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Verbena is a small unincorporated town located on rolling hills which slope
down to the banks of Chestnut Creek. Included in the district boundaries are 57
structures, most of which date from the late 19th century. With only five exceptions
the buildings are of frame construction and most are only 1 story in height.

The majority of the structures are unpretentious dwellings based on traditional
house forms found in the state; the dogtrot, saddlebag, shotgun, single pen cabin,
and the pyramidal roof house. A number of structures, most notably the Methodist
Parsonage (27), are modest Victorian homes with small amounts of ornamentation.
Several structures; the Gibson House (37), the two churches (1 § 48), the Verbena
Academy (31), the Barrett-Shepard House (13) and the Baldwin House (20) are notable
exceptions.

The major concentration of structures is along Cooper Street. Several
commercial structures are located at the intersection of Cooper and U.S. 31, while
the remainder of the structures are scattered or grouped along the roads leading
to the town.

A1l of the houses along Cooper, the only paved street in town, are occupied
and well maintained, while most of those along Montgomery Avenue have been abandoned
or are in disrepair.

The town has escaped modern intrusion to a remarkable extent. Out of the 57
structures only three could be classified as real intrusions and are located along
U.S. 31. They are: Johnsons Grocery store (22), the Standard Station (21), and
the Verbena Post Office (16). The remaining buildings constructed after 1920 reflect
the scale, materials and in many cases the traditional forms of the earlier structures.
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Inventory of Structures within the Verbena Historic District

1. Verbena United Methodist Church (Verbena-Enterprise Rd.): 1877, 1 story,
weatherboarded, portico on gable front, bracketed bell tower with conical
roof.

2. Brooks-Wingate House (Cooper St.): 1late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded,
low pyramidal roof, eaves supported by brackets, shed porch with ginger-
bread colonets.

3. Gulledge House (Cooper St.): c. 1911, 1 story, stone.

4, Oliver House (Cooper St.): c. 1902, 1 story weatherboarded, twin front gables,
Ionic colums on brick pedestals.

5. Williams House (Cooper St.): «c. 1920, 1 story, weatherboarded, bungalow.

6. Irby De Ramus House (Cooper St.): c. 1920, 1 story, frame, L-shaped, front
gable, screened porch.

7. Lamar House (Railroad St.): c. 1920, 1 story, frame, gabled roof.
8. Howell House (Railroad St.): c. 1920, 1 story, weatherboarded, bungalow.

9. Cathey House (Railroad St.): c. 1920, 1 story, asbestoes siding, gable roof,
shed roof porch, central hall.

10. Rental Cottage (Alley): early 20th c., 1 story, horizontal siding, hipped roof,
central chimney, shed porch.

11. Rental Cottage (Alley): early 20th c., 1 story, board and batten, gable roof,
single pen.

12. Rental Cottage (Alley): early 20th c., 1 story, board and batten, gable roof,
single pen.

13. Barrett-Shepard House (U.S. 31): 1870's, 2 story, weatherboarded, L-shaped,
gabled roof, front gable has small balcony with hooded window, small porch
with .gingerbread ornament.

14. Strock Place (U.S. 31): c. 1900, 1 story, frame, pyramidal roof, shed porch.

15. Kenyon Wells-Norton House (faces railroad from Old 31): prior to 1870, 1 story,
clapboard, gable roof, end-exterior chimneys, recent portico.
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16. Verbena Post Office (01d 31): 1 story, brick, gabled roof, contemporary.

17. Driver House (01d 31): c. 1900, 1% story, frame, gabled roof.

18. Garage (01d 31): c. 1920, 1 story, frame, gabled roof.

19. Driver Washateria (01d 31): c. 1930, 1% story, frame, gabled roof.

20. Baldwin House (Knights Ferry Road): 1870; 1 story, earlier portion of house is
log construction, c. 1900 the earlier section was enclosed with frame, hipped

roof has wide overhangs which form three sided porch, box colums, narrow
horizontal siding is broken into panels.

21. "J'" Self Serv Standard Station (U.S. 31): 1 story, concrete block, contemporary.

