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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The White Bird grade is a good example of an early engineering feat 
in highway building. U.S. Highway 95 winds up White Bird hill in 
a series of sharp curves and a dozen switchbacks, giving the im­ 
pression of a confused snake crawling up a hill. This eight-mile 
section of two-lane road was originally only sixteen feet wide but in 
1938 was widened to eighteen feet. Most of the switchbacks are 
in a relatively small segment of the grade, so that anyone going 
along the road scarcely can tell whether the rest of the traffic 
is going in the same or in the opposite direction. A new grade 
which will replace the old route is all but complete, with only a 
bridge still to be built. When the new grade is finished, the old 
road will remain as a marvel of highway building during the early 
automobile era.

The southern terminus for the White Bird grade is at a point m 
described as 45°46'40" latitude and 116°17'04" longitude; northern m 
terminus is at a point described as 45O52'28" latitude and 
116°12'10" longitude. The corridor which follows the road between 
these two points is 60 feet wide.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

No other major highway grade in the United States matches this one 
in the design of its switchbacks, an engineering achievement of the 
good roads movement after 1916. 21.1 miles of U.S. Highway 95 from 
White Bird to Grangeville was constructed in 1920, with grading, 
drainage and crushed rock work done that year. The total cost of 
this first project was $362,155. The road was later surfaced with 
crushed rock in three separate projects in 1922, 1925 and 1927. 
Finally the road was surfaced with roadmix bituminous in two projects 
in 1937 and 1938, bringing the total cost for the 21.1 miles of 
road to $521,316.

Highway 95 is the only highway in Idaho which connects the northern 
part of the state with the southern part. The White Bird hill is 
well-known by all who drive the road as a place where traffic slows 
considerably, even in good weather, to wind either up or down the 
sharp curves and switchbacks. Under bad weather conditions, White 
Bird hill presents a major obstacle to all north-south traffic. 
The new grade will be appreciated for its greater speed and safety, 
but the original White Bird grade will be remembered as one of the 
marvels of highway engineering, built when cars did not travel much 
more than 25 miles per hour.
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Records of Idaho Department of Highways, 1921-1938.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
————————— . ————————————————————————— ————————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 45° 52- 30- 116o 12- 17- 
NE 45 ° 52 • 17 • 116° 11- 23" 
SE 45 ° 46 • 30 - 116° 16- 36" 
5W 45 • 46 ' •>() • 116° 17' 40" . .. „„ .,

LATITUDE AND LONGIT' JDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING TH^ cti%iT3.R POIN 1 OF A PROPERTY 
0 OF LESS THAN TFN ACRESK ' —— • '•'•—•- —————————

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes
northern terminirs : ° • 
45 52 28 116 12 
southern terminus:
ZiR L& L(\ 11 A 17
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according; to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State j£] Local G
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Idaho
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National Register.
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