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This torm is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibllity for individual properties or districts. See Instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘‘x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter '‘N/A” for ‘‘not applicable."” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed In the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-800a), Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name  Ramsey, Lewis, Jr., House
other names/site number FA 352

2. Location
- street & number 3797 01d Frankfort Pike {na not for publication
city, town 1exineton , X vicinity
state  gentucky code XY _county  Fayette _ code 067  zipcode 40510
3. Classification -~
Ownership of Property ‘Category of Property ' Number of Resources within Property
[x | private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district 3 ____0_ buildings
[ ] public-State [ site , sites
[ public-Federal [ structure structures
[ object objects
3 0O Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

na listed In the Natlonal Register ______0___
4, State/Federal Agency Certlification '

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property E@ts [Jdges not National Register criteria. [C] see continuation shest.
i Mje;o - zZ (

Signature of certifying official  David L. Morgan 4 k/ Date
State Historic Preservation Officer, Kentucky’Heritage Council

”

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [_Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

k Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification ' '

I, hermby, certify that this property Is: /)

Ifgentered in the National Register. M é : /
[:]See continuation sheet. W ] «? 4/ 174

Ddetermined eligible for the National
Register. [:] See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

D removed from the National Register.
[ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
> BDOMESTIC; single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

—DOMESTIC; single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Queen Anne; Classical Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __1imegstone A
walls_wood; weatherhoard, shingle

roof asphalt
other plaster, brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[x ] see continuation sheet




8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[(Tnationally [ statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [_JA [_|B [X]C []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 8 [ Jc [Jo [Je [IF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

ARCHITECTURE 1898 (circa) 18938

Cultural Affiliation

na
Significant Person Architect/Builder
na Builder; Combs Lumber Company, Lexington

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[3 see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

[X] see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on flle (NPS).

Dprellmlnary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested ;| State historic preservation office
O previously listed In the National Register ___| Other State agency
L__]previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
[jdes!gnated a National Historic Landmark [:] Local government
[:lrecorded by Historic American Bulldings [ Juniversity
Survey # I B [ other
D recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # _ Kentucky Heritage Council, Frankfort

10. _Geographical Data _
Acreage of property _____approximately 1 acre

UTM References

A|l|6 |Z]l]l QZ|Q§|211;§|LZQ BL:|L|||1|||1||||||
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting . Northing

el Lo e b b bl [» N I A A T AT I S O B

Lexington West Quadrangle (] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

E] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

E] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Christine Amos

organization _Lexington-Frankfort Scenic Corridor, Inc. date _August 1, 1990
street & number _Route 5 Box 365 telephone _(502) A33-5530
city or town __Shelbyville state _Kentucl zIp code 4006S

*U.S.GPO;1988-0-223-918
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The nominated property is the single family residence, meat
house and garage of a diversified farm established at the
turn-of-the nineteenth century. The farm originally
contained over 200 acres, a complex newly-created from two
larger adjoining farms. The acreage historically associated
with the property bore the characteristics of a diversified
farm of the inner Bluegrass region of Kentuckys with land
divided into areas of tillable fields, pastures, and hay and
grass lands, with associated agricultursl buildings and
structures. Within the past decade, that historic landscape
has been extensively altered to meet the needs of a
Thoroughbred horse farm and no longer maintains its
integrity. The nominated land includes only the yard areea,
about one acre in size, delineated by a board fence from the
remainder of the farm. The house and out buildings are set
back, about 50 yards north of the 0ld Frankfort Pike with a
yvard planted in pine and deciduous trees, many of which date
to the construction of the house.

