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^The designated area comprises some 500 acres and contains some 160 
noteworthy and supportive buildings and six notable landscaped areas. Both 
vernacular and sophisticated examples of architectural styles, from the late 
eighteenth century to the early twentieth century, are represented. The 
vernacular includes workers' housing of the "Cape Cod Cottage" type and 
simplified versions of the Greek Revival and Gothic Revival styles; stone 
metalworking and assembly shops; and small frame retail shops, often con­
verted from housing of the mid-nineteenth century. Sophisticated 
architecture came first in the 1850s: Queset (1854, probably A.J. Downing-
A.J. Davis, "Gothic Villa" style) and Langwater (1859, George Shell, French ijdansard 
style). ' Architect-designed buildings of the 1860s down to World War I 
abound: Oliver Ames II house,.,(1862, George Snell, French Mansard style). 
Unity•Church (1873-75, John Ames Mitchell, Engfish Gothic), Unity Church 
Parsohage (1877-79, Ware and Vein; Brunt, Stick-Queen Anne Style); Easton 
High School (1895-96,' Carl fehm&±, 'Georgian Revival); Spring Hill (1893-95, 
Carl Fehmer, French Chateau); Gate Lodge o!f the Oliver Ames III estate (1894 
Rotch and Tifden, English half-timbered); Post Office-Savings Bank (1904, 
Shepley, Rutan, and/Coolidge, Richardson Romanesque); Louis and Mary Frothing-
ham House - Town 0:^fices (1912, Guy Lowell,y6eorgian Revival) ;y 

/Amid the above are f i v e buildings designed by Henry Hobson Richardson 
for members of the Ames family: Oliver Ames Free Library (1877-83); Oakes 
Ames Memorial Hall (1879-81); Gate Lodge of Langwater (1880-81); Old Colony 

m 
m 

Railroad Station (1881-84); and the Gardener's Cottage of Langwater (1884) 

/Frederick Law Olmsted provided landscape designs for the surroundings of 
Oakes Ames Memorial Hall (1881-32) and created i n f r o n t of i t a public squar^ 
with a Cairn i n i t s center (1882-84 and altered s l i g h t l y c. 1945); the 
grounds of the Railroad Station (1883-84); the grounds of Langwater (1886-87 
the grounds of the Oliver Ames I I I estate (1891-93); the grounds of Queset 
(1891-92); and the grounds of Spring H i l l (1895-96). /' 

Most of the buildings are i n excellent condition. The Railroad Station 
i s i n process of restoration by the loc a l H i s t o r i c a l Society and a preser­
vation grant i s being applied f o r f o r Memorial H a l l , owned by the town. 
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National Register 
Continuation Sheet 

State Massachusetts 

County B r i s t o l 

MASSACHUSETTS 
NORTH EASTON HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Cont. Bovindaries. 

East: by west side of Route 138 from Main Street to northern l i n e of 
property at northwest corner of Elm and Main. 

North: Northern side of Elm Street to Main Street by 150 foot setback, or 
back l o t l i n e s , whichever i s less, except to include the entire 
property containing the town of f i c e s (Frothingham house) and a 
set back of 1000 feet f o r the property containing " S p r i n g h i l l " . 

South side of Canton Street to the west boiandary of the cemetery. 

West: The west boundary of the cemetery and then generally by west (back) 
l o t lines of properties adjacent to Main Street to the northwest corner 
of property facing Main and Lincoln Streets, except for property 
containing "Queset" which has a 600 foot set back. 

North: North l o t lines of properties on north side of Lincoln Street to 
including l o t opposite Reardon Lane. 

and 

South: South side of Lincoln street and Main Streets by approximately 150 
foot set back or south (back) l o t l i n e s , whichever i s less, except 
for Oliver Ames I I I property ("Sheep Pastures") which has a 1000 
foot set back. 

