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1. Name of Property

historic name Dorchester Temple Baptist Church

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 670 Washington Street N/A  not for publication
city or town Boston (Dorchester) N/A  vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk .code 025 zip code 02124

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this"* nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
SVieets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewlde)™locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

‘gitaiure of certifying official/Title Judith BABC@@bugh, Executive Director \Date
Asaachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register aiteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
« entered In the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain): '



Dorchester Temple Baptist Church
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X_building(s)
_public-local _ district

public-State _ site
_ public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/rellgious facillitvl

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/shingle style

Narrative Description

Suffolk, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing

1

1

Noncontributing

_buildings

sites

structures
_ objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/rellgious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from Instructions)
foundation STONE: granite
walls  WOOD: shingle

roof

other

ASPHALT
GLASS

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See continuation sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church (Photos 1 and 2) islocated a 670 Washington
Street, Dorchester, Massachusetts. Built in two slages between 1889-1892 by George W.
Oliver, from desgnsprovided by Boston architect and Dorchester resdent Arthur Vinal

this wooden church ranks among thefinest examples of Shingle style ecclesiagtica
architecture in Boston. 6 .

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church is situated on level ground a the northeast comer
of Welles Avenue and Washington Street. The church dands a the southem gateway to

the Codman Sguare commercid district as well as the westem edgeof the Ashmont Hill
resdentia area

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, together-with the Federd style 1806 Second
Church in Dorchegter a the northem end of the Codman Square areabracket Washington
Stret'sarchitecturaly and higtorically significant mid 19th through early 20th century
commercid, public and resdentiad buildings. The northem part of the Codman Square
areacontains the historic Codman Sguare cross roads which includes ssgments of Tabot
Avenue, Centre Street, Norfolk Street, as well as Washington Street. 1n addition to the
churchesof the Codman Sguare areg, other well-designed buildings include the Hartwell,
Richardson and Driver- desgned Dorchester High Schooal, recently known as Girl's Latin
Academy, amassve, yellow brick Renaissance Reviva building dating to 1900, the
former Dorchester Women's Club, ahandsome A.Warren Gould-designed Colonial
Reviva wooden sdmcture a 40 Centre Street (1898), the Josgph T.Greene - designed
Lithgow Building, rendered in the Georgian Revival stylein 1899; and the former
Codman Sguare Branch Library housad in amasonry, cupolatopped Georgian Revival
building of 1904. The Codman Square Historic District was designated in 1983.

Additionally, the church's towered, asymmetrica form and dark brown wood shingle
sheathing echo those of the Shingle style resdences of the Ashmont Hill neighborhood to
the eadt, desgned by Edwin JLewis and others during the 1880s and 1890s.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church sands on atrgpezoidd-shagped ot containing
18,000 sguarefeet with abuilding footprint covering 7,500 squarefeet. Bordering the
church's property, to the north isa one-story concrete commercia block.

To the eedt, the Ashmont Hill neighborhood unfolds with Itaianate/ Mansard and Queen
Aime residences bordering Wdles Avenue with a2 12 sory Quean Anne resdence
immediately adjacent to the eestem Sde of the church. Across Weles Avenueto the
south isthe modem masonry one-sory Codmian Squiare branch of the Boston Public
Libraiy which replaced the Harrison Atwood-designed Henry L. Fierce Schoal in 1967.

(continued) S
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The church's west facade overlooks dtered double and single-family wooden Itaianate
houses of the 1870sa 665/667 and 671 Washington Street, respectively, as well as the

Classca Reviva E-shgped, 3-gory masonry gpartment building erected during the
1910s

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church exhibitsthe Shingle styl€'s trademark complex
shgpe and picturesque profilesachieved viathe artfiil massng of its smctura
components. Particularly compelling isthe heavy configuration of the sanctuary's
intersecting gables and the exotic goped of the bell tower's bulbous roof. In a sansethe
church is as much awork of sculpture as it is architecture with the artistic placement of a
succession of varied volumes all unified by a smooth skin of dark brown shingles.

The building condgsof three ssmcturad components. 1) alarge rectangular sanctuary
encdosed by an intersecting gable roof with afloor areaof 4,000 squarefeet; 2) an off- ~
center square bell tower segment capped by adigtinctive pyramida roof; and 3) a

; northem, single-story hip roofed component with shed-roofed donners. All of the
" church's ssmctura components rise from low, mbble sone foundations.

Circumscribed by low concrete borders, open aress of grassand shmbbery border the
Washington Street and Welles Avenue elevations, the width of this green space

narrowing as it goproaches the northwest and southeast comers of the lot.

A short flight of concrete stepsleadsfrom the Washington Street sidewalk to aconcrete sy
path providing acoess to the main entrance currently located on the tower's west ,
elevation. A path dso leads to an entrance a the center of the west porch. Passing t
through a porte cochere a the southwest comer of the building, an asphdt-covered

driveway followsasemicircular path on the Welles Avenue sde of the building.

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church: West Elevation

Reading from north to south, the west or main elevation of the church is asymmetrically
divided into athree bay / single bay / four bay arrangement of the church offices, tower
and front porch, respectively. Thethree-bay section of the church offices is fenesfrated by
a double windowflankedby single windows; all of the windows are square-heeded and
contain 12/12 wood saeh. Tliis hipped-roof section is omamented with asimple molded
comice. A shed-roofed dormer extendsthe length of the northem dope.

Piercing the westem facade of the dormer wall to the south of its intersection with the hip >5 .
roof isawdndow containing 82 wood sash.

