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The Rau/Strong House is located at 2 George Street in West Saint 
Paul (Lots 1,2,3, Block 97, West Saint Paul Proper). The property 
consists of three lots upon which are two structures, a two storey lime 
stone dwelling and a limestone carriage barn. The site is hilly and 
spacious lawns separate the house from the barn.

Constructed between 188£rand 1886, the house reflects ;the ecclectic- 
tastes of the high Victorian era in that it combines architectural 
design features of the Italianate, the Second Empire, and the Eastlake 
styles. It is two storeys with a gabled mansard roof. Although con 
structed of local yellow limestone, it has been faced with a finish 
coat of plaster/stucco to conceal the rusticated nature of the stone. 
Brush-hammered quoins mark corners. *A prominent, .feature are the high 
floor to ceiling windows throughout, ,.a feature of the Italianate style. 
The Eastlake is featured in the pierced-work decoration found in the 
gables.

In plan, the house is basically Italianate, with formal rooms 
located in a front mass and kitchen and service functions in a rear 
appendage of smaller proportions. A stair tower (or pavilion) marks 
the entry on the north facade. One enters through a pair of double 
doors into a stair hall which opens to the right and front into the 
parlor and sitting room respectively. In these two rooms as in the 
dining room and chamber in the main portion of the house, the majority 
of furnishings date from the late nineteenth century and are contemporary 
with the house. The second floor contains chambers and bedrooms.

The carriage barn to the southeast of the house is also constructed 
of local yellow limestone, although not covered with the plaster/stucco 
finish. Style-wise, it reflects the same design influences as seen in 
the house, although the degree of finishwork is less, and the whole 
appears more rusticated. It is a simple cupolaed structure with horse- 
stalls and carriage room on the first level and loft on the second level. 
It, as in the case of the house, remains relatively intact.

In general, both structures are in a good state of preservation, 
but are beginning to show the deterioration relative to age and weather. 
The present occupants are elder-ly and little has been done in recent 
years in grounds-keeping and maintenance. The property is one of 
extremely few urban "estates" in West Saint Paul which has retained 
the features of original site development.....grounds and outbuildings 
The area is subject to possible redevelopment and the future of the 
Rau/Strong House is uncertain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1867 Adam Rau: p%rchased v the property at 2 George Street in 
West Saint Paul.' This parcel consisted of three hilly lots a short 
distance from the Mississippi River. Rau, a stone-cutter of foreign 
descent held this property for seventeen years until, in 1884, he 
applied for a permit to construct a limestone dwelling and barn on 
the property. Two years later, the buildings were completed. 
However, in 1888, Rau moved on selling the house, barn and property 
to Ossian R. Strong, for the sum of $8,000. The property has remained 
to the present day in the hands of the descendents of Ossian Strong 
who have preserved it relatively intact.

The Rau/Strong House is primarily significant as a representative 
of middle class taste during the last half of the nineteenth century 
in Saint Paul. Although Rau^s credited with constructing the 
buildings himself, these buildings are typical of the varied tastes 
of the era. Land was relatively plentiful and the idea of the urban 
"mansion" with carriage barn and spacious grounds was in vogue. Rau 
therefore constructed his "mansion" on the northwest corner of his 
three lots with the carriage barn on the southeast corner separated 
by an expanse of lawn and gardens. Significant also is the craftsman 
ship with which the buildings were designed and constructed.... 
reflecting Rau's skill as a stone-cutter. They are of local yellow 
limestone laid in courses with brush-hammered quoins at corners. 
They alsto reflect Rau's ecclectic tastes in design, as the architectural 
features are derived through a combination of the Italianate, 
the Second Empire, and the Eastlake.

Further, the property has remained in the hands of the Strong 
family since its purchase in 1888. Strong, a clerk for the P.H. Kelley 
Company of Saint Paul, made no changes in the structures nor have his 
descendents. Rather, the house and barn have been preserved along 
with many original '•ftirnishings to convey an accurate picture of middle 
class urban life in "the Victorian Saint Paul.
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