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Narrative Description

LOCATION

TheMain Strest Historic District islocated inthe town of Millville, ahistoric industria village in southem
Worcester County, Massachusetts, adjacent to the Rhode Idand border. The town isbisected by the
Blackstone River where anaturd fall of water was dammed to provide power for grist millsin the 18"
century and, later, for textile manufactories, none of which remain intact. There isasmal idand a thetop
of the falls, which was the first ste of industrial development, and bridges spanning the river have been built
a thislocation to link the idand to the mainland. The town's two principa roads are Central Strest, a north-
south route connecting Millville with townsin Rhode 1dand, and Main Street, ahighway (MA Rt. 122)
connecting Millville northwesterly to Uxbridge and southessterly to Blackstone. They intersect just north of
theriver and creste abiaxia plan for the community. Remnants of the Blackstone Cand, completed in
1828, exig on the south dde of the river, including portions of a lock built to bypassthe obgade of thedam
within the Blackstone Cand NRHD, 1995). The Providence & Worcester Railroad operateson asingle
track on the north 9de of the river. The village codescad inthe narrow valley of the Blackstone River
where thes= naturd, industrial and trangportation festures came together.

PLAN OF THE DISTRLCT

The historic district contains mogt of the residentia zonethat developed on the north 9de of the Blackstone
River during the heyday of the U.S. Rubber Company factory in the late 19" and eaxly 20 centuries. The
topography of the Blackstone Valley dopes segply on thissde. The district extends nearly the full length
of Main Strest within the village onits south sde, dong the flatsof the river, and roughly the same distance
aong Lincoln Street/Chestnut Hill Road, which paralel Main Stret farther up the hillside. Chesnut Hill
Road leeds from the village and district core in anorthwesterly and upward direction where it divides from
the Uxbridge Road and heeds north towards Chestnut Hill. Itisan 18"-century route that connected
Millville with Mendon Center, the seet of Millville's mother town. (Millville separated from Blackstone in
1916, which hed separated from Mendonin 1845.) The aredsfirst church, the Chestnut Hill Meeting House
(NR 1984), islocated aong this road about B2 miles north of the village. Lincoln Sreet isthe southem leg
of this early route thet connected Millville with Blackstone.

Main Stret followsthe route of a county road completed in 1831 to connect Blackstone and Uxbridge. This
road pardleed theriver;the Blackstone Cand, which opened in 1828 was dug on the south sde of the river.
The Providence & Worcester Railroad was condructed between this road and the river in 1849, This road

became Millville's Main Stireet and commercia and civic center where it intersected with Centra Street, the

(continued)
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road that crossad the railroad, candl, and river to link the north and south sdesof the village. Three short
dreats connect with thetwo maor thoroughfareswithin the historic district. A leg of Lincoln Street extends
south of the Chestnut Hill Road/Lincoln Street intersection to connect with Main and Centrd dredts.
Properties on Bums Avenue form asignificant portion of the western boundary of the district, and Preston
Strest traversesthe district inits southem sector. The Steof the U.S. Rubber Company factory on the south
ddeof Main Strest and eedt of Central Sireet isincluded in the historic district. All together, the district
contains 148 contributing and 28 non-contributing festures. Itismostly resdentia in character, dthough it
d=0 includes commercia buildings, achurch, landscape dements and industrial archeologica Stes.

TheMain Strest Historic District represents a significant concentration of historic resourceswithin the
larger community of Millville. Natural and artificial barriers, the Blackstone River and the Providence &
Worcester Railroad, in particular, have served to distinguish thisdistrict from the rest of the village on the
south sde of the river. The demolition of historic buildings, recent dterations to the intersection of Centrd
and Main dreets, and the elevation of the bridge crossng the railroad have served to exaggerate this
sparaion. Asaresult, asingle, unified historic district cannot be effectively esablished in Millville.
Rather, itis necessary to delineste non-contiguous districts in the northern and southem sections of the
town, and perhaps, other isolated individua properties or districts in other digoersed locations. The Central
Street Historic District on the south sde of the river was the first of these significant areasto be nominated
to the National Regigter of Historic Facesin 2002. Thisnomination of the Main Stregt Historic District
recognizes the distinguishing characterigtics of the other.

Thedistrict contains avariety of distinctive examples of industrial worker housing, built both sngly and in
groups, that represent the period when Millville's economy and community boomed a the end of the 9%
century and the beginning of the next. Thisdevelopment occurred in Sagesthat serveto define the historic
district.

THE DISTRICT IN J831

John G. Metcair sMap of Mendon, published in 1831, depicts agreater concentration of industries and
dwellingsin Millville onthe north Sde of the Blackstone River than on the south sde. (Fig. 1) Esk PFitt's
wool manufactory, established in 1818, and Alexander Wilson's saw mill and ax and scythe foundry are
depicted on the north Sde of the river just eedt of the crossing. Pitts and Wilson hed homes just north of
their busnesses West of the bridges, there was agore and ahouse named for Maoses Buffum, Esk Pittss
son-in-law and bugnesspartner. All these features were dong the river within the goace between the
Blackstone and the road, including acemetery and adistrict school house. Metcalf smgp antedated the
completion of the county road, now Main Strest, in 1831, athough the arrangement of the housssin this
Foace Aggeststhat its exigence was anticipated. In particular, the brick. Federd-style, Moses Buffum
House wes of the crossing (214 Main . MHC #47, PHOTO 1) and the Gresk Reviva-style Esk Ritts

(continued)
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House to the eedt (186 Main St. MHC #45, PHOTO 2) were clearly constmcted to face this new highway,
which replaced the meandering, hillside route as the principal axisof the village. Connecting with the larger
industrial centersof Uxbridge to the west and Blackstone and Woonsocket, Rhode Idand to the eedt, this
road sarved as the gateway into Millville and eamed the distinction of its Main Stredt.

Many of the dwellings represented on the map represent the traditional mral architecture that defined the
aeaprior to industrialization. The two-story Mellon/Mary Benson House located near the intersection of
Chegnut Hill Road and Lincoln Street hes the gppearance of a farm housewith its large centra chimney and
andler kitchen ell. (8 Chestnut Hill Rd. MHC #19, PHOTO 3) Smdler one-gtory versons of this dassc
New England house form are located a various points aong the old road, notably & 82 Chestnut Hill Road
(MHC #12, PHOTO 4) and 19 Lincoln Street (PHOTO 11).

With the river and the town's first woolen mill on the south and the stylish new housesof Millville's
ambitious industrialists, this corridor was the defining dement of the emerging 19 -century factory village.
Theold road on the hillside with its older rural and newer laborer dwellings, provided an gppropriate
backdrop conveying a senseof the dendty and socio-economic hierarchy characterigtic of the mill village
landscagpe. Secondary housing gppeared on the south Sde of the river, linked to the center viathe two
bridges interrupted by the idand where the town's first grist mill was built inthe 18" century. Onboth Sdes
of the river, this early concentration quickly disntegrated into the existing rura landscape.

THE DISTRICT IN 1854

Within twenty short years, between the publication of Metcalfs magp and another atlasin 1854, industrial
and residentia development had shifted to the south sde of the river. Millville grew condderably in the
yearsthe woolen industry expanded under the direction of Moses Famum, who bought the water privilege in
1845 and consolidated and increased the woolen production in the village. Famum had mede afortune in
the manufacture of wool cloth in Blackstone, and he expanded his enterprise upriver. The 1854 magp depicts
the new woolen mills on the natural idand intheriver,as well as on the new "idand" created by the section
of the Blackstone Cand that skirted the falls on the south Sde of the river. New dreats and lots had been
platted south of this new facility and the areahed filled inwith not just with houses, but dso churches
dores, and ahotel. The Providence & Worcester Railroad had been condructed on the north Sde of the
river in 1849, but the tracks of a competing railroad organized by Mases Famum connecting Boston with
New York was servicing the south sde by 1854. Fortunes hed shifted, and the prominence of Main Stregt
and the north dde of town had been clearly eclipsed.

Comparatively, Main Street and the north sde had experienced very little growth. The scythe works were
the only industry north of the river that had survived; Essk Pitts's early wool manufactory had been mede
obsolete by the improved technology of the new mills. Fander houses had been built on Main Sreet snce

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Man deat HD
Millville (Worcester), MA

Section number Z Page

1831, dthough their owners names and those of existing properties hed changed . Names that would
continue to be prominent on the list of property owners were prevaent: Thayer, Southwick, Aldrich,
Fairbanks, and Wilson. Some of the neameswere repested on more than one property indicating thet redl
edate speculation inrenta properties had begun to be asignificant part of Millville's loca economy. A
newcomer named Charles H. Hetcher had gopeared in town as the owner and operator of adore a the
intersection of Lincoln Street and Chestnut Hill Road. (5 Lincoln . MHC #20, PHOTO 17) This large,
two-story building with shop goace on the ground floor and residential Spece above, isarare surviving
example of Gresk Reviva-period commercid architecture in the region. The faBade with its front gable
endosed with entablatures to create apediment and apillared porch recessed under the second story (now
encdosed) ae particularly distinctive features. Fletcher would play an important role in the growth of the
village later.

The pogt office was located next to Hetcher's store, and a blacksmith shop wes acrossthe dreet. Therewere
two liveries on Main Stregt Stuated near the P&W depat, al of which indicate that Main Street hed become
more commercialy-oriented Snce the arrival of therailroad. A building identified as Darling's Hall wes
adjacent to the train station, apparently with apublic function. Future mgps atest that ahotel or two were
soon to come. None of thesebuildings remain. Millville's population center had clearly shifted, and
athough the highway and the railroad were still prominent, the north Sde became asscondary area A new
school was built in 1850 on the north Sde of theriver but on the south Sde of thetracks. The fate of the
first schoal isnot known for sure, but some people in town have identified the house a 16 Lincoln Street a5
being that building. (PHOTO 14) New housesof Millville's dlite citizens were built on the more gently-
doping grade of the south sde of theriver, beyond the Boston & New York Railroad crossng. This area
wes cdled "The Heights' as if it was suburban. The more mgged landscgpe on the north sde could not
clam thisdistinction.

By 184 more specidized and economica tenant housing for workers had been introduced into the village.
The most common house type was the one-story double house. Each unit had athree-room floor plan with
besament and attic pace. They were atached end-to-end, each with their own distinct fafade and entrance.
This design wes an early attempt to maximize lot use and compress more than one living unit into one
building. Two houseslocated a 162 and 166-168 Main Stret (MHC # 39, 41, PHOTO 5) represant the
long, low double houses popular in this period. These houseswould confinue to be built and function asa
housing dtemative inthe district into the 1880s (In fact, thosethat still survive confinue to serve that
function, dthough the smaler ones have been enlarged and dtered to achieve current living sandards)
Soon, larger two-story houses were constmcted ether to provide more goece for tenants who could afford
better living conditionsor to creste more units for lower incomeworkers. In thisearly period, forms and
facades often replicated large houseswith degp plans, gable roofs and symmetricalfive-bay,center-entry
facades. A typical, two-unit example islocated & 252 Main Strest (MHC #15, PHOTO 10). Smdl sngle-

(continued)
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family dwellings ranged from the two-story, front-gable housewith modest Greek Reviva-style roof edge
entablatures, wide comer boards and decorative full-front porch & 164 Main Strest (MHC #40, PHOTO 13)
to one-gory, two-room cottages, such as atenant house assodiated with eaborate temple-front
Aitts'Fairbanks House and located & the reer of the property on 16 Lincoln Street, which may have
originated as aschool housa (PHOTO 14)

THE DISTRICT IN 1870

Moses Famum became overextendedfinanciallyand was forced into bankmptcy, which threw Millville's
economy into adepresson.  Unemployment was widespread. Edward S Hall leesed the water privilege
from Famum's creditors in 1854, and atempted to restore the budaness, and the village, to profitability, but
devdopment dowed. The portion of Millville south of the river hed continued to expand into land west of
the bridges and between the river and the railroad. The north Sde experienced virtually no growth & al. By
the time the county atlaswas published in 1870, Centra Street was clearly the village's man atery. It even
wes labded "Main &t." on the Millville insat. The principa route leading west from the new commercid
core on the south sde of the bridges was named Uxbridge Road. Traveers no longer nesded to crossto the
north sde to gat to that destination. One important function of the 1831 county highway had been
compromised. A whole new neighborhood hed sretched out dong Uxbridge Road (now Ironstone Street),
and by 1870 it had become larger than the entire extent of the north sde.

That which was built in this period was pattemed upon thosethat preceded them. Double houses endured,
notably apair that were gopeared a thistimea 8and 12 Lincoln Street (MHC # 21-22) PHOTO6) The
form of thesedwellings were recognizable from an earlier erg, dthough the decoration adong their eaves ad
entries were new. (The entry of #8 is sheltered by an ornate cantilevered hood that may have been added
later.) Two-story tenements aso continued to be built, such as the two dwellings perched on the hillsdeon
the north sde of Lincoln Street behind an older farmhouse type. (21 & 23 Lincoln Siret PHOTO 11)
Thesehouses, as well as those located & 29 Lincoln Street (PHOTO 9) and 12 Chestnut Hill Roed (PHOTO
12), indicate the increasing dengity of the district s well as the diminishing goece dlocated to individual
working families.

THE DISTRICT IN 1887

The Panoramaof Millville, published in 1887, depicted afew disfincfive additions to the north sde of the
village. Mogt obvious, inthe background of the view on the hillside above Lincoln Siret ae overly large-
scded imagesof . Augusting's Catholic Church (1881) and itsrectory (1885; 13 Lincoln &. MHC # 23
PHOTO 6). The wood-frame, Romanesque-style building with apronounced front bell tower represented
the large presence of Catholics, notably of Irish descent, in the community. Prior to the creafion of this
parish, congregants were forced to travel to Blackstone to atend mass. The siting of S. Augustine's Church

(continued)
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a the northem fringe of the village suggeststhat Irish workers were concentrated there and demondratesthe
working-class characterization of the neighborhood. Itisat the opposte physical and socid polefrom
Millville's Episcopa church, designed by renowned architect Richard Upjohn andfinancedby mill-owner
Edward S Hall in 1849. Methodist, Presbyterian and Lutheran churcheswere dso located on the south sde
of the river. S. Augustine's church was desiroyed by firein 1969 leaving aconspicuous void in the village
skyline. A new, lower building was built in 1970, tucked into the hillside and largely hidden from public
view. This property with its surviving rectory is included inthe district.