The off-center tower provides the composition with astrong vertical anchor. The westem
eevation of the tower exhibits double doors which are surmounted by a cornice headed
entablature. Surmounted by atripartite, multi-pane window, this entrance was added

6V (continued) yp;
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during the mid-20th century. Abovethisentrance, atall and narrow stained glass window
originally extended to apoint gpproximately two thirds distant from the comice of this
later entrances entablature. At the third floor of the tower's south facade isadouble
multi-pane window.The open "belfiy" portion of the towerflaresout into a shingled
pargpet; this sculptura form was somewhat marred by the addition of alow-pitched
pedimented section of roof, mogt likely installed to eiminate bird access and wegther-
proof the flat deck. The tower roof isapyramida bell-shaped form comprised of three
Sparate pitches and cgpped with a finial. During the mid20th-century, alarge marquee
waes cantilevered from the open bell tower. This electrified Sgnboard read, "Dorchester
WELCOME Temple" Holesfrom the supports are still evident today.

The sanctuary'swestem devation exhibits an inset porch with three broad arches. This
originally open porch was accessed by dairs acrossitsfull vndth. Presently the center

- arch contains double doors which open on ashort flight of brick stairs while theflanking
arches contain multi-pane windows which risefrom wood shingle-covered walls. To the
right of the porch isadouble window, eech half containing 6/6 wood sash.

Rising above the west porch's roof dope isabroad gable containing a bank of seven
daned glasswindows. Its seeh srikes a Quean Anne note, with three smdl panesa the
top and bottom bracketing single rectangular panes The center window contains circular
glasswith smal panesabove and bdow. A smdl and narrow four-pane stained glass

window lights the gpex of the west gable. A gable roofed porte cochere extendsfromthe
southem end of the west wall.

South Elevation

The south elevation isthe mogt inherently picturesgue in terms of massing, roof
configuration, fenedtration and detailing. Its recessed gabled end wall emphasizes the
bold profile of the tower with itsdistinctive ssgmenta arched belfry opening and bell-
shaped, finial-topped roof cap. The south facade is dominated by its broad endwall geble
and the porte cocherés gabled form. Thiselevationislit by amassve centra arched
window comprised of aribbonof four &8 wood sash windows surmounted by the tall
arched stained glasswindow above arectangular, wood trimmed pand containing wood
shingles. The window's arch is accented by awooden key sone. A porte cochere projects
from the south west comer sheltering the sde driveway. Surmounted by a gable roof, the
porte cochere's southem wall ispierced by apair of arched openings. The porte cochere's
south wall displays adouble multi-pane window. The integrated |lean-to at the southeest
comer has asscondary entrance recessad within acurvi ng, wood shlnglecovered
continuation of the larger wall surface. , , u

(continued)
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To the west of this Sde entrance, aColonial Revival omamenta pand and Queen Anne
ova window illudtrate the fact that these styles werefrequentlyblended with the Shingle
dyle. Thetall omamenta pand is surmounted by a swan's neck scroll pediment which is
acocented by awooden keystone. Above the pand, an ova stained glasswindow heightens
the charm of the south eevation.

Ead Elevation

Both the eet and north devations are lessformallyfini shedthan the street-facing
facades. Therear facade of the sanctuary is dominated by abroad gable whose south

dope culminatesin aretum while itsnorth dope svegas down to the projecting 5-bay
wall of the northem component.

The one story ssmctural component enclosing the Baptistry projects from the first floor of
the sanctuary. Boards cover the Baptistry's four small basament windows, two first floor
windows, as well as wdndowsflanking the sained glasswindow. To the north of the
Baptistry isamulti-pand door which culminatesin atwo-light transom. A singlewindow
containing 62 wood sseh islocated to the right of the rear entrance. Above the Baptistry
wall isatall, keysone arched stained glasswindow. Situated near the gpex of the et
gableisatall and narrow four-light window that echoes that of the west gable. A double
2/6 wood saeh window gpopears a the north end of the sanctuary’s second level. Rising
from the north dope of the Baptistry gable isatall brick chimney. Contiguouswith the
Baptigtry's north wall isthe two story hospitdity/offices/classrooms component. The fu:st
level of this component exhibits five multi-light bays.

The second floor isawall dormer which risesfrom ahip roof The eedt facade of this
dormer displays four windows containing 2/2 wood sash. ?

North Elevation

The north eevation'sfirst floor exhibits acenter polygona bay which isflankedby
double windows. At the eestem end of this elevation isa square bay with asinglewindow
on itsnorth Sde and an entrance accessad by ashort flight of Sgpsonitswes sde.

At the westem end of this elevation are two windows separated by one bay's width of
wall. A smal shed containing agarway leading down to the basament projectsfrom the
west sde of the polygona bay located a the center of the north wall. The north
devation's roof dope overhangs the double windows flanking the center polygonal bay.

In generd, thef i rstfloor'swindows contain 12/12 wood saeh while those of the flat-
roofed dormer contain 92 wood sagh.

The northem component of the building isendosed by acomplex roof configuration

congsting of atwo-stage hiproof Projecting from the lower hip'snorthem dopeisas-

bay flat roofed wall dormer while the upper hip projects from the sanctuary's north gable.
(continued)
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Rising from the northem end of the upper hip'sridgeis alow, square cupolawhich is
shingled up to its eaves and provided ventilation of the sanctuary and dassroom levels.
Other than aredtricted portion a the south sde, the louvers in the cupola are no

longer visible. This cupola isendased by aminiature version of the bell tower's bulbous
roof cap.

Interior Features First Floor > AP > e

The church'sfirst floor consgts of alarge rectangular sanctuary with a porch projecting
from itswest wall. A narrow, 2-story Baptistry is located a the reer of the sanctuary,
behind the dtar. At the south end of the porch isasmall, rectangular vestibule with
entrances providing aooess to Washington Stret and the port cochere on the Welles
Avenue sde of the building, as well as a starway leading to the sanctuary'sbacony level.

> The entrance a the northem wall of the porch opens on to the tower entry. To the eedt of
this entry are two offices. Both the offices and the sanctuary open on to the hospitality
aeaor fellowship hall (originaly achapd). At the rear (eest) of the rectangular
fellowship hall isan endosed stairhal, smaler fellowship room, and a handicapped-
accessbletoilet. A door on the south side of the secondary fellowship room provides
aocoess to a kitchen.

