 
plaoe. Wear® doing the same, and we give it 
approval. Hen- 8cu.vEt.i, would reel our Call- 
fonilan cocoons this year if ha could find thena 
of morchantable quality. But such as are at 
NBOMaNS’8 oxluhltlonwould not answer atoll. 
They are fit only for shoddy.

r
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“Pioneers of Overseas Japanese Development”: 
Japanese American History and the Making of 

Expansionist Orthodoxy in Imperial Japan

EIICHIRO AZUMA

Fiiaisiiifi oil iiitcrsccliom of Asinii arai sliidirs find U.S. i tliiiic sfiidirM, this 
fiiiiclc probes orcrltippiii'^ Inti liillicilo iwp,lerlril li fijcciorirs of Japanese eoloni- 
alisiii and transpacific migrant experience and of modern Japanese liislon/ and 
Japanese American liislonj. Consinicted dnrim^ the IDSOs, expansionist ortlio- 
doxj if imperial Japan Justified and idealized the a^riadlnral colonization if 
Maiirlmria on the basis of historical precedence found in a coni rived clironide 
of Japanese "overseas devalopmenr in the Aniericaii frontier This stndi/ doni- 
iiicnts how Japanese inlellifi^eiilsia, i>oi>nlar enltnre. and the state eonceiiedlii 
co-o}ited U.S. Japanese ininii's,raiit liistonj in seivicc of the policies of imperial 
expansion and national mohilizalion in Asia before the Vacific War While invol
vin':, conjUriinp, agendas and interests between the colonial metropolis in impe
rial Japan and the expatriate societij in the American West, the example of 
Iraiisnalional liislonj making elucidates borderless dimensions of prewar Japa
nese colonialism, which iiiflneiieed, and was connirreiith/ inflnenced hij. the 
presence and practices of Japanese emigrants across the Pacific.

ECKNT SCH0L\HS1III> ON Tiiic Japanese empire has nmeilecl tulalizing itspeets of 
Xiimpe-ial colonialism that not onK-ealletl into seiviee tlw-iiation s limnan anrl 

economic resources but also imoKed tlie production of knowledge and culture 
suitable for the gt>«l of national expansion. As Stefan Tanaka (1993, 68-104) 
traces, through academic studies of “eastern histoiy” (toi/o-v/i/) in tandem with 
the Orientalization tH' li»e Asian continent {shiim), Chinese histon and culture 
were redefined as an inferior other to be conquered or o\ercome. Tlie mass 
culture of impeiial japan, including films, magazines, and e\eii stage revues, 
meanwhile helped coiesolidate “a doctrine of assimilation (cinkft; lit., ‘same- 
iziition’), or Japanization (Nipponka),” thereby cultivating popular enthusiasm 
for a mission “to civilize.., the peoples of Asia” (Robei tson 1998, 89-138, e.sp. 
91-92). In this context, the constniction of a histoiical nietauarrative for the 
e.vpmisive nation also formed a significant aspect of Japan s empire building. 
Expansionist orthodoxy, as it took shape during the mid-1930s, traced the 
origins of modem Japans “overseas development” (kai^ai haticn) to labor 
migrations to Hawaii and Guam in 1868, and to the establishment of the so-called
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1188 Eiichiro Azuina

W'akanuitsii tea and silk colony in nnal California the following)ear. Whereas the 
1868 endea\ors were altogether characterized as a disastrous failure due to the 
\iitnal peonage of “ignorant" workers by iinscrupuloiis while merchants, the agri
cultural coloniziition of the American frtmti**r was celebrated as a project that 
“almost offered an e.xamplc of ideal colonization"—in the woixls of a foremost 
expansionist historian of early Showa Japan—and hence an appropriate starting 
point of niodern-da\' imperial colonialism, which was purportedly in full 
blootn in Manchuria when the master narrative was crafted (Iriye [19,36] 
1942, 1:9-29).

The maiden Okei, a seventeen-year-old member of the 1869 California 
expedition from Aizu Wakamatsu, Fukushima Prefecture, figured particularly 
large in the teleological story of Japan’s imperial beginning abroad. The young 
woman was said to have joined the group as a nanny for the childien of its 
leader, but she quickl)’ became something of a “heroine” who dwarfed other 
early emigrants in importance to imperial Japan. Okei’s rise in a domestic 
expansionist narrative provides a glimpse into a fundamentally transnational 
process of prewar knowledge production and histoiy making that brought 
together the Japanese e.xpatriate community in the United States and the 
home empire in Japan. During the 1930s, the two sides inadvertently collabo
rated in the remembering of Okei and similar figures, as well as the forgetting 
of others, in hi.story. In California, for example, when the members of the 
Japanese American Citizens League honored the tribulations and triumphs 
of their parents’ generation at its 1934 convention, the American-born Japa
nese leaders singled out “Miss Okei” -ds “an inspiration that has guided 
others [Japanese immigrants] to pioneer along the same lines" in the 
western frontier (Shin Sekai, September 12, 1934). Almost concurrently in 
Tokj'o, using similar language, a popular writer glamorized the young emigrant 
woman for haxdng purportedly spearheaded the “cultural” and “expansionistic” 
developments of Meiji Japan in the New World (Kiinura 193-5). As a trailblazer 
in the formation of two communities—ethnic and national—Okei emerged at 
the crossroads of their respective histories, rendering Japanese American 
histoiy' into imperial Japan’s orthodoxy' of “oxerseas dexelopment” during 
the era of aggressive colonial expansion in Manchuria and into other parts 
of Asia.

The duality of Okei’s identities elucidates not only the fluid positionalit)' of 
Japanese emigrants betxveen the two national spaces but also the contested 
relationship between the histories of the Japanese in America and their compa
triots in imperial Japan. The contemjxiraneous dex elopment of Okei legends on 
both sides of the Pacific during the 1930s represented only one of the nianv' 
instances in which the overseas ethnic community' and the domestic national 
community' became entangled in their respective quests for racial surxival in 
white America and for impeiial esipansion in Japanese Asia. For the residents 
in the United States (Issei) and their American-bom children (NLsei), the
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narrative ol'tlie \omig woman pione('r played a signilicaiit role in the esmstrnc- 
tion of a group liistoiy and its eolleetix e identitv, tlirongh wliieli tliey attmupted 
to consolidate' tlieir resources for etiinic empowerment in a racist society that dis
criminated against these “Orientals.” On (he otiicr hand, for the fapanc'sc' state 
and public of the militarist era, Okei provided a romanticized ssinbol of the 
nation's colonial genesis and destiny that amplified the usefulness of the Japanese 
migrant experience in America to its nascent e.xpausioiiist metanarrative and olfi- 
cial polic)' of the Greater East Asian Co-I’rosperity Sphere. Bv placing the circu
lation of historical discourses and repre.senlations in a transnational context, this 
.stud)' proposes a new' u'ay to understand the comple.xities of prew'ar Japanese 
colonialism, w^hich often confounded emigration with colonial expansion in the 
building of a ‘total empire.”

In American academia, emigration traditionally falls into the domain of 
Japanese American studies, and colonial expansion constitutes a central 
research agenda for modern Japan specialists. Despite the lumK'rous inteisec- 
tions, historians of modern Japan and Japanese America seldom acknowledged 
the pertinence of these intersections until the last decade. The most important 
reason for this di.sciplinaiy and epistemological compartmentalization is the 
artiHcial insulation betxveen U.S. ethnic studies and Asian area studic.s-
that mirrors contemporaiy politics w'ithin American scholarly tiiscourse 
more than actual historical circumstances. Nonetheless, though the txvo 
fields have generally operated in accordance with separate problematics, 
their recent trajectories demonstrate a notew'orthy contrast. Whereas ethnic 
studies .scholars, especially historians, have tended to remain more cautious 
abf)ut, if not oblix'ious to, the overlapping research agendas of the two 
fields, a number of scholars in urea studies ha\e risen to the challenge of 
crossing disciplinarx' boundaries to produce solid monographs of a transna
tional and interdisciplinaiy nature.'

Indeed, the divorce of Japanese American histoiy from modem Japanese 
histoiy w'as initiated by, and has been sustained chieny through the efforts of, 
Asian Americanists, w'ho since the late 1960s have demanded the incoiporation 
of their racial histoiy in hitherto Eurocentric nan atix es of U.S. national formation 
and the immigrant saga." In line with the liberal agenda of antiracism and

'Xotewortliy worb have come out, e.spedallv in Cliinese and Chinese American studies, that look 
at <ilol)al Chinese migrations as a diaspora. .See the works h\- Adam .McKcovni (1999. 2001) and 
Madeline Y. Hsu (2000). With similar ix'rsjrectiv es, some anthrojxilogists of Japan, such as 
Josliua Hotaka Roth (2002) and Takeviiki Tsiida (200.3), have examined the recent migration of 
Japanese Lain Americans to their ancestral land and probed the fluiditx' of their ethnonational 
identities. Historiced anal)-ses of North American Nikkei, however, still remain almost excln.sivelv 
'wthin tlie confines of domestic race relations and the domain of U.S. or Canadian ethnic studies. 
■In thinking about the intersections of the txvo fields, Shirley Hune (2001, 23.5) discn.sses “the global 
and national dimension as the tenter of Asian American Studies," c-alling for a ‘ both ancralso” 
approach rather than a prevailing “either-or binaiy reasoning." Howexer, she cautions alK)iit 
""liorlant [political and theoreticid factors that still rationalize the preseivation of the line
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inclusion, tlieir liasic goal was to stroldi the- Itoumls oi’a racially circtnnscrilK'cl 
national c\|)cncnce within tlu' LI.S. Iiistoiy field, but not beyond it. Wbib paiti- 
cipating in doincstic racial [colitics, Asian Americanists liave also clialleiigecl tlic' 
pre\ailing Orientalism tliat earmarks their long-standing discursive e.sclnsioii 
from U.S. domestic life, a theoretical appioach that has conenrrenth reinforced 
their insistence on their distinct identip- from .Asian foreigiuns across the Pacihe. 
as well as from Asia itself."^ Ccjinmon inteipretis e modes in studies of Japanese 
Anieiican internment have further shored up such a moiu)iiation;J frame of 
thought, keeping .si-l'c'larly inejniries from aspects of the ethnic e.xpenence that 
mii;lit contradict a nariowly legalistic concern and domestic(ated) research 
agenda diat is, the \iolatioii of the Niseis citizenship rights by the U.S. govern
ment, and tl.cir nndisided lo\ alt\’ despite such, egi egioiis acts of official betrayal 
(Azinna 2005b).

The recent pcjpulaiii)' oi duesporic perspectives has not translated into sub
stantive research on transnational flimensions of Japanese American histoiy, 
either. HevoKing ehic'lly around theca'elical fjiic'.stions. or at best, specific cases 
of South Asian cliitspora or transpacific Chinese migration, existing academic dis
cussions ol Asian diiLspora rarely include an analysis ofJapane.se American experi
ences,Tind not in the least of crossroads betw'een colonialism and migration. And 
bcu*'.i4ih thc.se tendencies to nationalize the ethnic Japanese hi.stor)’ lies the 
general neglect of vernacular immigrant sources, wliich, if examined, would 
show nimieiom instances ol transnational ties and negotiations between the 
Japanese in .America and their home empire, indnding the e.xchange of e.xpansio- 
nistic ideas and .symboK, .such as Okei (Azinna 200.5a). Combined with the [rol- 
itical priorities (unbedded in ellmic studies, this methodological problem has 
contributed to a slanted orientation of Japanese American studies—one that 
defines Japanese Americans’ histoiy alnu.st e.xclnsi\el> as a U.S. national 
experienev.