Two large buildingsare pictured on the north 9de of Main Street opposite the traindepot. They ae
gpparently hotels or boarding houses assodiated with the railroad, the highway, and the mills. Such
buildings would have provided rooms to transents, but they would have a0 been placeswhere angle
factory workers would have boarded These buildings are additiona indications of the increesing dendty and
changing character of the streat from ashowplace of early industrialists homesto amixed-use, working-
dass zonewith commercia and resdentia functions. A number of large buildings are dso ddinested on
the south Sde of the dreet, which may have been commercid or multi-family dwellings. None of these
buildings remain, making this difficult to discem conclusively.

The panorama dso illustrates the remarkable resurgence of industrid activity inthe smdl village. In 1877
the Woonsocket Rubber Company purchesad the water privilege from Edward S Hall and procesded to
convert the existing woolen mills to make felt boot linings. They dso built anew facility on the north Sde
of the river to be the heedquarters of the Lawrence Felt Company. In 1882, thanks to the incentive of a
lucrative tax abatement, the Woonsocket Rubber Company built ahuge rubber boot factory downstream
from the Lawrence mill. It was a C-shgped, four-story brick stmcture with along section with more than
forty window bays oriented aong the river and two legs of ebout half the sze extending out towards Main
Sireet. There were stair towers on the insde comers and a powerhouse with atall, tapering square chimney
in the center. The facility was more than twicethe Szeof the Lawrence felt mill, which was located just to
the wedt. In addition, there were numerous sscondary buildings including a sscond, smaler mill and
powerhouse eedt of the plant and an office. A railroad gour ran on the north sde of the building. The office
isthe only feature that hes survived. (MHC #44, 01 PHOTO 23) The Lawrence mill was destroyed by a
hurricane that devagtated the village on Sgptember 21, 1938, and twofiresin 1976 and 1978 desroyed
Woonsocket Rubber Co. mills. Thisevent left atragic void inthe landscape of the village, but the Steis
included inthe district as an archeologica resource and a symbolic reminder of this pivotal component of
the architectura, economic and socid history of north Sde of the river.

The new employment generated by the mills attracted scoresof working familiesto Millville, and new
housing was crested to accommodate them. The concept of worker housing hed changed dramatically by
the 1880s, and the new houseswere dramatically different than the traditional double houses and tenements
that remained from earlier inthe century. Construction occurred throughout the village, but on the north

(continued)
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dde of the river, only arow of about adozen workers cottages had been constmcted on the south sSde of
Main Stret by 1889. Charles H. Fletcher was the first to bring the expanson of worker housing to the
district. Hetcher had been the proprietor of the gtore a the intersection of Lincoln Stregt and Chestnut Hill
Road, and dthough he hed shifted his commercia enterprise to Centra Street, he had amesssd a large
amount of property during the village'sdegpresson and had begun constmcting commercia and residentia
buildings on both Sdesof theriver. Thewhimsical syles of his persond resdence and other cottages onthe
eedt 9de of the river reflect Fletcher's optimism for the village, as doesthe UDOR Tower, an antique-
looking sone cylinder that concedled awater tank that supplied his now-demolished Centrd Srest Sore
block. (Sse Centrd Street Historic District National Register Nomination Form.)

The Main Street cottages presented a one-gtory, front-gablefaBade to the highway, but the doping
topography there exposed their basements on the rear (south) Sdes. These small, single-family dwellings
were to become the sandard house type inthe village for skilled factory workers and craftsmen. They ae
represented invirtually every industria village and city throughout New England and are one of the most
distinctive examples of worker houses from this late-19"-century period. Two of the houses Hetcher built
have survived & 147 & 149 Main Street. (PHOTO 16)

THE DISTRICT IN 1898

By the time the next mgp of Millville wes issued in 1898, Main and the other the dreets on the north Sde of
the river had built out significantly. New lots hed been crested between the existing mra houses on
Chegtnut Hill Road and tenant housing constmcted. Most of these were the one-gtory, front-gable single-
family cottages Charles H. Fletcher and other speculators had been building throughout the village.
(PHOTO 12) Hetcher hed platted lots dong new dreets named Hetcher Avenue (now Bums Avenue) ad
Wanut Street on previoudy open land on the west edgeof the village. Burns Avenue connects Main Stregt
and Chestnut Hill Road, and arow of smdl cottages were built there. (PHOTO 15) Thisisone of the few
aessin the village where aplanned development is goparent.  The uniformity of the architecture is till
pronounced in spite of the inevitable dterations resuling from recent owners persondizing their dwellings.
Sfill the characteridtic late-19"M-century feBade features, such as omamented roof edges, three-dimensiona
door and window surrounds and daborate wood soop hoods, have been largely preserved. Fletcher's
deveopment goreed west dong Walnut and Main dreets, dthough mogt of the cottages here have been lost.
(This area hes been excluded from the historic district.) Another local developer, Williard Wilson, owned
similar houses on the north end of Bums Avenue and on Chestnut Hill Road wherethetwo Stregts
intersected. (PHOTO 12)

Anaother significant new development of houses occurred on the eest Sde of the district dong Preston Street.
This connector between Lincoln and Main dregtsisvisible in the 1887 panoramic view of the village, but
the houses there now hed yet to be congiructed. The Six housesthat were built on the segply doping drest

(continued)
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were part of a housing revolution that occurred in Millville with the arrival of the Woonsocket Rubber
Company. (PHOTO 19) By 1887, the company had begun aplanned workers community on the south sde
of theriver a the eestem end of the village on Hope and Prospect dreets, later known as Banigan City, in
deference to the rubber company's owner, Josgph Banigan. (Banigan City isnot included inthe Main Street
Historic District.) With this project the company introduced aprogressive two-story, two-family house to
the locd architecture. Carried over into the houses congtructed on Preston Stredt, the design reflected the
innovative domestic planning that had begun to teke place in larger industrial townsin eestem New
England. Living goaceincreasad in areawith more rooms having functionsand levels of privacy thet
reflected contemporary life-styles and progressive idess about affordable housing. The large, rectangular
plans were contained in free-standing buildings with four exterior walls for improved naturd illuminafion
and aossventilation. Commonrooms- i.e., parlor, dining room, and kitchen hierarchically ordered front-
to-back - were digned dong one sde wall and private bed chambers dong the other. A bay window
distinguished the parlor on the front; it was baanced by the front entrance ornamented with aporch. These
dwelling unitswere dacked two, three, and sometimes four high inasingle building. Insome cases they
were a0 joined Sde-by-gde in an even larger building.

It was the two-gory, two-family verson of the modem, stacked-flat house that was built to creste Banigan
City, and it was that mode house that was adopted by local gpeculators and built throughout the village in
the yearsthat followed. The most notable devalopment of these houses outsde of Banigan City was built on
Preston Strest; the tall buildings were sepped down the hillside creating adense, urban drestscagpe.
Another was built a& 35 Lincoln Streat (MHC #25 PHOTO 9) a the heed of Preston Street, and a matching
pair were built & the eest end of Main Strest (132 & 134 Main Street MHC # 35-36 PHOTO 18)

Thetraditional double house plan form perasted as an option in the Millville architecturd catdog, athough
those condructed in this period were larger and more stylish than their predecessors, and they likely
incorporated many of the domestic innovationsthat were developed inthe flats. Twoidentical largedouble
housesa 36 & 40 Lincoln Street, (MHC #26-27) just eedt of Preston Street, were built around the same time
a5 the devdopment of two-familyflatsoccurred there. Curioudy, these houses were designed in an old-
fashioned Gothic Revival stylewith large central gable wall dormers and bay windows on their front
facades (PHOTO 7) A more contemporary interpretation of Gothic design was employed on the double
house that was d<0 buiU a 128 Main Street in thisperiod. (MHC #34 PHOTO 8)

THE DISTRICT TODAY

The Blackstone River was the source of Millville's exisence. It provided water power for its early mills,
which determined the history of this industria village. Theriver valey was dso an important transportation
corridor that linked Millville with neighboring towns and the regiona industrial economy first by road, then

(continued)
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by cand, ad later by railroad. With acrossing esablished & Millville in the 18" century, the village
became an important, if small, regiona transportafion nexus. However, the river aregted adivisonin
Millville thet crested two sgparate geographic parts, particularly as the intermediate zone was widened by
the cand, railroad, factory dtes, and modem highway. The Segp terrain on the north sde of the river
restricted growth, and gradudly the village center, which had originated on the north Sde, shifted to the
south sde of the river where the geogrgphy was more accommodating to expanson. What was the source of
Millville's early devdlopment later diminished in importance.

The district experienced aresurgence of development and community when the Woonsocket Rubber
Compeany built ahuge boot manufacturing facility on the north sde of the river. Many new housss were
condructed and commerce prospered on Main Street. The entire town experienced atremendous boogt, but
it was short-lived. When the mills daosed in the early 20" century, leaving the town bankmpt, a Sate-mn
municipal financecommission saw fit to remove many vacated commercid buildingsfrom Main Street and
Centra Avenue. The mills were destroyed by fire inthe 1970s leaving atremendous void between Main
Street and the river and symbolizing the tragic and irreversbleend to Millville's rich but turbulent industria
history. Like the Central Strest Historic District on the south Sde of the Blackstone River, the Main Stregt
Historic District comprises asignificant portion of Millville's historic architecture that cheracterizes
significant dagesin the deveopment of this notable industrial village landscagpe. There have been srious
loss=sin the industrial and commercia contexts of this history, but asignificant amount and range of
domedtic architecture survives to represent Millville's rolein the exceptiona industria heritage of the
Blackstone Vdlley.

Archaeological Description

While no ancent Native American dtes are recorded inthe district, Stes may be present. Two Stes ae located
in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental characteristics of the district represent saverd locationd
criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable indicatorsfor many types of Native Stes.
The district includes severd well drained, level to moderately doping terraces, knolls, and other landforms
located within 1,000 feet of the Blackstone River. All of Millville and mog of its neighboring towns are part of
the Blackstone River drainege that flows southerly to Narragansett Bay in Rhode Idand.

In gpite of the high potential for the presence of ancient Native American resourcesin the digtrict, the potential
for locafing significant Native resources is moderate.  Intensive industrial and resdential deveopment precUides
the survival of mod types of Native American resources such as camp dtes and village type Stes Impects
related to construction of mills, resdences, railroads, cands, roadways, power-line corridors and other utilities
would have hed an adverse effect on most ancient Native American resources that may have been located inthe
district. Find spots, smdler type stes, fragmented portions of archaeologica stesincluding deegply buried
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artifact concentrations, and truncated festures may survive within the district; however, itis doubtful larger, NR
eligible Stessurvive. Larger stesand many smdler Stesthat existed within or extended into the district have
been destroyed.

Documentary resourcesindicate precise locations for numerousresidential, commercia, and industrial resources
in the district that ae no longer extant. Giventhat informafion, ahigh potential exigts for locating historic
archeeologicd resourcesinthe district. Since many residentia and industrial resources extended below existing
grades a the time of their use, many of these resourceslikely survive as archaeologica resources.

Unfortunately, sysematic archaeologica survey and testing has not been completed in the district and surface
evidence of potentia archaeologicd resources have not been identified making the designation of criterion D
ingppropriate a thistime. The potentia for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the digtrict isvery high
and with additional research, criterion D should apply.

Inifial industrial and residentia settlement began inMillville on the north Sde of the river, within the district,
and continued there through the first half of the 19th century. The 1831 Map of Mendon clearly shows a gregter
concentration of indugtries and dwellingsin Millville on the north Sde of the Blackstone River than on the
south Sde. After 1854, industrial and residenfia settlement shifted to the south Sde of the river. Potentid
resdentid gtesinthe district may dateto the early 19th century, possibly including farmstead assodiations a
first, then increasingly focused resdentia usagetowards mid-century. Multifamily resdentiad Stesdating to the
last half of the 19th century should exist. By cal887, anumber of commercid and mulU-family dwellings are
known on the south Sde of Main Street, none of which survive. Structural evidence of outbuildings and
evidence of occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may d0 exist, however, a an increesing
urban neighborhood developed, these types of features may become less common.

Industrial archaeologica resources represent the best documented resources inthe Main Street HD.  Stmicturd
evidence may survive from the Collins Cgoron Gristmill(ca.l 750), the eariiest documented mill on the north
ddeof the river eedt of the bridge. Structural evidence from Alexander Wilson's sswmill and blacksmith shop
(cal808) may d=0 survive on the north sde of the river. Wilson began making scythes and axesat thislocation
by cal 808. By 1834, the scythe works wes the lagt industry surviving on the north Sde of the river. Inca 1814,
Esk Fitts built acarding and spinning mill aso eedt of the river crossing within the district. After economic
decline on the north sde of the river inthe mid-1S9th century, two large scale industrial operations were
condructed on the north Sde of the river eedt of the crossng and south of Main Street. Inca 1877 Lawrence
Fehing Company was built just eedt of the river crossing, then inca 1882, the Woonsocket Rubber Compaii s
was built downgream of the Lawrence Mill, dso on the north Sde on the river. Two devadaing firesin 1976
and 1978 dedtroyed both the Lawrence Felting and Woonsocket Rubber Company Mills. A vecant lot remains
a the dte of the two mills today.

With the exception of the Collins Capron gristmill, the location of the mills discussed above can be determined
with some certainty. Stmctura evidence of eech mill may survive as well a segments of the complex water
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power sysem that deveoped through the 19th century between the mills. No development hes ocurred inthe
aea after the FeUing and Woonsocket Mills burned, indicafing evidence of earlier mills and water power cands
may survive beow gradeinthis arean Stmcturd evidence of outbuildings assodated with the mills and
occupationd type features, especidly industria trash arees may a0 exis.

(end)
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Narrative Statement of Significance

SUMMARY

The Main Strest Historic District is significant as an intact and distinctive architectural and archeological
aeain the Town of Millville that representsthe expangon of this early industrial community during the mid
19" to early 20* centuries. The Main Stregt Higtoric District is significant as an intact and distinctive area
in the Town of Millville that representsthe expandon of this early industrial community during the mid 19"
to early " centuries. Thedistrict isnominated a aloca level of significance under National Register
CriteriaA, B, and C in aress of Architecture, Community Planning and Development, and Industry. The
approximately 85-acre district contains 148 contributing properties and 28 noncontributing properties with
124 contributing buildings and 25 noncontributing buildings;, 22 contributing Sites; 2 contributing structures
and 1 noncontributing structure; and no objects.