West Porch

The West Porch sudained consderable dterations during renovations prior to 1930 and
in 1955. The porch was originally an open areawith sairs acrossits fijll width, serving as
arecessed enfrance into the facility. Entrance doors leed from the porch into the tower a
the north end and the gdlery dair a the south end. These doorsare till present. The
center arch contains modem double doors. The first renovation resulted in the three
openings receaiving identical pairs of doorsand siddlights. During the mid 1950s, the two
archways that flank the central entrance received new windowswith walls below.

At that time, the floor level of the porch was raised approximately 6 inchesto meet the
main floor level. The porch's ceiling retainsits original tongue and groove woodwork.

Tower Vestibule

The tower has sustained severd dterations. Prior to 1930, the lower portion of the present
daned glasswindow was removed to accommodate anew door. Thiswindow formerly
extended to within gpproximately five and one-half feet of the ground level.

When the window was shortened, the panel containing the words "Dorchester Temple
Baptist Church" was repostioned into its present location. When the door was placed in

the center of the tower's V/ashington Sfreet elevation the stair within the tower was
shifted fromitsorigina postionto the north wall. This shift necessitated the termination
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of the upper sair that provided aocess to the upper room. The present dair exhibitsturned
baugersas well as atumed and boldly rendered newd post. Hanging from the vestibule
ceiling isan Art Deco milk glasslighting fixture. Double doors on the east and southeest
Sde of the tower vestibule provide aocess to the sanctuary. Thesedoorsretain distinctive
rectangular brass plateswhich reed "PUSH" inincised lettering.

The Sanctuary N4 00N

The sanctuary (Photo 3) , despite severd relatively minor dterations, retainsa high
percentage of original, early 1890s dements.

Architecturaly, the Sanctuary exhibits an interesting blend of Classca Reviva
woodwork dementswith ceiling tmss-work that is Medieval Revival insensbility. The

= juxtaposition of thesetwo very different stylistic-traditions goeeks to the eclecticism and
lack of concern for achaeolgicaly correct design inherent in 1880sand early 1890s

American architectural syles such as the Queen Anne and Colonia Reviva syles, as
well as the Shingle style.

The Sanctuary is alarge auditorium-like goece that is characterized by an opamess
typical of the Shingle style. This sense of opennessis achieved through the | oftiness of
the vaulted ceiling, the high dtar goece accented with artistic Sained glass, and the low
scdeof the gdleries a the north, south and west wallsof the sanctuary. Thischurch's
goadousnessisfiirther underscored by three baysof doors segregating the Sanctuary

from the Fellowship Room. These doors can be did overhead inamanner anticipating the
mechanics of modem garage The sanctuary’'spews are arranged in an Akron or semi-
circular plan; aconfiguration that fosters an additional sanse of intimacy. Thisintimate
quality is enhanced by the overhang of the gdlleries.

The oak woodwork in the sanctuary and throughout the building, including doors,
pandling, casings, trim and window saeh, retain their origina varnishfinishes. Thewalls
are generdly pamted lime plaster on wood lathe. There are minor cracksin the plaster but

the finish gppears to be intact and repairable. Evidence of origina stenciled finishesin s
the Sanctuary survives a the gdlery level.

The semi-circular arrangament of the pewswas evidently af requentlyemployed planfor
churches of the 1830sandl 830sjudging by Boston area churches such as the Eugene
Clark-designed Allston Congregationa Church on Quint Avenue inAllston. The n

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's pe/vsexhl bit unusualy eegant proportions, design ’
and quality craftsmanship.

(continued) n
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The northwall of the Sanctuary exhibitsthree doors (a sngle and two double width) that
dide up into the wall, opening the Fellowship Room to worship services. The lower third
of each door conssts of solid, multi-panel woodwork while the upper two thirds are

composed by multi-lite wood seeh with opaque panes. Abovethe slldlng doors isthe
ceiling of the eedt galery.

All of the gdleries are faced with solid, multi-panel woodwork surmounted by iron
"sefety railings' which wereingaledin 1945. A large mural islocated a the center of
the wall above the et gallery. Depicting Christ after Baptism by John the Baptist, this
mura was agift of Tremont Temple and originally hung infront of the present baptistry,
between the two sats of organ pipes. The murd's inscription reeds” Thisis my beloved
Son in whom | anwell pleased.” At that time, the Baptistry was relocated from the
center of the dtar areato afl at-roof edannex addition directly behind itsoriginal location.
The Baptistery opening isflankedby Doric pilasters which support an entablature. A
plague on the entablature exhibitsincised lettering which reeds, "| AM THE
RESURRECTION". Recessad behind the Baptistry's Classca Revival wooden
enframent isamura depicting water with awooded shore linein the background.

L

The Sanctuary'sreaer wall is dominated by abroad proscenium arch which enframes the

dtar, organ pipes and Baptistery. Projecting infront of the arch isalow semi-circular .
platform containing an dtar. Panted onthe arch in original vine and leaf stenciling isthe
quotation from Habakkuk 2:20 " The Lord IsIn HisHoly Temple'. The arch orings

from wooden entablatureswhich are "supported” by Doric pilasters. Recessad behind

the proscenium arch is aBaptigery which isflankedby organ pipes. Initsoriginal form, N
the organ was asingle unit located in the center of the choir loft. 1n 1919, the organ pipes  , *
were split into two sections across the front of the church. Joseph G. Cooper converted

the organ's playing action from amechanica key and stop to dectropneumatic control
with adetached console,

Above the Baptidry is one of the church's original sained glasswindows. Donated by .
E.C.Whed erinmemory of his parents, this arched window depicts angdsagang a 0
background of a beautifiil white and blue coloration. Thisartistic window provides a
physica link to the late 19th century rediscovery of "logt arts’ such as mosac tile
artistry, mura painting, and finewood carving as well as dained glassmaking. These
ancient art forms were revived in England and Americawithin the Artsand Crafts

Movement as areaction to mass production infroduced decedes earlier by the Industrid
Revolution. .

