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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Originally granted during South Carolina's Proprietary period, the 
tract of land which now forms Magnolia Gardens served as the ancestral 
residence of the Drayton family for over ten generations. Yet, this 
estate was not to develop its magnificent gardens fully until the 
mid-nineteenth century when the Reverend John Grimke Drayton decided 
to begin planting numerous specimens of imported Cemellia Japonica 
(1843) and Azalea Indica (1848). After developing tuberculosis in 
1851, the Reverend Mr. Drayton, upon the advice of his doctor, 
turned his whole efforts toward landscaping the gardens and surroundings. 
Although azaleas and camellias are the primary plants within the 
gardens, there are also other varieties, native as well as imported, 
which have been tastefully used as background. Tremendous maqnolia 
trees are scattered throughout the area. Also, paths wind among the 
plantings giving the visitors an exceotional view of the flowers 
and of the wide vistas overlooking the Ashley River. Numerous fresh 
water lakes throughout the gardens serve as a preserve for alligators 
and water fowl. Diked rice fields, a reminder of the orielnal planta­ 
tion's main crop, provide an additional sanctuary for wildlife.

The gardens, given to Reverend J.G. Drayton by his grandfather, Thomas 
Drayton, originally consisted of 1,872 acres but became much smaller 
after the Civil War when all but 390 acres were sold. Of the   -- 
ing 390 acres, 25 comprise the gardens of John Grimke Drayton 
comprise the spacious lawn surrounding an avenue of live oaks 
150 acres are reserved as a marsh and wild fowl conservatory. 
IS-'l, the remaining 199 acres have been used as an ornamental 
nursery, which has become one of the largest wholesale-retail 
in the Southeast. The nursery helps support the gardens.

remain- 
16 acres
and
Since 

plant 
nurseries

.' 'agnolia Gardens has had three plantation homes built on its grounds 
since its beginnning. Both the original and the second home located
triere were destroyed by fire. The present home, built in 1373, is a 
one-and-a-half story stucco construction which fncludes a raised 
basement and tower. High steps lead to a piazza which is supported 
by Doric columns ana enclosed with a balustrade. A two story, stucco 
tower is set in a gable roof which also features gabled dormers. The 
tower is topped by a bellcast roof with finial. Tower facade has
five windows ; three 
House also features 
facade.

on the upper level and two on the lower level, 
a tri-segmented bay window located on first floor

Nomination includes seven wooden slave cabins, the Drayton vault, anc 
plantation house, in addition to the gardens and nursery.

This 390 acre tracz needs National Register status to protect i'c 
against the possiu'ie wioeninc of S.C. .-iic.iway 61 and to make 'cr,:- 
cardens eligible for the newly enacted South Carolina legislation 
wr;ich exempts National Register porperties from the state admissions 
tax.
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Ma thews , one of the first settlers to arrive in the orovince, 
received a warrant for 750 acres of land which eventually became 
part of the Drayton estate and Magnolia Gardens. Located just out- 
s^de of Charleston, a city which attracts many visitors because 
of its historical importance, Magnolia Gardens plays an important 
role in the continued success of the area's tourism. As the only 
private wild fowl sanctuary in the Charleston County area, the 
gardens are significant in helping protect the wildlife in this area 
It is also significant that the Reverend John G. Drayton planted many 
o-, the first camellias in South Carolina and through hybridization 
developed numerous new varieties.

Conservation: Magnolia Gardens is the only private wild fowl sanctuary 
in the Charleston County area. This sanctuary also provides refuge 
for alligators and other freshwater animals..

Landscape Architecture: The gardens created by the Reverend John G 
Drayton are spectacular and their beauty is a constant reminder of* 
his arduous work and dedication. (Attached bibliography provides many 
complimentary articles.) y

Cc^iTe_rce: Magnolia Gardens has greatly helped the extremely important 
tourist trade of Charleston. By extensive publication and promotion 
since 1872, the gardens continue to attract thousands of visitors to 
Charleston each year. The gardens are partially supported by revenue 
from a large wholesale-retail nursery located within the acreage 
nominated. y

The continued propogation of many varieties of Camellia 
Japomca and development of new varities is significant in the develop­ 
ment o, tie floral character so thoroughly associated with the South 
Caroline Low Country. Magnolia Gardens was instrumental in developing 
tne many varieties of camellias that can be found throughout the 
s cate tooay.
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CORNER LATITUDE L/ONGITUDE
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NW 32 o 53 . 10 . 80 o 05   33 - 
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208. 
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1= LII, August 1907, pp. 513-519.
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

NationaJ^/Tgf State Q /Qocal Q

Name V^TV ^ * ^*C   "^^^^

Charles E. Lee / 
Titie Director, S.C. Department of

Archives and History

Date
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South Carolina 45
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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(Number el! entries) MAGNOLIA GAROFNS- 2. Location: Continuation Sheet #1

Bounded north and east by the Ashley River: southeast by parcel 
of land belonging to J.D. Hastie; southwest by S.C. Highway 61; west 
by parcel of land belonging to C.C. Pinckney.
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