The history of Millville pardlds that of many industrial towns in the Blackstone River Valey, which is
generdly acknowledged to be the cradle of mechanized textile manufacturing in America. The town was the
location of one of the first mill Steson the Blackstone River. The fallsthere were harnessed to power a
grist mill in 1732. Themill was built on an idand & anaturd fallsinthe river and initiated further
devdopment and speculation in industry over the next two centuries. The village grew and prospered (or
not) with the ebb and flow of industridists fortunes. One of the earliest woolen mills inthe region was
edebHshed in Millville in 1814. Numerous ventures followed as manufacturing facilities expanded aong
both banks of the river and crowded the smdl idand. Gradualy, these enterprises were consolidated into
larger and larger entities, still producing woolen textiles, and Millville evolved into a company town. The
Woonsocket Rubber Company purchased the water privilege in 1877 to produce felt boot linings. 1n 1832 it
opened amodd rubber boot manufacturing facility that resulted in aprosperity the town had never
experienced. The company merged with eight other domestic rubber manufacturers to form the U.S. Rubber
Company in 1893.

Initially, acommunity grew where aroad bridged the river. Endaves of multi-family worker housng
gppeared on the north and south Sdes of the Blackstone dose to the industries. The loca dlite erected large,
stylish homeson the "heights® farther south. When the successof the woolenmills created ademand for
more housing, construction began on the north sde of the river where the topography was degper and less
inviting. During the heyday of rubber boot manufacturing, the hillside between the old and new county
roads- Chestnut Hill Road/Lincoln Strest and Main Stredt, respectively - filled inwith houses, morethan
doubling the sze of Millville's worker aress. Much of this housing wes in proximity to the new factories,
which were on the north sde of the river. Although it was essentidly a one-company town for mogt of its

(continued)



»e>S Foon 10-900-«

United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Main Street HD
Millville (Worcester), MA
Section number —a Page —Z

history, worker housing inthe historic district was built by loca speculators rather than the companies
themsdves Thisresulted inadiversity in architecture that hes provided aremarkable collection of
working-class houses, especidly for atown of Millville's sze.

BACKGERAND

SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH PARISH, TOWN OF MENDON

The earliest settlement of EuropeansinMillville is assodated with the granting of the large Mendon tract in
1667, but permanent occupation did not begin occurring there until the early 18* century. It was during this
time that town records document Samud Thompson building agrist mill on the idand inthe Blackstone
River that isnow under the Central Street bridge. The indudtria potentid of the fallsa Millville was
recognized early, well before most other dtesaong the river. Thompson bargained with the Town of
Mendon, of which Millville was then apart, to build abridge from the idand to the north Sde of theriverif
he agread to maintain the bridge he hed built to the south sde. With the mill and crossng in plece, the Site
atracted more industrial endeavors, and Millville became aprocessng center for agricultura produce for
the region between Uxbridge and Blackstone, which was known then as the South Pearish of the Town of
Mendon. The Blackstone River flowed completey through the South Parish, which distinguished it
consderably gpart from the northem section of the town.

The Southwick family first settled inwhat isnow Millville, and the name remained prominent in the town
into the twentieth century. Other early families, notably the Bensons and Darlings, are identified with
Chegnut Hill and the north sde of the river. Coallins Caoron established afarm just south of theriver onthe
wes dde of theroad leading from the mill. (The two-story, center-chimney house he built a 40 Centrd
Strest ca 1750 remains as the only surviving landmark of the 18" -century era of thevillage'shistory.) It is
assumed that similar dwellings were soaced dong Central Street, fronting degp farm lotstypical of the
region in that period. Asfarmsmultiplied acrassthe rolling, loamy landscape south of the river and through
the stony uplands on the north sde, Capron built asscond grist mill eest of Thompson's mill and thebridge
on the north Sde of theriver. Thisendave on the Blackstone emerged as the rural community's trading
center. A medtinghouse for the South Parish wias built farther north, towards the Mendon town center in
1769 but the attraction of the river could not be denied.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE BLACKSTONE VALLEY, 1790-1845

Once English prohibitions on colonial manufactures evgporated following the Revolutionary War,
enterprisng industridists in Massachusetts and Rhode Idand quickly capitalized on the power potentia of
the Blackstone River. In 1790, Samud Sater retooled an old fulling mill in Pawtucket, Rhode Idand to spin
cotton thread, and by all accounts, introduced the first mechanized sysem of textile production to America.
It was not long after that textiles manufactured from wool, cotton and silk were being produced in small

(continued)
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towns throughout the Blackstone Valley. Providence merchants were investing heavily in the industry, and
their influence goread up into Massachustts al theway to the river's heedwatersin Worcester.

Millville was no exception. A fulling mill was buiU on the idand along sde Thompson's grist mill during
the lagt yearsof the 18" century. Alexander Wilson operated asaw mill and ablacksmith shop on the north
dde of the river. Wilson began making axes and scythesin 1808. Thisindustry grew to be amaingay of
Millville's economy in various locations and different ownerships after Wilson's death in 1842. In 1814
Esk Pitts erected asmall building neer Capron's grist mill in the developing complex of indudtries onthe
north sde of the river where he utilized water power for carding and spinning wool. Thisfacility hesbeen
sad to represent the first woolen mill on the Blackstone River, even though Fitts then took the threed to a
ghop on his farm where it was woven into cloth. Fitts continued the busness until he died twenty years
later, taking his son-in-law, Maoses Buffum, into partnership in 1823. Collins Cgpron erected anew sone
mill on the south sde of the river, eest of the bridge, in 1825. Severd dories high, it contained what may
have been the first mechanica loomsin the town. It doesnot gopear that cotton textileswere ever produced
in Millville. By 1835, asatinet factory was built onthe idand and operated by Thayer and Fairbanks. 1t was
known as the Idand Mill. Wool remained the sole raw materia for manufacturing there until rubber was
introduced in 1882.

The continued growth of industry in the Blackstone Valley relied on improving transportation between
sources of supply and markets. In thisregion, Providence, Rhode Idand was the port where rawv cotton
arrived and the commercid center where finished cotton and woolen goods were sold. The Blackstone
River was not navigable, particularly after damswere constructed to power mills, and roads were poor. A
plan to build acand between Providence and Worcester, M assachusetts ws first introduced in 1796.
However, Boston merchants and sate politicians rgected the idea of linking Worcester and other
Commonwesdth townsto Rhode Idand. Pressureto build acand perssted until the Blackstone Cand was
opened in 1828. It pardleed the Blackstone River and connected the industrial townsinthe valey from
Worcester, Massachusatts to the Narragansett Bay.  Industridists in Providence, Rhode Idand, led by
Nicholas Brown, financed the construction of the waterway. Brown and Thomeas P. Ives, ancother cand
promoter, were partners in the Blackstone Manufacturing Company, indicating that one of the main reasons
for the waterway was to convey raw materias andfini shedgoods more efficiently between Blackstone and
Providence. Ironically, the cand closed twenty years later amid digputes over competing interests between
the mills and the cand company over water supply. It was replaced by arailroad.

The Blackstone Cand isan integral part of Millville's river corridor. Boets traveled on an open stretch of
river eedt of the town before entering the cand on the south sde of the river. In thissection, alock lifted
boats over the fallsand dam a the idand. The cand passed under the Central Street bridge and boats re-
entered the river again upstream. Connected as it was to two sections of the river, the cand formed a
ssoond, Szesble idand downgtream of the falls. It was onthisidand that Collins Capron's woolen mill
becamethus located, as well as other factories that would be congtructed in the future. Surdy, the cand

(continued)
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contributed to the early years of Millville's industria development and played aroleinthe siting of new
buildings. Itweas an important link for the town with Providence and Worcester, as well asthe rest of the
Blackstone Valley indudtries. Agriculture inthe region dso benefited from the cana. Manufacturing
facilitiesin Millville and Blackstone cregted a strong demand for wool, and shegp-rasng wes a significant
component of local fann production. Farms dso raised caitle and hogs and produced dairy products, fruits
and vegetables for market, which was greatly expanded by the connection of the Blackstone Candl.

CONSOLIDATION OF WOOL MANUFACTURE, 1845-1877

The soene changed dramatically inMillville in 1845 when Blackstone wool manufacturer Welcome Famum
took over the factoriesintown. Wecome Famum was bom in 1795 in Uxbridge. His father, Moses
Famum, a Quaker, owned afarmstead north of the Friends Meeting House there. At age nineteen, be
worked first & the Whitin Mill in Wrentham, Massachusetts, and then as an overseer a the Belfont Mill in
Pawtuxet, Rhode Idand. In 1822, he and his brother Darius rented goace and water power in aWoonsocket
Falsmill where they ran two setsof cardsand looms. For five years they made high quality wool satinetsat
this location, making aprofit of $16,000 and effectively began Woonsocket's woolen industry. 1n 1825, the
Famum brothers purchasad land and water rights and built amill on the Blackstone River just north of
Woonsocket in Massachusetts: Their wood-frame "Red Mill" in Blackstone went on to produce fine satinets
renowned in the region. The mills expanded and company tenements formed the new village of Waterford,
which later became Blackstone. The Famums opened their "Green Mill" in 1828, and the red brick
"Mammoth Mill" in 1836. Hard times followed the Panic of 1837. Darius Famam died in 1840. Then in
1845, Welcome Famum purchased the entire water privilege a Millville including adl the indudtria
buildings, tenement houses and outbuildings on the dtes. Heraised the dam doubling the water power.
Famum renovated the existing Collins Cgpron Stone Mill on the south sSde of theriver and built anew brick
building eet of it, inwhich he ingtdled 15 sats of woolen meachinery. He operated the other budnessesas
well.

At this point, Famum was worth over one million dollars. Hiswoolen busness was the largest operation in
sole ownership in the United States His presenceinMillville promised grest sucocessfor the town. Itisdso
notable that Millville became a one-company town with Famum consolidating the diverse industries dong
the river into asingle enterprise. Y e, this occurred a atime when Farnum was evidently growing
disenchanted with manufacturing and withdrew his attention from the busness. He tumed his sghtsto
railroad building. The Providence & Worcester Railroad opened in 1849, servicing Millville as aregular
dop. Itwes largely aRhode Idand enterprise; an extenson of the Blackstone Cand Company organized by
many of the same Providence capitalists who incorporated the Blackstone Manufacturing Co. and the cand.
Chartered in 1844, opened in 1847, it provided convenient and economica transport for townsand
companies formerly sarved by the cand, and it didn't compromise water rights.

(continued)
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Wecome Famum built acompeting linein the same year, which he named the Norfolk County Railroad.
The Norfolk County lineinitially went eest from Blackstone to Boston, then west to aterminus in
Thompson, Connecficut, which was completed in 1855. Famum's god was to extend the railway to the
Hudson and then to the Erie, Pennsylvania, cod fields. When this larger scheme failed to aitract investors,
Famum bought controlling interest in the Providence & Worcester Railroad. He was voted president of the
company and devoted increasing amounts of histime and fortune to that business. In 1855, the first coa-
buming locomotivein Americawes introduced on the line. By thistime, Famum's woolen busness,
drained by excessve expenditures inrailroads, hed failed. By 1857 Wecome Famum was financially
mined. Famum sold his interest inMillville's water privilege to Edward S and Charles E. Hall in 184, ad
the producfion of woolen satinet continued goecein Millville.

From the very beginning, Millville's industrial economy was dways turbulent. There were periods of lay-
offs, work soppages, bankruptcies, and droughts that brought machinery to ahalt, sometimes for months a
atime. The unpredictable nature of the manufacturing busnessin Millville probably limited the extent to
which the town expanded and prospered, adthough the histories of other Blackstone River Valley towns,
even the larger ones, are not that dissimilar. After about 17 yearsof operadon, Edward and Charles Hall's
wool enterprise was serioudy indebt. They had mortgaged the property to New York City department store
meagnate A.T. Stewart, and in 1871 he foreclosed. The mill shut down leaving many of Millville's citizens
unemployed. A partnership was formed by Harrison Bliss, F.H. Dewey, Adam Thayer, E.D. Thayer, and
Emory P. Aldrich, all of Worcester, that purchased the property and water privilege in 1872. The Idand
facility on the south sde of the river was leasad to James Smith who reopened the mill in June 1873 after 18
months of idleness. 1t produced wool cassmeres Power on north sde was lessed to Josgph W. Preston
who usd it for production of shoddy and flocks. The old Capron grist mill wes leased to Charles M. Childs.
Immediately after the mills reopened, a serious drought had dowed the mills to three-quarter time by
November 1873. To make meatters worse, the old sonemill built by Collins Cgpron in 1825 (Millville's
first textile mill) bumed the following Febmary. Three men lost their lives and thejobs of 250 workers
went up insmoke. Thistragedy was exacerbated by agenera depresson inthe region. Low prices,
reductions inthe sale of products and oversocked markets forced dowdowns throughout the Blackstone
River Valey. Inaddition, acounty commission deemed the dam Wecome Famum built in 1845 was
stimcturally unsound. Thelr judgment was confirmed when the dam broke in October 1875. The breech was
quickly patched and disagter was averted; however, it wasjust one of many distressing events. The
Woonsocke: Petriot reported, "Millville ssams to be an unfortunate village. Fres and failures, failures and
fires, have marked its history for many years™

(continued)

' Quoted m Joe Doherty, " A History of Blackstone: 1820-1900," in Blackstone, Massachusetts: A Toan History Througli 1995,
Thomes J. Bik, ed. (Blackstone: Blackstone Historical Commission, 1995), p 66.
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MILLVILLE'SMODERN INDUSTRIAL PERIOD, WOOL TO RUBBER. 1877-1933

Redlizing thet the town's declining wool industry nesded aboog, the Town of Blackstone, which was
organized when the South Parish separated from the Town of Mendon in 1845, enticed busnesses to
rdocate in Blackstone and Millville with tax incentives. Beginning in 1878, new companies would receive
full tax abatement on al improvements for fiveyears™ Thisinducement was devised after the Idand factory
complex and water privilege was sold in 1877 to Josgph Banigan and Lyman A. Cook, partnersin
Woonsocket Rubber Co. A large new factory was congmcted on the north sde of the Blackstone River ad
equipped with eight pickers, thirty-eight snglewoolen cards, and five setsof double felt cardsfor the
manufacture of felt for boot linings. The Lawrence Felting Co. supplied linings to the Woonsocket Rubber
Co., one of the largest producers of rubber footwear in the United States The opening of this mill quickly
revived the economy of Millville. In the sameyear (1877), the Mansfield Scythe Works closed. It was
replaced by the Oriental Worsted Mills, which produced cassmereswith four setsof mechines

The lureof Blackstone's tax abatement program was too enticing for mbber king Josgph Banigan to ignore.
In 18382, the Woonsocket Rubber Co. built ahuge modd facility eest of the Lawrencefelt plant. Banigan
was an Irish immigrant from Providence, Rhode Idand. 1n 1860, a& ege 21, he got ajob working for a
manufacturer of rubber bottle soppersin Boston, where he was soon named manager when the busness
reorganized as the Goodyear India Rubber Bottle Stopper Company. Banigan retumed to Rhode Idand in
1866 where he founded the Woonsocket Rubber Company with two partners. Their initial products were the
rubber parts for washing machine wringers. Shifting to rubber boots and footwear, the company boomed.
Banigan quickly becamethe largest individua importer of mbber in the United States, and he mede frequent
trips to Brazil where he bought his rav materiads. Millville recouped its economic vitality with the
gopearance of the Lawrence Felt Co. and other smdler factory busnessesinthe late 1870s, but when the
Woonsocket Rubber Co. plant opened in 1882, the town experienced prosperity it had never imagined
possble.