The Sanctuary's south wall's lower level is pierced by abank of four post-1938
replacement multi-lite windows. To the eest of thesewindowsis an original artistic ova
window depicting vines intertwined with a cross. Stuated abovethe south gdlery is a -
tall, arched window containing stained glassthat was installed after a 1938 hurricane
destroyed the origina window.

(continued)
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Desgned by John Creed, a church member, thiswindow's glass exhibitsvivid hues of
red, green, gold, blue, yellow and lavender. The center of the window displays acircular
motif containing four quadrants. The upper left comer depicts an open Bible. Thelilies
in the right quadrant recdl Chrigt's saying "Condder the lilies how they grow." The upper
right comer portrays the Spirit of God descending as adove after Christ's Baptism by
John the Baptist. Beneath the dove is arepresentation of the shegpin the parable when
J=ussad "Rejoice with mefor | havefound my shegp which waslog.”

Thewest wall exhibits four post-1938 stained glasswindows on the first floor,
encompassing a double windowflankedby singlewindows. Like those on the south
wall's lower level, these windows contain dear diamond-shaped panesenframed by a
border of squarewindows of agold coloration. A bank of stained glasswdndows
above the west balcony. Thesewindows, in tum, are surmounted by asmall and narrow
rectangular sained glasswindow located neer the gpex of the west gable.

Remnants of origina painted stencil work isin evidence on the south wall of the west
gdlery.

The celling of the sanctuary is supported by an impressive sysem of tmssesthat spring
from the four comers of the Sanctuary and feature Medieva Revival hardware.

Suspended from the celling's center is alarge brass chanddier which retains milk glass
globes from c. 1940.

Lower Level: Offices and Fellowship Hall L. -

Thetwo offices on the north of the tower vestibule exhibit polished oak woodwork that is
in evidence throughout the building, including door and window enframents exhibiting
comer blockswith circular detail. -

To the eedt of the offices isalarge rectangular Fellowship Room which was built to serve
as achapd and later utilized as a Sunday School room. At the northeest comer of this
room isastairhal providing acoess to the basament and upper level. To the south of this
dairhal isameeting room which opens onto the Fellowshlp Room. To the south of this
meeting room is a bathroom.

Thenorth wall of the Fellowship Room features an dcove that was evidently the location

of an dtar when thisroom sarved as aChapd. The dcoves segmenta arch and flanking
pilasters were cut off when the ceiling was lowered.

Thewest wall is characterized by two bays, eech containing three handsome oak doors.
The lower third of each door exhibits solid pandswhile the upper two thirdsistreasted as
multi-Ixte windows

{ continued)
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The south wall features three baysof doors which dide up into the ceiling and allow the

Fellowship Room to open onto the Sanctuary.  Suspended from the Fellowship Room's
ceilling are Sx milk glasslighting fixtures.

Upper Level: Classoom and Nursery

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's Upper Leve is located abovethe offices and
fellowship rooms on the north Sde of the building. Thislevel encompaessesalarge
dassroom areawhich can be divided into three enclosed dasssoomsviatwo sysems of
folding doors. Adjacent to the dassoom area, to the north, isanursery room. Noteworthy
features of the Upper Levd include the two banks of deven doors, each door exhibitssix
pands. A built-in wooden cupboard with a denticulated comice is located a the
southeest comer of the ClassRoom. At the center of the dassroom'’s ceiling isasquare

- opening covered by an omate gingerbread punched and cut grille. Thisopening
corregponds with the roofsventilator cupola. Both the dassroom and nursery exhibit
polished oak woodwork finishesin evidence throughout, including surrounds accented by
comer blocks incised with circular motifs.

The Basamant “ 'e .- '

The basamant isroughly bisected by an eest-west center hall with aocess to the sair
tower's first floor vestibule provided by a flight of gairs a the hal's northwest corner. On
the north d9de of thishall isalarge dining hall with akitchen a its eestem end. On the
south sde of the hal are two sorage rooms, boiler room, youth room and an unexcavated
rectangular areadong the west wall. The basament has little in the way of noteworthy
architecturd detail or dements. The basament was extensively modernized during the
mid-1950s; aremodding that is particularly evident in the paneling and floor covering of
the dining room.

Archaeological Description

Although there are no prehistoric Stesrecorded on the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church
parcd, itislocated within amile of the Neponset River, an important areafor prehistoric

activity and known dte concentrations. Physica characteritics of the property includea

flat, well-drained piece of land. The potential fcv locating significant prehistoric remains

on the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church parcd islow due to constmctl on |mpacts tothe
andl parcdl. . D

(continued) J
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The potentia for the recover}' of historic archaeologica resourcesis moderate. The land-
use history of the parcd revedsit was part of the Welles esate and had not been
deveoped until the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church was erected in 1839.
Archaeologica remains dating from that time could include landscaping features such as
planting holes, paths or walkways, evidence of changes to the exterior of the building
including damege from the 1938 hurricane, and the socid and recreetiona use of the yard
area by church and community members. Church rdated activitieswould have included
ecclesadica cdebrations such as holidays and specid services, educationd activities
specifically Sunday School, day-care, and youth groups, and socid occasons such as
fairs, bazaars, picnics and community meetings.

(end) -



Dorchester Temple Baptist Church
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying tlie property
for National Register listing.)

_XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JCC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x"in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: * ' '

XA owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographicai References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
ART

EDUCATION
ETHNIC HISTORY
RELIGION
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1889-1947

Significant Dates
1889-1892

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
ARTHUR H. VINAL

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on oneor more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency '
— University

_ Other

Name of repository:

Local government Library, Town Hall
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church is significant as Dorchester's oldest Baptist
church gructure as well as itsfinestexample of Shingle style ecclesiastica architecture.
Organized in 1886, it isthe fifth oldest Baptist Society in Dorchester. Built between 1889
and 1892, this building represents the work of Arthur H.Vinal. The Dorchester Temple
Baptist Church retains integrity of location, desgn, siting, materiads, feeling, association,
and workmanship and is of loca significance, fiilfiling criteria A and C of the National
Regiger of Historic Faces

The term Shingle style was coined in the 1950s by Y ae architectura historian Vincent J.
Scully . to describe a uniquely American architectura style a atime when design was
dominated by European historical revival styles. Widely utilized between 1880 and 1900,
particularly in the design of New England seeside resdences, the Shingle style made

- memorable gatementsthrough complex, fluid forni and smooth shingle textural surfaces
rather than with decorative detailing around doors, wdndows and porches. According to
Virginiaand Lee McAlester in A Field Guide to American Houses, the roots of the
Shingle Style are threefold ;" from the Quean Anne it borrowed wide porches, shingled
surfaces, and asymmetricad forms. From the Colonial Revival it adgpted gambrd roof's,
rambling leen-to additions, dasscad columns, and Paladian windows. From the
contemporaneous Richardsonian Romanesqueit borrowed an emphadis on irregular
sculpted shapes, Romanesgue arches, and |, in someexamples, done lower stories” One
of the fmest full- blown examplesof a Shingle style Sructure in the United States as well
& the Boston arealis the Henry Hobson Richardson -designed Mrs. M.F. Stoughton
House (1882-1883) a 90 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church illustrates dmogt all of the aforementioned
Shingle style characterigtics. In addition to Arthur Vinal and Henry Hobson Richardson,
accomplished practitioners of this style included William Ralph Emerson of Boston; John
Calvin Stevensof Portland, Maine Mc Kim.Meade & White, Bruce Price, and Lamb and
Rich of New Y ork; Wilson Eyre of Philadel phia; and Willis Polk of Sen Francisco.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church gts a the southem end of Codman Square in
Boston's Dorchester section. Located a the geographica center of Dorchester, Codman
Squareisthe historic crossroads formed by Washington Street, Talbot Avenue and
Norfolk Street. Originally caled Baker's (Vomas in honor of Dr.James Baker, the
proprietor of adry goods gtore, it was renamed Codman Sguarein 1847 in memory of the

. Second Church's minister John Codmean. Codman Sguare was the location of Dorchester's
Town Hall fi-om 1816 until the town's annexation to Boston in 1869. The Codman Square
aredssignificant municipal, resdential, ecclesagtical and commercia buildings date
from 1806 to thel 930s and include the Sscond Church in Dorchester (1806), Dorchester
Women's Club (1898), Dorchester High School (1900) and the former Codman Squere
Branch Library (1904). , Y- - -

(continued)
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Located within Suffolk County in eestem Massachusetts, Dorchester was founded in
1630 and annexed to the city of Boston in 1869. Dorchester is bordered by South Boston
and Roxbury onthe northand Dorchester Bay on the eest. The Neponsat River sgparates
Dorchester from Quincy and Milton to the south while Mattagpan borders its westem edge.
A party of English Puritans from the ship Mary and John rowed ashore & Savin Hill,
Dorchegter in 1630. The first settlement was located in the vicinity of the Plessant and
Pond dregtsintersection in north Dorchedter.

Although anodeof industry was located on the Neponsat River, & Lower Millsfrom
thel630s onward, ahigh percentage of Dorchester's land supported agricultural pursuits
until as late as the 1880s Asaresult of Dorchester's armexation to the city in 1869 and the
advent of improved public transportation, major development occurred throughout
Dorcheder, transforming it fromamral district of village clusters with a population of
8,000 in 1850 to amiddle dass suburb of residential encdlaveswith apopulation of
150,000 in 1900. The expanson which took place in the Codman Square area exemplifies
thistrangition. Public transportation by meansof railway lines served the area
surrounding Codmean Square as early as the 1850s but it was the Sreetcars, initially horse
drawn in the 1870s and then eectrified by the 1880s which had a significant impact on
the growth of the digtrict. The main trangportation route ran north/south aong
Washington Stregt from the Squareto Mt. Bowdoin, and from Roxbury, fed into lines
which ran to downtown Boston. By the 1890s the route was extended as far south as
Gallivan Boulevard, and crosdines were developed which passed through Codman
Square and ran dong Talbot Avenue and Norfolk Street.

As the result of these transportation improvements, endaves of large, stylish and
ubgantiad resdencesevolved in Melville Park, Ashmont Hill and other aress of i

Dorcheder.

. A brief discusson of Ashmont Hill's evolution is warranted given this neighborhood's
proximity to the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, the similarities between this

{ neighborhood's Shingle style houses and the Church as well as the fact that both this

neighborhood and the church gand on land bequeathed to George D.Welles, Ashmont
Hill's developer. In 1870 Welesinherited a substantia amount of propertyfi-omhis
grandfather John Weles, encompassng al of what is now Ashmont Hill. The property
included the dite of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church and the Welles mansion on

A Weles Avenue, now the site of the Codman Sguare Branch of the Boston Public Library.
Ashmont Hill's subdivision into sreets and house lots was supervised by Welles atomey
and agent Edward Ingersoll Brovrae. Beforethis subdivision, the areabounded by
Dorchester Avenue, Centre Street, Washington Street and Ashmont Street was

N completdy devoid of dreets. Surveyor HW. Wilson's 1871 plan for Ashmont Hill

provided for Weles Avenue, Wadton, Harlo}', Rodin, Ocean and Alban Stregtsas well as
other dreets outside the neighborhood. Land sales began in 1872 and by 1874 seven

(continued)
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houses had been built on Ashmont Hill. The Depresson of 1873 resulted inabrief
sethack for Welles, his deveopment rebounding with sixteen housesbuilt on his
Ashmont Hill lots between 1874 and 1884. Large Itdianate Mansard, Queen Anne,
Shingle and Colonial Revival houseswere built for doctors, lawyers, artists, and
architects on lots measuring 6,000 square feet or more.