Although our hi.storical understanding still tends to be stinctiired according 
to a rigidly nationalized system of knowledge and a sjwtially organized way of 
liMining, many scholars of modern Japan—and Asian studies in general—have 
made notable strides beyond such confines. Traditional focn.ses on major state 
institutions, well-known national figures, and hegemonic state ideologies have

liehiv.-,, rilHiic- and an a .studic.s. l„r tl.e latter-kdag older, lar;^er, and .non- cxstal.lislied-eia, 
tasiK c..u,|.namse, il not c-ompleUly dominate, the former. Anyslohal analysis of a diasiionc iiop,.- 
lation, linn., fnrtlier i-ontends. still needs to he 'gmimded where peojile are” (2001 2.15) that is 
a nalional and local i-onte.xt iihere diffi rent duiamies of social relations pmvail. In this sense 
ndormed Umler eros.sina.s are recs.mmende.l in.stead of siinjilv leveling and ctnnhinin.r thj 
lields. On another interesting di.sen.ssion of diseiplinaiy divisions hehveen .Asian Ame”rit-.m 
stntlies and Asian .studies, see .Sneheta Mazmndar (1U91).
Perhaps (his altitude e.splams a tendeney among many Asian Aineneanists to keep even transna

tional or diaspork studies in the hemisphnie coiile.xt of the Amerieas onlv (see Anderson and Lee 
20(l.>: llirahayaslu. Kikmnnra-Yano, and lliraliayushi 2002).
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given way to broader tliemes of society and culture, as well as more nnanced 
ti'eatments of ordinaiy women and men, who often posed alternatiw visions to 
the hounded meanings of state and nation. Und('rstandal)ly, most specialists 
rest their eyes on the discursive spaces and social practices tliat esolved within 
the physical honndaries of the; Japanese state or the ibrmal territories of the 
empire, but transnational studies of Japanese iniperialisni or evcai studies ol 
“l)ordeiiess colonialism” base also emerged in recent )'ears. While Mariko 
Asano Tamanoi’s edited volume (2005) brings Chinese, Manchn, Korean, and 
Polish view's and experiences into the c-omplex histories of Manchuria, IjOui.se 
Young sheds light on “a long-standing association of emigration with fapane.se 
expansion” (1998a, 311) to various parts of the world, whicii culminated in the 
erection of Japans total empire in northern China. Prasenjit Dnara (2003, 
179-208) delineates the broader regional context in which a “Irontier” w'as 
Ibrmed in a conte.sted borderland of Manchuria in the intenvar era. Not only 
Japanese* intellectnals and colonialists but also Chinese nationali.sts hav'e taken 
part in this ti ansborder endeavor, producing varied reprevsentations and visions 
of a national cxdlectivity and .sovereign control in acconlanee with their respectiv'e 
efforts of state building there.

Shifting attentioir from the Asian continent to tlie Pacific as a site of similar 
entanglements and contestations, John J. Stephan (1984, 1997) has examined 
the precarious relations between Japanese in Hawaii and in their homeland 
empire, as well as the involv'ement of some Nisei in Ja]ian’s war planning. 
Takashi Fujitani (2001a, 2001b, 2002, 2006) has authored pathbreaking essays 
on other aspects of Iiistorical convergence between ethnic and national histories, 
and his forthcoming book will probe the similarilies of white American racism 
and imperial Japanese racism during the Pacific War, especially relativ'e to the 
use of assimilated Nisei and c-olonized Koreans as conscripted soldiers in the 
respectiv'e empires.

As exemplified by these developments, Japanese area studies is better pre
pared to bridge the disciplinar)^ and epistemological divides behv'een Asia and 
America, which have obfuscated the ov'crlapping trajectories of Japan s coluoial 
expansion and the transpacific migrant experience in particular, and cfjapane.se 
histoi-y and Issei histoiy in general. While avoiding flattening critical differences 
between the Iwes of a racial minority in white America and the colonial master in 
imperial Japan, this essay first unveils intersections between emigration and 
colonialism in the modern Japanese experience, and briefly explains the con
struction of an expansionistic racial histoiy among the Issei after the era of 
anti-Japanese exclusion in the United States. The bulk of the essay discusses 
how imperial expansionism manipulated the stoiy of Okei and the Japanese 
migrant struggle on the American frontier, absorbed the Issei’s historical con
structions into an official domestic narrative, and finally enshrined all American 
residemts in imperial Japan’s pantheon of national heroes on the eve of the 
Pacific War.
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iM tRSKCTlONS OF EMIGR.VT10N AND COLONI.ALISM

fjit. V

The root of this conflation of the trajectories of prewar Japanese America and 
imperial japan lay first and foremost in the muddling of emigration {imin) and 
colonialism (shokiimiu) in a public “discourse on overseas development” 
{kaiaai luittenroii). Popularized after the late 1880s, the idea of overscixs develop
ment was predicated on the supposition that ordinal;)’ people would take the lead 
in Japans external expansion through emigration. A prevailing interest in mari
time trade, the Malthusian urge to disperse the “suqDlus” niral population, and 
the general mimicking of Western imperialist practices in Meiji Japan were 
woven intoAu/g«/ hatU-nron, but at its core, the discourse entailed nationalistic 
populism that attempted to involve the hitherto forsaken masses in the cmcial 
national project of empire building (Dims 1995, 295-301; Peattie 1988, 1-33; 
Young 1998a, 310-17).''

Using the idea of Japan as an “expcUisive nation” (boclid minzokii), ideologues 
of overseas development envisioned the mobilization of imperial subjects 
through a common cxpan.sionist past and future. I,ameiiting that they had sup
pressed the calling of their “expansii’e blood” under the seclusion policy of the 
Tokaigawa regime, these ideologues tyjaically dwelled on a scheme of dialectical 
racial stniggle, in which the conflicts between the “Aiy'an race” and the “Mongo
lian race” had determined the course of world histoiy in tlie entire span of human 
histoiy. In the language of social Darwinism, some early expansionists compared 
the ongoing conquest of the uncisnlized by the West to the Mongol domination of 
Eurasia during the thirteenth centuiy, predicting that the coming era would see 
another rise of the Mongolian race in the world under Japanese initiative. While 
advocating popular emigration for overseas colonization in the neighboring 
regions, this line of tliought also formed a powerful support for the 1894 war 
against China, as Japan, the awakened “leader of the Asiatic,” was destined to 
set a new tone for world liistoi-)’ by ov'ercoming the remnants of the old, rep
resented by the Chinese (Genkakusei 1896; Nagasawa 1894, 11-16, 38-39).'’

■'lami.sc Younj' (1998a, .311) is one of the few scholars wliolais explicitly comnienteil on "a long-stand
ing association of eniigiation with Japanese expansion." She tiaces the origin of this connection to the 
ISTOs, when the central gos eminent Iregan an effort to “colonize” the northern island of Hokkaido 
with displaced ex-sainurai and fanners, wlio hnilt agricultural .settlements while pushing indigenous 
Ainn people out of their .seltlenients. Furthermore, Young astutely shows how this emigration move
ment “expanded its puixiew to f;u"get the European settlement societies of the Americas and the 
Pacific" (Young 199Sa, 312).

■’In the late nineti'cnth centui-); man)’ writers affiliatcil with the Seik)’osha, such as Nagasaw'a, made 
comparahle arguments in the societv's organs—Kihonjiu and AJiijn. The organ of the Coloni’/ation 
.Societ)’. Shokiiinin Kijokai liokoku, was also a rich rejx)sitor\- of early e.xpansionist ideas, l^ter in 
Novemlrer 1910, the [Krpular nuiga/ine Ttiiijo (vol. 16, no. 15) issued a special volume on “tlie 
expansion of the Japanese nation,” in which well-known statesmen, bureaucrats, and intellectuals 
discussed in the same hreath the accomplishments and promises of overseas development in 
Asia, the .Americas, and the Pacific. Tsnmmi Yusnke (19T5) reveals liow the idea remained integral 
to Japanese imperialism of the 19.30s.

m
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Hence, from the outset, the politics of emigi-alion-Ied colonialism was deeply 
intertwined with the formal militaiy ventures of Japanese imperialism.

Consisting of young intellectuals, a political society called the Seilw'osha 
pla)'ed a key role in adv'anciiig emigration-led cf)lonialism at its formative stage 
between 1888 and 1894. .\fter the .sw'ceping Westernization of the previous 
decade, the 1880s ushered in nativist backlashes, giving birth to a number of 
so-called Japanist groups. In the middle of these political shifts, a fierce debate 
ov'er diplomacy broke out, inducing the nationalists to launch an attack on the 
conciliatory attitude of the central government tow'ard the West. Originally 
imposed on Japan during the Tokugaw'a regime, the unequal treaties, which 
the Meiji goveinment subsequently inherited, accorded e.xtraten itoriality to 
foreign residents and placed Japanese tariffs under international control. Until 
1911, the revision of these treaties remai)ied a top priority for Japanese diplo
macy. In 1886, Tol<y-’0 first entered into negotiations with the West for the abol
ition of e.vtraterritoriality with a proposal that Japan accept a mixed court 
including foreign judges for criminal trials of Europeans and Americans. Once 
news of this compromise leaked out to the public, the government found itself 
in a storm of criticism. Among the most vocal critics were members of the Sei- 
kyosha, who went on to form a fluid group of bellicose “hard-liners” {taijiciikd) 
in alliance with other antigovemment proponents and anti-West chauvinists 
(Nakasone 1993, 101-45; Pyle 1969, 99-117; Sato 1998, 11-38).

The hard-liners had a different answer to the problem of unequal treaties. 
Instead of conciliatif)n, thev asserted, Japan must expand externally Iw ac([uiring 
formal and informal territories, so that the West would take the nation seriously 
as a legitimate player in international power politics. For the first time, these 
nationalists presented a vision of “overseas development” as an alternative 
course for diplomacy and national empow'erment. Instead of simph' creating 
the infrastructure of imperial rule within Japan proper, they argued that the 
countiy' should embark on a project of real empire building tbrough mass emigra
tion, international trade, and, if necessary, proactive militaiy deployment. 
Because the emigration of naral people to Haw^aii and the American West had 
just begun in the mid-1880s, nationalists willingly mistook the popular practice 
of temporaiy woi-k abroad (dekasegi) for the first instance of Japanese colonialist 
e.xpansion in the modern era. Founded by the hard-liners in 1893, the Coloniza
tion Society {Shohimin kijdkai) reified such conceptual confusions bec-aiise its 
members equated state-supported colonialist ventures in Asia and the Pacific 
with mass labor migration to the Americas (Shohimin Kijdkoi hokokii 1893, 
102-18). \Vhile calling'for an imperialist w'ar, such pundits expressed a desire 
to see more and more subjects of their “expansive nation” migrating abroad for 
the “conquest of frontiers” and the building of “new' Japans” beyond Japanese 
sliores (Azuma 2000, 39-40).

Depending on the directions and methods, there w'ere three t)pes of em'ly 
exjiai'isionist schemes, 'W'hich conflated, rather than distinguished, the concepts
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of iwin ai^d shokwnm. The first—that is, continental exixnisionisin—nhnx>red a 
inourjling interest in Korea and Manchuria as a theater of Japanese ectMioniic and 
inilita.'i)' activities. In light of tlie Russian tlireat, security concerns had smoldered 
ani( mg leading circles of Japan since Siiigo Takamori’s 1873 plan to invade Korea, 
but advocates of continental expansion became a formidable political force only in 
the context of' deteriorating relations with China and Russia behveen 1S90 and 
1904. Core members of the Seikyosha w'ere instnnuenti.tl in organizing the Oriental 
Socu'ty (To/io kipkai) in 1891 ,w'hich provided an important foimn for the-discussion 
cf Japan s colonial destinies in northeastern Asia on the ev'e of the first Sino-Japanese 
War. SeconiV advocates of soutlwaixl expansion combined a romantic notion of 
adventure with a naked imperiiJistic urge to expand into the southwestern Pacific 
(Niui’yci for trade and settlement; . A harbinger of'J^anese naval operations 
during t'o!“ First World War, this cm rent of thought tended to look to Micronesia 
and its vicinity as a chief destination for entrepreneurs and labor emigrants (Naka- 
sone 1993, 207-11; Peattie 1988, 1-30; Pyle 1969, 156-60).

Meanvvhik;, supjxirters of a transpacific movement envisaged what historian 
Akira liiye calls “peaceful expansionism” through the transpkuitation of ordinaiy 
Japanese to the Western Hemisphere. Without reso.rting to militaiy force, tliey the
orized, the superior quali ties of the exj^vairsiv'e nation would allow Japanese emigrants 
to compete successfully with other races in economic endeavors, especially agricul
ture, on the frontiers of the New World. With the largest Japanese population 
abroad, albeit mostly of a working-class background, on pai- with Korea and 
Manciu ria, North America and Hawaii (and later Brcizil) w'ere seen rs prefevible 
sites for oveiseas Japanese expansion by the turn of the twentieth century, insofar 
as they served fapa;interests as overseas “centers of economic and social activities 
closely linked to the iriodver countiy” (Iriye 1971, 131). Binning demarcations 
between lalxir migration and colonization therefore induced many Japanese to 
gloss over cmcial differences between , the lives of colonizers under the protection 
of Japans military might and those of indigent migrants in another scwereign 
countiy througli tlie encompassing language of “overseas development.”