This euphoriawas short-lived, however. In Febmary 1885, lessthan three years after the plant opened,
workers were informed that they would receive pay reductions of 10 to 40 percent. Laborers immediately
went on strike and formed aunion.  Strikers retumed to work three weeks later after Banigan threatened to
close the doors and walk away from Millville. The company fired a many as 40 union sympathizers. Upon
learning this, all union rubber workers again left their benches and walked out. The company hired scabs,
who were harassed and driven from town by strikers. The strike continued through the summer, but many
workers had retumed to work by October. New employees took the place of others. The union hed failed to
win concessons. Resistance to managament ebated and the factory avoided more dismptive labor disputes.
In 1893, the Woonsocket Rubber Co. consolidated with eight other domestic mbber manufacturers to form
the U.S. Rubber Company. Josgph Banigan led the merger and was dected the company's first presdent. It
was the second largest producer of rubber products after the B.F. Goodrich Company.

(continued)

Doherty, p 70.
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Representatives from Millville petitioned the Town of Blackstone in January 1916 to separate and establish
its own government. Among the ressonsfor this action was that Millville had established its own separate
socid and reigious centers, that itsindustrial economy was independent from the rest of Blackstone, and
that Millville was not fairly represented in Blackstone town meetings. When the Blackstone sdectmen
voted to reduce spending, Millville felt that serviceswere cut intheir community. The town paid to connect
Blackstone to the Woonsocket water sysem but would not alocate fundsfor improvements in Millville.
The final straw was when the expense of laying sdewaks in Blackstone was expected to be home by the
enfire town. The Massachusetts Legidature endorsed the petition, but the govemor vetoed the initial
legidation. The legidature was forced to override the governor's objection to support Millville's desire for
autonomy. OnMay 21, 1916, acrowd of 10,000 persons paraded in celebration of Millville's creafion.

The town's independence lasted barely more than adecade. The local factory economy dowed after the
First World War, and the effectsof the Depresson were experienced early inthe Blackstone River Valley.
U.S. Rubber closed itsMillville plant in 1929, which devadated the community. Adding insult to injury, the
company agpplied to have itstax assesament lowered, Snce the factory was no longer in operation. The town
redized that to lose its most significant taxpayer would cregte havoc with its finances. When denied by the
Town of Millville, the company gppeded to the Massachusatts Board of Taxes and wonitscasa The town
was directed to reimburse the tax it had collected from the mbber company, which forcedit into bankmptcy.
A municipa finance commission was created by the Commonwedth to administer Millville's finances.

Notable dhanges occurred during the deven yearsMillville was under the supervison of the municipal
finance commission, but they were not entirely positive ones New constmction was & a standstill in
Millville; people were abandoning buildings rather than constmcting them. Unemployment was extremely
high. Stores and budnesses closed; vacancy ratesincreased. Many of them on Main and Centrd sreets
wererazed. A new concrete bridge was congtructed spanning the river and idand in 1938. Surdly, this
project was intended to remove an obsolete transportation Sructure fundamental to restoring the town's
economic hedlth, but it made many of Millville's historic industria Stes dong theriver and on theidand
below inaccessble

In 1944, the gaterestored sole goveming power back to the town govemment. With the coming end of the
Second World War, the town's economy  shifted further awvay from the traditional industria besa Millville
could no longer providejobs for mogt of its resdents, who were forced to find work in neighboring towns.
Spurred by the increased demand for housing following the war, Millville, like scoresof other industria
towns inthe region, began the gradud but inevitable transition to abedroom community. Thiscondifion hes
contributed to the preservafion of the village. The distinctive 19"-century homes of the town's industria
and busness elite, as well as the modest, affordable dwellingsof the working dass have continued to serve
their functions and retain the historic plan and gopearance of the community. The mills, factoriesand
rallroad facilities are all gone, but the long history and significant moments of Millville are still discemable
dong itsdredts.

(continued)
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THE ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT

When Samud Thompson and the selectmen of the Town of Mendon built bridges across the Blackstone
River neer hisidand grist mill sometime during the second quarter of the 18" century, the location had
accrued dl the infrastmctural components of amral industria village, and it can be sad that history of
Millville began. A regiona road was dreedy in use paraleling the north sde of the river, and shortly after it
pass=d near the bridge, it intersected with anortherly route that led to the town's principal settlement &
Mendon Center. The road hugged the geep hillside. The crossing alowed the settlement to goreed into the
more hospitable intervale south of the river. Yet, the first commercia and industrial development occurred
adong thisroad and a the intersection. The successof Millville's industrial Sterelied on the land routes that
led toit, and they funneledinto the north sde.

EARLY HOUSES

Except for the road, none of these 18" -cantury features remain visible on the landscgpe. Physicd
components of early industrial and transportafion history are ephemerd. The rapid growth and progress of
American industries during the 19 century recycled and transformed old Stes until they were
unrecognizable, even insmall mral townslike Millville. Located inthe Blackstone Valley, industridization
in Millville occurred early and grew to an intensity unusud to most communitiesitssze. Yet, as late as
1831 when John G. Metcalf published his very descriptive map of the town of Mendon, the early
organizafion of Millville was still discemable. The original grist mill dte isdepicted on the idand west of
the bridge. CoUins Capron isreputed to have built assocond grist mill on the north sde of theriver eedt of
the bridge later in the 18" century, but it does not gopear on the map. However, asav mill, woolen
manufactory and forge are indicated in that location. Alexander Wilson had established the sawv mill and,
later, the forge where he made axes and scythes from 1808 to 1842. Esk Pitts had opened the woolen mill,
Millville's first, in 1818, and after his degth twenty yearslater, his son-in-law, Moses Buffum, confinued the
busness Thethree men's homes were located ebove the Stes on higher ground.

About ahaf-dozen dwellings were identified a the crossoads, in addition to those belonging to Fitts,
Buffum and Wilson, there were thase where Mdlen Benson, Atwood Cady, David Wilson, and George Wall
resded. Ther location suggest that these men were involved in occupations associated with the
abovementioned enterprises. Judt as many other dwellings were goread out along the eestem leg of the
road, including ablacksmith shop identified with Benedict Shawv. There dso were adistrict school eest of
the intersecfion and the community cemetery on the west, which further defined the area as the center. No
housss were mgpped west of Benson's house a the intersection. Thisdde of the river was the more
important until the new county road and the railroad opened and impeded accessto the river pushed new
deve opment towards the gentler topography on the south sde of the river. Asthe woolen industry
expanded, new homes for managers, workers, and merchants soread out there, and acommercid digtrict

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Main Sreg HD

Section numbBer 8 Eage 5 Millville (Wor cester), MA

emaged on the south gde of the bridges. Churches followed suit.  In 1831 one store and the post office
were located on the south Sde of theriver. By the timethe next mgp was published in 1854, this shift was
more clearly evident.

Moses Buffum's distinctive. Federd-style brick houseis extant adjacent to what remains of the old town
camgeay. (214 & 220 Main &.. MHC # 47, 201 respectivdy; PHOTO 1) Although aplague mounted on
the house regigers aconstmction date of 1812 to the house, the orientation of its degant facade to the new
county road suggessthat it may have been erected doser to the time of the highway's anticipated
congtruction in 1825. Thiswould a0 coincidewith the time Buffum married Essk Pitts's daughter and
entered into apartnership in the woolen manufacturer in 1823. The highway was omitted from the 1831
map, which has been its estimated date of completion. Ritts is credited in lobbying the town to pay for the
congmction of the new road, which was intended to improve land-based travel between Blackstone ad
Uxbridge. The gate had been withholding gpprova of a longstanding plan for a Blackstone River cand
becauseit beieved it would mostly benefit the Rhode Idand economy. Political resstance wes futile; the
cana was built and wes functioning in Millville by 1828. With its completion the impetus for the new road
surely diminished.

A socond degant 19"-century house is oriented to this new road south of the crossroads. The two-story,
Gresk Reviva-style resdencewith amonumenta Doric porch is sited prominently on the north Sde of the
highway. (186 Main S., MHC #45, PHOTO 2) Locd higtorians have presumed that the house was built by
Asa Farbanks who isidentified as the occupant on amgp published in 1854; yet it might have been
congmcted by Esk Pitts prior to his degth in 1838. The pretension of the architecture and its location
overlooking Pittss mill and the highway he ardently promoted is suggedtive of his ownership. The
Fairbanks family was established inMillville by 1831, and the firm of Thayer and Fairbanks hed built a
sinet factory onthe idand in 1835, which operated until Moses Farnum purchased the water privilege in
1845.

Both of these fashionable village housesrepresent Millville's trangtion to amodem, 19™"-century industrial
village. They evince an architectura tagte that transcended the rural vemacular and was clearly linked to the
industrial economy and society Soreading through the Blackstone Valley from its sourcein Providence. By
contrast, the only other building in the Main Strest Historic District surviving from those depicted on the
1831 map isan example of therura originsof thevillage. Mellen Benson, a self-described farmer, owned
the housein the 1830s, and itstwo-story, center-chimney form with kitchen ell, epitomizes farmhouse
architecture intheregionin the late IS™ and eariy 19" centuries. (8 Chestnut Hill Rd., MHC #19, PHOTO
3) Itsplain form and style are defining characterisfics; omament is limited to the center entrance, which
with its atenuated, trabeated surround suggests acongtruction date between 1800 and 1825. The
coincidence of this dwelling located on the north sde of Chestnut Hill Road near the Moses Buffum House,
built & essentidly the same time, goeeks convincingly of the significant changes occurring in this period.
The Buffum House presented its back to the old road and to the Benson House to face, ingead, the new road
in an indication of the transforming spatid hierarchies being put into place.

(continued)
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This coexigence of mral and industrial architecture would perseverefor the next few decedes particularly a
the fringes of the growing industrial center. Three samdler farmhouses, two located farther west on Chestnut
Hill Road and one on Lincoln Stregt illustrate the persstence of traditional mral architecture in Millville.
The two westerly oneswere built between 1831 and 1854; the third, easterly one did not gppeer until after
1854. The Day House is aone-gtory, center chimney housewith kitchen ell located a the western edge of
the digtrict. (82 Chestnut Hill Rd., MHC #12. PHOTO 4) TheLinley House & 18 Chestnut Hill Road
(MHC #18) and an unnamed house a 19 Lincoln Stregt are very smilar.  Each has aroofline decorated with
pronounced comices and an entry with heavy trabeated architraves in the then-popular Gresk Reviva style.
(Features of thehouse a 19 Lincoln Stret have been obscured by added siding materidls) Famsthisdose
to the village were Sited on geep hillside land that was not very arable. Theterrainwould have lent itself to
shegp grazing, dthough not much dse. These houseswere gradudly absorbed into the industrial economy
of thevillage. Their later owners were local soeculaors in industrial housing who rented all or part of the
dwellings to mill workers. In the last case, tenaments were later constructed on the property.

WORKER HOUSNG

A number of Millville's pre-industrial landowners and their heirs profited from active trading in villagered
edae as the demand for housing and sarvices in the village became manifest. Not only were existing mral
houses recycled into worker dwellings, but new tenant houseswere constmcted, particularly after 1845 when
We come Famum purchased the water privilege, consolidated the wool manufacturing enterprises, ad
simulated increased textile production. There was no concerted effort or conceptud plan to this
devedopment, and it would continue in ahgphazard and gooradic manner over the next century. In this way,
Millville lacked the grand scheme of a Hopedde or the samdler planned housing devd opments found in
Blackstone, Uxbridge and many other townsin the valey. In Millville the scde of development was much
smdler, with groupings seldom exceeding two or three buildings. Until the Woonsocket Rubbber Compeany
gopeared on the soenein 1882, none of the mill owners invested in worker housing. Up to thet point,
Millville's production level and economic bese was comparatively small and ungable. For this reason,
architecture in the village never assumed the proportions or pretension of larger industrial centersand a
certain dement of vemacular informality was preserved.

Double houses

New congtmction first occurred in the district neer the existing factory Stes. The oldest of these ssams to be
adouble house a 166-168 Main Street. (MHC #41) (PHOTO 5) The original one-story dwelling comprised
the centra ax bays of the present building, three for each unit. Numerous additions have resulted in
creating amuch longer building and, perhgps, additiona dwelling units. Reputedly built in 1832, the two
haves of the house are divided by aproperty line with eech owned by a separate, dosenteeowner. The
Southwick family owned the west half; theirs isaprominent name inloca land records. The eedt half
bdonged to Merrill S Smith, of whom nothing isknown. Smith dso built atwo-story, front-gable house on
for his family on the east 9de of the same property further illustrating the practice of constmcting additiona
dwelling units for tenantsto persond property. (164 Main . MHC #40 PHOTO 13) A neighboring
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duplex to the et was condructed about the same time in asimilar manner. (162 Main S. MHC #39,
PHOTO 13) It was owned by the Trask family, another of Millville's speculators, and housed two tenant
families.