22. Johnson's Grocery Store (between Locust and Cooper St.): 1950, 1 story, frame,
low gabled roof.

23. Brooks-De Ramus Store (between Locust and Cooper St.): c. 1870, 2 story,
horizontal siding, gabled roof, box cornice and returns, 2nd story windows
are shuttered and trim has slight pediment, half hipped porch roof.

24. Gibson Store (Railroad St.): c¢. 1920, 1 story, brick.

25. Gibson-McGehee House (Cooper St.): c. 1880, 1 story, weatherboarded, hipped
roof, half hipped roof porch. (similar to 10 and 15).

26. Gibson-Smith House (Cooper St.): c. 1920, 1 story,weatherboarded, central
chimney, portico.

27. Methodist Parsonage (Cooper St.): 1877, 1 story, weatherboarded, L-shaped small
portico with jigsaw ornament, bracketed cornice, front gable has box cornice
and returns, slightly pedimented window trim.

28. Barnett-Culledge-Claughton (Cooper St.): late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded,
central pedimented pavillion with large bay window, flanked. porticos,box
columns, dentiled cornice.

29. Mitchell-Barnett House (Cooper St.): late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded,
gabled roof, portico with box columns.

30. Champion House (Cooper St.): c. 1930, 1 story, beveled siding, bungalow.

31. Verbena Academy (Cooper St.): 1882, two story, weatherboarded, 5 bay facade,
gabled roof, pedimented window and door trim.
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32. Ruins of house (Montgomery Ave.): frame, dogtrot.

33. Bland-Dansby House (Brooks St.): c. 1880, 1 story, weatherboarded, 1 bay deep,
gabled roof, end-exterior chimney, barge board on gables, similar trim on
front shed roof porch, abandoned.

34. Servant House (Montgomery Ave.): 1late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded, abandoned.

35. Servants House (Montgomery Ave.): late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded, double
pen structure, fine stone chimney, abandoned.

36. Gibson Rental Cottage (Montgomery Ave.): late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded,
central gable is void of trim, abandoned.

37. Gibson House (Montgomery Ave.): 1875, 2 story, central section topped with
cupola, numerous gables, wings, 1900 neo-classical portico, elaborate gardens.

38. J. C. Gibson House (Montgomery Ave.): c. 1940, 1 story, gabled roof, frame.

39. Gibson Rental Cottage (Montgomery Ave.): late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded,
gabled roof, shed roof porch, abandoned.

40. Gibson Rental Cottage (Montgomery Ave.): late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded,
fine pedimented window trim, abandoned.

41, Servant House (Montgomery Ave.): late 19th c., 1 story, board and batten, gabled
roof extends to form porch, single pen structure.

42. Servant House (Montgomery Ave.): 1 story, vertical flush siding, shotgun house.
43, Yellow House (Montgomery Ave.): c. 1940, 1 story, frame, contemporary.

44, Patillé House (01d Verbena Road): c. 1880, 1 story, weatherboarded, high
pyramidal roof, end-interior chimneys, shed roof porch.

45. Henry William House (0l1d Verbena Road): c. 1900, 1 story, L-shaped, front gable
is unadorned.

46. Letts House (0ld Verbena Road): c. 1890, 1 story, weatherboarded, L-shaped,
front gable contains bay window.

47. Williams-Mims House (Verbena-Enterprise Road): c. 1900, 1 story, weatherboarded,
pyramidal roof. Trailer next door.
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48. Verbena Baptist Church (Section Line Road): 1late 1870's, 1 story, weatherboarded.

49, Tennant House (Section Line Road): 1late 19th c., 1 story, frame covered with
asbestoes siding, gabled roof, saddlebag house (two pen structures with central
chimney) shed roof porch.

50. Baptist Pastorium (Section Line Road): mid 20th c., 1 story, brick, gabled roof.

51. William House (Section Line Road): 1late 19th c., 1 story, weatherboarded,
hipped roof, shed roof porch, central hall.

52. Ruins of Dogtrot House (Section Line Road): late 19th c., 1 story, two pen
structure with central breezeway, gabled roof.

53. Gulledge Rental Cottage (Center St.): c. 1910, L-shaped, front gable, weatherboarded.
1 story.

54. Gulledge Rental Property (between Sayre § Center): 1late 19th c., 1 story, frame,
shotgun house.

55. Thompson House (Sayre St.): c. 1870's, 1 story, board and batten, gabled roof,
end-exterior chimney, shed roof porch.

