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Moved 0 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lawson D. Franklin house was built by the man considered to be 
the first recorded millionaire in Tennessee. Franklin placed his 
house on a prominence which originally had a sweeping view of the 
French Broad River. The river is now an arm of Douglas Lake, a 
TVA project.

Because it was impossible both to examine the site at a close range 
and to see the interior of the house, a description of the property 
is limited. The main house is a rectangular two-story red brick 
structure with an I^wlrig, to which is now attached what was probably 
a sepa.rateL .brick kitchen.. Openings on the front side are balanced 
with a center door on both stories flanked by two windows on each 
side. The front porch is a recent replacement.

An early photograph of the main section of the house appeared in a 
19M-6 publication. It shows that the building has changed very 
little although it passed through deteriorating stages, as indicated 
by the picture. At that time, there were shutters on the windows. 
The present owners, who recently restored the house, seem to have 
made few changes on the exterior. ""

Several outbuildings are of interest. Directly behind the house 
is an exceptionally high clapboard smokehouse. One written account 
stated tHat there is a water tower on the upper level, thus explainin 
the extra height. This could not be verified, although the building 
even at a distance, is highly unusual.

To the side of the house and at some distance, is a multi-storied 
brick barn, one of very few brick barns in the state. Across the 
road and directly in front of the house is a
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lawson D. Franklin is credited with being the first recorded 
millionaire in Tennessee. Certainly, he was a major figure in east 
Tennessee and influenced the early commercial development in the 
Leadville area of Jefferson County.

Franklin was born in Rutledge, Virginia, on January 19, 1801. The 
date when he moved to Tennessee was not located, but it was by the 
1830 T s. Franklin first became involved in various business tran 
sactions, including cotton, and slaves, with an uncle, John Roper, 
who lived in nearby Dandridge. He operated vast tracts of land, 
many of them obtained in land grants by his forebears. The 
Leadville area was the geographical center of his land holdings, 
and it was also in this vicinity that he operated two merchandising 
stores.

According to Goodspeed T s History of Tennessee, Franklin established 
Leadville in 18M-8. The name selected for the town obviously 
reflected His mining interests. The latter were also the reason 
for Franklin T s building a railroad from Morristown to Leadville 
at his own expense. When Franklin died on April 8, 1861, his 
estate was in excess of a million dollars.

The house near Leadville was built by Franklin and his wife, 
Elizabeth. Exactly when it was constructed is unknown, but one 
historian feels that it was probably 1835-M-O, as based upon Franklin 
age and financial abzU-r^TJinp^. that time.
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