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This building was
a stone basement, with qyoins and rusticated window trim of brown ‘sand-
sténe, d wide brlck belt and additicral embellishments of wood. When
first buili it was.a.rectangle.of about forty by seventy feet, contain-
ing two storeys (as it still does) above a basement inserted in a
steeply-sloping site between Benefit Street on the east (above) and
North Main Street on the west (below)., Its roof was and remajns of
decked, hipped form--interrupted originally on one, if not both, ele-
vations by a central pediment at the eaves containing a circular attic
window. This in turn surmounted a 1arge, wide, pedlmented window
treatment directly over the entrance(s). Thé hipped roof was. tepped
by a balustraded deck supporting a cupola or clock=-belfry. This is
the best description that can be made from an old print of the building
as seen from the west (a part of'Walling s 1851 Map of Providence).

;9éstructed in 1760-1762 and is of brick above

Interior accommodations provided for the offices of colonial
government (at that time shared between Providence and Newport) and for
the government's library. On the interior, only one room--the north-
east one an the 1760-1762 building's second floor--fully retains its
original gppearance, although throughout additions, alterations and re-
novations an over-all XVIII-Century manner and type of trim has been
maintained.

In 1850-1851 the tuilding was enlarged and altered by Thomas A.
Tefft, but in a very sympathetic way. He extended forward a new brick
eﬁfiance paV1lion on the west front, with a Tong stair rising to a main
door of Italianate aedicular form but not out of harmony with the older
archltecture. Surmounting this pavilion or projecting bay, he placed
what looks like an adaptation of the old wooden olook ,tower and cupola

originally in the centre of the main block!s roof.

At a still later tlme in the XIX Century further enlargement was
required, and an addltion to the east front was made by‘Alfred Stone.
He brought forth from the old east wall--directly onto the Benefit
Street pavement--a block containing entrance, foyer and flanking rooms,
two bays in depth and matching the original building in height. In his
use of brick, of sandstone rustication ete., he was as careful and under-
standing as Tefft The rbsult is that few people to-day,. unless so in-
structed, are aware that this building has undergone change since 1762.

This structure has been a pgoperty of the 6olony and state since
its inception; it has always been in use and continues to be wellrmain-
tained. <Slans

//\

~o /|

33

SNOITLONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbion [} 16th Century: [] 18th Century (XI 20th Century []
15th Century [] . 17th Century [] 19¢th Century ()

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) '260 1'Z62 ] 850- ] 55 | i:i:.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Approprlate)

Abor |gma| Education O Political - X Urban Planning U
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic O Industry O losophy O

Agriculture O Invention O Science O

Art O Lmeheesge Sculpture |

Commerce O Architecture [ Social/Human-

Communications [] Literature O itorian O

Conservation O Military O Theater O

Music ' Transportation []
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To most visitors or sightseers the attraction of this building will
lie in its historic place as a one-time capitol of the state.of Bhode
Island, an honour shared until 1900 with "the other Colony House in New-
port. It housed the legislature which by a great majority proclaimed
Fhode Island as the first free and independent republic in America on
May L, 1776--two months before ratification of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in Philadelphia. The building now serves the state daily,
though for judieial purposes only.

Others will find the building's architecture alone to bte of in-
terest, for it is a good example of an XVIII-Century building which,
though not large, was intended to be imposing and expressive of the
mg jesty of govermment. In this respect it was successful, aided by its
siting., While no classical orders or really pompous academic adornments
were incorporated into this basically simple building, a certain robust
'and solid quality was given to the brick elevations by the pronounced

quoin treatment of brown stone at the corners and the vigourously rus-

tlcated surrounds of the windows. This same form of trim was wisely
copled in the later additions.

Changed internal use and space requirements have not permitted all
of the interior to remain as first btuilt. However, the one second-floor
room already mentioned which has kept its old trim still gives--with its

. cornice, pilaster and panel decoration--a good idea of an "official
chamber" of the mid-XVIII-Century. Added and rearranged rooms show in
their d€cor admirable understanding of, and attunement to, the build-
ing's known age and style,
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Cady, John Hutchins:

The Civic and Architectural Development of Provi-

dence, 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode 1sland, 1957), pp. 37, 38, L1,
100, 194,
Downing, Antoinette F.:

Early Homes of Rhode Island (Richmond, Virginia,

1937), pp. 95, 110, 118, 157.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Richard B. Harringta,: Consultant

ORGANIZATION

Rhode Island Historical Preservation

Commission

DATE

March 5, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Prov1dence

STATE

Rhode Island

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National ‘Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National (X

State Local [

a

" Title State Liaison Officer

Date March 18, 1971

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

/s/

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

4/28/70

ATTEST: |,

Date

4/13/170
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