Similar to other examples on the south sde of theriver, these one-story duplexes were the first type of
industrial worker housing to gopeer in Millville. These buildings contained two dwelJing units arranged
dde-by-sde. A gable roof spanned aplan that was two rooms degp; dormers that are present on mod of the
surviving examples are usudlly later additions. Typically, there were three rooms on the main floor and an
atic chamber. In most cases separate entries were paired in the center of an overdl six-bay fagade. The
house a 166-168 Main Strest (MHC #41) was designed in thisway, athoughthe duplex & 162 Mam Strest
hes its entrances centered in the feBade of each unit. These dwellings represented the affordable housing of
the day and were built with an economy of materias and amenities. Asliving Sandards and desgn tegtes
evolved over the years, thislevel of housing never became obsolete. However, those that have survived,
auch asthetwo duplexes inthe Main Street Historic Didtrict, have done 0 & the expense of their
architecturd integrity. Additions and plan changes were anecessity to their continued use

One-gtory double housss continued to be built inMillville during the mid- and lae-19 century, even after
more innovative and commodious multiple-unit house fomiswere introduced. Apparently, there wasa
range of housing that workers could afford, with there dways being those who could only meet the expenses
of aminimal dwelling. Asmany as eight additional houseswith this plan fonn have been inventoried dong
the old road in the historic district. The location of these houses sudained the hierarchy of goece and
housing, established early in the district's development, that focused secondary deveopment in aress behind
the new road where the grander houses and larger lotsof the factory owners were intended. Three gopeared
in arow on Lincoln Street neer the center after 1870, of which two remain (8 & 12 Lincoln &. MHC #21-
22, PHOTO 6). Theselater houseswere of a larger scde Being 1Vz-gories in height, there was more
headroom for attic chambers, and their hillside Ste presanted their basaments a grade in the rear making
those goaces more inhabitable.

A pair of double housssbuilt farther eest on Lincoln Stret & the end of the century are quite disfinctive
architecturdly but late inthe evolutionary pattem of worker housing in Millville. (36 & 40 Lincoln S.

MHC #26-27, PHOTO 7) Built & the same time as more modem two-deckerfl atswere being constmcted
on neighboring Preson Street (ca. 1890) by locd gpeculators, these double houses perhigps were included to
presarve the scaeof the Lincoln stregtscgpe and the gatus of this secondary street. Whatever the reason, the
two large double houses built by Millville's undertaker John Conway, are omamented in a Gothic Revival
syle with pronounced central cross-gable dormers and three-sided bay windows. And in spite of the double
house form's declining atus, these buildings were clearly of a better sort. A sscond John Conway, who
was classified as alaborer in the 1900 census lived in one unit of a stylish double house a the eest end of
the digtrict (128 Main . MHC #34, PHOTO 8). Built & the same time as the others, it was desgned in a

(continued)
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more current Quean Annetaste. Renting the other half would have subsdized his cogt of building and
maintaining the house and alowed for aworking dassfamily to own property.

Two-story double houses and tenements

A one-gtory housethat probably originated as a double house located on the north sde of Lincoln Street hes
its besement exposed to aregte atwo-gtory front faBade. (29 Lincoln & PHOTO 9) By acertain point in
the late 19" century, speculators introduced amore substantia and formal two-family house with a two-
gdory,five-bayfacade with centra entrance that masked the tenant datusof the building. Thefirst of this
housetype to be built in the district is located a& 252 Main Street a what was the westem edge of thevillage
a the timeof its constmction, 1854-1870. (MHC #15, PHOTO 10) It was presumably built by carpenter
Danid G. Cook, who resded there with his family in 1870. With two full Sories of living goece itwasa
better sort of dwelling that successful tradesmen and craft workers could afford. The two dwellings thus
conceded, improved the building's visua satusin the neighborhood. Other double houses and tenements
(buildings with more than two living units) were consgmcted in this fashion, notably two in cul-de-sac of f
Lincoln Sret. (21 & 23 Lincoln &. PHOTO 11) Thisgrouping is Sited behind one of the older
fannhouses (19 Lincoln St.) and shows arare indance in Millville of acommon urban prectice of creating
two tiersof housng on alot to intensify the number of dwelling unitsin working-class arees

Astime progressed, these housesincreased in 9ze and shed their single-dwelling gppesrance. A large two-
family house was buiU a 37 Chestnut Hill Road (MHC #17) between 1870 and 1886 that illugtrates the
trangtion. (PHOTO 12) Itstwo-story faBade isvertically divided into two distinct parts capped by shed
dormersin theroof Therewas no intent to disguise the function of the house. Other omament was
redrained. A commodious house, it nonethdessindicated its datus as atenant abode. An Irish day laborer,
Francis McManus, weas cited as its owner in 1886 red edate valuafions. He evidently occupied one half of
the housewith hiswife, son, and daughter-in-law. Hisson, Francis, aso worked as aday laborer; the son's
wifewas employed as amilliner. Turrie Olsen, a Swedish bootmaker employed by the Woonsocket Rublber
Co., rented the other half of the housewith hiswife. A four-unit tenement & 11 Preson Stret, (MHC #
115) built between 1870 and 1886 is alater verson of the two-story double house, combining two two-
decker plan-formsinto asingle, consolidated, four-family unit. (PHOTO 21)

Single-family cottages

The options for worker housing in most New England indudtrial towns included asmall, single-family
dwelling where more affluent skilled workerswould have resided. A large number of these houses were
built in the district during the era of the Woonsocket Rubber Company. Thistransformation begen in 1877
when the water privilege was acquired by Josgph Banigan and Lyman A. Cook, partners in the mbber
company, and alarge new factory was condructed on the north Sde of theriver for the manufacture of felt
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for boot linings. The mbber boot factory was opened five years later south of the Lawrence plant. Not only
did the town's labor force grow consderably, but anew era of improved worker housing was ushered in.

The front-gable cottage became a conspicuous component of Millville's domestic architecturein this period.
(PHOTO 12)

By the mid-19'~ century, the now-ubiquitous 1/2-gory, front-gable cottage was introduced into Millville's
domedtic architectura catalog. The dwelling likely hed itsorigins in earlier Greek Reviva-syle housssof a
middling or lower sort whose characteridtic festure was the orientation of its gable end to the dreet to
gpproximete the Classcal temple fomi. Thetwo-story house assodated with Merrill S Smith & 164 Main
Street is an example of a middhng dwelling. (MHC #40, PHOTO 13) It was built between 1831 and 1854,
with most of the historical Greek details removed for less pretense and more economy. Hisson and
namesskewho later lived there was amachinist. Upon Lincoln Stregt, further to the rear of the village plan,
there isasmall, 1 Vzdary, front-gable housebuilt in the ssmeera (16 Lincoln S PHOTO 14) Fee of
nearly al embelishments, only the form of the house and geometry of the facade remained to express the
syle. With two rooms front and back and acentra-chimney in the dividing partition, this one-family
cottage was aharbinger of the worker dwelling that would become commoninthe coming years Itis not
known who lived here, historically, but the heed of household would have been more likely to have beena
laborer than ameachinist or craftsman. Historic mgps assodae this cottage with Essk Pittss Main Strest
resdence (PHOTO 2), later owned by Asa Fairbanks (1854), A.B. Richardson (1870), and A.W. Southwick
(1898).

The raking roof edgeson the fafades of these housss lent themsaves to smple but varied decoration in the
Greek, Gothic, or Italian modes, as architecturd tages changed acrassthe period. In Millville, sswell as in
other places, decoration was focused on the doorways where trabeated, Gresk Revival-syle architraves were
initially the norm, but these gradually evolved into entries with smple surrounds but omate doors and flat-
roof hoodswith complex entablatures braced by eaboratdy tooled consoles. These ponderous dements
shdtered asmal soop. Windows carried thistheme with three-dimensiond heeders often with their own
smal consoles. On many houses this featurewas limited to just the faBade. (PHOTO 15)

Many of these houseswere built by speculators and were scattered throughout the village. During the mbber
company era, many more were built in groups in what was the first instance of planned resdentia
deveopment in Millville. Loca merchant and land speculator, Charles H. Hetcher built what may have
been the first collection of these houses dong the south Sde of Main Stirest eedt of the Millville Railroad
Depot soon after the Woonsocket Rubber Company factory opened in 1832, Ten front-gable cottages were
pictured frontingon Main Stregt in the Panoramic View of Millville published in 1887. (Fig. 4) Threeor
four additiona houses gopeared dong the railroad tracks. Only three of these housesremain a the eestem
end of thehigtoric district. (147, 149 & 153 Main S. PHOTO 16) They al present 1/2-gory, front-gable
facades to the dredt, but due to the elevation of the roadway in this section, their reer devations are 2/2

(continued)
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dories in height like the dwellings farther up the hillside. The two southernmost houses have the rare
feature of clipped or jerkin-head gables, which reflect Hetcher's stylish, oftenwhimsical, tage in
architecture. Though not as daborate as his home and related cottages on the south Sde of theriver,these
two surviving houses clearly show his tendency to persondize the dandard forms and gopearancesof his
property. (See National Register Nomination Form for the Centra Strest Historic District, Millville MA)

Charles H. Hetcher was Millville's mogt colorful and successful land speculator. He moved to Millville
from New Hampshire sometime before 1850 and became the proprietor of the sore a the intersection of
Lincoln Stregt and Chestnut Hill Road. (5 Lincoln &. MHC #5, PHOTO 17) Hetcher amessd a
subgtantia amount of red estate on both sdes of theriver, likely during the period of the town's depresson
in the 1860s and 1870s Hebuilt, and presumably desgned, his eccentric Sfick Style home on Central Street
in front of the Longfellow School during thisperiod. When it cametimeto enlarge the school in 1836,
Hetcher moved his houseto the rear of the property where two equally unusud cottages he had desgned and
built were located. He erected alarge sore block in its place on Centra Street, which had became the
commercid center of thevillage. (It ssams that Hetcher had sold his old store on Lincoln Street to Amos
White a thistime.) Town records reved little about Charles H. Hetcher. Hedid not serveinany public
office, nor hes any form of biography been discovered. Y et his effect on Millville's devel opment and
architectura legacy remains visible on old mgpsand in the village historic fabric. Hetcher's red edate was
vaued a $25,000 in 1886 and included his home and bam, new gtore and "Blamey Cadtle' (UDOR Tower)
on Centra Stredt; three resdences north of the school (now Hetcher St.); 12 cottages on Main Strest; and 10
cottages dsawhere in the village, as well as numerous undeveloped lots and 74 acresof farm land.

Soon after this assesameant and the 1887 panorama view, Hetcher built fifteen or more front-gable cottages
on new dreats a the west end of Main Strest that he named FHetcher Avenue (now Bums Ave)) and Walnut
Street. Clearly capitalizing on Millville's populafion increese and housing demand after the opening of the
rubber factory, Hetcher crested one of Millville's mog distincfive surviving sregtscgpes. (PHOTO 15) By
1898 eight cottages on the eet Sde of Hetcher Avenuewere sold to local Hquor deder Andrew Bums,
whose name was imprinted over them on the map published on that date. Bums moved his family into one
of the small dwellings while he built alarge house for them on the comer of Main and Hetcher Avenue,
which was renamed Bums Avenue. (250 Main &. MHC #16, PHOTO 10)

The 1900 census enumerates the Bums household as containing Andrew, hiswife, Margaret, and two
unmarried daughters who were employed as ahousskegper and day |aborer. Other houses were tenanted to
Andrew's son, Matthew Bums, and Michad Kerrane, afireman. With the exception of these Irish families,
the Bums Avenue cottages were inhabited by Swedish immigrants, who had moved into anumber of
Worcester County townsto work inthe mills. Millville was the hometo 177 Swedish familiesin 1905,
even larger numbers of Sivedes could be found in Worcester and Fitchburg & thistime. The heeds of

(continued)
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household on Bums Avenue included the Swedish nemes of Charles Appelof, Anton Magnuson, Charles
Mamros, Harry Olson, and Arid Ringholm. All of these men were employed by the Woonsocket Rubber
Company.

A number of front-gable cottages on the west Sde of Bums Avenue, the north sde of Walnut Street and the
south Sde of Chestnut Hill Road were owned by Williard Wilson, J. in 1898. (PHOTO 12) A descendant
of one of Millville's oldest native families, he lived inthe brick Buffum House (PHOTO 1), which the
Wilson family had owned since the 1850s Hisred estate was assesssd for $10,900 in 1899 and included 14
smdl dwellings, eight Chestnut Hill Roed lots, and three lots on Bums Avenue. Hetcher retained houses on
Walnut and Main greets, dthough noneof them remain. Itis evident from this comparison that many of
these smd cottages have been logt to the demand for larger houses and lots as Millville'sindustria
economy declined and the village hes evolved into aresdentia community. This fact conveys added
sgnificance to the ten surviving cottagesin this neighborhood.

Two-Family Hats

A more revolutionary plan fomi mede its gppesrancein Millville a this time, the two-story, two-family flat
that provided larger and more commodious affordable housing for mill workers. Already popular in other,
larger industrial towns in Massachusetts and Rhode 1dand, this multiple dwelling type gopearsto have been
introduced to Millville when the Woonsocket Rubber Company had a number of them built on vacant land
eedt of the factory soon after the factory opened in 1882. Dubbed Banigan City intributeto the company's
presdent, Josgph Banigan, the long, boxy two-story buildings were duplicated throughout the village. The
houses hed narrow fronts with identical degp plans containing four or more rooms arranged front to reer on
both floors. Compared to the existing laborer housing sock inthe village, thesefl atshed more goace, acoess
to light on all four 9des and improved ventilation. Their desgn provided a greater diversity of room use
than previous worker dwellings and more privacy as well. Although the Banigan City devdopment is a
distinctive example of progressve, company-owned housing, many two-family flatsand later three-deckers
(three-gtory flats) in Millville were owner occupied. Having asscond or third unit for rental income alowed
working-class familiesto subgdize the cost of owning ahome. Thisis aphenomenon that distinguishes the
history of industrial domestic architecture in Massachusetts & the turn of the 20 century. InMillville, as
well as other factory towns, the established locd red estate peculators shifted to this house desgn when the
timecame

It would not be until around 1890 that examples of the Banigan City two-family house type began to be built
in the historic district. Nonethdess, these new houseswere the result of the increesed housing demand
causad by the opening of the mbber factory, which hed erected alarge facility on the north sde of the river
eed of the Lawrence Felt works. (The Ste of this factory as well as a sangle remaining office building are
included inthe district, and the significanceof this ste will be addressad inthe archeology secfion & the end
of thisnarrative.) A number of two-familyflatswere built on the eest Sde of the district on Lincoln and
Main dreetsand dong anew sreet, Preston Street, in proximity to thefactory.