John "Honey Fitz" Fitzgerdd, early 20th century mayor of Boston and grandfather of
Presdent John Fitzgerdd Kennedy resded inamanson at the comer of Welles Avenue
and Harley Street.

Between 1834 and 1904, 160 houssswere built in this areg, with one hundred completed
within the first decede Thisbuilding boom was fueledin part by the introduction of-the
dectric trolley to Washington Street during the late 1880s

Two-family homesand three-deckers were the predominant housing types built between
1904 and 1930. Congmcted between 1839 and 1892, the Dorchester Temple Baptist
Church was built a the height of the residential constmction boom on Ashmont Hill and
other streetcar accessble sections of Dorchedter.

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church began as amissonary church of the Union, now

Tremont Temple, in Boston. The Church tracesits beginnings in Dorchester to abuilding

on Norfolk Street erected in the fall of 1884. Thisbuilding contained a sore on the

ground floor, benesth a ssoond floor hall with acapacity of three hundred people. Under

the leedership of Deacon George Chipman and "hdpersfrom the Boston's Tremont

Temple Baptist Church,” the Norfolk Street hall was dedicated as ahouse of worship on

March 8, 1885. At that timethe only church building within aradius of two mileswas the

Second Congregationa Church in Codman Sguare. Shortly after its dedication, a Sunday ?
+ \.. Schoadl was organized to sarvethe children of the community. According to church

higtories, the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church grew out of the Sunday School under the

leedership of Richard B. Hast, the first superintendent. On November 8, 1886, the

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church was duly organized with amembership of thirty six. e«
The organization of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church represents an important
chapter in the history of the Baptist Society in Dorchester. Although Baptists have
resded in Dorchester snce the 18th century, it was not until the second quarter of the
19thcentur>"thattheirnumbers were sufficient to allow the constmction of a church. v

The first Baptist worship sarvice in Dorchester was held on July 12, 1835. The Baptist
. Society was organized in December, 18%6 and the first meeting house was erected on
(continued)
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Chickatawbet Street in the Ngponsat areain 1838. 1n 1907, the First Baptist Church
,  moved to the comer of Adamsand Ashmont Street. Later Baptist congregations in
. Dorchegster include Stoughton Street Baptist (1845) a Uphams Comer, Bethany Baptist
(1871) a Wes Cottage and Judson Street, The Blaney Memoria Baptist Church (1882)
a Lower Mills and Emmanud Baptist Church (1897) on Adams Street.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's purchese of the George D.Welles edates Lots
+ 1,2 and 3 a the northeast comer of Washington Street and Welles Avenues, was

recorded in the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Book 1901, Page 609 on October 5,

1889. Thetota cogt of land and building was $40,000.00. Constmction began in

July, 1889 and the church's comer donewas laid October 3,1889. Church membership

numbered ninety-nine a the timeof the laying of the comerstone.

T e The architect of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church was the prolific Boston architect
Arthur H.Vinal. Bomin Quincy in 1854, Vinal was initially employed by Peabody&
Steams, one of Bogon's leading late 19th century architectural  firms. ,
During histenure as city architect he desgned the Joshua Bates School, 725-731
Harrison Avenue in the South End, Minot School, Neponset Avenue, near Walnut Stret
* in Dorcheser and the Bowditch School, comer of Green and Cheshire Stregtsin West
Roxbury. Perhgps his best known work, by virtue of its prominent locationin the Back
Bay, isthe police and fire station building a Boylston and Hereford Streets. 1n 1886, he
designed atwo-story engine house & Saratoga Street near Byron Street in East Boston as
well asthe Medford Street School in Charlestown. The Metropolitan Water Works High
Sarvice Station a the Chestnut Hill Reservoir was one of his most important
commissions of the late 1880s Vinal was a0 engaged in Boston theetre work, -
submitting designsfor Washington Street theetres including the Pegodaand the Music
Hall. Further afield, he designed opera housesfor Augusta and Bangor, Maine. Boston
philanthropist Robert B. Brigham was one Vinal's most important patrons. Vinal
designed Brigham's estate and ahospital named in his honor, now Brigham and Women's
Hospital. Additionally, Vinal desgned the lodge at the base of the Bunker Hill
monument.

Vina'swork is aso represented in numerous Boston arearesidences. During the 1830s,
, Vina dedgned severd Melville Avenue, Dorchester resdencesincluding hisown home
a 35 Méelville Avenue (1882), acharming, picturesquely rendered Queen Anne residence.
Additionally, his Dorchester work includes the W.F.Kakas resdence & 40 Sawvyer
Avenue and atwo-family resdence a 341-343 Washington Street. During the 1890s,
y Vina was respongble for three six-family resdences a 382 to 388 Commonwedlth
Aveni.'.c aswell astwenty Bay State Road row houses

(continued)
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Undoubtedly Vinal's reputation as an architect of handsome, upscale Dorchester

reddences aded his sdlection as the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's architect.

Vind's Dorchester yearswere followed by atwenty-fiveyear resdency in Brookline and
aummasa Marble Heed Neck. Arthur H. Vinal died in Wes Harpswell, Maine, August
25,1923. fan

The Boylston Street Fire Station and the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church attest to n
Vind's unusud tdents as both imitator and innovator in his goproach to designing within
the Richardsonian Romanesgue and Shingle styles. Vinal was nearing the height of his
carer when he was awvarded the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church contract in 1889.