The main houses a contributing building built circa 1898, is
a large, two-and-one-half-story, three-bay, frame residence
with asymmetrical massing and & multi-gabled roof with
fenestration details and wall surface textures that refer to
the Queen Anne and Classical Revival styles; both widely
popular at the end of the nineteenth century. The building
has & cut limestone, random coursed ashlar foundation,
clapboard sidings three interior chimneys with corbelled
caps, and large, single light sash windows. #A steep, off-
center facade gable and side gables have fishscale shingled
ends and doubled windows. Decorative rafters support the
gable cornice. The first floor left (west) bay has a large
sash window topped by a2 semi-circular three-paned window.
Plaster carved in a petal design infills the arched pediment.
A wrap-around, two-bay porch to the east side and front, has
a& concrete base, wood columns atop wood piers, and railing.
The interior of the residence maintains very gooud integrity
with a side-angled, open stairway that has massive newels
with round insets in the front hall and fluted door frames
with corner bullseye blocks. A mantle in the room behind the
stair was removed when the previous owners sold the property
and repleced with a simple frame of wood.
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The meat house, located behind the main house in the rear
vard area 15 a contributing building. It is a tall,; gable-
rouvfed, rectangular building with a single, solid vertical
wood door centered in the front, south-facing gable end;
asphalt roof shinglesji curved verge board trimj dry-laid
limestone foundations a =mall shed addition to the west, and
a larger shed garage to the north. The main building
measures 10’ x 1857 overall and is constructed of corner posts
with notched horizontal ties at sill, mid-line, and plate.
Interior walls are of nailed, vertical planks. The mesat
house dates to the construction of the main house.

The garage is an early 20th century (circa 19220) contributing
building. It is of frame construction with & hip roof,
single vehicle bay facing west with a shed extension over the
double hinged doorsj; board and batten exterior sheathing, and
non-original asphalt roof shingles. The building is
constructed of sawn lumber with corner uprights tied at the
5111, mid~wall, and plate. The hip has notch ended rafters
set on the plate joined to a center vertical post.
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The lLewis Ramsey Jr. House is individually eligible to the
National Register under criteria C, with architectural
significance as an excellent example of the type of
residential architecture built by upper class Fayette (ounty
farmers at the turn-of-the-nineteenth century.

The property is located within a large, comprehensively
surveyed area of west central Fayette County, Kentucky
idenlified as the "0ld Frankfort Pike Corridor". Two rural
historic district and four individual property nominations to
the Natlional Register resulted from the project effourts.

Area specific research concerning the historic themes of
architecture and agriculture within the study area provide
the historic context for evaluating the impourtance of
resources within the area. The following statement of
significance is based upon information contained in the "0Old
Frankfort Pike Survey Summary Report” (Amos;1990),; and upun
survey data from the Fayette County survey contained in
Kentucky Heritage Council files. Fayette County was surveyed
in 1979 with 597 historic buildings, primarily residences,
recorded (outside the Lexington city limits). OFf those,
forty—eight are listed in the National Register and thirty-
three have been determined eligible by the Keeper of the
Register. Comprehensive National Register nomination efforts
have not been undertaken in the county.

Lewis Ramsey, Jr. married Mattie Downs in the late 1890s. At
that time, Lewis’s father, Lewis Ramsey, Sr. owned 1200 acres
of farmland in the areaj the four corners of Yarnallton Road
from the Leestuwn Pike to the 0ld Frankfort Pike. Mattie’s
parents owned additional sizeable acreage to the west ot the
Ramsey tract. As a wedding gift, Lewis and Mattie’s parents
gave the couple more than 200 acres of property that adjoined
both family holdings here, along the 0ld Frankfort Pike. The
Ramseys hired the Combs Lumber Company in nearby lLexington,
to build this residence in 1897. Hillenmeyer Nursery, also
of Lexington, landscaped the property. Unlike mast
newlyweds, the Ramseys were financially able to have builti
for them an imposing house that exhibited popular design
influences. The assistance of professional builders from the
Combs Lumber Company,; pre-fabricated materials used in
interior and exterior details, and a design that combined
Queen Anne and Classical Revival details merged in a
contemporary home that avoided reference to local
architectural tradition. Sixs two-story frame residences
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built on asymmetrical or T-plans with Classical Revival
detaills are indicated in the Fayette County survey. The
design and material details ranye from simple vernacular to
elaborate versions, with the Lewis Ramsey Jr. House being one
of the most ornate and largest.