(continued)
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The two-family housebuilt by Michael Feeney a 35 Lincoln Street is atypical example. (MHC #25,
PHOTO 9) Congtmcted between 1837 and 1898, the Feaney House isMillville's largest two-family house
The dep hillside lot resulted in the house being built with ahigh brick basament in the front thet
exaggearaesitsheight. The scaeof the two-story feBade of the wood-frame section of the building is further
increased by the gable front and attic-story windows. ThisfaBade is distinguished by atwo-story, three-
Sded bay window on the left Sde offset by an entrance with omamenta porch on theright. All decoration is
concentrated on the faBade. The long Sdes contain four windows indicating the position of roomswithin.
The identical fenestration on the first and second floorssignify thetwo sgparaeliving units. Large gable
wall dormers on the ddes denote that the attic was a0 inhabited (or could be).

Michadl Feaney was an Irish immigrant who worked for the WWoonsocket Rubber Company. The 1900
ocenausreveds that one flat was home to the owner's family and the other was rented to his younger brother,
Thomes Feeney. Michad's household included hiswife, Bridget, four adult children - three of whom were
employed in the rubber mill and one as a housskesper, and an unrdated boarder from the factory. Thomes
and hiswife, Annie, had five children under the ege of sx, and d0 hed aboarder. This property remained
in the ownership of the Feeney family until 1993.

Likewise, the Carroll and Powers resdences, a 132 and 134 Main Stregt, (MHC #35-36) respectively, were
built by Irish-bom mbber factory workerswho were able to build two-family housesand own their homes
(PHOTO 18) The houses are nearly duplicates of the Feeney House as well as their Banigan City models.
Unlike the Feeneys the CaroUs and Powersss rented their sscond unitsto unreated familiesin 1900. The
households of both owners included unmarried sons who worked in the mills, however. The Powersss have
removed from the socene, but the Carroll House is now owned and occupied by the granddaughter of its
builder.

Basad on the 1887 view of the village, abig hotel and an even larger building that wes ether atenement or
another hotel are depicted on the north sde of Main Street neer the train depot, which was on the opposite
dde of the dreet. Outbuildings, apparently liveries, and other smal dwellings are crowded into the area
Preson Sireet can be s=en in the view, but the two-familyflatsthat presently exist there are not shown. By
the time the 1898 mep of Millville was published, these large buildings hed disgppeared and were replaced
with houses grouped on lots owned by John Conway, Edward Kenney, J.G. Rellly, and Charles H. Hetcher.

John Conway was an undertaker living on Bow Strest. He dso owned double houseson Lincoln Stret es
mentioned above. Edward Kenney's occupation was "boss carder” in 1900. Hewss adso anative of Irdand
and owned three buildings on the eest Sde of Preston Street: apair of two-familyflatsand a four-unit
tenement, which was two of the Banigan City type housesjoined together. (7,9, & 11 Preson . MHC #
113-115, PHOTO 19). Kenney built acomfortable single-family dwelling for his family on the north sde of
aMain Strest lot just west of the railroad Sation agent, George K. Marshall's house that abutted his Preston
Strest properties. (176 Main . MHC #43, PHOTO 20) J.G. Reilly's history is unknown, but his name

(continued)
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uggeststhat he wes Irish like his neighboring owners. He owned two houses on the eest Sde of Preston
Street, and Snce he cannat be located dsawhere in the village, he may have occupied one of the units. (10

& 12 Preston &. MHC #114-116, PHOTO 19) A lotwith two houses on the northwest comer of Main and
Preston dregtsislabded as belonging to Charles H. Hetcher. The outlines of the buildings are smilar to the
two-familyf| atsdepicted on Preston; however, thislot isvacant today. Fetcher's string of front-gable,
single-family dwellingson Main Srret are nearby.

The 1920 censusrevedss that the Preson Street houses were populated with adiversity of immigrant factory
workers from Ireland, Swveden, Finland, Caneda, and Newfoundland. At this point, none of the houses were
owner occupied. Themajority of the heedsof household worked as boot makers a what had become the
U.S. Rubber factory. The women of Preton Strest were employed as domestics or as sitchers a the woolen
mill. The four-unit tenement a 11 Preson Street (MHC #115) was home to four bachdors, retailer Hilton
Marshall, plumber Daniel Molony, hardware merchant Fred Jones, and Srestcar conductor Fred Hartnett,
who was the father of Basebal Hall of Fame catcher Charles Leo "Gabby" Hartnett, aMillville favorite son.
(PHOTO 21)

COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE

The gore building Charles H. Hetcher consmcted a the intersection of Lincoln Stireet and Chestnut Hill
Road ca. 1850 is adisfinctive example of commercid architecture inMillville. (5 Lincoln &. MHC #20,
PHOTO 17) Asmentioned earlier, Hetcher arrived inMillville from New Hampshire about thisfime,and
this building gpparently served as hishome as well es hisbusness. Aspects of its Gresk Revival-style
desgn ae still evident, including massve entablatures, broad comer pilasters, and the podsof afront porch
recessad under the second-gory pediment. It was alarge and distinguished building for its day and anchored
what was then the village center. A second commercid block was built next door, a the intersection of
Lincoln and Main dreets by 1854. This property was owned by the Thayer family, who were involved in
thewool industry. (Adam and E.D. Thayer were members of aloca partnership that took over the water
privilege following Edward S Hall'sbankruptcy.) By thistime, the pogt office hed been moved here from
William Wilson's house on Central Strest on the south Sde of theriver, with P.S. Thayer identified as post
madter, and it remained in this location for many years Thisbuilding hed been replaced by the present two-
dory, two-family house by 1898, which isan indication of the shift of the commercia center to the south
dde of theriver. (204 Main &. PHOTO 17) The pogt office was presumably relocated there as well. The
brick-fronted King Block on the eest Sde of the Lincoln - Main intersection was built in 1925, during the
mbber company erawhen growth inthe district had reeched itspeek and Main Sireet was a thriving
thoroughfare. (200 Main St. MHC #46, PHOTO 22)

The Providence & Worcester Railroad station and freight depot were located on Main Street eedt of the
bridges. By 1899, the station agent, George K. Marshall, was living acrossthe drest in atwo-story, sngle-
family dwelling, which the railroad company may have built. (174 Main St. MHC #42, PHOTO 20) Two

(continued)
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large buildings, one known to have been ahotel and the other presumed to have served ahotel or boarding
house function joined Marshall's house opposite the train station on the north side of Main Street. The hotel
would have provided short-term lodging for train and highway travelers, and both could have boarded
unmarried factory workers. When the rubber boot factory was opened in 1882, this area became another
nexus. The hotel likely contained abarroom where workers would congregate. The actual appearance of
these buildings is indicated only by the 1887 panoramic view, which depicts the hotel as along, narrow,
two-stage, three-story wood-frame building with a front-gable faQade and wrap-around porch characterisfic
of thetype. The other building was also three-stories tall, but it was square in plan with ahipped roof and
large dormers. The design of the latter suggeststhat it was constmcted after the hotel, which may serveto
asociate the hotel with the transportation of the pre-rubber factory era and the second building with the
post-1882 boom period. The 1898 map indicates that both these buildings had been removed from the
scene, the result of an accidental fire. The development of two-family houses on Preston Street may have
been part of arenewal effort inthispart of the district.

A row of attached, three-story buildings gppear inthe panoramic view aong the south side of Main Street
between the railroad station and the bridges. (Fig. 4) Theselikely had commercia goaces on their ground
floor. Two other buildingsidentified on the 1898 map inthisvicinity have widow'snames attached. These
may aso have been boarding houses for factory workers, perhaps for unmarried women. The Sreetscape
between the factory and the bridge became thick with buildingsbecause this was the daily route to and from
the factory for workersliving inthe village. A new bridge was built eest of the factory to connect the work
site with Banigan City, but the majority of the rubber company's employees would come to work down
Main Street. A large three-story building with acommercial ground floor and flats above was constructed
on the north side of Main Street in 1904. When Millville incorporated as an independent town in 1916, this
building became the town hall.

After the mbber boot factory closed in 1929 and the town was forced into receivership, commerce along
Main Street declined significantly. Many of these properties were abandoned by their owners, and the
municipal finance commission appointed to manage Millville's recovery condemned those of them that were
hazards and had them demolished. Commercial areas on both Main Street on the north side of the river and
Central Street on the south side were decimated. Once the factory bumed inthe 1970s, the south side of
Main Street reverted to open space. A few non-historic commercial buildingshave been built intheir places
in district. A fire station was built in 1971 adjacent to the town hall; the town hall was demolished in 1993.
A new public library was constructed on Main Street south of the factory site renovating an existing funeral
parlor that had operated in areused gas station. With the loss of its important industrial and commercial
components, the Main Street Historic District domestic architecture is essentially all that survivesto
represent the history

(continued)
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CHURCH ARCHITECTURE

As increasing numbers of Irish immigrants settled inMillville towork inthe locd indudtries, a Cathaolic
congregafion developed that required achurch. Thefirst of these people discovered Millville as
congtrucfion workers on the Blackstone Cand inthe 1820s and the railroads in the 1840s and 1850s
Initially, messes were cdebrated in other existing churches, notably the Methodist Refomi Church once
located on the comer of Central and Bow strests on the south Sde of theriver. Later, Catholics would travel
to nearby Blackstone and attend mess a the parish church there. By 1830 the Millville portion of this
congregation hed become sufficiently large that the Blackstone parish erected awood-frame church above
Lincoln Strest. Asit depicted inthe 1887 panoramic view of Millville, this devated ste gavethe church a
prominent visual position in the community, which aptly represented the position its congregants hed
assumed inthe community. St Augustine's Church became an independent parish in 1881 led by Rev.
Michad Kittridge. A rectory was built in 1885 to housethe parish priest. (13 Lincoln S. MHC #23,
PHOTO 6) The church was destroyed by firein 1969. It was replaced by the existing non-historic building
in 1970. Therectory remains as the sole reminder of the church's prior presence onthe ste.

The widevariety of historic worker housing inthe Main Sreet Historic District is distinctive and represents
both the history of Millville's development as asmdl industrial center inthe Blackstone Valley of
Massachusetts and as an architectura resource that contributes to as understanding of the living conditions
and lifestyles of factory workers over nearly acentury. Economic and socid hierarchies inthe village are
clearly evident in the structure of the townscape, the arrangement of dwellings, and variety of housng
options. Not only isthe dass smcture discemable in the range of house types and forms, but it is goparent
that there was adifferenfiation within the working dassitself Asthe 19 century progressd,
advancementsin the plan of domestic goacewere introduced that improved the living conditions of factory
workers, and two- and three- family houseswere designed and marketed <0 that some factory laborers hed
the opportunity to own their homes. The harsh redlifiesof poor working conditions, labor troubles and
factory closngs are papable inMillville's history, and the surviva of the town's housing while the factories
have disntegrated is atestimony to the human dement that created this community. AsMillville hes
entered apost-industria erg, its remarkable number and variety of worker housing in the Main Stregt
Historic District is apotent reminder of its origins.

Archaeological Significance

While severd potentia historic archaeological resources have been located in the Main Stret, the lack of
physicaly confirmed locations for these resources and their integrity prohibit the use of criterion D for their
sgnificance to the didtrict a thistime. Potenfia archaeologica resourcesinthe Main Street Historic Didtrict
may yield important information in the settlement and industria history of the Town of Millville; however, the
location and integrity of those resources has not been documented & thistime. Surface evidence or

(continued)
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documentary sources combined with systemétic archaeologica survey and testing is nesded to determine that
potential archaeological resourcesin the district survive with integrity. Until then, historic archaeologicd
resources indicated in documentary sources potentially survive and have the potentia to contribute strongly to
the district's significance. Ancient Native American resources may aso survive inthe district and may
contribute infomiation related to early pattems of land use in the areathat focused on environmenta resources,
especidly those assodated with the Blackstone River. Native American resources might contribute an example
of the pre-colonia role that the Main Street areaand Millville played within regiond transportafion and
socio/economic sysems

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement inMillville are poorly understood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Ancient Native Stesinthis aeeamay contribute important informafion relating to Native
American subsstence and settlement pattems within the Blacksone River drainege, particularly inthe
trangtional zone between the coagtd lowlands and Worcester Plateau uplands. Native settlement inthisarea
may focus on larger Stes dong the Blackstone River, possibly a the confluence of tributary sreamsfriversor d
fall lines, which includes the district area. These Stes may intum be reated to larger Stes and/or core arees
aong lower portions of the Blackstone River towards Narragansett Bay to the south or towards the Charlesor
Neponsat drainagesto the northeast. Ancient Native American Stesin the district locale may contain important
information that helps to understand the seesond, functional, or socid interreationships between dtesin these
drainages. Potentid Native Stesin the district may &so contain important information thet indicates the local
and regiond socio/political impact of native socid groups in these drainages and how these relationships
changed through time. This information may hep tes commonly held beliefs pertaining to riverine drainage
stlement hypotheses.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information on the settlement and
industrial history of the Main Street Historic District and the Town of Millville from the 18" through early 2"
centuries.  Archaeologica resources may aso contribute important socia, cultural, and economic information
related to the lives of the inhabitants regpongble for the district's growth. Additional documentary reseerch
combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate 18" to early 19" century evidence of farmdeads
and mills known to exist on the north Sde of the Blackstone River in Millville. No examples from the district's
stlement or industry from this period survives above ground. Archaeologica resources from this early period
of the district and town's growth may identify where and when early settlement was mede and to what extent
Quakers, the largest socid group inthe early settlement inthe South Parish of Mendon, played amgjor role in
the Main Street settlement.  The identification of early farmsteads and industrial Sites, combined with the
detailled andyss of the contents of occupationd rdated features, might document the relationship between
agriculture, husbandry, and early industrial growth.

