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As a dramatic rock formation "Irving's Castle" is no serious rival of Utah's
Mexican Hat or Arizona's Agathla, But it had a notable chronicler. And, with a
modicum of imagination, it does have the striking appearance of an ancient ruin,
In Washington Irving's day, before cedars had grown up around it and a century and
a half of weathering had exacted its toll, the formation was undoubtedly even more
evocative,

The out-cropping of reddish sandstone is broken and veined with lichen, Although
not over twenty feet in height, the generally east/west arc of rock crowns a gently
swelling hill that emphasizes its size, Approaching from the north or northeast, as
it almost surely must have done, the Irving party would have seen the formation
silhouetted against the sky, thereby accounting easily for the glowing description
it received in the official journal, The view from the south and west would have been
equally striking, Today, however, the growth of cedars on the north side of the
“"castle" - probably planted by early settlers in the area, possibly seeded by birds -
diminished the impact of the formation when seen from that direction.

The site has long been a popular one in the area, Trees and a modest rock
overhang on the north and west provide a natural picnic spot, To the north, west and
south the unbroken prairie falls away gently, giving today's visitor a pleasant
pastoral panorama that can not be too much different from that enjoyed by the Irving
party almost 150 years ago.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Often a place is significant, not so much in itself, but through the fortuity of
having a notable chronicler., This is particularly true of several areas in the eastern
half of present Oklahoma first described by one of America's best known literary
figures, Washington Irving., His account of his ramblings, A Tour on the Prairies, was
a best seller in its day. It is still both entertaining and enlightening, especially
for the perceptive view it offers of Oklahoma when it was still a virtual wilderness.

Irving, with the Englishman Charles J, latrobe, Count Albert de Pourtales of
Switzerland, and Henry L. Ellsworth, a government emissary, left Fort Gibson on the
Arkansas River October 10, 1832, soon caught up with a detachment of Rangers on a
scouting expedition into the central part of present Oklahoma. They completed the
trip with the mounted soldiers. Both Irving and Latrobe subsequently wrote accounts
of their experiences, Wwhile the junket had its hardships and dangers, it was not
without its moments of fun, too, On Octobver 25, for example, it indulged in a
hilarious melee that emerged finally, distilled by the writer's creative genius, as
the "Ringing the Wild Horse" chapter of his book and -- with an assist from McGuffey --
a bit of the cultural background of countless thousands of readers of literature for
almost a century and a half., (This site, near present-day Oklahoma City, is already
included in the National Register,)

Another site visited by the expedition a few days earlier (Oct., 20) is the one
being nominated here. On a generally flat landscape it is a hilltop formation of
reddish, lichen-traced rocks that reminded Irving of “the ruins of some Moorish Castle,
crowning a height in the midst of a lonely Spanish landscape." Poetic license or not,
it is a striking description, And the "Castle” remains today, essentially unchanged
from that day in 1832, Because of its initial description by Irving, the wide-spread
recognition it has received over the years because of his writings, and because the
formation stands today much as it did then, it is being nominated for the protection
of the National Register.
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