More exact- boundaries can be supplied from the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 
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/ ^ o r t h Easton h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s physically, functionally, and 
aesthetically an extremely cohesive settleit^ent. This unity doubtless 
stems from the fa c t that the v i l l a g e was created largely by one source: 
A resident manufacturing family (Ames) that carried out i t s business (shovels 
and t o o l s ) , housed i t s workers and i t s e l f w i t h i n a small compass, and 
provided i t s e l f and i t s workers with elaborate amenities. I n d u s t r i a l and 
transportation buildings foinn a core, around which lietwo belts: an inner 
one of workers' housing, smaller residences, and c i v i c and commercial 
buildings, and an outer one of large estates 

North Easton i s exceptional among many such p a t e r n a l i s t i c i n d u s t r i a l 
communities i n the qu a l i t y of i t s architecture, landscape design and town 
plan. Henry Hobson Richardson i s here represented by an assemblage of 
f i v e examples of his architecture, each one of which has a dist i n c t c i v i c 
or private function related to that of neighboring buildings or areas. 
Three of his works are either subtly complemented (Old Colony Railroad 
Station and Gate Lod^of Langwater) or dramatized (Oakes Ames Memorial 
Hall) by Frederick Law Olmsted's landscape designs. Olmsted also landscapela 
four of the f i v e estates of the Ames family that form a buffer zone between[the 
v i l l a g e of North Easton and i t s mix-use, unplanned neighbors to the east, 
southeast and northwast. 

Except for the closing-down of the Ames family industry. North Easton 
i s essentially unchanged from the early twentieth century and i s a viable 
community today. 
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NORTH EASTON HISTORIC DISTRICT, MASSACHUSETTS, BRISTOL COUNTY 

1. Greek Revival and bracketed vernacular houses. 
2. Frothingham House (town o f f i c e s ) , 1912, Guy Lowell, Georgian Rev. 
3. Ames Gardener's Cottage, 1884, H.H. Richardson 
4. Ames Gate Lodge, 1881, H.H. Richardson 
5. Langwater greenhouses, 1870-80s 
6. Langwater stables, 1870s 
7. Langwater, 1859: Snell; enlarged 1876, John A^es Mitchell; enlarged 1899, 

Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge. Landscaping, Frederick Law Olmsted, 
1886-87. 

8. S p r i n g h i l l , 1893-94: Carl Fehmer, Chateauesque. Landscaping Frederick 
Law Olmsted, 1895-96. 

9. "Seven Sisters", Ames Company workers' housing, 1840-50s. 
10. Workers' hou'^ing of diverse 19th century styles. 
11. Mansard stable. Gov. Oliver Ames House, 1862 (Original house demolished, r e b u i l t 

c. 1940.) 
12. factory building, c. 1920 
13. Ames Shovel Stone factory b u i l d i n g , c. 1850s. 
•14. Ames Company workers' double houses, c. 1855. 
15. Old Colony Railroad Station, 1884, H.H Richardson. Landscaping, Frederick 

Law Olmsted, 1883-84. 
16. Ames Shovel Company, stone buildings, 1852-1890 and following 
17. Unity Church parsonage, 1877-79, Ware and Van Brunt. 
18. Unity Church, 1873-75, John Ames Mit c h e l l . 
19. Oliver Ames I I House, 1862, Snell, mansard. Formal garden by Fletcher Steele. 
20. Ames Shovel Factory, carriage house 
21. Ruins, Ames Shovel Factory 
22. "Queset" (Oakes Ames house), 1853-54, Davis-Downing, Gothic Revival; addition 

1873. Landscaping, Frederick Law Olmsted, 1891-92. 
23. Site of Hobart Ames House 
24. Amphitheatre of Winthrop Ames. 
25. Oliver Ames Free Library, 1883, H. H. Richardson. 
26. Oakes Ames Memorial Ha l l , 1879-81, H. H Richardson. Landscaping, Frederick 

Law Olmsted, 1882-84, part of piiblic square. 
27. "Rockery" - Public Square-, 1882-84, F. L. Olmsted. 
28. Post Office-Savings Bank, 1904, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, Richardsonian 
29. Workers' housing, Greek Revival and Greek Revival with Gothic center gables. 
30. Governor Oliver Ames School (Easton High School), 1895-96, Carl Fehmer, 

Georgian Revival. 
31. Central Methodist Church, pre 1865 meetinghouse moved from Main St., 1876 

and altered with . ^ t h i c Revival d e t a i l s . 
32. Workers' hous ing. 
33. Oliver Ames, o r i g i n a l house. 
34. Site of old shops, 1804-50s. 
35. Immaculate Conception Church, 1902-04, Gothic Revival. 
36. Canary Cottage (John Ames I I I ) Federal s t y l e , 1820s. 
37. "Langwater Farms" , 1820s, Federal st y l e . 
38. Site of 18th century iron forge acquired by Ames. 
39. Gate Lodge, Oliver Ames I I I , 1894, Rotch and Tilden, half-timbered. Landscape 

Frederick Law Olmsted, 1891-93 (house demolished). 
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Langwater greenhouses, 
Langwater stables, 1870s Langwater, emlaxged 1876, John A^es Mit c h e l l ; enlarged 189©, 

Rutan and Coolidge. Landscaping, Frederick Law Olmsted, 
1859: Snell; 
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S p r i n g h i l l , 1893-94: Carl Fehmer, Chateauesque. Lctndscaping Frederick 
Law Olmsted, 1895-96. 