(continued)
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Potentia industrial archaeologica resourcesinthe district may contribute important information throughout
much of the town's industrial history. The Cgpron Gristmill (ca 1750) may contribute infomiation relating to
gristmill technology, early water power inthe district, and the industrial nesds of dispersed farmdeeds thet
characterized the areaduring the 18" and early 19" century period. The later Wilson sawmill and blacksmith
shop may aso contribute information related to the neads of the early agricultural rdated settlement.
Documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing & the later Site of the Wilson scythe and
axe works (1854) may dso contribute information thet documents the relationship between local agriculture and
industry. Historical and archaeologica sources may dso exist that document scythe and axe production as an
export trade indicating industrial growth beyond local nesds. Archaeologica research a the Ste of Essk Fitts
carding and spinning mill (ca 1814) may contribute afurther example of the district and town's industrial
growth and the mill's contribution to local versusregiond industrial needs After economic decline inthe mid-
19" century then resurgence inthe late 19" century with the Lawrence Felting Company (ca 1877) ad
Woonsocket Rubber Company (ca. 1882), large-scae industry was clearly characterigtic of the district and
Millville's economy. Each of the mills discussed aboverelied on the Blackstone River for its operation.
Documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may contribute important evidence thet
identifiesthe water power neads and structures assodated with each of the mills and the methods ussd to share
water power between the mills inthe areaa specific periods of u  Archaeologica reseerch may d<o identify
how water power smctures were adapted for successve periods of use and changing technologies.

(end)
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UTM References
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19 286900 4655500
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19 285980 4656080
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the historic district is described by the lot lines of the properties included in it as
indicated on the map included with the nomination with only two exceptions.
» At the northwesterly end of the district, the boundary line traverses alarge town-owned parcdl
(119-68) running southeaest from the northeasterly comer of lot 119-66.1 to the northerly comer
of lot 119-69.
» At the southessterly end of the district, the boundary traverses the Providence and Worcester
Railroad right of way (123-54) via asmdl sream that bisectsthe lot.

Boundary Justification

The boundary of the district was drawnto includeall the historic properties dong the Main Stret
corridor in Millville that were associated with the industrial development occurring in the 19" and early
20" centuries. Thedistrict comprises the dtes of industria activity on the north sde of the Blackstone
River, the transportation corridor that developed dong the river, and the commercid and resdentia
architecture representing the community of factory workers.
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Mam ., north side, west of Lincoln &. (214 Main S. on left)
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Chegtnut Hill Rd., north sde, west of Lincoln &. (8 Chestnut Hill Rd.)
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Main &., north Sde, eedt of Preston &. (168 Main &.)
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Lincoln &., north side, west of Preson St (21 Lincoln S, center)

Chegtnut Hill Rd., south sde, eest of Bums Ave. (37, 39, 41 & 43 Chestnut Hill Rd.. tor.

Main &., north 5de, eedt of Preston &. (154, 158, 162 & 164 Main ., r.to 1)
Lincoln &., east of Chestnut Hill Rd. (16 Lincoln S. onright)

BumsAve., et Sde, north of Main St.

Main &., south sde, et of Preston &. (145, 147, 149 & 153 Main &, Ltor.)
Lincoln &., west sde, north of Main St. (204 Main &. (1) & 5Lincoln &. (r.)
Main &., north 9de, eedt of Preston &, (128, 132, & 134 Main &, r.to 1)
Preson &., north of Main S

Mam ., north sde, west of Preston &. (174 & 176 Mam &, r.to 1)

Preson Street, west Sde, south of Lincoln &. (11 Preston &t.)

Main Stret, north side, eest of Lincoln &. (198 & 200 Mam &, r. to 1)

Main Stret, south Side, eest of Lincoln &. Rubber boot factory ste (181 Main &t.)
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MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Millville, Worcester County, Mass

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Number

119-28

119-46

119-45

119-47
119-44

119-51

119-42.1

119-43

119-42

119-52

119-41

120-19

120-18

MHC
No.

D-101

D-102

D-103

D-107

D-104

D-105

D-108

D-106

STREET
ADDRESS

2 BumsAv

6 BumsAv
8 Bums Av

9 BumsAv
10 BumsAv

11 BumsAv
12 BumsAv

adj 12 BumsAv

14 BumsAv

15 Bums Av

16 BumsAv

8 Chestnut Hill Rd

18 Chestnut Hill Rd

HISTORIC NAME
(if give)

Fletcher-Bums
Rental House |
Fletcher-Bums
Rental House I |
vacant |ot
Fletcher-Bums
Rental House |11
Williard Wilson, Jr.
Rental House |
Fletcher-Bums
Rental House |V

Fletcher-Bums
Rental House V
Williard Wilson. J.
Rental House 11

Fletcher-Buras
Rental House V |

Mellen/Mary Benson
House

James/Harriet Linley
House

DESCRIPTION
(al buildings dwellings unless athenvise noted)

| ‘[2-gory, frame, gable roof with shed dormer,
raised on high brick basement, vinyl clapboard
siding

1 '/2-gtory, frame, front-gable roof, hood over
entrance, vinyl clapboard siding

1 '/2-gtory, frame, front-gable roof, hood over
entrance, vinyl clapboard siding

vacant lot, associated with 250 Main S (119-27)
1 '/2-gstory, frame, front-gable roof, hood over
entrance, vinyl clapboard siding; det. garage

1 '/2-gory, frame, front-gable roof, full front
porch, vinyl clapboard siding; detached garage
1 '/2-gtory, frame, front-gable roof, hood over
entrance, vinyl clapboard siding

1-story, frame, front gable roof, two-car garage
1 '/2-gory, frame, front-gable roof, hood over
entrance, vinyl clapboard siding; det. garage

1 '/2-gtory, frame, front-gable roof, full front
porch (enclosed), 1-story rear ell, vinyl
clapboard siding; detached garage

1 '/2-story, frame, front-gable roof, hood over
entrance, vinyl clapboard siding; det. garage

2-story, frame, gable roof, center chimney, side
ell wood clapboard siding; stone wall along
Street

1-story, frame, gable roof, center chimney, side
ell, wood clapboard siding; detached garage;
detached workshop (converted to dwelling), two
sheds

DATE

1870-
1913

1889-98

1889-98

1889-98

1886-98

1889-98

cl990
1889-98

1886-98

1889-98

pre-
1831

1831-
184

STYLE

Colonial
Revival

Classical
Revival
Classical
Revival
Classical
Revival
Classical
Revival
Classical
Revival
none
Classical
Revival
Classical
Revival

Classical
Revival

Federa

Greek
Revival

Pege 1

RESOURCE
TYPE

building

building
building

site
building
outbuilding
building
outbuilding
building

building

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building
structure

building
outbldgs (4)

STATUS
;ontributing OL
on-contributin

Cc

O00000 O O

00 00 000035

C(4)



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Millville, Worcester County, Mass.

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

120-08

120-16

120-17

120-09

120-15

120-10

119-36

120-14

120-13

119-37

120-12

119-38

119-70

MHC
No.

E-109

E-110

17

E-111

STREET
ADDRESS

27 Chestnut Hill Rd
28 Chestaut Hill Rd
adjacent to

28 Chestnut Hill Rd
29 Chestnut Hill Rd
30 Chestnut Hill Rd

31 Chestnut Hill Rd

33 Chestnut Hill Rd

34 Chestnut Hill Rd
36 Chestnut Hill Rd

37 Chestaut Hill Rd

38 Chestaut Hill Rd

39 Chestaut Hill Rd

adjacent to
40 Chestnut Hill Rd

HISTORIC NAME
(if given)

James Logan House

Williard Wilson, Jr.
Rental House |1
Francis/Bridget
McManus Duplex

Williard Wilson, J.
Rental House 1V

DESCRIPTION
(al buildings dwellings unless otherwise noted)

1 '/-story, frame, front gable roof, vinyl
clapboard siding

1 -story manufactured home, frame, gable roof,
vinyl clapboard siding; detached garage
vacant lot

1 '/-story, frame, front gable roof, vinyl
clapboard siding; detached garage

1 -story manufactured home, frame, gable roof,
vinyl clapboard siding; detached garage
2-story, frame, gambrel roof with shed dormers,
central enfrance porch, wood clapboard siding;
detached garage

| '/2-story duplex , frame, gable roof, central bay
window, rear shed, vinyl clapboard siding;
detached garage

1 '/2-gtory, frame, front-gable roof, bay window,
wrap-around front porch, metal clapboard siding
1 '/2-gory, frame, front-gable roof, full front
porch (enclosed), metal clapboard siding
2-story, frame, gable roof, fiill front porch,
dormers, rear ells, granite foundation, wood
clapboard siding; detached garage

1 '/2-gory, frame, front-gable roof, full front
porch wood clapboard siding; detached garage
1 '/2-gtory, frame, front gable roof, frill-width
front porch, vinyl clapboard siding; detached
garage

1 -story shop, frame, gable roof; hillside lot
bisected by creek; associated with 120-11

DATE

1870-87

cl980

1870-87

cl980

cl940

1831-54

1870-87

1870-87

1870-86

1870-87

1870-87

1870-87

STYLE

Gothic
Revival
none

Gothic
Revival
none

Colonial
Revival

Federal

Classica
Revival
Classical
Revival
Classical
Revival

Classical
Revival
Gothic
Revival

none

Pege 2

RESOURCE
TYPE

building

building
outbuilding
site

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building
building

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building

STATUS
contributing O1
on-contributin

C

NC

00 008800

o000 00 O O

=
(@]



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Millville, Worcester County, Mass

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

MHC

No.

STREET
ADDRESS

12011 E-112 40 Chedaut Hill Rd

11939
11940
11953
1194
11969
11968

11967
119-66.1

120-06

12041

21

41 Chegaut Hill Rd
43 Chegtnut Hill Rd
45 Chedaut Hill Rd
47 Chegnut Hill Rd
56 Chedaut Hill Rd
72 Chegaut Hill Rd

76 Chegtaut Hill Rd
& Chedaut Hill Rd

1Lincoln &
5Lincoln &

6 Lincoln X
8 Lincoln&X

12 Lincoln &

HISTORIC NAME
(if gver)

Williard Wilson, J.
Rentd House V

Day House

Fletcher Store

Potter Duplex |

Potter Duplex ||

DESCRIPTION
(@l bildings dwellings uriess dhewise noted)

1 /2-Sory, frame, front-gable roof, full front
porch (enclosed), wood clapbd. siding; det. shed
1 Yi-gory, frame, front gable roof, vinyl
clapboard siding

1 ‘f2-gtory, frame, front gable roof, composition
siding

1 ‘f2-gory, frame, front geble roof, vinyl
clapboard sding

1 'f2-gory, frame, front gable roof, vinyl
cdagpboard sding; detached garage

1 'f2-gory, frame, front gable roof, vinyl
cdagpboard sding; detached garage

vacat land

vacat land

1-gory,frame,gable roof, center chimney, Sde
ell, granite foundation, wood dagpboard sding;
detached shed

S 204 Man &

2-gory, frame commercid building, front gable
roof, gore front, first sory encased in brick
venes, dtached gableson rear

vacant lot, used for parking

1 '/2-gory, frame, gable roof, hood over
entrances, reaxr full porch; detached garage pool

| ‘f2-gory, frame, gable roof, hood center over
entrances, rear full porch, agphdt siding

DATE

1870-87

1870-87

1870-87

1870-87

1870-87

1870-87

cl840

1831-54

1870-87

1870-87

STYLE

Classicd
Revival
Gothic
Reviva
Gothic
Reviva
Gothic
Reviva
Gothic
Revival
Gothic
Revival

Gresk
Revival

Gresk
Revival

Classicd

Reviva

Classicd
Reviva

Pege 3

RESOURCE
TYPE

building
outbuilding
building

building
building

building
outbuilding
building
outbuilding
dte
dte
building
outbuilding

building

dte
building
outbuilding
4T0CEae
building

STATUS
contributing 01
on-contributin

50000000 O O 00O

olo e

NC



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Millville, Worcester County, Mass

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

120-20

120-38

120-39

12021

120-37
12022

12023

120-36

120-24

120-35

12034

12025

120-26

MHC
No.

2

24

STREET
ADDRESS

13Lincoln &

16 Lincoln &

rexr 16 Lincoln &

19Lincoln &

2Lincoln &
21 Lincolin &

23Lincoln &

24 Lincoln &

2SLincoln &

26 Lincoln &

28 Lincoln &

2 Lincoln &

adj 29 Lincoln &

HISTORIC NAME
(if given)

. Augugting's
Roman Catholic
Church & Rectory

DESCRIPTION
(al buildings dwellings unless otherwise noted)

CHURCH: 1-dory, brick religiousfacility,
polygond plan & roof; frame wing; replaced
1831 church that bumed in 1966

RECTORY: 2-gtory, frame, hipped roof,
bracketed comice, pedimented dormers, wood
shingle siding; detached garage

1 /2-gory, frame, front gable roof, enfrance on
ddewall, vinyl clapboard siding; reputed
location of early school house

vecat lot, assodated with 120-38

1 2oy, frame, gable roof, sde ell, vinyl
dgpboard siding

1-gory, frame, gable roof

2-gory, frame, gable roof, rear shed, vinyl
dapboard siding; 2 detached sheds

2-gory, frame, gable roof, rear shed, vinyl
dapboard siding; 2 detached sheds

1 '/2-gory, frame, geble roof center enfrance w/
porch (enclosed), vinyl cgpboard siding;
deteched garage

1 '/2-gory, frame, front geble roof, Sde ell, vinyl
dgpboard siding

1 ‘f2-gory, frame, gable roof, center entrance w/
porch (enclosed), vinyl dgpboard siding
vecat lot

Former location of A. Schende Duplex (1857-
70) 1'/2-gtory,frame,gable roof, demo. 2000
1-gory,frame,geble roof, raised besament to
cregte 2-gory feBade, vinyl clapboard sding;
deteched garage

vecat lot, asodaed with 120-25

DATE

1970

1831-%4

18%4-70

cl980
1870-
1913
1870-
1913
1870-
1913

1870-
1913
1870-
1913

1870-
1913

STYLE

Itdianate

Gresk
Reviva

Gregk

Reviva
Ranch
Gresk
Revivd
Gresk
Reviva
Gresk
Revivd

Gothic
Revivd
Gresk

Revivd

Gresk
Revivd

Page 4

RESOURCE
TYPE

building

building

outbuilding
building

dte
building
building

building

outbldgs (2)
building

outbldgs (2)
building
outbuilding
building
building
dte
building
outbuilding

site

STATUS
contributing 0L
on-contributin

NC

C
C

NC
Cc

NC(2)
c

NC(2)
c

O o o 0O

0o



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Millville, Worcester County, Mass.

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

120-33
120-32

120-27

123-27

123-26

123-25

123-23

123-24

123-43

123-41

123-42

123-40

123-39

123-45

MHC

No.