The building permit application for the church was submitted on July 9,1889, and was
. granted on Augud 10. The church's chepd (later the Sunday School) was completed for
n worship servicesin January, 1890. The auditorivuH or sanctuary wasfinishedand formally
dedicated on November 17, 1892 and the final inspection report for the building was
J recorded on Decamber 12, 1892. The building ingpection report describesthe building as
' asngle-gory 48-foot high smcture with references to agdlery level, an unpaved cdlar
and five wooden stairways.
The church's Opus 334 organ was manufactured in 1893 especidly for the church by
George Sherbum Hutchings, one of the leading organ builders of histime. Hehad a
reputation as agreat case-make and innovator within the redlm of console
improvements. Hutchings built organsfor important Boston arealingtitutions, including
Symphony Hall, Arlington Street Church, St.Peter's R.C.Church (Bowdoin Strest,
Dorchester), First Unitarian Church (Meeting House Hill, Dorchester) and Mission
Church (Mission Hill).

The church's long tradition of reaching out to the youth of the community began in 1897
when Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's pastor. Rev. C.W. Chamberlain "redized that
the young people of his church nesded something to do in acollective way. This resulted
in abranch Bible Schoadl a 165 Lauriat Avenue (now Woodrow Avenue)." Five years

- Mthi™ its founding the school had an enrollment of 189.

Following the 1908 firein Chdsea, many Canediansfrom Nova Scotia moved from
Chdseato Dorchedter; the church membership doubled as someof them joined. Nova n
Scotians composad the magjority of the church for fifty years. Under Dr. Otis Foye, the
church reeched its peek membership in 1928 with 1,131 membersin the church and 1,032
dudentsin the Sunday School. During the 1930s membership was steedy with the
congregation encompassing skilled craftsmen, small busness owners and sales people.
, The Church suffered consderable damage during the 1938 hurricane. The south gablés
daned glasswindow was destroyed when alarge tree came through the window during
the storm. :

(continued) n
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After World War || as Dorchester became increasingly Irish Catholic, many parishioners
moved to the suburbs and the church's atendance beganto fall, atrend that continued
into the early 1970s -

Organ chimes were ingdaled in June 1950 as amemorid to the youth who died in World
Warn.

In 1954, the church purchased aVictorian housea 17 Oceen Street to beused asa

a acog of $14,500. In 1956, the basement was renovated and the youth room
excavated and congmcted. An author of achurch publication entitled "A Celebration of
New Beginnings' notes that "with the reintegration of the Boston public schools inthe
1970s, whites again moved en meese to the suburbs, resulting ina fiirther membership
drop of over fifty percent.” Beginning with the leedership of mterim pastor Dr. Joe

= ODormdl and then Rev. Dan Buttry in 1978, atendance began torise. After seeking

support from key lay leeders such as Roy Mason and Hal Dutton, "the church beganto
welcome blacks and was virtually restarted through extensive contacts with neighborhood
people and groups.”

By the 1980s, the demogrgphics of the congregation began to reflect those of Dorchester
with 12 different ethnic groups represented within the church's membership. The
"survivalist mentaity "of the 1970swas superseded by amore hopefiil outlook. By all
accountsthe church grew stronger and the worship service began to come diveasit
expresed the racid/ethnic vitality in the congregation.

At the time of the church's 100th Anniversary in 1986 the active membership had risen to
154, with most of the membersin their twenties and thirties. Following, Rev. Dan

Buttry's resgnation in 1987 adifficult seven year transition period ensued as the church
searched for permanent leadership.

Since June, 1993, Dorchester Temple Baptist Church hes been under the co-pastord
leedership of Rev. Bmce Wall and Rev.CraigW. Mc Mullen. Wall, anative of Roxbury,
and Mc Mullen, who grew up in Seeitle, Washington, have worked successfiilly together
to hed acommunity besat by urban problems. Rev.Wall fought the granting of liquor
licenses, restored Sunday evening city bus service and labored to register voters.
Rev.Wall has organized the Concemed Citizens of Roxbury and co-founded the "Drop-A-
Dime" crime reporting organization. 1 n September, 1994, RevsWal and McMuUen led a
degp-in a Roberts Park, Dorchedter, to fight dmg traffic. They continue to offer a
ministry of reconciliation between the racial and ethnic groups of the city as well as the
Codman Sguare areaof Dorchester. The membership currently embraces 140 active adult
members and 160 childrenfor atotal of 300 parishioners.

(continued) ;
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During the 110 years since the church's founding, Dorchester Temple hes had Sixteen

pagorsas well as anumber of interim pastors. The longest pastorate was that of Dr. Otis

W.Foye, from October, 1919 to October, 1940.

Many dedicated individuas have served the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church over
time, including ministers, missonaries and lay men. During the late 19th and early 20th
centuries members of the Church preeched the gogod world-wide. Women have played
an important rolein redizing the mission of the church. During the 1890s Carrie Currant
Murray was the first woman missonary to Alaska. MrsMabel G. Oldfield was a
missonary in Woochow, South China. MissEmmaKelly had anotable ministry as
pastor's assstant for twenty-one years (1920-1941).

Herbert Hagg and Rev. F.R. Bmce represented the Baptist Church in Shanghai, China
and Sanoway, Burma, respectively. Closer to home. Reverend and Mrs. L. Curtis Foye
worked tirelesdy for the Hull Street Medical Mission Digpensary inBoston. R.Dean
Goodwin, pagtor of the church from 1941 to 1944 later became Director of the Division
of Communications of the American Baptist Convention. Archibald T.Davison, a
member of the church in his youth was Harvard's Musicologist and director of the
university's Glee Clubfor 45 years Life long member Willard F. Rockwell was "one of
the country's industrial magnates’ while Albert H.Curtis, amember of the church for

Sxty-one years, was Presdent of the New England Baptist Hospital for 15 years and was

activeinits devdopment for forty years. In recent yearsthe music ministry under the

leedership of Bil Mooney-McCoy hes played a powerfiil role within the worship service.

Archaeological Significance

It isunlikely that any prehistoric Stes are located on the Dorchester Temple Baptist
Church parcd. Given that mogt of the known prehistoric Stes are concentrated neer the
Neponset River and thet only avery small portion of the church parcd has not been
impacted by constmction, itisunlikely that any prehistoric survivasremain.

