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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Fisk University. History, Building and Site, and Services of Dedication
at Nashville, Tennessee, January 1st, 1876 (New York, 1876), provides 
a contemporary description of the building when it was first completed:

"The massive proportions of Jubilee Hall strike one pleasantly as 
he approaches it. The building is in the form of an "L", and has an 
east front of 145 feet, and a south front of 128 feet. Including 
basement and cellar, it is six__s_tories. high, and is supplied with all 
the conveniences of water, steam, and gas. It is heated throughout 
by steam, and each room has a radiator. The entire building contains 
120 rooms .... The building is made of the best pressed brick, with 
stone^ trimmings. The style is modern English [Victorian], The jnain 
entrance is on the south front, and is composed of a stone stairway 
with pillars supporting a small stone balcony. The front door is com­ 
posed of black walnut, of massive proportions, and having complete 
bronze trimmings. On the right of the hall are the reception rooms 
and parlor ... connected by large folding doors. On the other side 
of the hall is the office, and . . . the assembly room .... Opposite 
this on the cross hall is the library, adjoining it the music roonkt*; . 
The dining room is in the eastern portion of the building. It is 38 by 
90 feet, and will seat 300 persons. It has two rows of columns through 
the centre .... The three upper stories are fac similes one of the 
other. All are divided into bed chambers and all furnished exactly 
alike. Each floor has bath-rooms with hot and cold water, water closets 
and wash closets. Three tanks in the attic, holding thirty barrels each 
supply the entire water convenience, and they are in turn supplied from 
five cisterns in the cellar, holding 25,000 barrels of water. . . the 
basement [houses] the entire steam heating apparatus . . . the laundry 
department ... the kitchen . . . pantry, the oven room, and the bak­ 
ery. . . . The basement also contains rooms that have been fitted up 
as recitation rooms, having a black-board extending all around .... 
The front halls and stairways are wainscoted with beautiful wood, alter­ 
nated in dark and light, brought from the Mendi Mission, West Africa. 
The rest of the wainscoting throughout the entire building, together 
with doors, door facings, cornices, etc., is made of white pine, which 
is varnishedl1 [pp. 8-10].

The building underwent substant_iaj...j^mo<l.eling in 1965. At that time, 
the interior was completely rebuilt to provide modern dormitory facili­ 
ties. The exterior, on the other hand, was substantially preserved 
insofar as fabric is concerned. A number of the dormer windows on the 
attic story were bricked in, as were a few others. Fire escapes were 
removed from the north, west, and east facades. New stone porches 
with brick parapets were built for the north, east, and west entrances; 
part of the stones-was taken from the foundation of the porch at the 
rear, or north entrance, which was demolished at the time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The American Missionary Association of New York City and the Western 
Freedmen's Aid Commission of Cincinaati, assisted by Gen. Clinton B. 
Fjfsk, then in charge of the Freedmen's Bureau in Tennessee, founded 
Fisk University, The institution was opened in 1866 as Fisk School 
and was chartered as a university in 1867.

The imposing Jubilee Hall, an L-shaped six-story Victorian Gothic dormi­ 
tory, is the oldest: and largest building at Fisk University and the oldest 
permanent building for the higher education of Negroes in the United 
States. Designed by the New York architect Stephen D. Hatch, the hand­ 
some building was erected from 1873 to 1876with part of the money made 
by the first group of Jubilee Singers. In 1871 the chorus of seven women 
and four men students made an extensive tour of the larger northern 
American cities, as well as of Europe and the British Isles. Proceeds 
of the tour proved sufficient to purchase land for the university campus 
and build Jubilee Hall, named in honor of the Singers.
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