Educated Japanese—both domestic and abroad—consequently had the ten
dency to view all foreign settlements of their countiymen and women as aspects 
of national expansion. Japanese emigrant leaders in the United States were no 
exception, and they, too, were strongly influenced by transpacific exqoansionism 
(Azuma 2000, 40^7). Dissociating themselves from the rest of the population 
wiio came as temporaiy dakasegi workers, many Issei intellectuals and elite busi
nessmen identified themselv'es as colonial settlers, and strove to present their 
experiences of “triumphs and tribulations” in the American context according 
to the doctrine of peaceful expansionism. How'ever, not until the 1930s did 
they fmallv' hav'e an organized historical discourse that fused their American 
e.xpericnccs into a .s)nthesized record of ov'erseas national development, for 
neither Japanese America nor imperial Japan was compelled to produce a sys
tematic narrative before that decade.
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Issi;i His'i'orv Making

Expansionist liistoiy inakintt was a reciprocal process, and dramatic (or tran- 
ina(ic) cliangi'S in Japanese innnigrant societv in tlie United Stales helped spur 
that process first among the Ic'ading Issei. In the early 1920s, when discriminaloiy 
American laws took their agricnitnral and immigration rights away on the basis of 
their status as “aliens inc'ligilile to citi/emship,'' japani'se immigrants were collec
tively faced ^vith a prodigious crisis that appeared to threatem the snn is al of their 
econoni)' and connmmit)'. Institutionalized American racism against the Jssei 
generation, many felt, expedited the coming of a second-generation era, wherc'in 
the Niseis “superior” racial traits, coupknl with their birthright of U.S. citizen
ship, woiikl soon enable them to deleal while racism and further enlarge y\mcr- 
ica’s “new Japan.” In this context, some immigrant intellectuals look on a 
tc'leological projeet of summing np the jiassing (irst-gem'ration era for future res
urrection, chronicling their records of collectixe struggle and racial persecution 
as a contj'ived stow of oxersc'as Japanese development—the nation’s progress 
on American .soil that was temporarily arrested by white racism. Signilicantly, 
in that narrative, Issei writers not only juxtaposed tlii'ir trajectoiy with the dispa
rate footsti'ps of other Japaiuxse emigrants and colonialists elsewhere, but also 
they asserted their doubly pioneering roles in the expansion of Japan’s national 
iuniience in the United States, as well as in an American epic of frontier conquest 
(Aznma 2003, 1401-13).

Incoiporating elements of Japan’s peaceful expansionism and the U.S. fron
tier di.sconr.se, [apanese immigrant histoiy was thus fundamentally transnational, 
directed to the audiences of botli countries. Avoiding choosing one over the 
other, Issei writers attempted to cawe out a legitimate place in the histories of 
their native and adopted c(.)untries, and the emergent narratix'e of progress 
usually combined two-pronged arguments, which ma)' well have appeared con- 
tradictoiy to the mitionalized eyes of each domestic public. On the one hand 
a t)pical example read.

W’e have been here for some 60 years. Exer since the beginning of 
modern Japan, no otlier group of Japanese spent as long as 60 years in 
a foreign land. We are indeed the first ones. Our history' is not quite 
the same as our homeland’s, but it is still part of it. Our historx' constitutes 
the first page of the histoiy' of Japanese expansion. {Rafii Shiiupd, 
October 16, 1935)

On the other.

We, the Japanese in America, all crossed the Pacific [and] entered the 
half-nntonched uilderness of North America with such heroic determi
nation. Unfamiliar wth the language and customs, we still managed to 
build today’s foundations with many tears and much .sweat__ We all
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have done our best for our owai Ih es and tliis society itlie Ifnited States)....
No one can deny that we liaxe performed distinguisiied sei^ice for tlie
advancement of Noitli America (Nakagawa 1932, 2}.

Predicated upon the theme of double national eontributioms, the histoiy of 
the Issei “pioneers” unfolded with an emphasis on their remaikable ascent in 
American agriculture and theii- fight against \A'estem racism, using terms 
similar to Japans contestation with the Euro-American powders in international 
politics. Immigrant intellectuals adopted this i^wtorical strateg)' to argue for 
.socioeconomic parity with w'hite Americans and cultural compatibilities 
between tlie tw'o races because of their recent exclusion. Thus, in order for the 
Japanese in America to (re)elevate their status in American society, a redefinition 
(»f racial irieaning wus necessaiy, and their homeland offeied perfect material 
s^ippoit fi>r it. In seeking acceptance into white America on an equal basis, 
Issei ^yriti'1[■s delibei-ately likened their preexclusion achievements as American 
frontiersmen to the current rise of the Japanese empire as a w'orld power. Not 
only had the l.ssei tamed much of the forsaken western land, the immigrant 
historians reasoned, tliey had “always kept their farms green and supplied 
produc-e of higher qmlity” osving to their “superiority in [farming] skills” and 
outstanding racial fortes—the ones that also made it possible for Japan to 
compete so effectively with tbe West (Zaibei Nihonjinkai 1940, 157). Such 
historical inventions were also predicated on the view that their community 
was a partner with Japan in a struggle against wlti^e racism, local and global, 
and this contention w'as canonized in Zfiihei Nihonjinshi (History' of the Japanese 
in America), namely, that the Issei had preceded all other groups of Japanese, 
including those in the homeland, in confronting the challenges posed by 
Anglo-Saxons (Azuma 2003, 1412-13; Zaibei Nihonjinkai 1940, 1--1).

Integral to these formulations was the simplification of the Japanese immi
grant identity, whereby the contrasting images of settler-colonizers and dekasegi 
migrant laborers were reconciled in favor of the former'. The majority of the Japa
nese in Amerrf'a mitially had come to work on Hawaiian .sugar plantations and 
weslei'ii fai'inlands betw'een 1885 and 1924, whereas smaller number's of edu
cated individuals and student immigrants had irrdeed arrived in search of a 
new' Japan orr Arnericarr soil. That the rutrnerical minority could domirrate 

the process of identity formation in particular, and of history making in 
general, had to do with the access they enjoyed to community leader'.ship, finan
cial resom-ces, and the ethnic print media. With the backing of propertied 
farming and business classes, Issei writer's projected an undiffer'entiated image 
of naticmalist colonists uporr their group identity. While these self-proclaimed 
imirrigrant “frontiersmen” denranded inclusion into America through calculated 
historical constr'uctions that counter'ed the e.xclusionist accusation that they w'ere 
an unassimilable laboring horde, the writer's and their supporters also hoped to 
altir-e themselves iir more hoitorable clothirrg with the goal of debimking the
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prexaleiit japaiu'si: stereotype that Aiiu'riean residents were an ■‘ahamlonecl 
p('opIe” {khniii), that is, a “worthlc's.s" lot of “nnenitnred’’ dckasc^i lielcl liands 
(Aznina2003, 1408-09, 1412-17).

Compiled in 1940 by a committee of immigrant writers and community 
leaders in San Francisco, 7/iihci Nilioiijiitslii characterized the Issei as “imperial 
snhjccts.. .wnth the determination to enrich the countiy and strengthen the mili- 
taiy. ’ Indignant with Russia and other European jiow’C'rs foi" their domiii(*ering 
attitudes that had led to the Triple Intemaition following the Sino-|apanese 
NV7ir of 1894-95, this canonical Lssci histoiy argued that thousands of “young 
fapanese [had] pushed their way to the gold-filled United States, where they 
could tap into the wx'alth of no parallel in the world" for tlu' hcmelit of the 
resource-deprived homeland (Zaihei Nihonjinkai 1940, 77). According to th(' 
immigrant ojthodo.xy, then, no dckasc^^i laborers had come to the United 
Slates. The Japanese in America were all patriotic trailblazcrs in pursuit not of 
trivial personal gains Init of national interests, and “only with such a sense of 
mission could w^e build todays Japanese community and attained the present 
level of development” (Zaihei Nihonjinkai 1940, 77). This invented identity of 
Issei settler-colonialists prosed to sene a pisotal agenda for imperial Japan 
during the 1930s, as it inflated the value' of permanent colonial settlement ovr;r 
a more common historical practice of temporaiy w'ork abroad. Brushing aside 
earlier connotations of shiftle.ssness and selfishness, immigrant histon' redefined 
the w’ord iiniii to bring it in line with the inrtion of te/cu.s/i/, or colonial fighter— 
the of()eial de.signation Tokwo ga\ e to agricultural emigrants to Mancliuria in that 
decade.*’

Buoyed by the di.scourse on os’erseas development, histoiy making allmved 
Japanese residents in the United States to claim legitimacy in terms of Japan’s 
imperialistic imagination, es'en though their pmpose was to win re.spect from 
their homeland, not necessarily to collaborate in state-sponsored expansionist 
aggression in Asia. Because peaceful expansionism had permeated both Japanese 
America and imperial Japan, the particular historical \isions Issei writers pre
sented did not ring hollow in the ears of the Japanese public. Not until the 
mid-1930s, howex’er, did Japan proactiveh' seek to co-opt Issei experiences and 
confer on the emigrants a recognizable place in the annals ol national e.xpansion. 
Prior to this time, Japan had no consistent position on m erseas dex elopment, and 
as noted earlier, various factions of elites had ad\ anccd quite different ripes of 
e.xpansion ism. Yet the militaiy seizure of Manchuria in 1931 prompted Tokyo 
to consolidate its resources to develop the so-called Mongol-Manchurian lifeline

‘’At the Imperial Diet, the colonial niini.ster .stalfnl that his of’tice had employed the term takiishi 
hecanse Japanese settler-eolonialists in Manchuria should not he eonfused with earlicn- hiiin—dekaw^i 
labor emigrants—to the .Americas. He noti'd the difficnltv the government had (need in reerniting 
new emigrants to .Manehnria, for maiw people refused to join the ranks of low-elass r/eU/vegi 
laborers. The Colonial Ministiy also had to respond to repeated requests from the residents in 
Marrehnria, wlio disliked being called iiiiiii (st'v Teikoku Gikai 19'39, 33<S-.'39).
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for the Japanese 6(;ipire. Aflojited in 1936, the twenty-yeivt plan to st nd oje 
million Japanese h\\seholds (five million people) to the region marked tiie 
first systematic in^■ol\,nent b)' tln^ state in emigration and colonizat.on \0um5 
1998a, 307). With Miyiclmrian development a national ixdicy of the Inghest 
importance, the priorVxperiences of Japanese abroad suddenl) became a 
matter of concern for ofLals and opinion makers in Japan. In order to convmce 
the consen'ative agricultuM] population to gh'e up the comfort of their natise W 
lages for new opportunities)!! the Manchurian frontier, imperial J.ipan nct c e( a 
s\ntliesis of national emigration histon’ that would deinonstiate that building a 
new Japan was not onh’ a histdrical mandate lor the nation but also as honoia!. 
an act for an iuipei-ial subject as dying foi' the emperor in w'ar. it was in this 
context that Issei histoiy finally attracted close attention from Japanese intellei..'- 

tiials and the print media.

■V.

Orthodoxy M.A.KING in Imperial Japan

In his Hdjin Kaigni Hattenshi (History^ of Overseas Japanese Development, 
oi-iginally jiuhlished in 1936), Iriye Toraji first systematically appropriated the 
Issei’s transnational narrative for the goal of imperial expansion by purging a 
key theme of the American pioneer stoiy. A Foreign Ministry' employee, Inye 
was an ardent advocate of peaceful expansionism, haring hoped to compile a 
compreliensive record of Japanese emigration and overseas colonization since 
the Meiji Restoration. Drawing on diplomatic papers, emigration company docu
ments, and a wide nmge of seeondaiy sources, his 1,100-page volume presented 
the subject as a serifuis academic #udy. While it might have turned away the 
ordimuy reading p.iblic, liayes scholastic narrative had a tremendous impact 
on the shaping of historical knowledge of emigration in Japan. Repiinted in 
19.38 and again in 1942, the book became canonized as an official^ publication 
of the Society for the Study of the Emigration Problem, an affiliate to tbe 
Foreign Miiiistiy, which looked to “disseminate information on the conditions 
of overseas Japane.se development” in conjunction with the official Manchurian 
enteiprise (IMK 1938, 1-2). As such, Iriye’s Histanj not only set the manner 
ill which the hi.storical epic of national expansion was subsequently inteipreted 
and narrated, but also it defined the meaning of the Issei past for an educated 

audience of the empire.
Divided into two parts, the volume grouped diveigent flows of emigration 

into a single trajectoiy of ov'erseas Japanese development; it detailed the varied 
but unified experiences of residents in Hawaii, the United States, Micronesia 
and other Pacific islands. Southeast Asia, Mexico, Canada, Peru, Australia, the 
Philippines, Brazil, and Manchuria in chronological order between 1868 am 
1936. Iriye explained how Japan had reached the point at which the Japanese 
government, after many years of neglect and failure, had finally come tc
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i(s seiiM.-s In c-nil>rncv Ma.iclmnan eoloui/alioii as a national project, l-’illed witli 
storic's ol'"tiil)nlation," indnding the Isst'i's stnioirles in the United States, Iriw's 
narrative sngeested hy contrast a hetter Intnre for emigrants to .Manelun ia in the 
l)ost-UJ.'36 (>ra. His optimism, aeeeiilnated by u;loom\- anecdote's of the pa.st, 
liinged on one erneial diCrerenee between tlie t'raill)la/,ers of ener.seas dewlop- 
nu'.it and the cuiTent “eolonial fighters.” Uniikc' the hs.sei, the |•e,sidents in Man- 
chm-ia could expc'ct (nil support Crom Japans Colonial Ministrv and lise 
eomCortably under the protection of its might)- imjx'rial forces. I.eaniing from 
Iheir mistak-es, Irbe snrmi.sed, the japane.se of (he I9.3(),s we-re fully eo<Jiiizan( 
of their expansionist heritage, us well as (heir eolonial destinv, whidi now 
looked brighter than ever (Irisc 1942).