"Seven Sisters", Ames Company workers' housing, 1840-50s. 
Workers' housing of diverse 19th century styles. 
Mansard stable. Gov. Oliver Ames House, 1862 (Original house demolished, rebuiH 

c. 1940.) 
factory building, c. 1920 
Ames Shovel Stone factory b u i l d i n g , c. 1850s. 
Ames Company workers' dovible houses, c. 1855, 

Ames Shovel Company, stone buildings, 1852-1890 and following 
Unity Church parsonage, 1877-79, Ware and Van Brunt. 
Unity Church, 1873-75, John Ames Mitchell. VG^OJ^O^ • 
Oliver Ames I I House, 1862, Snell, mansard. Formal garden by Fletcher Steele. 
Ames Shovel Factory, carriage house 
Ruins, Ames Shovel Factory 
"Queset" (Oakes Ames house), 1853-54, Davis-Downing, Gothic Revival; addition 

1873. Landscaping, Frederick Law Olmsted, 1891-92. 
Site of Hobart Ames House 
Amphitheatre of Winthrop Ames. 

"Rockery" - Public Square-, 1882-84, P. L. Olmsted. 
Post Office-Savings Bank, 1904, Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, Richardsonieui 
Workers' housing, Greek Revival cind Greek Revival with Gothic center gables. 
Governor Oliver Ames School (Easton High School), 1895-96, Carl Fehmer, 

Georgian Revival-
Central Methodist Church, pre 1865 meetinghouse moved from Main St., 1876 

and altered with Gothic Revival d e t a i l s . 
Workers' hous ing. 
Oliver Ames, o r i g i n a l house. 
Site of old shops, 1804-50s. 
Immaculate Conception Church, 1902-04, Gothic Revival. 
Canary Cottage (John Ames I I I ) Federal s t y l e , 1820s. 
'Langwater Farms" , 1820s, Federal s t y l e . 
Site of 18th century i r o n forge acquired by Ames. 
Gate Lodge, Oliver Ames I I I , 1894, Rotch and Tilden, half-timbered. Landscape 

Frederick Law Olmsted, 1891-93 (house demolished). 
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OMD App ' f . '. l I to . ?Q-Rf>r. 

FEDERAL AZeiSTAlcCE 

ACTION [X| r.?pL!:AT;i;-j 

box) • RE; 0.-;T CF FEDCaAL ACTION 

2. APPLI­

CANT'S 

A I 'PL I -

CATION 

». NUMBER 

b. DATE 

3. o T A i r . 
A ' 'PUCA-
1 I 0 H 
IDENTI-
r i ' i ? 

t . NUMIIHR 

740704')0 
b. D.'JE 

ASSIGNED 

I ' r - . r I ' . i t i t h . i h t ' i 

1974 OB 

Lfave 
Wank 

4 . LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission a. Applicant tb.mt : 

b. Or£3niz.':tlon Unit : 

c. Street/P.O. Box : 

d. City : 

f. Ststa : 

h. Contact Perscn (AVr ;» 

^ telephone No.) : 

7. TITLE AND DE iCR. r 'T iON OF AFPLICAHT'S PROJKCT 

294 V/ashington Street 
Boston «. County : S u f f o l k 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s g. ZIP Coda: 02108 
E]izabeth Reed. Amadon, S.11.P.O. 
(617) 727-8470 

B r i s t o l County 
North Easton North Easton His t o r i c D i s t r i c t : 

Village Lock-Up Development Project, Easton 
"Repair damage caused by neglect of regular repair, 
to repair deteriorated masonry, and to repaint." 
Source of non-federal match i s appropriation Ly the 
To\m of Easton and donated services. 

