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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Rectangular in plan, the rear of the house utilizes a large flat boulder

as one end of the structure. Walls of random limestone and sandstone blocks
are laid up 3-4 feet high in mud mortar. They are 3' thick at the base and
2' thick at the top. Upright forked poles are set integral with the side-
walls with longitudinal poles resting in the forks. Along the central long
axis of the room are six similar but longer and heavier uprights supporting
center ridge poles in relays. Primary beams extend on either side from
center ridge pole to the side supports, flush with the masonry walls. Oco-
tillo branches, brush, earth, and stone for ballast from the roofing. Jacal
curtain walls divided the interior, and_ the floor is earthen. A door was
hung to one edge of the front upright.'"

Level of treatment: Restored in 1971 by the National Park Service, the strug
ture is now in good physical condition. However, the use of soil-cement on
the roof is discordant and blatantly:not a faithful restoration, and correc-
tions are recommended.

Cost Estimate: $3,000 initially, $750.00 P/A thereafter, based on 1973 costs.

1 William E. Brown, Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory,
October 1964.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Gilberto Luna was a pioneer Mexican farmer in the Big Bend country who
settled in the Alamo Creek drainage, living there all his long life and
raising a very large family. He died in 1947 at the age of 109. In the
early years, Alamo Wash was on the’'Comanche War Trail through the Park,
and Luna somehow established peaceful relations with these savage warriors
and also with the Apaches resident in the vicinity. That he survived the
incursions of these raiding Indians is a tribute to his diplomacy. That
he succeeded for nearly a century in farming the dry Alamo Creek drainage
using the technique of flood-plain farming is only slightly less amazing.

"The Luna Residence is significant as the prime example within the Park of
the primitive Mexican house-shelter typical of earliest pioneer settle-
ment."

It is also considered to be a prime example of man's adaptation to the
environment in the Big Bend National Park.

Additionally, Luna was a widely known personage in the area, '"a legend in
his own time."2

1 William E. Brown, Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory,
October 1964.

2 Guide to Backcountry Roads (see Bibliography)
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2. LOCATION

The Luna Jacal is at the base of Pena Mountain, approximately 6 miles south
of the MaverickJunction along what is known as '"The 0ld Maverick Road."




