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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The North Bennington Depot is located east o£ Main Street^ 
south of the tracks of the Vermont Railway (formally the 
Rutland Railway).

The structure is built of brick on a rectangular plan, is two 
stories high, and rests on a foundation of cut marble blocks. 
A one story brick baggage room extends east a short distance 
from the main-block of the structure.

The walls are articulated by a series of large rectangular 
recesses, the top of which are decorated by a crenellated 
brick moulding. *

first story windows and doorways are capped by ornate stone 
hood mouldings. The structure has a wood cornice with scrolled 
brackets surmounted by a mansard roof sheathed with alternating 
bands of light and dark slates. A series of pedimented dormers 
with round arched windows, which are further accentuated by- 
flanking wood scrollwork, is located along the roof. A brick 
chimney, constructed itfith decorative rectangular niches, is 
located at each end of the structure.

The Depot's most prominent exterior feature is the two story 
central pavilion, located along the main (south) elevation, 
which is capped by a full, rectangular mansard roof clock 
tower. A corresponding pavilion, reflecting the shape of 
the interior ticket office, is located at the center -of the 
tracks ide (north) elevation. Another outstanding feature is 
the generous canopy, supported by graceful carved wood brackets 
or outriggers, which extends out from the building between the 
first and second stories and encircles the entire structure.

The interior is divided into two waiting rooms, partially 
separated on the track side of the building by an octagonal 
shaped ticket office. These lower rooms are polychromed by 
utilizing wood casework and wainscoting executed in alternating 
strips of chestnut and cherry. The second floor rooms, pro­ 
bably used as offices, are of more utilitarian design. A 
large cistern is located at the second story level beneajth the 
clock tower. -," ':0-?-- :---/7vX

The depot retains almost all of its original fabric with; - :the V 
exception of the following alterations: . , ' '"^' '
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1. Large portions of the wood cornice were ;replac,e<l,in 
1972. V--v, -:- :ro^L-R ,

2. The original clock tower was removed around 1940- and 
was reconstructed in 1972. -^-^-r
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3. The window on the west side of main pavilion was en­ 
larged in 1972 into a doorway to provide an outside 
access to the second floor offices.

GP 0 921.724



ERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian I C] 16th Century 

n 15th Century D '7th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1880
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

[~~| Prehistoric

C3 Historic 

[ | Agriculture 

[3 Architecture 

D Art

I | Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

Q Education 

Q Engineering 

I I Industry 

Q Invention 

I I Landscape

Architecture 

D Literature 

[~l Military 

[ | Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi-

losophy 

|~) Science 

Q Sculpture

Q Social/Human- 

itarian

| | Theater

[2{j Transportation

3n Planning. 

tr^(Specily)

U

to

LLJ 

LU

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bennington was the junction of the Rutland Railway main­ 
line and two major lines to Massachusetts and New York. As a 
result, the village became a major station

In 1880, in order to provide a better passenger facility at 
North Bennington, the present brick depot was constructed to 
replace a wood frame station located on the same site. Shortly 
after the structure was erected, a contemporary account related] 
that the building "receives the attention and commendation of 
travelers who may stop for a short or longer time at the 
station, as well as the admiration of the citizens generally".

For over half a century the depot served as the gateway to the 
village. Beginning in the 1930 f s the structure gradually fell 
into disrepair as a result of the general decline in the Rut­ 
land's passenger service.

By the mid 20th Century the depot had become derelict and serv 
ed only as a reminder of the village's important railroad past 
Fortunately, a highway project slated to obliterate the struc­ 
ture was defeated. A citizens' group formed to acquire the 
depot from the State of Vermont in order to convert the build­ 
ing to municipal offices .

Work began in 1971 and completion is expected by the end of 
1972. Few compromises to the integrity of the structure have 
been made by the architect. As a result, the architectural 
integrity of this most important remaining example of late 
19th railroad station architecture has been preserved. The 
project has the added distinction of being one of the most 
successful and sympathetic adaptive use projects to take place 
in the State thus far.

1. Abby Maria Hemenway, ed. 
(Chicago, 1887), PP. 48-49.

Local History of Bennington
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q' State rjj$ Local Q

v (/ fv ' . • ' • 4f/ ' 

Title Director of Historic Sites
State Liaison Officer

Date 12/6/72

STATE . '

,,,,,,,„ Vermont w.-

CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

J/6/72

•.. CODE

.'- : 50

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
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