10. AREA OF HHOJECT IMPACT (A'amcj of cities, conr.tic: 
Statct, etc.) 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

I I . ESTIN-ATCU NUM­
BER or FirtsoNS 
BENErlTlNG 

5,689,170 
13. PROPOSED I L'UDir.'G 

a. FEOES.U 

b. APPL!C.',;!T 

c. ST.'.TE 

d. LOCJ. 

a. CTKER 

TOTAL 

1 , 5 6 2 .00 

1,563 .00 

.CO 

.00 

.CO 
3 , 1 2 5 .00 

14. C O N G R t , i 3 I O N A L DISTRICTS OF: 

b. PROJECT a. APPLICANT 

IG . PROJECT START 
DATE year month day 

i 9 p p . e 

10 
17. PnOJFCT 

DURATION 
3 6 .'.tontht 

13. ESTIMATED D.ATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ^ 

year month day 

19 76 12 22 

. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENI IF ICATION NO. 

0 4 6 - 0 0 2 - 2 8 4 

PRO­
GRAM 

(From 

Catalog) 

a. NUf.?nER 1 5 
b. TIRE 

Historic Preservat: 

t . TYPE OF APPLICANT/RcCIF lENT 
A-State 
B-!r.Urstc;» 
C-SukcUta 

District 
0-Coun!y 
E-City 
F-Sch=ol District 
G-Sp«i5l F i U f i i t 

District 

H-Communrty Action f^f-nci 
I- liighcr tduc3ticn.ll It-,l;i-jlion 
i- Indian Tribe 
K-Oihar (Spccifv): 

Enter ap"ropricte letUr ^ 

2. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Oasic Grant D-lnsuranca 

B-Supjlinsrttal Glint E-Oilicr E„ter avpro- j - I ' 
C-Lci.n priatv Isi l ' . r( i) lA | | 

12. TYPE CF Ac r LICATIOH 
A-f;e.v C-Ravislcn E-AujiriehUtion 
S-Rtn«val D-Conli.iualion r—. 

Enter appropriai* teller A j 

I S . TYPE OF CI IAN; -E (Fo r l i e or I t i ) 
A-lncrcao9 Dollars F-0!lief { S p c c i i u ) : 
B-Decieasc Dolli is 
C-lnc(caoe OuraliOii 
n*D:^crcjsa Duiit ici i 
E-Canceilciisn 

Er,t:r ap:Ko- . [ | j 
priatc I c i u . d ) | _ J J | 

19. EXlSTl.Na FEDERAL IDENTi.- ICATION NUWEiER 

25-75-00239-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO R.'ZCElVu iiEQJEoT (Name, City, Sttte, ZIP cods) 

National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 20240 
21. KEr.lAnKi AOL'tL-J 

22. 

THE 

APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
THAT ^ 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

e. To t;:» best cf my IruwIsJs! end bolitt, 
c&ta in Uiis pro£pj:[ic&tiS'i/£pp!ication ara 
trua and coriect, t)'e docuircnt h i i been 
duly auttisriied by lha gommint body of 
tr.a applicant and the appMcint v.ill comply 
with tha attachc-d as^ursncaa If th * i i a i i t -
anca is approved. 

b. If r r j t i i t d by OMB Ci,-:ul?r A- 'i5 Ihls snplici.lion was sutmitif 
strucliQns thaiain, to tpprcpi:.'.;: clurinshsusas and ell raspc. ^re iltrU,i4: 

(1) 

<2) 
(3) 

Office of State Planning • 
o 
• 

citcclud 

• 
• 

a. TlfPED NAME AIID TITLE 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec, 
Dir. and S.H.P.O. 

b. SIG.NATURE 

-3 
19 

mor.CH day 

76 12 22 

24 . AGENCY NA.ME 

DspartTT^pnt o.€_the-^at€r4©4;-
26. onCA.NIZATIONAL UNIT 

N a t i o n a l Park Service 
27 . A D M I N I S f .•.i. 'E OFFfCE 

Grants A d m i n i s t r a t i o n D l v . 

25- AHPLICA- i'tt'.r raonih day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 77 1 1 4 

20 . FECLHAI. .-. ;- i . lCATION 
IDENTIF ICAf lON 

29. ADDf lESS 

18th & C Streets NW. , Washington. D.C. 202^0 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

I . AWAfiOEO 

• b. REiECTED • 

• e. RHURNED FOR 

AMEND iLiEffT 

• 4 . DEFEKEO 

• • . WITHDRAWS 

sa. 
FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 ACTION 

32. FUNDING 

a. FECCKAL 

b. APPLICANT 

c. .V;ATE 

d. LOCAL 

a. OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

» 1,562, .00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

t 3.125 .00 

33 . ACTION D - ' " Jo 

Yt'Jir rtionth dny 

19 77 2 15 

; 0 , FEDERAL CRAiMT 
IDENTIFICATION 

3-',. Yar r:t,n.'% day 
STARTING 7 7 O 
D A T : ^ l o ' ' ^ 15 

35 . C O ' i T / . C ' 
T ION ( f t , : 