The location, scale and design contribute to the pruoperty’s
architectural significance by representing the ability and
willingness of prosperous Bluegrass farm owners to articulate
their financisl and social situation through their
residences. Within the intensively-surveyed "0ld Frankfort
Pike Survey"” project area, the majority of residences built
for wealthy farm owners during this turn—-of-the—~century
period are known to have been either built by professional
contractors or designed by local architects. Like the
Ramsey’s, the majority of those whu first owned these
residences were members of long-established area families
creating new country estates and/or rebuilding on old
locations, and professionals establishing gentleman farms*.
Contemporary area properties within the West Fayette Counily
Rural Historic District include the Horace M. Davis house (FA
345) the Henry Bosworth House (FA 334),; and the Albert Shouse
hhouse (FA 338). The design, materials, workmanship, setting
and scale of these residences (like the Ramsey House) express
the material wesalth and imply the social positiun of the
original owner.

The Lewis Ramsey fTarm was established as a diversified
operation with tobacco, cattle and grains its chief income
producers. The farm remained in the family and eventually
transferred tuo the Ramsey’s heir, H.C. Allen in the early
1920s. Allen ocwned one of the state’s oldest registered
herds of Aberdeen Angus. A registered herd was raised here
for about sixty years, from circa 1923 through the 1980s,
whiile owned and operated by descendents of the original
owners. In the early 1980°s the farm sold from the family
and was converted to a Thoroughbred horse facility. All
historic agricultural buildings associated with the Allen
Angus cattle interests were razed at that time.

*The gentleman farmer 1s identified as one who earned a
substantial living from professional as well as agricultursa
pursuits but were gernerally not involved in the labor aspects
of farming.
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9. Bibliographical References

Amoss Christine. '"Lexington—Frankfort Scenic Corridor Survey Summary
Report." Frankfort, Kentucky Heritage Council, August, 1990

Porter, Mrs. Goebel. interview with the authour, 6-18-%90;

Lexington Herald. Lexington, Kentucky: 9-15-1901

10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is indicated by a line drawn on
the enclosed site maps taken from Fayette County Planning Department
aer ial maps.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries are justified as including only that acreage
historically used for domestic activities and that contains the

buildings and landscaped yard area that date to the period of
significance and cantribute to the property’s historic integrity.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 91000121 Date Listed:3/6/91

Lewis Ramsey, Jr., House Fayette KY
Property Name: County: State:

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
i he nomination documentation.

b Anduus s/

Signature of the Keeper Date’of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The Verbal Boundary Description with this nomination was
inadequate (the site plan used as the boundary did not have the
required scale), and the Period of Significance does not extend
to include the contributing garage. Marty Perry with the KY SHPO
has sent additional information with a new VBD (document dated
3/15/91), and requested that the Period of Significance be
extended to 1920 to include the garage. The form is officially
amended to incorporate these changes.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)



NI PR —
MAR-13-1391 14:@82 FROM KY. HERITAGE COUNCIL TO  9-2023439535 P.B1
. o L e 0 U D

KENTUCKY HERITAGE COUNCIL
The State Historic Preservation Office

To AT Ahaus | 20~ 343 Q53
Faom: Maey Peelyy |

PE Lewiy QMSM,] Kowat , fAyerre Co. “J‘{

are: ofis(y

VLD b ol based o4 A ponks , ARCD, willy
i b wnFatiin | |

JeD ¢

The nominated area is defined by a rectangle ABCD which corresponds to the
fence and Old Frankfort Pike that surround the property. Sterting at peint
‘A at the junction between Old Frankfort Pike and the property's southwest
point, the boundary travels 700 feet in a northeasterly direction along the
fence to point B. From B, the boundary travels 200 feet in an east-
southeasterly direction to point C and turng seuth-southwesterly and. travels
700 feet along the fence to the road. At the point of intersection with Old
Frankfort Pike the boundary follows the road, returning 200 feet to the point

of beginning.

" 12th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 Telephone (502) 564-7005

. An equal opportenity emplever  M/F/H
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