Os erall, Iriye faithfully adopted key a.six'et.s of the f.s.seis historical constrnc- 
liens. that is. their pnqxirted patriotism and status as pioneers of modern fa])a- 
la-.se c'xpansionism. Ne\-erth('le.ss, the position that tliejapane.se in America lu'ld 
m his book was ver\- spc'cific; s ietims of Aiiglo-Savon racism and an inept govern
ment at home. Fiftoen of its fifty-fivi' chapters detailed the doings of Japanese 
losidents in Hawaii and the eontinental United States, and then- fight against 
svhite oppression was a particular focus of (he s'olnme, which suggested to 
readers that the lives of Japane.se in America revolved mostly aroniKrinterradal 
struggle (Iriye 1942, 1:7.5-82, .304-17, 4.50-57, 490-511; 2; 162-78, 257-74. ,31.3- 
o2, 512-16, 522). Combined with similar stories of racial injn.stiee and e.xdnsion- 
arv politics in Australia and Canada, Inye expressly elucidated the heroism of the 
emigrants, who stood up single-hanciedly to Anglo-,Siixon racism despite no 
support from the homelaml. While reiterating the Is.seis argiiments in most 
parts, the author also inserted a new interpretation tliat American racism 
di l ived from bites' ‘ fear of Japaiie.se .superiority.' By re.sorting to di.scriminatoiy 
legislation, Iiiv’e wrote, white Americans ironically ‘ have confessed their defeat” 
as a race. Although the I.s,seis development in Anierica fell victim to institutioiia- 
li-/ed practices of e.xelnsion, they still proved themselves to be “victors of racial 
competition, becau.se, after all, white Americans could not compete with them 
fair and square” (Iriye 1942, 2:326-27).

llie moral of Issei liistorv—as rendered In’ I j ive—was clear. Now, with the 
awakening of the home government and the full support of imperial armed 
forces, emigrant-colonizers bound for Manchuria would be able to exploit their 
racial superiority to the fullest. Iriye saw in the Is.seis past a historical cnstal 
ball that revi'aled Japan’s bright colonial future. But at the same time, the incor
poration of the Japanese in America into the chronicle of national e.xpansion rele
gated them to a ruptured past, against which the redeemed present w’as 
ipiireciated as something qualitativefe different. Indeed, this is whv Irive’s meta- 
larrative conelnded the discussion of the Issei’s experience witli the subhead 
■Gravestone of the \3ctors”—as if thev had altogether disappeared from 
)istoiy by the mid-1920s after the unfortunate conclusion of interracial struwrle 
Irive J942. 2:326-27). In the end, the record of the Japane.se in AmerW
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rlu'toricall) justilVxl why Tokyo inusl pioactively intenciic aod lake the k a< 
tl,e projeet of oterseas development, while eo.icoin.tantly mule,scona„ the 

imimilabilitv of Japanese siiperiorit)' that the passage of time or < i ereiice in ns 
torical dreiimstances could not effaee. This paltenr of incoqroriitioii eharacter- 
ized the Issei's standing in other espansionist narratives that eame on n 
imperial Japan in the ensuing years (Kltcnehi 1940i MaWshlma 1937; Shilrata

1941).

Oki:i: At the Crossroaos of Agricultural Emigr-ATion and 

Manchurian Colonization

Ir taude.n uitl. lri>es orthodoxy making. Okei was put on a histoncal ped
estal duiing die mirl-1930s. Just as Issei Ihstoiy became significant a.s a monu
ment to iliumiiiate tlie tiiuinpli of Japanese blood in the interracia stmgge, 
her legend lix'ed on as a threshold of national e.xpansion through a mode.st tomb
stone in a desolate field in Gold Hill. California. A seventeen-year-old nanny. 
Okei wa.s among a .small group of Japanese emigrants, led by a German merchant 
named John Hcniy Schnell. who crossed the Pacific in 1869 to grow tea and silk- 
xvorms in a “new Japan” on the American frontier. This endeavor nevertheless 
failed within a year due to financial problems, which led to a quick dispersal o 
its uv. —hciTr. While the Schnells and some emigrants returned to Japan, others 
slascd near the remnants of the California colony. Okei lived with a sympathetic 
white famil). but she hitally contracted malaria and died at the age of nineteen. 
A few decades later, another colony member built a modest grave in her inemoiy. 
No Issei cared for it until the end of the 1920s. when her tombstone became sud
denly ineinoiialized in the Japanese immigrant connnniiit)' (Kawamura 1930,11-20,

161-82; Zaibei Nihonjiiikai 1940. 19-29).
No sooner had Issei ethnic histoiy laid claim to Okei as its starting point than 

did their native land declare its proprietaiy rights to the female legend. The sym- 
chronous process ol'histoiy making exemplified how the ethnic and national his
tories informed each other. In the United States, immigrant writers used O ei to 
transcend the recorded presence of Japanese prostitutes that they saw as a dis
honorable past, by defining her as “the first Issei woman” who poq^ortedly 
died a virgin, the immigrant nuuster narrative did not connect Okei with the 
•\\-omeii of disgraceful profession” who had congregated at Chinatoisms. mining 
towns and railroad constniction sites in the American West during the 1880s 
and the 1890s. Instead, Okei—pure and dedicated—was rendered the authentic 
precursor of contemporaiy Issei wiMnen, many of whom came as picture bndes 
to build immigrant households in Californias new Japan between 1908 and 1920 
(Azuma 2003, 1418). This cleansing of historical female identity went hand in 
hand with the invention of Issei patriotism, w'hich obfuscated the migiatoiy 
labor heritage of most Japanese immigrant men. Combined, Issei history'
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inakiiifr discursively transformed the Japanese in Amerii a into worthy meinhers 
of the expansile nation of japan, as well as moral American frontiersmen and 

women.
Wheri'as Japanese in America authenticated their dual national heritage' 

through the deilieation of Okei, imperial Japanese found her stoiy desirable 
for different reitsons. vSince the ]y2()s, bits and pieces of her stoiy bad been intro
duced to Japan, but it was the nou'list and literaiy .scholar Kimura Takeshi who 
plaied a central role in hijacking the Okei legend and putting it to use on behalf 
of the program ofJapane.se colonial expansionism. In Jannaiy 1932. the writer 
Inst published a report of his visit to Caild Hill in a popular Tokyo magazine. 
While intemewing area residents about the female pioneer, Kimura was saitl 
to have stated that “the braveiy of the bi'antiful Japanese' Girl, Okei, first 
woman of her race to venture to California in 1870 [.S7(;l" inspir'd him so 
much that he was dc'termined to seek more information on her for a new book 
project (Kimura 1932, 33; Sdcwiiirnto Bcc 1931). Three years later, the author 
pulilished a novel, in which Okei was metamorpho.sed into a “forerunner” not 
simply ofJapane.se emigration to the Uniteel States but of “Japanese imperialism” 
(Kimura 1935. 1).

Entitled Meiji Kensetsu (Building Meiji [Japan]), the 1935 publication 
offered a mixture of historical fabrication and ideological indoctrination under 
the fayade of romance and adventure. Set in Tok)o, Aizu, and Yokohama 
during the civil war of 1S6S-69, the stoiy revolved around three protagonists: 
Fukuziiwa Yukichi, Shijimi lieikuro, and Okei. In the Insl scene, Fukuzavva, 
Japans foremost W'esternizer, appeared as the founder of Keio academy, 
where he vviis educating future leaders of Meiji Japan, including Shijimi, 
a fietive figure. M'hile Fukuzavva epitomized the symliol of Japan’s shift from 
feudalism to modernit)', his nineteen-vear-old disciple was depicted as a genius 
in English studies and a devoted nationalist—a quintessential leader of the 
first generation of modern Japan. In May 1S6S, the imperial forces cheshed 
with pro-Tokugavva fighters inside Tokvo, vv’hieh resulted in a significant victoiy 
for tlie new government. In the midst of warfare and turmoil, Fukuzavv a contin
ued to teach a normal course, admonishing his agitated students to concentrate 
on “learning for a new Japan” (Kimura 1935, 72). Yet Shijimi sneaked out to vol
unteer for the imperial forces because he believed destroving Tok-ugavva feutlal- 
ism vviis necessaiy in order to “unify the nation as one” and “build a new Japan 
based on it” (Kimura 1935, 61-62).

The second scene moved to Aizu, where the imperial forces had their final 
confrontation with the retreating feudal factions in the summer of 1868. 
Shijimi was injured in this battle, but a local merchant took him in, leaving 
him in the care of a maid named Okei. Temporarilv blinded by shell frag
ments, Shijimi was not able to see Okei, though he developed strong affec
tions for her. Okei turned mit to be an assassin from the pro-Tokugavva 
Aizu domain, but she, too, yielded to her feelings toward the voung enemy
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(Kiimira 1935, 158). TIkmc romance was nonetheless short-lived, for Okei dis
appeared when Shijiini had his eyesight restored. After unsuccessfully search
ing for Okei in the town of Aizu Wakamatsu, Shijiini found himself in the port 
of Yokohama, where the dejected man subsequently eked out a living as a 
translator for foreign merchants. One evening, Shijimi saved a young 
woman from local gangsters; this woman was a live-in nanny at the Schnells. 
At first, Shijimi could not recognize her, hut he soon realized it was Okei 
when he was invited to visit the Schnell residence. The young woman confided 
to him that she was about to leave for California with the other emigrants. On 
the following day, despite their wishes to stay together, the two reluctantly 
parted; Okei to America, and Shimeji to Tok)'o. While Okei tragically died a 
few years later across the Pacific, Shijimi resumed his. studies and in 1873 
devoted himself to organizing the Meirokusha, Japan’s first society of Wester
nized scholars, including Fukuzawa, which disseminated Enlightenment ideas 
in the nascent modern nation-state. As the editor of Meiroku Zasshi, the 
society’s organ, Shijimi spearheaded the creation of a forum for free and civi
lized public di.scussions—an institution that had not existed in the feudal era. 
The novel concluded with Fukuzaw'a commenting that whereas the sword that 
Shijimi carried into the Aizu battle had left no mark on histor)'^, his pen was 
affecting tlie world moi'e greatlv than was the Meiji gov'ernment (Kimura 
1935, 346-47).

Key ideological messages, as far trs ’‘imperialism” was concerned, can be 
found in a conversation between Shijimi and Okei in Yokohama. First, Kimura 
tacitly affirmed Japan’s current policy in Manchuria through the words of the 
female Japanese trailhlazer in America. In the novel, Shijimi maiveled when 
Okei told him that sh(5 was on her way to the United States to “establish a Japa
nese village” on its frontier. “This young woman is heading for America!” he mut
tered, for “even 1, a student of western studies, have never dared to think of such 
a thing” (Kimura 1935, 213). He, liowever, cautioned Okei about the seemingly 
unrealistic nature of her undertaking, pointing out that no remnants of Japanese 
settlements were now detectable in Southeast Asia, where many emigrants were 
said to have moved before the seclusion policy of tlie Tokugawa regime. Okei’s 
reply flabbergasted Shijimi; “That’s because our ancestors did not take hoes 
with them.” Some, according to her, “took swords and conquered foreign 
places,” and others “took abacuses in pursuit of profits only” (Kimura 1935, 
220-23). Okei continued,

No way could they sink roots by such means. With hoes, they should hav^e 
cultivated the land, developed rice fields, and grown vegetable.s—in 
other w'ords—they should have engaged in agriculture. Then, I think 
the Japanese villages in Southeast Asia could hav'e remtuned prosperous 
even today.... And farming takes more than male labor. Perhaps, warfaie 
and commerce would only need men, but fanning requires women to 
raise families. A Japanese settlement w'ould tlniv^e only if men farm

L i
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to sink roots in the land and women [nodnee deseenda?its for tlic'in 
(Kimlira 1935, 223-24)

In liglit of japan s Manelnirian poIie\ tliat was nndi-r way at the time Kimiira 
aiitlioted this tieatise, Okeis idea ol lamily-hased a^rienltural eoloni/.ation w;ls 
full of ramilieations. From the esample of Okei, readers wei(> led to believe 
that the expansion of modern Japan had sinee the seix' l)e<rinning taken the 
enrrent form sanctioned by the militarist government. Fnknxrawas dismissal of 
the sword as an agent of change also hears a close parallc-l to Okeis prc'fer- 
enec^s for a hoe over a sword as a means for overseas devel(»[)ment. 
Through this agrarianist foens, Kimnras narrative implieitiv likeiu'd peaceful 
expansionism in America, exemplilied by the (irst W'akamatsn eolony, to the 
state-sponsored colonialist entc'rprise in Manelmria of the 1930s. The- theme 
of the I.s.seis agrienitnral sneee.ss, which occupied a central jilace in their 
ethnic histoiy, eorrohorated neatly with this proeexss. shaping and rcMiiforeing 
a popular helicT in the inseparable lies betvvc-en land and raec‘, bc-hvc'eii 
fanning and national e.xpansion.' Previously, tes historian Louis Young argne-s, 
“ahno.st no one considered Japancsse agrienitnral migration an indispensable 
pillar of empire" (1998a, 310).^ Yet the appropriation and distortion of the Japa- 
ne.se immigrant legend enabled Kimura and other icIcHilognc’s to inv ent an agrar
ian tradition in Japanese imperialism and to assert the' anthentieitv of the' family 
farm settlement over other ways of colonization on the* grounds of the Issc*i 
experience in America.