.ri ADrslTIOiJAL INfOKMA-
i^)*d telephone nuuiber) 

36 . 
ENDINrt 
DATE 19 

Xtxr monlh day 

80 2 l / i 

Stephen D. Newman 
(202) 523-5472 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y.a QNo 
a. In Ukh.z e^ova action, a:iy comr.tiiU r^.civ«fd fioni clcstlnglious-v. .era con* 
s.J>r"{. If tnBn<.f ie;|ijnsa i t dua uMa( pravislons ct Part 1, CUO Cii . i.<( A-95, 
it has Icon or It baing inadr. 

b. fEDERAL AGEiiCV A-05 OrriCIAL 
(Same and lcU;KiotiC no.) 

same, iis il'35 

424-101 SVi KUAHlJ lO iKH 4 2 * l-AC£ 1 (!0-7'.> 



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION Do Hot 

Th.1 

Spoce 
1. STAT£ A P P U C A t l O N IDENTIFIER 

73070340 

2. (Keterved for u»c by Slate eeiilrul inj'ormation reception ayeney) 

3. GRANTOR: o . Federo l a g e n c y 

Departirent of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r g o n i z o t i o n o l uni t 

National Park Service 
c. A d m i n i s t e r i n g o f f i c e — ( 1 ) N o m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e s s —Street or P.O. Box 

18th and C Streets, NW. 
Ci ty 

Washington 
Sto le 

D.C. 
Zip C o d e 

20240 
4. FEDERAl AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: 

25-74-00081-00 

o . C o d e ™' North Easton Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t : Oakes Ames 
Memorial Hall Development 

c. Pu'pose The preservation object ive i s to restore the o r i g i n a l t i l e r oo f , re laying 
o r i g i n a l t i l e s on the f r o n t side hips and using new, reproduction t i l e s on the 
seldom seen rear elevations. 

S. GRANTEE; o . N o m e 

Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. D i r . , MA H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
b. A d d r e s s —Stree t or P.O. Box 

294 Washington Street 
Ci ty 

Boston 
Sto le 

MA 
Z ip C o d e 

02108 
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the tingle moat applicable box) 

o . S to le b. In ter- c. C o u n t y d . Ci ty 

ttote 

s • • • 

e . Schoo l 

d i s t r i c t 

f. S p c c i o l 

un i t 

g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

h. S p o n s o r e d 

o r g o n i z o t i o n 

i. O t h e r 

• • • • • 
7. APPI ICAT ION RECEIPT DATE 

Yeor M o n t h D a y 

75 10 24 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

75 I 10 
Doy 

31 

9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h D a y 

75 I 10 I 31 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y e o r M o n t h 

78 I 10 
Doy 

30 
U. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes aa apply to this action) 

o . N e w b. C o n t i n u o i i o n c. S u p p l e m e n t a l d . C h o n g e in ex is t ing g r o n t 

g r o n t g r a n t g r o n t 

( iden t i fy agency i n item 16) (1) Increose in (2) Decreose in (3) Canceltotion (4) lncreo5e($) (5) Decrea5e($) 
d u r o t i o n d u r o t i o n 

• • • • • • • 
12. A M O U N T OF CONTRIBUT ION 

o. F e d e r a l - ( ) ) bos ic ( j ) S u p p l e m e n t o l 

* 9,200 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM ( i f none, clarify in item 16) 

b. S to l e 

t110.800* 

c. l o c o l 

* 
o . P r o g r o n i N u m b e r 

15.904 

d . O t h e r 

$ 
b. S u p p l e m e n t o l P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

14. A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

o. Federa l Budge t Accoun ts 10-58-1040-0-1-405 
b. Publ ic l o w s P I 

89 
Sec. 

665 
Title Sec. P I Tit le Sec. 

C U.S. C o d e 16 U.S.C. 470 
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For fucility grant actions only) 

o-City Main Street, North Easton b. Coun ty B r i s t o l 

16. REMARKS 

*0akes Ames Memorial H a l l Association Special Account 

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054 
STANDARD FORM 240 
J u n e 1 9 7 0 O u r e c i u o f t h e 

B u d g e t C i i c u l o r A - 9 8 


