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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importance of this area. ..*''•..,•.•• ' * 
Harvard Street is important for its many substantial houses of 

outstanding quality, and its role in the early suburbanization of 
Cambridge by prosperous Boston businessmen. Harvard Street is one 
of the major thoroughfares of mid-Cambridge, and although it was 
developed as a transportation route to Boston, no street railway 
or busline ever ran along it. / 

Harvard St r e e t was p r o j e c t e d as the most direc.t ros<^ from Old 
Cambridge t o Boston, and was l a i d out over the a c t i v e o b j e c t i o n s of 
Judge Francis Dana Csee Opposition House, q.v.)^ whose es t a t e occupied 
th.e top o f Dana H i l l . Promoted by r e a l estate i n t e r e s t , the s t r e e t 
was soon l i n e d by suburban v i l l a s . I t was f i r s t l a i d out as Canal Street 
i n 1801 i n Cambridgeport, and by 1803, e i g h t years a f t e r the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f the West Boston Bridge, extended as f a r as Lee S t r e e t . The whole ' 
length, from t l i e West Boston Bridge tO' Harvard Square was opened t o 
t r a f f i c i n 1808. I n the 1830s, the s t r e t c h from Prospect St r e e t 
tp,r Quincy 5quare was parceled i n t o house l o t s . By 1854 over t h i r t y 
houses had been b u i l t , among them some of the f i n e s t Greek Revival 
mansions i n th.e c i t y . Each successive b u i l d i n g s t y l e from I t a l i a n a t e 
t o C o l o n i a l Revival brought f i n e examples t o the s t r e e t . Most o f these 
-houses were large s i n g l e - f a m i l y residences set high above the s t r e e t . 

F u l l y developed by 1896, Harvard S t r e e t was one o f the hand­
somest s t r e e t s i n 'th.e c i t y . Despite the unfortunate i n t r u s i o n of 
apartment b u i l d i n g s i n the 1920s and again i n the 1960s, the 
s t r e e t r e t a i n s much of i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. 

1. '335 Harvard Street (TS&O^, James P. Melledge House yZ 

A wide-pilas^tered, monitor-roofed Greek Revival mansion t h a t 
was the residence of James P. Melledge, a Boston commission 
jnerchant. The grounds of the house o r i g i n a l l y extended t o . 
Dana S t r e e t . A stable i n the r e a r dates from l a t e r i n the 
nineteenth centxiry. 

2 . 337 Harvard Street GIB'S?), James P. K e l l e y , a r c h i t e c t • . / ' 

James P. Kelley was the architect of this elegant hip-roofed 
Colonial Revival house of refined scale. Noteworthy features 
include the elliptical front porch, recessed shell motif. -'fr 

' ' ' i^-.' •' 
8. Biblidiprapljy and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc. 
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above the entrance, Palladian window and dormers with swan's neck 
pediment. 

3 41-4 3 Harvard Street Cl855-56) " ' . 

A well-preserved brick double house i n a square expression of the 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . .. 

4. 3 36 Harvard Street C185 8), Caleb Warner House 

Notable features of t h i s center-gabled Bracketed-Italianate house 
include a small projecting center p a v i l i o n and hood moldings on 
the windows of the upper story. This house was b u i l t f o r Caleb Warner, 
a cashier at the Bank of CoTmnerce i n Boston. 

5. 338 Harvard Street C1859), Amos Frothingham House 

One of the few remaining pattern book Gothic houses i n Mid-
Cambridge. Gothic Revival elements include pointed arch wall 
dormers on the asyxametrical facade. The o r i g i n a l owner was Amos 
Frothingham, a cashier at the Tremont Bank i n Boston. 

6. 340 Harvard Street C189 7), William Goepper House, Arthur Vinal 
architect 

Arthur Vinal was the a r c h i t e c t of t h i s Colonial Revival house, 
which retains the asymmetrical facade arrangement of the Queen 
Anne s t y l e , but a t o t a l e f f e c t of formal c l a r i t y and li n e a r 
precision reminiscent of Federal a r c h i t e c t u r e . Goepper was the 
owner of a large steam b a r r e l factory i n East Cambridge. 

7. 342-44 Harvard Street C185 7) Samuel Baker Rindge House. , • ^ 

This s t y l i s t i c a l l y up-to-date Mansard house was the residence of 
Samuel B. Findge, a successful shipping merchant and banker i n 
the Boston-Cambridge area. His son, Frederick H. Rindge, gave 
a succession of g i f t s to the City of Cambridge i n memory of his 
father: the Public Library, City Hall and the Manual Training ;* 
School. ' ' •* 

The Harvard Strefet National Register D i s t r i c t marks the simmit 
of Dana H i l l and includes portions of Harvard Street between Ellery and 
Hancock Streets (see Cambridge Community Development P. D. Quad Maps 
3 and 5). Boundaries were selected to include the large nineteenth 
century residences which once distinguished t h i s s t r e e t . 
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owner objection 
appeal 
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Working No. 
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maps _ 
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•i' 
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Discipline. 
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aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Property 

S . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ipt ion 

6. Bepresenta t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
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dates 
boundary aalection 
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completeness 
clar i ty 
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Justif ication of areas 
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9 . Major Bib l iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

1 1 . F o r m Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e His tor ic P reserva t ion Off icer Cer t i f ica t ion 

1 3 . Othar 

Maps 
Photographs 
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