By linking the American agricultural development of yesteiy ear to the Man
churian colonial entei pn.se of today, Okei s inclination toward cloinesticit)' played 
an especially iinpoi-tant role. Before Tokx o adopted the 1936 guidc'lines for .Man
churian cxilonization, Japan mainly shipped men of re.sene militaiy status as 
armed emigrant-settlers due to the general disorder of newly occupied terri- 
t(.)ries. Still, in order to encourage family-ba.sed colonization, government and 
militaiy authorities tackled the question of coupling the.se men with .so-called 
continental brick's (faiiihi iu> htnunjamc). After the departure of the first thirt)' 
such women for Manelmria in 1934, a stead)' stream of emigrant wives ensued 
to laise families and produce descendants” in Japanese agricultural settle
ments there. Imperial colonialism of the 1930s valorized the role of w omen pre
cisely for the reasons Kimura outlined in terms of Okei s gendered utterances. In 
tandem with his novel, indeed, various outlets of the ma.ss media—news rei>orts, - -

■.According to many I.ssei who visited Japan in the IttlOs. people tended to assume tliat thev were 
cxinnected to agricnitnre simply because they lived in .America. One immigrant writer who was 
intemewed by a Tokyo newspaix-r noted his embarrassment when he snlisecjiientlv loimd that it 
identilii'd him as an “agricnitund tvexm" from California. Though he protested the error, the newv 
paperman told him that no one w ould read the article unless it was about a successful I.ssei farmer 
That .stereotype was most likely a bv -produc t of the I.ssei s own histo.y making (see Vnsa 194(1, ,522).
On the agncnltural aspec t of .Manchurian eoloniziition and the ideologiz.inu of its imiHH-tance

also Sandra Wilson (I995I and Young (19t),Sb). see
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nctions, mo\ies, and popular songs—glorified “continental brides” in a similar 
manner during the latter half of the decade (Aiha et al. 1996; Jin’no 1992). 
Together, the)’ sliaped a public opinion that normalized female emigration 
despite the eontraiy historical realities of masculinized working-class Japanese 

diasporas in the past.
While effacing the gender bias in emigration histoiy, Building Mciji under

scored the patriotic nature of Okeis emigration-led colonization, and hence of 
all Issei trailblazers and Manchurian emigrants as her followers. In the novel, 
Kimura emphasized Shijimis dedication to Mciji Japan time and rime again, 
and the young nationalists approval of Okei testified to how much her dream 
of building a new Japan in America was to be revered as an act of patriotism 
as well. And that neither protagonist attempted to abort the colonialist endeavor 
f(jr their romantic intei ests and personal happiness made clear what should be a 
priorit)' to citizen-subjects of the expanding empire.® Along the same line, the 
title of the novel inflated the meanings of emigration to America in the past 
and of that to Manchuria in the present. Whereas Shijimi helped to establish 
the UKKlei n press and a space for public discourse in the new civil society of 
Mciji, Okei laid the foundation for o\ erseas Japanese dc\'elopment. The\' were 
both “builders” of modern Japan. bi>t in the context of ongoi)ig Manchurian colo
nization, Okeis deed was more relevant—and hence more important—to the 
contemporar)' agenda of the empire than Shijimis contribution to the early 

stage of domestic modernization.
1’he.se messages undenvent another ideological transformation with the pro

duction of a popular mo\ie based on Kimuras novel in July 1940. A major pres
entation of the Ibho Cinema featuring top celebrities of the time. The Flower in 
the Stonn {Amshi ni saku luma) made notable changes to the identities of Okei 
and Shijimi. In the film, the former was of a prominent Aizu agriculturalist- 
samurai family, not of more humble origin, as commonly assumed. In the 
place of her aging I'athei’ and soldier hratl’ier, Okei guided agitated peasant- 
serviuits fur the defense of her family farms—and agriculture that .she called 
“the foundation of nation”—from the devastation of the war. After her family 
members were killed and her servants dispersed, Okei and Shijimi encountered 
one another and parted in the same way that Kimuras novel described, hut one 
notable difference in the film was that the dejected man subsequently partici
pated in a gang of smugglers in \'okohama. Instead of a mere nanny, the movie 
made Okei a central figure in the Wakamatsu colony expedition, who was instru
mental in reassembling her former .seivants and steering those hesitant peasant- 
emigrants toward the cause of overseas agricultural colonization. Right before 
her departure Ibr America, Okei and Shijimi met again, and the fonnei

’Tlic moviL- a(lverti.sL-im-nt.s {Situkan Asahi, June 30,1940, 26; Kiiwiim Jimpo, June 21, 1940, July 1. 
1940) empliasizeil tlie latefnl stmg^le of tlieir “love” and “ide.'ils" in tins “eleg)' that unfolded l>ehind 
the opening of Meiji Japan.”
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persuaded the latter out of tl,e criminal organization, urging him to ‘dedicate 
[himsellj to tlie countiy.” As Okei and licr felIo^v agricultural colonizers sailed 
oft at the crack of dawn in search of a new Japan across the Pacific, so Shijimi 
einl)arked on a new- life as a determined nationalist for modern fapan, a 
countiy that had just awakened to the limitless possibilities of progress and 
expansion. Amid images of beaming morning light and cnerllowing hopes the 
film ended with no suggestion of Okeis early death or of her colony’s .iuift 
demise. Rather, only a bright future appeared to await both protagonists 
who.se hs'es appeared to be—albeit “separated tragically by fate”—still eomiected 
by and entangled in a larger destiny of the expansive nation.

Considering that most ordinaiy Japanese were unfamiliar u'ith Issei histoiy 
other than having a vague notion of their agricultural successes, the 1940 film 
resulted in more profound inventions than simple manipulations of the charac
ters. First, rhe Flower in the Stonn dehistoricized the experience of the Japanese 
m America by melting it right into the ongoing enteiprise of Manchurian coloni
zation. Although they botli defined Okei as the origin of Japanese America, 
neither Inye’s academic narrative nor Kiimira’s fictive account denied a temporal 
distance between the Wakamatsu colonization and the mainstay of Japanese 
experience m the United States, because readers would know that Okei had 
died and her colony had gone under decades before the emigration of the 
current Issei residents. The film did away udth that distance by not showang 
the aftermath of Okei’s departure. Without the insertion of her death and her 
colony’s failure, the rdm immortalized Okei and the VWkamatsu colony and 
through tlic absence of vital historical information it hinted at a direct causal 
linkage behv^een her and Japanese development in the United States and other 
new Japans, including “Manchukuo.” In The Flower in the Ston,u the past was 
not simply a historical ciystal ball for a different present; in it, what was unfolding 
in Manchuria directly mirrored what had happened in America.

Similarly, the film’s representations of Okei flattened the class diversity of 
ov'erseas Japanese in sendee of the state’s colonialist project. Betw-een Japan’s 
colonial territories and foreign emigrant settlements, tlie populations actually 
ranpd widely from family fanners to itinerant field hands, from affluent 
traders to indentured prostitutes, and from colonial masters to racial minorities. 
Eliding these distinctions between the settler-colonizer and the labor-migrant 
I he Flower in the Stonn purged heterodox historical facts and presences in con
formity with the essentialized imageiy of overseas residents. Consequently, Japa
nese agnculturalists on the American frontier, w'hom Okei epitomized in the film 
resembled colonial fighters and continental brides on Japan’s Manchurian life
line. The nationwide showing of the Okei film therefore marked an important 
inoinent, in wdiich significant aspects of Issei histoiy making overlapped orthodox 
renditions of national expansion, approved under a policy of state thought 
control. Although The Flower in the Storm did not offer as systematic a narrative 
as Inye’s academic histoiy' did, Okei’s dramatized stoiy probably did more
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to organizo p.)puUir knowledge around her dual identity as U.e 
lapanese A.nerica and of Manclu.rian coloniz^ition-knowledge that helped 
the nuLsses to grasp the current imperatiNe of Japanese unpenahsm lelatne 

the Issei past, and vice \ ersa.'"

1940 Tok\'o Conference of Oversic\s Japanese

In the histon- of Japanestr impeiial expansion, 1940 was a 
another wa^. Extolling the exploits of all Issei. as Okei in the film the 194 
TokA’o Conference of Overseas Japanese {K^ngai Doha Tokyo Ta.kai)^ a 
total ideological project that fused Iiiyes scholarly construction aiid kimuras 
popular incnlcation into an unprecedented national pageantry. Jointly sponsored 
ly the Japanese Ministries of Foreign and Colonial Affairs this conference 
piacc-d the subject of overseas development
eoimnemoratioi. that celebrated the nations beginning in 640 BCE and he 
2,600th anniversaiy of the m>thical fust emperor JinnuKS accession to the 
throne." Preceding the grand finale that featured Emperor lIirohitoAhe Con
ference of Os'erseas Japanese took place hetxveen November 4 and November 
8 and attempted to assemble all segments of Japanese society-elites and com- 
n’loners, domestic and overseas-in the glamorization of Japans expansionist

Apparm'id)' inspired bv Hitler's raiding of xs'orkhvade Volkscleutschen, the 

Japanese goveimnent rested the basis of this national mobilization on the ties 
of l)lood among overseas ethnic comrades {kaigoi doho) that cut across differ
ences in class, gender, ideological, geographic, and even citizenship back
grounds.'- Earlier that year, the Konoe Fumimaro administration had

-‘-h,s.,ra as Ki.nuras r.cta.n, and the motion picture hascnl on it. ta,-geted a popular audience who

c-nev over ll.e consciousness of tl.e mas.scs. Tl.e novel came out of Kab.os Kc one of H;
lisl.in.. houses in prewar japan, as a part of the - Restoration Ep.c Novel Senes. Because Okus 

vvith eleven well-known sagas of the Meiji Restoration m the senes, 
Kiu'mr i-s piisentation of Okei would likely have kKiked factual. Indeed, the lifly-nve-page apix'udix 
iu ConslL nw’ Meiji contained clippings of hist.nical newspaper articles ant a re^it ol 1 a 
■ ntho" nd. ..Ohe remains of the uikamatsn Colony in 1931. which enhanced that impression, 
Vhe nini version furthered this cs.nfnsion of fact and fiction with even more labncations. om.s

There Were man)- national, prefectnral, and mnnicipal gatherings and celebrations, as well as exhda- 
t- 1,^ btiok pro ects and six.rts events, including an -East A.sian athletic games. Tlie 1)40 
Olvnipics and an international expisition were also scheduled to take place in lokyo in cs.iijunct.on 
Wiih the celebration, although ihl war in Enroix- resulted in their cancellations. For details ol the
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.innouncra a set of goidelines to consolidate resources-lunnun and malenal 
(HuroingwarclTorts in China. The core doctrin.' of tins lotahtanan H>lonn uas 

predicated on Iwkko ichiu (nnifying every corner of the world nnde,
Lnn.s nnrported motto in (banding the nalion, which now connoted tlu uc - 
Lion of a snpraregional "New Order” in Asia and the Pacific nndc-r Japa,u-se Ic^a- 
dc-rslnp. This agenda heemne the ideological nnehapinning of nnpenal 

coloniahsn. of tlu: early 1940s, which found Iriye
Issei-s past in particular, n.sefnl in hnilding a larger e.npne based on a nc iuod 
^overseas Lttle.ncnts. The 'Ibk>r, conference was iluaelom an olhcal 

attempt to enlist tlie hi.stoiy of emigration, as well as emigrants thmn.seKccs, n 
seiwii of fapanese imperialism. An internal gmern.nent document, ubul 
detailed the nnpublieizcxl but central goals of the 1940 event, pncmti/ed 
•'uniting and solidifying the bonds between tfie

«f overseas Tapanese” for the general purpo.ses of hakkoiduu { Joslnns 1m IM) 
498-500 esp 499).'" The mass rally resulted in the formation of the ( ant.al

intclli.u'i,ce -Ix-licvocr tliat Na/i Caamanys programs nau oo. -;;;„M .rf,™ « H.c. !,*,■ «f ........................ H- 1-“""- ,.l l„M., ,d„«.
0 Hcanricli Stalimor, Hitler’s emissaiy to japan on a mission to 
.’ O:..... ............... ■suLmested to the lapanrsc (.o'

iiiiiiiiiiilii.March, to b-xchangc vieupoinls amt have the emigrant
rt'sidenls, hccause the of(icu!s felt ■ , ^ iqjoi \s the (oiT'i'Di minister

