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Situated on the massive Ben Osburn---John B. Graves estates, this 
house, like .many others incorporated on that family's large holdings in 
Scott County, has been allowed to deteriorate. The weatherboarded log 
house for many years has been used for the storage of hay.

In spite of this use or abuse of residential property, the log structure 
which was the home of Fielding Bradford at the time of his death, and 
which may have been his home for the duration of his life in Scott 
County, is in relatively good shape. It recently was purchased from 
Graves 1, heirs by a couple who are considering restoration and who are 
known to have a deep interest in history.

The house sits atop a knoll overlooking McCracken Run. It is located 
between the Long Lick Pike, known ;as Reddings Well Road when the 
Bradfords were living, and U.S. 25, known then as the Dry Ridge Road. 
The central chimney of stone protrudes from the one-and-one-half story 
structure, and sheds have been affixed at both sides and enclosed. The 
foundation is of stone, and there is a basement.

A portion of very early wide beaded weatherboarding can be discerned 
on the southwest corner of the house. A room in the northwest corner 
has beaded beams and ceiling hoards. The remaining mantel is set in 
the wall with only the shelf extending beyond the wall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John and Fielding Bradford were the sons of Daniel Bradford of Fauquier 
County, Virginia. In 1779, Daniel Bradford and his son, John, surveyed 
land claims in the area. Among the 6,000 acres claimed by the Bradfords 
were two 1,000 acre grants in Scott County. At least four of Daniel 
Bradford's eleven children settled on these tracts.

Fielding and John Bradford founded the Kentucky Gazette, the first news­ 
paper west of the Alleghenies. They published their first edition in 
Lexington, Kentucky on August 11, 1787. The early newspapers played 
an important role in the history of Kentucky and the development of the 
West. They knit together the scattered communities of literate pioneers, 
molded their opinions, informed them of world happenings and gave them 
a vehicle for verbal expression. They led to a high organization of pbliti- 
cal development and statehood.

Both of the founders of the Kentucky Gazette served important functions in 
their communities. According to J.Winston Coleman, Jr., John Bradford 
also published the first volume of a literary nature to be published in 
Kentucky. "In addition to being a self-taught printer and publisher, John 
Bradford was a mathmetician and a man of considerable mechanical ability 
He was one of the organizers of the Lexington Library, founded in 1795, 
and served as one of its trustees."

Fielding Bradford bought the type for the newspaper in Pittsburgh in the 
spring of 1787, In 1937, G. Glenn Cliff wrote in The Kentucky Press that 
"Fielding Bradford's contribution to early numbers of the Gazette cannot 
be passed over lightly.. . he not only officiated at its birth, but made the 
long and dangerous trip to Pittsburgh for the crude equipment necessary 
for such a venture." Fielding was 20 years old when the first edition was 
printed. He left the Gazette the next spring (1788), married Eleanor Smith 
Barbee and probably shortly after that moved to Scott County. Young 
Bradford immediately became a leader in the Scotc County community. He 
was elected to the State House of Representatives in 1802, 1803, 1808, 
1809 and 1811. He was a gentleman justice on the county court, quarter­ 
master of Trotter's first regiment and father of a productive group of
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#8 Statement of Significance (cont'd)

This house was owned by Fielding Bradford and may have been his home for 
the duration of his life in Scott County. Architecturally, it is significant as 
an early Scott County weatherboarded log house. Historically, it is signifi­ 
cant as the home of Fielding Bradford, one of the founders of the first news­ 
papers west of the Alleghenies, State legislator, and gentleman justice on 
the county court.
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