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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ford Stone House is located in the rural farming community of Folsom
(population 85) just west of Kentucky Highway 1942 in a region known as
the outer Bluegrass approximately 50 miles north of Lexington.

The house, as originally constructed, faced south; however it has since been
reoriented so that the front is now the north facade.

The structure is 1) stories of cut stone, with large exterior chimneys on

each end. The structure has a rather squat appearance with one small window

on each side of the central entrance on the first floor of the north and south
walls. No bays break the large expanse on the second level. On the gable ends,
however, there are attic windows on the second floor on either side of the

chimney. A side entrance has recently been placed on the east end to the
right of the chimney.

It is thought that the original floor plan provided for two rooms on the
first level. Presently however there is one large open space with an enclosed
staircase on the south wall. The stairway leads to an attic room, which at
one time was plastered. Little is left of the original woodwork except for

a mantel on the first floor east wall.

- The site is surrounded by open fields with no outbuildings remaining. The
boundary is drawn to extend 25' from the north and west walls of the house,

eastward to Kentucky Highway 1942 and southward approximately 75' to encompass
the family cemetery.

. i
1The house stood vacant for many years and suffered from its long

neglect. Fortunately the property recently sold and has been renovated
for use as a residence by the owners.

2The cemetery contains five plain headstones; no names are visible.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ford Stone House is significant as being one of few and possibly the oldest
stone building in Grant County.

Grant County, created by the Kentucky General Assembly in 1820, is located in
the northern part of the state. The topography is undulating and in some parts hilly,
It is a rural county with its county seat, Williamstown, having a population of 2,063.

The Ford House was built about 1820, the same year the county was created. It
has historical interest because of its association with the Ford family who were impor-
tant to the development of that area as early millers.

John Ford, the original owner of this house, emigrated to Kentucky from Virginia
circa 1794. He acquired the land on which this house stands in 1811 and moved into
this area from Bourbon County. Upon his death in 1840, the property passed_to his
son, Elijah. Elijah Ford was killed in 1856 by a slave named Warrick Ford.l This
event made such an impression in the area that most older people in Grant County
even today have a familiarity with the murder, the trial of Warrick, the slave, his
quick conviction, and the hanging, all of which followed in rapid succession. According
to local sources, Warrick Ford and another black were the '"only two men of which any
record is given that were ever hanged by the law in Grant County."2 (Perhaps a study
of the Ford case could elicit information on the justice system as applied to slaves
in Kentucky and the South.)

Although stone buildings dating to the late 18th and early 19th.century are not
uncommon in the Bluegrass and other regions of the state, they are somewhat rare in
Grant County, located some 25 miles south of Cincinnati., The county did not contain
the resources or wealth that produced the quality of building found in the fertile

Bluegrass or in areas immediately south of the Ohio River. The most sophisticated strudures
in design date to the mid to late Victorian period when the railroad came through the

county.

1Although John Ford had died a natural death in 1840, for some unexplained reason
the story of this murder often had John Ford as the wictim:.

2Robert H. Elliston, The History of Grant County, State of Kentucky.
(Williamstown, Kentucky: Printed at the Sentinel Office by E.H. Eyer, 1876).
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ADDENDUM
Ttem #10
Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary is drawn to extend 25' from the north and west walls of the house,
extending eastward to Kentucky Highway 1942, and southward approximately
75' to encompass the family cemetery.
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