1942. 1:202).
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Figure 1. Opening ceremony of the Conference of Overscius Japanese, Nnvciiil)er 
1940. With Prince Iliga.sliiknni (behind the center podinin) as the oflicial comcnier, 
this conference featured \irtually all top government officials ol the time in honor of 
overseas ethnic comrades—emigrants and colonialists alike. On the stage, Prime Mini
ster Konoe Fnmimaro stands clo.sest to Higiisliiknni; Army Minister General lojo 
Hideki and Foreign Minister Matsuoka Yosuke in the fom lh and the eighth, respect
ively. From the authors personal collection.

con.sciousne.ss. Full of suggesth'e \dsual representations, the first day of the con
ference was most significant in its ideological effects. On No\’ember 4, a grand 
celebration march kicked off the five-day program. Accompanied by musical 
bands and thousands of domestic participants, overseas invitees pai'aded 
through central Tok)'0 between Hibiya Park and the Imperial Palace. Following 
the Rising Sun flag came the first ox’erseas residents, h\^o elderly Issei from north
ern California (see figure 3). Conference officials picked them to head the pro
cession because their frail but dignified bodies .symbolized the official starting 
point of Japan’s sevenW years of e.vtemal gro\rth that was still progi'essing 
under the banner of hakko icliin. The parade was a concrete e.xpression of that 
histoiy, which united the disparate paths of emigration and colonization into a 
monolithic, unilinear trajectoiy. After the two Issei came the entire Hawaiian del
egation, then the continental United States, the Canadians, the Nan’yo, the Latin 
Americans, and finally the delegates from China and Manchukno—the order 
clearly marking the undifferentiated chronolog)’ of Japanese emigration histoiy 
(see figure 4). The end of the parade consisted of some 3,000 domestic high 
school and college students, who aspired to join the ranks of their overseas
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Figure 2. Opening ceremony of the Conference of Overseas Japanese, November 
1940. RepresentatKes of tlie imperial honseholcl (center), the government (right 
side), and overseas settlements (left side) hurrah in union for the past and future 
success of national expansion. The giant maps show the distribution of Japanese resi
dents in various areas of tlie empire’s “oversem-development,” including the United 
States. I'rom the author’s personal collection.

compatriots as colonial fighters and continental brides (KDC 1941, 2-3). After 
the procession reached the Imperial Palace, a metaphor of their return from 
faraway lands to the heart and soul of the “expansive nation,” one of the elder 
l.ssei led three cheers of hurrah for the emperor {Mii/nko, November 5, 1940; 
Tokyo Nielli Nichi, Novembers, 1940; Yondtiri, Novembers, 1940). The partici
pants’ “entlmsiastic banzai” was then met with the prime minister’s affirmation of 
tlie comsolidated expansioni.st pasts and present. “Your presence here,” remarked 
Konoe, “is a reminder of the histor)' of Japanese colonization [abroad], the 
opening pages of which have been written in your blood and that of your forerun
ners” {Tram-Pacific, November 7, 1940).

Demonstrating the histoiy that Iriye had crafted in words with actual agents 
ol’overseas development, the 1940 commemoration formed a “mnemonic site,” 
which engaged, and ennu^shed, both its participants and ob.sen'ers in the emer
ging state orthodoxy. As historian dakashi Fujitani explains, a mnemonic site 
refers to “non-verbal official signs and the dominant meanings, customs, and 
practices associated with them” (1996, 11) that unfold in natiomil ceremonies 
and rituals. In order for Iriye’s expansionist narrative to acquire public consent
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Figure 3. The fbrefVaiit of the grand celebration march and emigrati(3ii histoiy, 1940. 
Tsiikanioto Matsnnosiike, the “oldest” sumving emigrant (eighty four years old) leads 
the procession, followed by Minami Kunitaro, the emigrant who spent the longest 
time overseas (fifty-six j'ears in the United States). Both are from northern California. 
Source: Kaigai Ddho Cliuokai (1941).

and to turn into a national common sense, such a site was indi.spensable. Chor- 
eographed by the state, the personified representations of tlie expiuisionist 
pcist and present conununicated to the Japanese of eveiy class and eveiy age 
tliese official messages: that emigration and colonization were identical and indi- 
\4sible, and that the Japanese in America were the pantheon of great e.xeinplars— 
the “fighters of the nations all-out stmggle” for imperial expansion, as General 
Tojo noted (KDC 1941, 6).

The Japanese government placed Issei participants at the helm to consolidate 
these orthodox meanings. At the opening ceremony, an immigrant newspaper 
publisher from San Francisco responded to the dignitaries’speeches on behalf 
ol those from abroad. He pledged that each and eveiy one of them u'oiild 
begin anew, taking to heart the glory of being an imperial subject, and 
“advance with the spirit oiJmkkd icliiu in a respective frontline of ox’erseas Japa
nese development.” The closing ceremony on November 8 reinforced the 
notions of their unequivocal patriotism and their relevancy to the empire. For 
this event, conference officials brought the two North American pioneers to the 
center stage again, uniting them with Japan’s foremost nationalist-expansionist, 
Toyama Mitsurii, who had led the ultra-right Kokui^oikai (Black Dragon/Amur 
Ri\'er Society) movement since the turn of the twentieth centuiy. The re\'ered
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Figure 4. Procession of overseas residents in front of the Imperial Palace. Source: 
Kaigai Doho Clulokai (1941).

national hero voluntarily approached the two Issei to shake their hands, an action 
that moved tlie audience of nearly 2,000 to a standing ovation. This emotionid 
show was followed l)y another oath of commitment to the national cause, 
where a female representative from Hawaii repeated the Issei newspaperman s 
earlier comments (KDC 1941, 23-26; Kashil Mainichi, November 8, 1940; 
Nichihei, November 9, 1940; S/n'n Sekai, November 9, 1940).

In terms of their ideological effects, the second and fourth days were equally 
significant, albeit by the manner of historicizing rather than dehistoricizing. By 
adopting Iriye s narrative scheme, the conference established a nuanced gnida- 
tion of the meaning that each regional group held in view of Japan s present 
policy mandate. At the discussion sessions on November 5 and 7, officials 
steered the Issei toward “talking specifically about the several decades of their 
tribulations,” the aftermaths of racial exclusion, and the resultant challenges 
they faced in the United States. The authorities dissuaded the American partici
pants from taking up current affairs in Asia as subjects of deliberation at their 
gratjp session; instead. Foreign Ministiy officials simply briefed the Issei on 
“Japan s recent conditions and international politics” (ZHD, October 23, 1940). 
This focus on a localized past revealed a stark contrast to what transpired in 
the Nan’yS and East Asian sessions. There, the discussions revolved around 
future courses of their respective “developments,” because both contingents 
resided on the new frontiers upon which the fate and progi'ess of the Japanese
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empire depended. While the Nan’\d group exchanged (houghts and opinions 
tliat “might sene as a compass for Japan s j)oIicy of .southward expansion," tlie 
delegates from Manchuria confidently declared “llie centralily in the coming 
era of their .status among overseas compatriots” (KDCJ 1941, 17-I<S; Takmnuslid 
and Gainuishd 1940, 36-37).

At the evening public lecture on NoNcmber 5, this temporally organi'/cd 
order of priorities was still manifest. Unlike otheis, Issei speakers (Kss'lled on 
highlights of their yestenyear. For example, Amcnican intelligence r('poi1:('d 
that a farmer from San Diego described the Japanese in America as “the 
winners of the [racial] struggle” wlio had

pioneered...for the past seventy years withstanding racial discrimi
nation and economic pressure with perseverance and...founded 
unshakable foundation of what it is today.... Thus the fact that our 
great Japanese race achieved great over-sea expansion could Ire attrib
uted to the gift of the men of our race at the first line of development 
and due to our pioneers’ great efforts. But it is also due to the spirit of 
the universal brotherhood],] which is, I firmly believe, the foundation 
of our national glory at the same time, that is, the outward nianifestatiou 
of great hope and ieleal of our first Emperor, Jinuui. 1... as one working 
in foreign soil, realize what new east Asiatic sphere means to us. 
(Gilliam 1942, 6-7)

As Tokyo officials envisioned, the Issei's anecdotes were meant to scive as a 
source of inspiration for the expansive nation; yet the unambiguous reminder 
was also that the Japanese in America were not in the position to actively 
partake in the current phase of empire building in East Asia.

Fundamentally, the 1940 conference entailed a project of what Michel Fou
cault describes as “total histoiy,” which drew “all [past] phenomena around a 
single center,” mainly that of the Manchurian colonization enteiprise. M7th the 
help of the state’s ideological apparatuses, this total histoiy not only disas owed 
discontinuities and ruptures among Japanese experiences abroad but also 
denied the audience disparate interpretations of or'erseas “development.” The 
prineiples of continuity and unit)' shaped the grammar of popular historical con
sciousness relatise to the question of national e.xpansion, which subsequently 
determined the possibilities of kno\ring for a domestic public (Foucault 1972, 
9-10; 19S0, 168). The manner and circumstances in which Issei participants per
formed their parts deterred contemporaiy obseiwers from appreciating their real 
standing as a persecuted minorit)' in white America. And perhaps, more criticalK'. 
the pageant made it impossible for the Japanese public to deh e into the Issei’s 
reasons for history making, as they looked perfectly congruent in their lieliefs 
with tho.se of Japanese officials, who simple-mindedly glorified “the superior 
quality of the Japanese as a race” without regard to their social standing in the
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United States, as well as the real meaning of their development there {Trans
pacific, November 7, 1940).''^

For the most part, many Japanese in America were willing accomplices, 
taking sisicere jubilance in the formal acknowledgment of their historical role 
and the homeland’s acceptance of U.S. residents as its w'orthy membeis. As aus
picious as it was, however, that official recognition accounted for only a partial 
fullillment of the Issei’s goal. Having liv’ed in the interstices of both countries, 
they wished to reconcile their in-betw'eenness by claiming ari integral place m 
each nation and histoiy, simultaneously. Thus, while vouching for their Japanese 
patriotism, Issei wTiters and leaders alwaiys stressed how' mucli they had contrib
uted to American society in w'hat historian Gaiy Gerstle calls the political 
language of Americanism” (2002, 8-13). And in order to convince wdiite 
America to admit them as equals despite their Oriental ancestiy Issei opted to 
emphasize thtir outstanding racial character through the example of imperial 
Japan’s rise as a w'orld pow'er. This politics of dualism, w'hich set apart Issei 
from their compatriots at home, turned out to be no n>«tch for a totalizing imper
ial nationalism and its insistence on a monolithic Japanese identity. The compro
mised de.signation of the Issei as “soldiers o^hakko ichhi” at the expense of their 
other, American identity revealed the fundamental vulnerability of their diaspoiic 
imagination to the nationalist binarism that disallowed cosmopolitan ambiguities 
and aml)ivalence. But it was also true that without such eclectic emigrant trans- 
nationalism, Jajran would have I'ound it much harder to co-opt the experience of 
American residents, and all the convenient ideas it offered.

Indeed, the Japane.se pre,ss made certain that the dedication of overseas 
patriots was transparent, undiluted, and most importantly, singular. Newspapeis 
throughout the nation meticulously reproduced the doings of rapturous Issei and 
other participants at the conference, embellishing the reports with tales of their 
struggles and other historical facts appropiiate solely for the agendas of impei ial 
Japan. Their .stories w'ere accompanied b)’ exaggerated headlines such as Ovei- 
llowdug Patriotism!” and “The Spirit of National Foundation Kept Alive in a Distant 
Foreign Land"^Hoe/ii, Novembers, 1940; Tokyo Nichi Nichi, Novembers, 1940). 
Other, more theatrical expressions included “The Spectacular Procession of 
Overseas Gompatriots with Tears in Their Eyes,” or “Watering Eyes under the 
[Ri.sing Sun] Flag” {Yominri, November S, 1940; Miyako, November S, 1940). 
Tokyoites who witnessed the parade, according to the press, held the marchers 
in high esteem (see figure S). Along both sides of the route were layers of

'■‘Tliis is nut to ,sa)' tliat c-ounnon [jcoplo .siidderil)- Corgot what were now dconied heterodox ideas 
about oversea.s Japanese, espeeialK tliose in America, \nt\-imh, biases remained <iuite .strong 
wl.ere Issei xseie despised categoricallv as low class dekasegi Nvorkers. Still, orthodoxy appeared 
to have takmi root in Japanese soeit^ty in 1940, ifonh’ temporarily, because many Issei participants 
fondly recalled a dramatic shift in Jajranesc attitude from derision to re.spect after the conference 
(see Shii, Sakai, December 7-8, 1940; Nicliihci, December b5, 1940; Kai'^ai no Nippon, Fcbruaiy 
1941, 29,
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Figiil-e 5. American Issei niarclung in tlie midst uf’a cKeering crowd .Stancling at the 
solute before the banner is Colonial Minister Akita Kiyoshi, Source: Kaigai Doho 
Chnokai (1941).

cheering crow^ds, and "froin the vnndnws of buildings young office women cried 
out, waving their hands and handkerchiefs,” as if to send off Icjyal soldiers bound 
for the war front (KDC 1941, 3). As a reporter of the Tokijo Nichi-Nichi Shinhimi 
(Nov'einber 5, 1940) noted, the two Issei elders at the head of the procession 
made a particularly strong impression (see figure 3);

Among the proud participants... are Mr. Tsnkamoto [Matsunosnke of 
San Francisco] who is tis thin as a heron and Mr. Minanii [Kunitaro of 
Oakland] who barely walks fonvard one step a time with the help of an 
assistant. Wearing morning coats, both men slowly proceed in tears, 
perhaps recalling the tribulations that they have withstood for half a 
centuiy' [in America] and rejoicing at the honor of taking part in this 
national celebration. This sight cannot but touch our hearts deepl}'.

