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Located at 802 Raton Avenue in La Junta, the Wilson A. Hart House is a single detached
structure with two stories. The building materials are stone, brick, and wood, used
to provide support, sheathing, and decoration. The house plan is a hipped roof center
with wings extending in four directions. The north, south, and east wings end in ga-
bles, while the west wing has a low, hipped roof. Each gable has a return with plain
projecting verges and pierced-board friezes.

The stone, brick, and wood are used in an interesting combination. The foundation has
two rows of rock~faced limestone topped with one row of rock-faced sandstone. The
first story consists of red brick set in courses of stretcher bond, but there is a
narrow band of sandstone which encircles the structure and forms the window sills. A
few feet higher there is a second sandstone course that circumscribes the house and
forms the lintels of the windows. The second story is frame covered with fishscale
shingles, some rounded, some squared, all painted white. A projecting band of wood
surrounds the structure beneath the windows, echoing the stone courses below.

The main or east facade is particularly interesting. The first floor has a large
window centered under one gable. There is a smaller window inset on the northeast
corner below an overhang with carved ornamentation. To counterbalance this opening,
there is a small corner window to the southeast in an open, one story entrance porch.
This porch has a mansard roof covered with white, fishscale shingles topped by a wid-
ow's walk with a wrought-iron railing. The porch has seven round, slender columns
supporting brackets, the roof, and a balustrade. The space between the ground and
porch is covered with framed, wooden latticework. Above on the second story is a
Palladian window with plain wooden surrounds and topped by a projecting decoration in
the center arch.

The north facade, which also faces the street, has received an equally interesting
treatment. There is a projecting brick chimney as well as a projecting bay with a
large window flanked by two smaller ones. Above is a boxed, shingled pediment which
extends up to the roof. The pediment is ornamented with a half cirecle from which lines
radiate to the top. Above the small windows but below the pediment are carved wooden
brackets. This facade also has a flat-roofed porch with entrance doors leading into
the dining room and kitchen. The porch has an ornamental fascia board, five square
supports, and a wooden balustrade. Between the ground and the porch floor are more
panels of wooden latticework.

The south and west facades have a less interesting treatment. On the south there is a
round window in the gable and three irregularly placed rectagular windows. The west
wing has a brick chimmey set in the hipped roof.

The house received a few alterations over the years. At the back toward the southwest
corner is a one-story addition which once had an open porch sheltering an entrance in-
to the kitchen. It has been enclosed with tongue-and-groove siding and made into a
sitting room with an outside entrance to the west. The only other alteration has

been the removal of the cresting from the roof.

The interior has seen little change over the years. The downstairs has a living room,
dining room, kitchen, the added sitting room at the rear, and a half bath made from an
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old pantry space. The upstairs has three bedrooms and a bath. All the old oak wood-
work and floors have been left unpainted. In the kitchen a window into the remodeled
porch has been covered and new cabinets installed, but the original wainscoting and
some cabinets remain. The quarter-turn staircase that arises from the front entrance
hall has the original newel posts, handrail, and balusters. Most hardware and the
original sandstone thresholds at the four entrances remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wilson A. Hart House is primarily significant for its architectural features
which represent a bygone era in La Junta's past. The basically unaltered appearance
offers a sense of time and place in the urban landscape and may also serve as an
inspiration for more and better renovation, if not the restoration, of other build-
ings.

The house owes its name and origin to Wilson A. Hart, a well-known bander, insurance
and real estate man in La Junta. He had the house designed and built in 1898 and

then presented it as a wedding gift to his wife Mary J. Hart. (The construction cost
$2,000.) Mrs. Hart lived in the house until her death on August 11, 1942. The Hart's
only child, Robert A. Hart, inherited the dwelling, and rented it to officers station-
ed at the La Junta Air Base during World War II. But the structure acquired a spooky
reputation when Robert committed suicide there on March 25, 1969. After that, the
vines, bushes, and flowers so carefully cultivated over the years grew into a wilder-
ness. In the 1970s the house passed through the hands of several owners until it

came into the possession of Robert E. and Gracia B. Wilson.

The house has the elements of so many architectural styles that it cannot be classi-
fied as belonging to any ome. Yet it is an unmistakable, late Victorian structure as
may be seen in the roof lines, strong chimneys, ornamentation, and the wealth of stone,
metal, and brick details seen throughout. The construction is excellent. The eclec-
ticism and irregularity of plan make the Hart House a surprising, pleasant element in
the landscape.
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Wilson A. Hart was a leader in real estate and financial circles in La Junta. He
came to the city in 1897 and for a short time owned and operated a horse ranch.
Later he became one of the founders of the Buckey and Hart Abstract Company, later
reorganized as the Otero County Abstract Company, and which continues in business
today as the Ark-Valley Insurance and Title, Inc. Hart was president of this firm
until his death. He was also a director of the Colorado Savings and Trust Company

in La Junta. And finally, hewas a member of the local Masonic Lodge, Rotary, and
Elks clubs.

From an architectural perspective the Hart House has more detail, more variety of
building materials, and more irregularity of roof lines and walls than other
structures in the area. It is unique in La Junta.



