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SUMMARY

Friday's Station is a two-and-one-half story, frame building constructed in 1860 as 
an inn and Pony Express Station. The symmetrical building is a western adaptation 
of Greek Revival design and includes horizontal siding with cornerboards, eave 
returns on the gable ends, six-light-over-six light sash windows with thin muntin 
profiles, and a central entry with sidelights, pilasters and cornice. The inn, 
recently restored, is in excellent condition and is currently used as a guest 
house for the Park Cattle Company. A single cell, gable-roofed, log blacksmith 
shop and stable is located to the rear of the inn. This building was built in 
1850 and is currently used for storage.

SITE

Stateline, Nevada, is situated on the southeast shore of Lake Tahoe near the 
California border. The two buildings are located on a rise overlooking Lake Tahoe 
amid clusters of tall, evergreen trees and lawn. The immediate site is part of 
a larger (approximately 112 acre) parcel of natural terrain. This parcel is 
surrounded by new development; immediately to the west are the high-rise, hotel 
casinos of Stateline, Nevada.

EXTERIOR

Originally supported by a redwood foundation, the inn now sits on a recent, concrete 
block foundation. The wood framed building is clad with horizontal V-grooved wooden 
siding with cornerboards and is topped by a shingled, gabled roof with a boxed 
cornice, plain frieze, and eave returns. Two interior chimneys protrude through 
the roof. These chimneys are enclosed in wood and are recent additions to the 
building.

The predominant feature of the building is a two tier verandah with shed roof which 
runs the length of the building. The verandah is supported by square posts with a 
criss-cross balastrade on the second floor. A one story addition with shed roof 
once ran the length of the building on the rear elevation. This addition was removed 
c. 1980 during the building's restoration.

The windows are six-over-six, double hung, sash with plain surrounds and are flanked 
by wooden shutters. There are four exterior doors, one centrally placed on each long 
side of the building on each floor. The main (front, first floor) door is flanked by 
sidelights and topped by a plain cornice supported by pilasters. The second floor, 
wooden doors have two panels and six lights.

INTERIOR

The interior has been remodeled several times. The present floor plan on the first 
floor is close to the original plan which included a restaurant on one end and a saloon 
on the other. The first floor plan now includes a living area on one side and a 
kitchen and dining room on the other. The second floor is divided into several small 
rooms, much as it always has been except for the addition of bathrooms. The second 
floor was decorated in knotty pine paneling in the 1930's. The third floor or attic 
is one large space with exposed log rafters.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

Friday's Station is an intact early Nevada inn significant for its association with the 
Pony Express (Criteria A) and as a representative example of a Greek Revival influenced 
commercial structure (Criteria C). The structure also served as an early Lake Tahoe 
resort, operating under the name "Buttermilk Bonanza Ranch" during the 1870's and 1880's. 
Of the thirty Pony Express stops in Nevada, Friday's Station is the only stop which has 
not undergone reconstruction. In addition to serving as a Pony Express stop, Friday's 
Station^ also served as a way-station for James McClean's Pioneer State Line, the 
Wells Fargo Express, and general traffic between California and the Comstock Mining 
District. Friday's Station is the oldest, documented, commercial inn on Lake Tahoe.

ELABORATION

Of the thirty Pony Express stations constructed in Nevada, Friday's Station is the only 
one to survive essentially intact. Unlike the majority of the P6.ny Express stations 
which were hastily erected from desert matieral, (stone, adobe, scrap lumber) Friday's 
Station was constructed as a substantial timber building and remained in operation under 
private ownership beyond the life of the Pony Express. (October, 1861)

Friday's Station was established in March 1860 by Martin K. "Friday" Burke and James 
Washington Small with the preempting of 320 acres of meadow and forest and the building 
of a one room cabin/station. Located on Kingsbury Grade, the main road over the Sierras 
to Washoe Valley, Friday's capitalized on the traffic to the Comstock Lode in 1860, one 
year after silver was discovered there.

In April of 1860, Burke and Small obtained a franchise to operate Friday's as a Pony 
Express station. Friday's is famous as the home station of "Pony Bob" Haslam, one of 
the most notable riders. "Pony Bob" was the first rider to cross the Sierra on the new 
Kingsbury Grade road, riding from Friday's to Buckland's Station on the Carson River 
near Fort Churchill.

"Pony Bob" is accredited the fastest run and the longest ride by a single rider in the 
short life of the Pony Express. He rode from Friday's to Buckland's, and then to 
Smith's Creek when the relief rider would not ride the second leg due to the danger 
posed by the Paiutes. This ride, the fastest in Pony Express history, was 190 miles 
long, ridden on May 6, 1860, the day before the Pyramid Indian War started. After a 
brief stay at Smith's Creek, "Pony Bob" headed back to Friday's with the westbound mail, 
on his way he stopped at Cold Springs to discover that the Paiutes had burned the station 
and killed John Williams and his group. He continued his ride to Friday's stopping 
only to change horses and to alert the other stations of the tragedy at Williams Station.
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OUTBUILDING

The original Pony Express cabin (also built in 1860) is rectagular in plan, 
one room, log building. The round log exterior has saddle notched, corner 
joints with the logs extending about six inches beyond the corners. The 
building is topped with a gabled, wooden shingled roof. The gable ends are 
sided with vertical boards. Double doors, hinged at the sides and a small 
door in the gable-end provide the only openings into the building.
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His total ride was 380 miles long, the longest ride by a single rider.

Friday's was also a station for James McClean's Pioneer Stage Line and the Wells 
Fargo Express. As a home station for these companies as well as a way station for 
travelers, Burke and Small were forced in 1860 to expand their one room facility 
by building the present inn building and several outbuildings. Friday's could then 
house 25 guests in the main house and the required number of stage drivers and teams 
of horses in the outbuildings. Friday's stable and haybarn was reported to be one of 
the largest in the West. It also boasted running water from a spring delivered to the 
stable and main building through 10 inch hollow logs.

Although the Pony Express ultimately failed, lasting only eighteen months, 
Friday's prospered, collecting as much as $1,500 a day during the summers 
from their toll road, the western section of Kingsbury Grade. Friday's 
was the last "mountain oasis" for travelers going east into the desert and 
did a brisk business until 1868 when the Central Pacific Railroad was completed.

By August of 1875, Small, now solo owner, had turned Friday's Station into a 
resort named the "Buttermilk Bonanza Ranch" offering "the finest hunting, fishing, 
and general well-being to be found in the Tahoe Region". James and then his brother 
"Doc" ran the resort until 1888.

The inn is the oldest building of its type in the Tahoe Basin and an excellent 
sample of Classically inspired frontier architecture. There are few remaining 
resort complexes of any age in the basin. The closest, in distance and in age 
and most substantial is the Glenbrook Inn and Ranch Resort. At Glenbrook, the 
Lake Shore House (1863) (listed on the National Register) and the JeEferson Hotel 
(1882) are similar to Friday's Station in style, massing, and materials. Camp 
Richardson on the California side of Lake Tahoe survives but is associated with 
a much later period of the resort industry. The main lodge at Camp Richardson 
dates from the 1930s; its forty-seven associated guest cottages date from the 
mid-1920s through the late 1930s.
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