Aided by pow'erful graphic imageiy to “touch [their] hearts,” hegemonic 
renditions of expansionist histoiy encroached on the minds of the [apanese 
'masses, helping to homogenize their w'ay of seeing their ov^erseas compatriots, 
especially the Issei pioneers from America. As effective as it might have been, 
how'ev'er, Tokyo officials knew' w’ell that the 1940 conference alone would 
not suffice to make the people suddenly enthusiastic about a policy of mass
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1216 Eiichiro Azuma

tlcuW paeeantiy moved, exhilarated, and engulfed the audience .. ------
emotiom other means of ideological mobilization ^^the
that was repetitive and reinforcing. In the beginning of 1940 and duung the 
conference! the Japanese government generated additional mnemonic sit ^ 
tint packaged Issei lil-stoiy more comprehensively in national histoty pioje 
;*d by ;Lr unofflcial"ndeavors. including the shovnng of The F/omer m the

Organized by the Cabinet Information Bureau, a grandiose exhibition named 
“Our New Frontiers” was held in Januaiy 1940, when the 2,600th 
ebration commenced. Although it offered a relatively minor ^
„ese in America, this exhibition contextualized the Issei record wtl in J^p 
histoiy of 2,600 years, thereby making it neatly dovetail with major histoiical ep 
sodes^uid legendiiy' figures of overseas development through the entiie sprui o 
the nation’s existence. Some of the topical features that puq.o.tedly 
Issei experience were the so-called advance of the Yamato state into Kojei U 0- 
600 CE) the penetration of Japanese commerce into Southeast ^sui (1400 
1600) and various displays of Japan’s modem colonization endeavors. Utilizing 
photos, documents, dioramas, and mannequins of einigrants and ’
L exhibition attracted over one million visitors, including P™'""
Hirohito’s younger brother (Isetan 1940; Naikakii Johobu 1942, 11.429-59,

^^AtTe^Liclusion of the 2,600th year fe.stivities, a second exhibition show

cased emergent expansionist orthodoxy in tandem with the overseas Japmiese

mamrkils related to regional pioneers; and published histones. Just as in 
gmnd celebration march, the exbiblHon placed a particular locus on the achmve- 
meuts of the Japanese in America (see figure 6). At the entrance, for example 
one hundred boxes of Sunkist brand products from Issei f”'”
Los Angeles were laid on, to form “tm impressive mountam oM.a^a t 
oranges and lemons that make the xasitors mouths water (KDC 1940 194 , 
,54-7L Naikaku Johbbu 1942, 12:204, 211) (see figure 7). A urge farm trarto, 
^th a life-sire mannequin of an Issei agriculturalist sat in the hallway to be 
North American secHon, which arrested risitor attention ssatb the centitd 

theme on a laq;e sigt. board; -It wtts the Japanese
of development and prosperity on the [U.S.] 1 acific Coas . ( y
figure S) While singing the prai.se of colonial success and racial supenonty 
dt'ough a variety of artifacts! the exhibition also highlighted the undiluted

. ..
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Figure 6. Exhibit of Issei adiievements in agriculture. This exhibit ju.xtapo.ses an 
untamed American frontier of the pre-Japanese immigrant era with photographic 
images of pro.sperous Issei agriculture, including large-scale rice farming that the Japa
nese had pirportedly introduced into California. Source: Kaigai Doho Chuokai (1941).

i

mmm
if'?

li

i in j, 
tZ IriH ^

^ ^ rj t; 
W H t
St r
f? ih A CO 

;i o j.flu ^

* e- i V 
H»i«- if
I"’! S '
i~ i as 
J8„ « V aHfr •: 
U ffl <•> ^
7; S m V-'i;a ^ 

JIL 0
A* lb
S fc 
L ♦
•c >•
•M +
« ’•■ 
ij f 
S* r>j
L 1̂?

Figure 7. “A Mountain of Sunldst Oranges and Lemons.” The description reads, 
“Donated by Japanese agricultural associations in America, the sa\'or)’ aroma of abun
dant Sunldst oranges and lemons makes the \4sitors’ moutlis water. After the e.xhibition 
the fnjits are presented to wounded and sick soldiers.” Source; Kaigai Doho Chuokai 
(1941).
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patriotism of overseas Japanese tlirougli a displa\- of tliousaiuls of llu'ir inion 
Jn(kiiro, or care jiaekages lor imperial soldiers (see lignre 9). Tlu'se svmliols 
were coiispicuonsly placed at tlie main show windows along a trolley route and 
throngliont tlio exhibit halls inside the flepartinent store (KDC 1941, 54-<59, 
74-76). More tlian 690,(KK) people visited this mnemonic site dining the first 
two weeks of Novemhei' 1940.

Otlier means of the total ideological project inelndc'd the fixing of the 
meanings engemdered by tlie .state-sponsored pageantn' and exhibitions. In 
an effort to elevate the social status of emigrants and jiroinote tlie pojnilar 
appreciation of emigrating in line witli enu'rgent orthodoxy, the government 
decorated 628 overseas residents, including 91 leading [apanese from North 
America, with a conn nemo rative sake' cup and a letter of eonmiendation 
signed by the foreign minister. On November 10, the climax of the yearlong 
national cominemoration, five leading Tssei men were conferred tlu' .Sixth 
Order of the Sacred Treasure and the Medal of Honor with Green Kilihon, 
as \s'ere five other emigrants from elsewhere, fnst like distingnisht'd scholars, 
meritorious statesmen, devoted hureancrats, and self-sacrifieing niilitaiy men, 
the Issei gained officially sanctioned “distinction." as Pierre Bourdieu (1993,
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Figure 9. Exhibit of overseas Japanese patriotism: Iiiioii Btiktim. These care 
packages, meant for Japane.se solders on the Chinese war front, are disphned as an 
emblem of overseas Japane.se patriotism and a .symbol of their indivisilile tics to the 
liomeiand. The sice minister of the navy, as the de.scription notes, “paid a visit to the 
exliihition despite his Inisy .schednie on its last dav, tlioronglilv moved by the sincere 
patriotism of overseas residents." Source: Kaigai Ddho Chfiokai (1941).
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61-67) puts it, to enter into the ranks of national heroes {Tokyo Mchi Nichi, 
No\ember 11, 1940; Shin Aichi, November 11, 1940; Raftt Shiinpd, November 
12, 1940; Nichibci, Nos ember 12, 15, 1940), Yet what the Japanese in America 
tlici not realize at this juncture was the price of that recognition, and of tlieir 
pivotal place in imperialist ortliodo.w that the recognition betokened in the dis
trusting eyes of American authorities. Indeed, after Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor, they were to pay that price with confinement in U.S. internment 
camps as ‘‘dangerous enemy aliens.”

With a focus on borderless dimensions of Japanese colonialism, this essay 
was an attempt to write an international histoiy overarching tlie hitherto com
partmentalized historiographies of modern Japan and Japanese America. 
While being mindful of the political need to defend the distinctiveness of 
the Japanese American experience from the national histoiy of Japan, the 
author looked to elucidate their intersections with an eye toward understand
ing a convoluted process of e.xpansionist orthodo.xy'^ormation. Because a rigid 
dichotomy behveen ethnic studies and area studies has created many blind 
spots in our nationalized knowledge, this study demonstrated bow a transna
tional appioach could throw light on some of those spots. The more compli
cated our historical understanding is, the better it reflects the complexities of 
human experiences that refuse to be contained within a single national 
history. Crisscrossing the established disciplinary boundaries behveen Japa
nese histoiy and Japanese American histoiy is one way of achieving this, 
and the example of reciprocal histoiy making in the hvo national spaces 

offers- a good case study.
Three sets of hegemonic discourse partook in the fonnulation of Japanese 

expansionist orthodox)' before the Pacilic War. In the aftermath of institutiona
lized racial exclusion, Japanese residents in the United States marshaled ideas 
selectively from Japan’s peaceful expansionism and the American popular dis
course of frontier conquest to compile their records of racial development. 
Inteq^reting the c-ollective ethnic past in terms of the dominant national ideol
ogies, Issei writers chronicled a trajectoiy of the liinational pioneers in the 
context of their general fjuest for recognition as w'orthy citizen-subjects of 
both countries. Yet by divorcing the stoiy of immigrant tribulations and tri
umphs from its constitutive context of American race relations, Japanese intel
ligentsia, popular culture, and the state concertedly co-opted Issei histoiy in 
.seiwice of the new' policies of agricultural colonizaition in Manchuria and 
national mobilization after the mid-1930s. The dualistic Issei pioneer thesis 
simply ga\e w'a>' to a contrived statist discourse on Japanese supremacy, when 
imperial Japan w'as about to engage tbe Anglo-American powders in its all-out 

race war.Orthodox)' making entailed the synchronous process of dehistoricizing and 
historicizing to illuminate key ideological messages. For example, in the film 
on Okei, the quintessential female Issei pioneer was characterized
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sitnultaiR’OHsly as tlie genesis of pre\ious Ja])anese emigration to tli(' United 
Slates and as the epitome of ongoing Nfanelinrian eoloni/alion, and at the loci 
oCher timeless dual identities laid Okei’s agrarian heliel and lier mininching com
mitment to overseas des'elopincnt. Furtlierinore, tlu- skewed representations ol 
tlie pioneer woman seived to ol)fuscate lalior dimensions of transpacific emigra
tion at the expense of settler-colonialism a la the stak'-sponsored Manchnrian 
project of the 1930s. Not only did the resultant narrative muddle the popular 
understanding of iiniii and shokumi)i, hut also it unified diverse—and 
conflicting—paths of modern Japanese migration into a homogeneous, uniliiu’ar 
progression, upon which intellectuals and the state suhserpiently constructed a 
systematic, teleological inetanarrati\e. Mere, Japanese immigrant experience as 
a past looked no different from Japanese colonialism of the 1.930s, In ollu'r 
moments of dialectic ideologizing, howex'cr, the fssei wc'rc simply relegated to 
the position of the ruptured past to elucidate the current political priority of 
imperial Japan, that is, national and racial dc'velopment in north('ast Asia, not 
in tlie Americas.

Prewar histoiy making had important ramifications for the wartime histories 
of imperial Japan and Japanese America. The official U..S. rationale for the Tssei’s 
incarceration stemmed partially from their fashioning of a dualistic hi.stoiy, which 
inadvertently benefited Japans political agendas in Asia. Tragically, just as 
Japanese officials unhesitantly nationalized the I.ssei’s past without homage to 
their American identit)', .so the American authoritie.s-hiiled to look beyond the 
siinpliRed notion of the resident Japanese as pro-Axis spies and ('iiemy collabor
ators. When many I.ssei began to notice the vulnerability of their binational 
histoiy' in the face of clashing state nationalisms in the early months of 1941, it 
was alrcLifly too late. The U.S, militan' and law enforcement agencies w'cre 
liu.sy translating their published chronicles and juhilant pronouncements at the 
1940 Tokx'o conference as incriminating evidence of their potential treacheiy’, 
and as Federal Bureau of Iiwestigation Piles rex'eal, major Issei authors and con
ference participants were blacklisted as the most imminent securit)’ risks (Azmna 
2003,1424-25). On Pearl Harbor Day, they were the first to be arrested for inde
finite detention.

Meanwhile, for the duration of the war, imperial Japan refused to cut Issei 
histoiy adrift from tlie established orthodoxy that was predicated on it. The 
warring state continued to find the pioneers of oxerseas dexelopment useful 
for the constmetion of the Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere. The 
theme of racial struggle particularly compounded an official interest in Japanese 
emigrant experience in America during the Pacific ^^'ar. The mass incarceration 
was a welcome development to the Japanese authorities, for the racial martyrdom 
of the Issei (and Nisei) offered additional propaganda material with regard to 
Anglo-American racism, against w'liich the empire w'as puiportedly fighting. 
The rhetoric of a race w'ar needed symbolic \ictims, who were concomitantly 
superior to their wdiite tormentors, as Tokyo’s scheme of histoiy had it that
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Japan was dnstineil to uin the struggle in the end.'" The political utility ol Japa
nese l esidents iu the United States remained intact so lf)iig as the)- pla\ed the role
of patiiotic pioneers w-ronged b>' white racism.