56. Calloway Home (Sayre St.): 1late 19th c., 1 story, board and batten, gabled roof,
shed roof porch.

57. Barn (Center St.): early 20th c., 1% story, frame barn, modernized into office.
(now Gene Mims Office.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Verbena is one of the few remaining small towns in the state which has retained most
of its rural, late 19th century quality. The initial establishment of the commmity was
brought about by the North-South Railroad passing through the area and the opening of a
large saw mill in the vicinity, but in large part the town owes its existence to the
yellow fever epidemics of the late 19th century. During the 1870's, 1880's and 1890's,
considerable numbers.of Black Belt families summered in the town and many finding the

location and climate to their liking stayed on as permanent residents.

The earliest known settler in the area was Peter Cooper who obtained a large tract
of land in the 1830's. Cooper operated a large plantation, a small saw mill, a grist
mill and a cotton gin. Next came Captain John Norton, an Alabama Riverboat Captain,
seeking to cure his tuberculosis, as latér did the Georgia Poet Sidney Lanier. The
North-South Railroad was completed in 1870 and shortly there after the Pratt Saw Mill

opened its doors.

In 1873 when Montgomery suffered a severe epidemic of yellow fever, most of the
inhabitants of the town fled, many of the prominent families coming to Verbena located
450" above sea level and only 32 miles north of the city. Many of the families constructed
sumer homes in the area and in the late 1870's a hotel was constructed to keep up with
the demands of the summer visitors. During this period two churches were constructed, a
number of summer rental cottages built and several stores opened.

One of the earliest families to build a permanent home, was the Gibson family. Major
Joseph Carr Gibson, for several years the owner-editor of the Montgomery Daily Mail and
a brother-in-law of Sidney Lanier, moved to Verbena in 1875 and constructed the finest

house in the village.

When in the early 1880's the first hotel was demolished in a fire, a stock company
was organized to build a second hotel, the Clifton House, which was completed in 1882. A
few years later a private school was organized for the growing number of permanent

residents.

The town reached its peak of popularity as a fashionable summer resort in the late
1880's when a summer stay. in Verbena was considered a must by many of Montgomery's most
prominent families. By 1900, when yellow fever was no longer a threat, the town had a
‘izable year-round population, two churches, several stores and a school. Its popularity
s a resort began to fade and in 1922 when the Clifton House Hotel burned, it was not
eplaced. During this time the town experienced a small boom due to the construction of
iearby Mitchell Dam and several rental houses were built (numbers 7-12). At present the
own is composed of permanent residents, many of whom commute to Montgomery. The town

replf cormrac aec tha raliagimic and adiicratinnal renter far the five neiochharine cammmitiac
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Commence at the intersection of the southern right of way line of the Verbena-
Enterprise Road and the Southern (rear) property line of the Verbena United Methodist
Church, the point of beginning; thence easterly along said property line to the
eastern (rear) property line of the Brooks-Wingate house, said property line being
parallel to and approximately 275 feet from the centerline of Cooper Street; thence
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northerly’ aléng said property line to the southern line of section 36; thence east
along the section line to the intersection of section 36 and section 31; thence north
to the southern right of way line of U.S. Highway 31; thence southeasterly along said
right of way line to the eastern town limit line of Verbena; thence northeasterly along
said town limit line to the northern bank of Chestnut Creek; thence northwest, parallel
to U.S. Highway 31 to the southern right of way line of Chilton County Road 59;

thence southwest along said right of way line to the western right of way line of

U.S. Highway 31; thence southwest to the northern property line of the Gibson House,
said property line being approximately 230 feet from and parallel to Montgomery Avenue;
thence southerly along said property line to a line running east-west through the
center point of the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter of section 36; thence
westerly to the quarter section north-south line; thence south along the quarter
section lines to the southern right of way line of the Verbena-Enterprise road, thence
easterly along this line to a point 800 feet west of and parallel to the Old Verbena
Road, thence south 800 feet; thence east 800 feet to the centerline of the 0ld Verbena
Road, thence northerly to the point of origin.
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