25

26

27

28

29

35

36

STREET
ADDRESS

30 Lincoln &
34 Lincoln &

3B Lincoln &

36 Lincoln &t

40 Lincoln &t

48 Lincoln &t

52 Lincoln &t
next 52 Lincoln &
128 Main &

adj 132 Main &
132 Main &

134 Main &

138 Main &

145 Main &

HISTORIC NAME
(If given)

Michael/Bridget
Feeney Two Decker

Conway Duplex|
Conway Duplex ||
Whalen House

Sullivan House

John/Mary Conway
Duplex

na
Thomas/Margaret
Carroll Two Decker

Jeffrey/Catherine
Powers Two Decker

DESCRIPTION
(@l buildings dwellings unless otherwise noted)

vacant lot

2-story, frame, front gable roof, side entry w/
porch (enclosed), 2-story added ell, composition
shingle siding

2-story, frame, front gable roof, front bay
window, 1-gory frill front porch, side cross
gables, clapboard and shingles

1 '/2-gtory, frame, gable roof with front cross
gable, front bay windows and porch

1 '/2-gory, frame, gable roof with front cross
gable, front bay windows and porch

2-story, frame, hipped roof, dormer, fiall front
porch, metal siding

1 '/2-story, frame, front gable, full front porch,
asbestos siding; detached shed

vacant lot; associated w/ 52 Lincoln St (123-23)

1 '/2-gtory, frame, gable roof, dormers, enclosed
porch over central entrances,; detached garage
vacant parcel subdivided from 132 Main &t
2-story, frame, front gable roof with side cross
gables, 2-story bay window on facade, porch
over entrance

2-story, frame, front gable roof with side cross
gables, 2-story bay window on fafade, porch
over entrance;, detached garage and shed (NC)
wooded land crossed by Hood Brook;

1 '/2-gtory, frame, gable roof house inrear

1 '/2-story, frame, front gable roof, side shed
addition, window replacement, brick veneer &
composition clapboard sidmg; detached garage

DATE

1870-
1913

1887-98

1887-98

1887-98

C1910

cl910

cl890

n/a
C1890

cl890

cl980
1870-
1913,
cl970

Pege 5
STYLE RESOURCE
TYPE
— site
Italianate building
Queen building
Anne
Queen building
Anne
Queen building
Anne
Craftsman building
4-sguare
Craftsman building
outbuilding
site
Queen building
Anne outbuilding
na site
Queen building
Anne
Queen building
Anne outbuilding
outbuilding
site
Ranch building
Ranch building
outbuilding

STATUS
contributing o!
on-contributin

Cc
C

OO0 OO0 O O O

NC

NC
NC

NC



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Millville, Worcester County, Mass

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

123-38

123-46

123-47

123-37

123-48
123-49

123-36

123-35

123-50

123-34

123-33

123-51

MHC
No.

37

39

STREET

ADDRESS

146 Main &
147 Main &
149 Mam &

150 Main &

adj 153 Main &
153 Main St

154 Main &

158 Mam &

161 Main &t

162 Main &

164 Main St

165 Main &

HISTORIC NAME
(if given)

John P. Carroll
House

Hatfield House

J. Trask Duplex

Merrill S Smith
House

DESCRIPTION
(dl buildings dwellings urless atherwise noted)

1-story, frame, gable roof, wood clapboard
siding; 1-story car repair shop attached to front
1 '/-story, frame, front gable jerkin head roof,
ftill-width front porch, vinyl clapboard siding
1 '/2-gtory, frame, front gable jerkin head roof
vinyl clapboard siding

1 '/2-gtory, frame, front gable roof, fiill-width
front porch, I-story rear ell, wood clapboard
siding; detached garage

vacant land

1 '/2-gory, frame, front gable roof, porch over
entrance, |-story side ell, vinyl clapboard siding,
window replacement

1 '/2-gory, frame, gable roof with front dormer,
full front porch, bay window on side, metal
clapboard siding; detached garage

| '[2-gtory, frame, gable roof with front dormer,
fiill front porch, bay window on side, metal
clapboard sidmg

vacant land

1 '/2-gtory, frame, gable roof with dormers,
separate porches over enfrances, external
chimney added to fafade at dividing point
between units, granite foundation, metal
clapboard siding; detached garage

2-story, frame, front gable roof, full front porch,
rear ell, granite foundation, wood clapboard
siding; detached garage

| '[2-story, frame, front gable roof, full-width
front porch, metal clapboard siding

DATE

C1980
1870-
1913
1870-
1913
1870-
1913
1870-
1913

1903

1903

1831-54

1831-54

1870-
1913

STYLE

none

Gothic
Revival
Gothic
Revival
Gothic
Revival

Gothic
Revival

Queen
Anne

Queen

Amie

Greek
Revival

Greek
Revival

Gothic
Revival

Pege 6

RESOURCE
TYPE

building
building
building

building
outbuilding

site
building
building
outbuilding
building
site

building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building

STATUS
contributing O
on-contributin

NC

C

00



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Millville, Worceser County, Mass.

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

123-32

123-52

123-31
123-08

123-07

123-06

123-53
123-05
123-57

123-58
123-60

123-04

123-62

MHC
No.

41

42

901
HA-4

STREET
ADDRESS

168 Main &

169 Main S

172 Mam S
174 Main &t

176 Mam St

178 Main &t

179 Main &t

180 Mam &

— Main St

tidj. 181 Main &

181 Mam &

182 Main &

185 Main &t

HISTORIC NAME
(if giver)

Southwick/Smith
Duplex

Millville Public
Library

Marshall House

Kenney House

M.J. Dean House

Woonsocket Rubber
Company Office

Pot Belly Pub

DESCRIPTION
(al buildings dwelings unless atharwise noted)

1-gory, frame, side gable roof with dormers,
(two duplexes attached end-to-end), granite
foundation, wood clapboard siding; detached
garage, shed and privy

1 '/2-story, frame education building, gable roof,
entiance portico, wood clapboard siding; site of
train depot (1870)

Old Town Hall Park; site of town hall

2-story, frame, gable roof, center entrance with
hood, granite foundation, side ell, metal
clapboard siding; carriage bam

1 '/2-story, frame, cross-gable roof, porch and
bay window on front, brick foundation, 1-story

rear ell, wood clapboard siding; detached garage

1-story, frame, front gable roof with shed
domiers, full-width front porch, vinyl clapboard
siding; Mike Dean, builder

1-gtory, concrete block, flat roof industrial bldg.
1-story, frame, gable roof, wood shinglesiding

ROW to covered bridge

vacant land (oldtown recreation area)
2-story, brick, gable roof indusfrial building,
arch-headed windowswith stone sills with
paired sash units; detached framefirst-aid
station; sted water tower (MHC form #901)
demolished in2002.

1-gtory, frame, hipped roof with dormers, vinyl
clapboard siding

I-stoiy. frame, flat roof with balusfrade, wood
panel siding

DATE

1832

cl990

1870-87
1898-
1913
1919
cl960

1857-70
1919

1882,
C1920

1925

C1945

STYLE

Federa

Classica
Revival

Italianate
Queen
Anne
Bungalow
none
Greek
Revival

Classica

none

Page 7

RESOURCE
TYPE

building
outbldgs (3)

building

site
building
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building

building

building
site
site

building (2)
site

building

building

STATUS
contributing ot
on-contributin

C
c@)

NC

o0 000

o0 00 O

(@)
L
N
o

O

NC



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Millville, Worcester County, Mass

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

123-03

123-63

123-64

123-65

123-02

123-54

123-01

120-05

120-04

120-03

120-02

120-07
119-35

MHC

No.

46

47

801

STREET
ADDRESS

186 Mam &
187 Main &
191 Mam &
193-195 Main &
196 Main S
199 Main &
200 Main &

204 Main &
(dso 1Lincoln St.)

210 Mam &

214 Mam S

220 Mam &

226 Mam St
234 Main &t

HISTORIC NAME
(if given)

Pitts/Fairbanks House

barber shop

Town fire station
Providence &

Worcester RRROW
Site of King Block

Site of P.S. Thayer
Store * Post Office

Lyman Legg House
Moses Buffum House
Old Millville

(Southwick's)
Cemetery

DESCRIPTION
(al buildings dwellings unless otherwise noted)

2-Story, frame, front gable roof with Doric
portico, 1-gtory side ell, wood flush and
clapboard siding

vacant lot

2-story, frame, gable roof, enclosed porch, wood
shinglesiding

1-gory, frame, gable roof office building, wood
panel siding

1-story, brick, front gable roof 3 garage bays on
faQade; site of town hall

active frack and vacant space remaining from
previous yard and siding for mbber company
Vacant lot; formerly location of 2-story, brick-
front commercial block, built 1925; demolished
for intersection improvements, 2004

Vacant lot; fomierly 2-story, frame, 2-decker.
hipped roof with dormers, rear porches, built c.
1850 & altered c. 1910; detached multi-car
garage; demolished for improvements to bridge
& intersection, 2004

1-story, frame, gable roof, side ell, composition
shinglesiding

2-story, brick, gable roof, granite foundation,
arched entry

Abandoned burying ground with parts of fifty
stones, stone wall with matare shade trees along
Main Street

vacant land; partly used for parking

| ‘f2-gtory, frame, front gable roof, full-width
front porch (enclosed), rear ell, vinyl clapboard
siding

DATE

1831-54

1920-80
cl980
cl980

cl840-
presenl

cl850
cl940
1812

IShC
& later

1870-
1913

STYLE

Greek
Revival

none
none

none

Federa

Gothic
Revival

Pege 8

RESOURCE
TYPE

building

building
building
building
stm_ctare

site
site

ste

building
building
site

site
building

STATUS
contributing 0L
on-contributin

C

NC

NC

0o

NC

NC



MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Millville, Worcester County, Mass

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcel
Number

119-34

119-33

119-32

119-31

119-30

119-29

119-28

119-27

119-26

MHC

No.

16

STREET HISTORIC NAME
ADDRESS (if gven)

236 Main &t

240 Main &
242 Main &
adj 242 Mam &
244 Mam S

246 Mam S

248 Main

250 Main & Bums House

252 Main & Cook House

123-09 F-113 7 Preston &

123-10 F-114 9 Preston &

DESCRIPTION
(dl buildings dwellings urless athawise noted))

1 '/-Story, frame, front gable roof, full-width
front porch (enclosed), vinyl clapboard siding
1-story, pre-cast concrete block, car repair shop
hipped roof, 1-story, concrete block, gable roof
rear addition; parking area

1 '/2-gtory, frame, front gable roof, vinyl
clapboard siding

vacant lot

1 '/-story, frame, front gable roof, raised on high
brick and concrete basement, wrap-around porch
(enclosed)

1 '/2-gtory, frame, front gable roof, raised on high
brick basement, metal clapboard siding;
detached garage

1 '/2-gtory, frame, gable roof, elevated brick
basement, entrance in basement on Main &,
house enfrance on Bums Ave, shed dormer,
vinyl clapboard siding

2-story, frame, hipped roof with dormers, wrap-
around porch, granite foundation, metal
clapboard siding; detached garage & well house
2-story, frame, gable roof, cenfral entrance with
porch, rear ell, granite foundation, metal
clapboard siding; detached garage

2-story, frame, front gable roof two-family
house, two-story bay window, hood over
enfrance, composition siding

2-story, frame, front gable roof two-famil>
house, two-story hay window, hood over

DATE

1870-
1913
cl920

1870-

1913

1870-
1913

1870-
1913

1870-

1913

1898-

1913

1854-70

Page 9

STYLE

Gothic
Revival
Modem
Commercid

Gothic
Revival

Gothic
Revival

Gothic
Revival

Classical

Colonial
Revival

Classical

1888-98

1888-98

RESOURCE
TYPE

building

building

building
site
building
building
outbuilding

building

building
outbuilding
outbuilding

building
outbuilding

building

building

STATUS
contributing OL
on-contributin

0o

§0 000



MAIN STREET HISTORICDISTRICT

Millville, Worcester County, Mass.

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

123-30

12311

123-29

123-12

123-28

TOTALS: Contnbutimi Buildings

MHC
No.

F117

F115

F118

F116

F119

STREET
ADDRESS

10 Preston S

11 Preston

12 Preston &

15 Preston &

16 Preston &

14 Wanut S

16 Wanut &

HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION

Page 10

DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS

(if given) (dl buildings dwellings unless otherwise noted) TYPE contributing oi

enfrance, metd dapboard siding

on-contributin

2-gory, frame, front gable roof rwo-family 188398 building C
house, two-story bay window, hood over outbuilding C

enfrance, compostion sding

2-gory, frame, gable roof multi-family house, 1883-98 building C
centrd cross-gable dormer, centra 2-gtory
enfrance porch flanked by 2-gtory bay windows,

wood shingle siding

2-gory, frame, front gable roof two-family 1838-98 building Cc
house, two-story bay window, meta clgpboard

sding

2-gory, frame, front gable roof two-family 188398 building C
house, two-story bay window, hood over

entrance, wood clgpboard sding

2-gory, frame, front gable roof two-family 188398 building C
house, two-gtory bay window, porch & enti-y,

compostion sding

1 '/-story, frame, front gable roof, wood 1870-87 Gothic building C
clgpboard siding Reviva
1 /4-gory, frame, front gableroof, vinyl 187087 Gothic building Cc
dapboard siding Revivad

88 Contributinu Outbuildines ... 36 Contributint; Sites

22 Contributing Stmctures 2 Contributint; Objects ...0

Non-contributing Buildings ...13 Non-contributing Outbldgs ....12 Non-contributing Sites ...2  Non-contributing Stmctares .1  Non-contributing Obj ...0
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MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT

Town of Millville, Worcester County, Massachusetts

Boundary Map

Solid lines represent district boundary

Dashed lines represent divisions between tax map sections
(Refer to parcel numbers on data sheet to locate specific properties)

Scale: approximately 1 in. = 200 ft.

Map created by Neil Larson & Associates, 2004
Source: Town of Millville Assessor’s Property Map
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Hie Commonwealth of Massachusetts
"William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission
March 27, 2006

Dr. John Roberts

National Regiger of Historic Places

Department of the Interior MR 6
Nationd Park Service 29

1201 Eye Sireet, NW 8" floor

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Main Street HD, Millville (Worcester), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Margaret Carroll, James Hull, Val Stegemoen, Millville Historica Commission
Diane McCutcheon, Millville Board of Sdectmen
Neil Larson, consultant
Millville Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.slate maus/mhc