After 1945, however, the defeat of the Japanese empire quickly buried into obliv
ion the theoo- of ox-erseas dc-velopment and the Isseis pix'otal place in expansionist 
national liiston' that the theoo' had can-ed out. As a posh\-ar nan-ati\-e of their 
Ni.sei children as loyal Amei-iciuis dexeloped in popular and academic di.scourses 
of both countries. Japane.se emigrants became simpl>- Japanese Ainencims, 
a group of people whom few historians of modem Japan hax e consideied tliemah- 
calK- relex-ant until recentl)-. Syiubolicall)-, too. Okei has since become the sole prop
erty of Japanese American histon-, for her grax e now stiuids designated as part ot an 
oflicial California state liistoric landmark-one that commemorates the beginning ol 
an immigrant success stoiy, or xx^hat Nksei leaders proudly call im ‘-Amencan saga 
(\^aii Sant 2000, 129).'" \Miile rescuing Okei luid the Issei from the shackles ot 
such discrete national histories, this study has examined a transnational aspect of 
Japanese imperialism, xvhich cweriloxx-ed the formal boundaries of the empire itself.
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Rights:
All requests for permission to publish or quote from manuscripts or photographs 
must be submitted in writing to California State University, Sacramento. Library. 
Dept, of Special Collections and University Archives. Permission for publication is 
given on behalf of California State University, Sacramento. Library. Dept, of 
Special Collections and University Archives as the owner of the physical item and 
is not intended to include or imply permission of the copyright holder, which must 
also be obtained.
Collection:
Japanese American Archival Collection ImageBase 
Contributing Institution:
California State University, Sacramento Library
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History t
A History of Japanese Americans in California: 
IMMIGRATION

One of the first groups of settlers that came from Japan to the United States, 
the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony under the leadership of John 
Schnell, arrived at Cold Hill, El Dorado County, in June 1869. Additional 
colonists arrived in the fall of 1869. These first immigrants brought mulberry 
trees, silk cocoons, tea plants, bamboo roots, and other agricultural products. 
The U.S. Census of 1870 showed 55 Japanese in the United States; 33 were 
in California, with 22 living at Gold Hill. Within a few years of the colony's 
founding, the colonists had dispersed, their agricultural venture a failure.
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Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony, El Dorado County

The 1880 Census showed 86 Japanese in California, with a total of 148 in the 
United States. Possibly these were students, or Japanese who had illegally 
left their country, since Japanese laborers were not allowed to leave their 
country until after 1884 when an agreement was signed between the Japanese 
government and Hawaiian sugar plantations to allow labor immigration.
From Hawaii, many Japanese continued on to the United States mainland. In 
1890, 2,038 Japanese resided in the United States; of this number, 1,114 
lived in California.

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/5views/5views4a.htm 1/21/2010
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Laborers for the Hawaiian sugar plantations were carefully chosen. In 1868, a 
group of Japanese picked off the streets of Yokohama and shipped to Hawaii 
had proved to be unsatisfactory. Thereafter, a systematic method of recruiting 
workers from specific regions in Japan was established. Natives from 
Hiroshima, Kumamoto, Yamaguchi, and Fukushima were sought for their 
supposed expertise in agriculture, for their hard work, and for their 
willingness to travel. Immigrants to California from these prefectures 
constituted the largest numbers of Japanese in the state.

Except for a temporary suspension of immigration to Hawaii in 1900, the 
flow of immigration from Japan remained relatively unaffected until 1907- 
08, when agitation from white supremacist organizations, labor unions, and 
politicians resulted in the "Gentlemen's Agreement," curtailing further 
immigration of laborers from Japan. A provision in the Gentlemen's 
Agreement, however, permitted wives and children of laborers, as well as 
laborers who had already been in the United States, to continue to enter the 
country. Until that time, Japanese immigrants had been primarily male. The 
1900 Census indicates that only 410 of 24,326 Japanese were female. From 
1908 to 1924, Japanese women continued to immigrate to the United States, 
some as "picture brides."

Japanese Picture Brides at Angel Island, Marin County [circa 1919]

In Japan, arranged marriages were the rule. Go-betweens arranged marriages 
between compatible males and females, based on careful matching of socio
economic status, personality, and family background. With the advent of 
photography, an exchange of photographs became a first step in this long 
process. Entering the bride's name in the groom's family registry legally 
constituted marriage. Those Japanese males who could afford the cost of 
traveling to Japan returned there to be married. Others resorted to long
distance, arranged marriages. The same procedure that would have occurred 
if the groom were in Japan was adhered to, and the bride would immigrate to 
the United States as the wife of a laborer. Not all issei were married in this
manner, but many were. For wives who entered after 1910, the first glimpse 
of the United States was the Detention Barracks at Angel Island in San 
Francisco Bay. New immigrants were processed there, and given medical 
exams. As a result, this was the place where most "picture brides" saw their 
new husbands for the first time.

Those hoping to rid California of its Japanese population thought the

http://www.nps.gov/histoiy/history/online_books/5views/5views4a.htm 1/21/2010
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Gentlemen's Agreement would end Japanese immigration. Instead, the 
Japanese population of California increased, both through new immigration 
and through childbirth. Anti-Japanese groups, citing the entry of "picture 
brides," complained that the Gentlemen's Agreement was being violated. A 
movement to totally exclude Japanese immigrants eventually succeeded with 
the Immigration Act of 1924. That legislation completely curtailed 
immigration from Japan until 1952 when an allotment of 100 im migrants per 
year was designated. A few refugees entered the countiy during the mid- 
1950s, as did Japanese wives of United States servicemen.

The pattern of immigration has left its mark on Japanese communities to this 
day. While immigrants before 1924 were uniformly young, the delay in 
immigration of women resulted in many marriages in which the husband was 
considerably older than the wife. Immigration of women between 1908 and 
1924 also meant that the majority of children (nisei) were bom within a 
period of 20 years, 1910-1930. Researchers during World War II noted that 
rather than a normal curve, the Japanese population in the United States was 
bi-modal — an age group for the original immigrants and another for their 
children. This has influenced the ways in which Japanese communities have 
been organized, e.g., the need every 25 years or so to have facilities and 
organizations oriented to children, with long periods of time when such 
facilities were not needed. Consequently, large numbers of nisei would enter 
the job market at the same time, and they would have children at about the 
same time. The immigration pattern is also reflected today among issei who 
are still living. The vast majority are women. Eighty-five percent of the 
clientele of Kimochi-Kai and oAer Japanese senior citizen organizations in 
California's major cities are women.

NEXT> Settlement
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bottom seven photograghs is the identity and location of the photographer, "George H. Gilbert, comer 
of Plaza and Main Sts, Placerville, Cal." They were handed down from my Great Uncle, Joseph 
William Egbert Veerkamp, to his wife, Mary, to their son, Don Veerkamp, to his wife Dorothy 
Veerkamp, to my 1st Cousin, Martha Veerkamp De Haas who lent them to me for one day to scan and 
publish. The hand writing on the envelope containing the pictures is Dorothy Veerkamp's. (bottom of 
page)

Alan Ehrgott of the American River Conservancy has confirmed by his own research that Mr. Gilbert 
was doing business in Placerville during the time of the Colonist's presence.
PICTURES ARE LINKED TO UkRGER SCANS

http://www.directcon.net/pharmer/NewFaces/newfaces.html 1/21/2010



Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony historical landmark plaque. Page 1 of 1

"O' calisphere Univorsily ot California

Back

u

1

WAKAMATSU TEA AND SILK FARM COLON"
SITE OF THE ONLV TEA AND SILK FARM ESTABUSn^L 
IN CALIFORNIA. PRST AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT CF 
PIONEER JAPANESE IMMIGRANTS WHO ARRIVED AT GOLD 
HILL ON JUNE 8. 1859. DESPITE THE INITIAL SUCCESS 
IT FAILED TO PROSPER IT MARKED THE BEGINNING CF 
JAPANESE INFLUENCE ON THE AGRICULTURAL ECCNOMy 
OF CALIFORNIA.

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTQRGAL LANDMARK NO 8I5

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT CF 
^mRKS and RECREATION IN COOPERATION WITH THE 
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE. EL DORADO 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SODETY. AND FRiENOS OF THE 
CE.NTENN'AL OBSERVANCE. JUNE 7. 196S.

Click image to zoom
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Wakamatsu Project
The California Rice Commission is a proud supporter of the 
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony Project.

Driven from Japan as a result of the civil wars of the mid 1800's, a smaii 
group of Japanese coionists ieft Aizu Wakamatsu on an epic journey.

It started with a voyage across the Pacific on a 
Chinese schooner to San Francisco, continued by 
steam ship to Sacramento and concluded by 
wagon to the Motherlode.

Chasing the dream

They arrived in Gold Hill in 1869, Just a mile 
above the historic mill where John Marshall 
discovered the precious metal just over twenty 
years earlier. They came with mulberry trees, 
silk worms, tea, rice and all of the tools 
necessary to start a new agricultural colony.

They comprised the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Colony, the first Japanese to colonize North 
America.

Initial success gave way to disappointment, as struggles for California's 
other great resource - water - left the colony with out irrigation for their 
crops. Their crops withered and died and the land the colony had purchased 
was sold but they held fast to their dream.

Okei's story

Some of the initial colonists scattered, but several stayed in the area to 
work on neighboring farms and businesses. Nineteen-year-old Okei Ito 
stayed in Gold Hill as a nanny for the Veerkamp family, the new owners of 
the colony site and an adjoining ranch.

The story is told that she would walk to the top of the hill and look toward 
her native Japan as the evening sun dipped in the West, homesick and 
lonely in a foreign land.

Tragedy struck not long after and she died of fever. Resting beneath a 
marble headstone on that same hill, she became the first Japanese citizen 
to be buried in U.S. soii.

Preservation efforts

A broad group of Japanese American citizens.
The American River Conservancy and the 
California rice industry are working diligently to 
save this cultural and historic site-which has 
been called the Japanese Jamestown. Efforts are 
focused on purchasing the ranch that 
encompassed the Wakamatsu Colony site. Okei's

m TEA AN[

"Hidden History on a 
Goid Country Ranch"
History books are filled with epic 
journeys and dreams fulfilled.
For the members of the 
Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Colony, 
their unheralded quest to find a 
better life in California's Gold 
Country earned no such 
storybook ending ...

http://www.calrice.org/Diversity/Wakamatsu+Project.htm 1/21/2010
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-IN MEMORY OF OKEI. DIED IN 1871. iGEO 18. A JAPANESE GIRL."

That is the inscription on the headstone, and 
exactly a century later this local woman came 
to pay her respects, photographed by a re

porter with the Sacramento Union. Okei, said 
to be the first Japanese person to die on 
American soil, lived and worked at the Waka- 
matsu Tea and Silk Colony Farm, established 
by her countrymen in l869. Although it lasted 
only two years, it was one of the oldest Japan

ese settlements in the United States, recently 
memorialized in the National Register of His

toric Places. THEY CAME TO SAN FRANCISCO IN THE SPRING 
OF 1869. via paddle-wheel steamer, fleeing civil 
war. They carried mulberry trees for silk pro

duction. tea plants, bamboo, and other plant 
stock. They were brought over by John Henry 
Schnell, a German soldier-of-fortune who de

veloped a loyalty to an embattled feudal lord, 
Matsudaira Katamori. The colony was a refuge 
should Katamori and his followers need to

flee. THE lOO-ACRE SETTLEMENT DID WELL AT FIRST, tended

by 22 families who grew tea, silk, and rice and 
also operated a fishery. It was 40 miles west 
of Sacramento, in gold-mining country, and 
the farm was seen as a welcome addition to 
the local economy, the first to introduce 
Japanese horticulture to California. At the 
1869 state agricultural fair, the growers exhib

ited silkworm cocoons and tea and oil plants.

IN 1871, A DROUGHT HIT THE COLONY HARD. Schnell, while 
outwardly confident in the experiment, knew 
little about farming or the local climate. As 
prospects dwindled, he left for Japan to bring 
help but never returned. The colonists dis

persed and the settlement collapsed, oyer the 
YEARS. THE FARM HAS TAKEN ON the quality of myth, in

spiring books, songs, and film, even though little 
is known about the people who lived there. The 
American River Conservancy and the Japanese 
American Citizens League launched a successful 
campaign to buy the site, whose significance has 
been compared with that of Jamestown and Ply

mouth. Aside from the grave of Okei, it includes 
a farmhouse and barn situated in rolling coun

tryside with streams and wetlands.
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