A moderate potential exigts for the recovery of historical archaeologicad remains. The
Dorchester Temple Baptist Church played an integral role in the development of the
Codman Square/Ashmont Hill community a the tum of the century. Built during a

historically significant period, this parcel could contain archaeologica survivasreveding

evidence of the socid, cultural, and economic development of the area.

° - . o o - (e’]d)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 18,000 sq. ft.

UTIM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 329210 4683640
Zoe Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification '
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Edward Gordon, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date September 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA . Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs a
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Dorchester Temple Baptist Church
street & number 670 Washington Street telephone  617-282-7794
city or town Boston (Dorchester) state MA Zip code 02124

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or detenmine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church run eest from Washington
Street dong the 9delot line shared witih the commercid property numbered 668
Washington Street. The eestem boundary runsadong the sdelot line shared with the
resdential property numbered Welles Avenue. This property’'s southem lot line borders
Wéles Avenuewhileitswestem boundary runsaong Washington Street.

Verba Boundary Judtification

The boundaries as nominated are the current and historic boundaries of the Dorchester
Temple Baptist Church, anceits constmction in 4889-1892.

(end)
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X_building(s)
public-local _ district

public-State _site
public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/rellgious facillityl

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/shingle style

Narrative Description

Suffolk, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _buildings
sites
structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/reiigious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: granite
walls WOOD: shingle

roof ASPHALT
other GLASS

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church (Photos 1 and 2) islocated a 670 Washington
Stredt, Dorchester, Massachusetts. Built in two stages between 1889-1892 by George W.
Oliver, from desgnsprovided by Boston architect and Dorchester resident Axthur Vinal
this wooden church ranks among the fmest examples of Shingle style ecclesiadtica
architecture in Boston.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church is Stuated on level ground a the northeast comer
of Welles Avenue and Washington Street. The church gands a the southem gateway to

the Codman Square commercid district as well as the westem edgeof the Ashmont Hill
resdentid area

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, together with the Federd style 1806 Second
Churchin Dorchester a the northem end of the Codman Souare area bracket Washington
Stret'sarchitecturaly and historicaly significant mid  19th through early 20th century
commercid, public and residentid buildings. The northem part of the Codman Square
areacontans the historic Codman Sguare cross roads which includes segments of Talbot
Avenue, Centre Street, Norfolk Street, as well as Washington Street. In addition to the
churchesof the Codman Souare ares, other well-designed buildings include the Hartwell,
Richardson and Driver- desgned Dorchester High Schooal, recently known as Girl's Latin
Academy, amassve, yelow brick Renaissance Revival building dating to 1900, the
former Dorchester Women's Club, a handsome A.Warren Gould-designed Colonial
Reviva wooden dructure a 40 Centre Street (1898), the Josgph T.Greene - designed
Lithgow Building, rendered in the Georgian Reviva stylein 1899; and the former
Codman Sguare Branch Library housed inamasonry, cupolatopped Georgian Revival  ?
building of 1904. The Codman Sguare Historic District was designated in 1983,

Additionally, the church's towered, asymmetrica form and dark brown wood shingle
sheathmg echo those of the Shingle style resdencesof the Ashmont Hill neighborhood to
the eadt, designed by Edwin J.Lewis and others during the 1830sand 1890s

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church stands on atrgpezoida-shaped 1ot containing
18,000 squarefeet with abuilding footprint covering 7,500 squarefeet. Bordering the
church's property, to the north isaone-story concrete commercia block.

To the eedt, the Ashmont Hill neighborhood unfoldswith Italianate/ Mansard and Queen
Anne resdences bordering Welles Avenue with a2 122 story Quean Anne resdence
immediately adjacent to the eesem sde of the church. Across Weles Avenueto the
south is the modem masonry one-dory Codman Sguare branch of the Boston Public
Library which replaced the Harrison Atwood-designed Henry L. Pierce School in 1967.

(continued)
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The church's west facade overlooks dtered double and single-family wooden Itaianate
housssof the 1870sa 665/667 and 671 Washington Street, respectively, as well as the

Classcd Reviva E-shaped, 3-gory masomy gpartment building erected during the
1910s

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church exhibits the Shingle styl€'s trademark complex
shgpe and picturesgque profilesachieved viathe artfiil massng of its stmctura
components. Particularly compelling isthe heavy configuration of the sanctuary’'s
intersecting gables and the exatic gpped of the bell tower's bulbous roof In asanse the
church is as much awork of sculpture as it is architecture with the artistic placement of a
successon of varied volumes al unified by asmoath skinof dark brown shingles.

The building congsts of three ssmctura components. 1) alarge rectangular sanctuary
encdosad by an intersecting gable roof with afloor areaof 4,000 squarefeset; 2) an of f-
center quare bell tower segment cgoped by adigtinctive pyramidal roof; and 3) a
northem, single-story hip roofed component with shed-roofed dormers. All of the
church's smctura components rise from low, mbble sone foundations.

Circumscribed by low concrete borders, open aress of grassand shmbbery border the
Washington Strest and Weles Avenue devations, the width of this green goece

narrowing &s it goproaches the northwest and southeest comers of the ot.

A short flight of concrete dgps leedsfrom the Washington Street sdewak to a concrete

path providing aoccess to the main entrance currently located on the tower's west

eevation. A path aso leads to an entrance a the center of the west porch. Passng

through a porte cochere a the southwest comer of the building, an agphdt-covered

driveway follows a semicircular path onthe Welles Avenue side of the building. -,

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church: Wes Elevation

Reading from north to south, the west or main elevation of the church is asymmetricaly
divided into athreebay / single bay / four bay arrangement of the church offices, tower
and front porch, respectively. Thethree-bay section of the church offices isfenestrated by
a double vadndow flanked by single windows, al of the windows are square-heeded and
contain 12/12 wood saeh. Thishipped-roof section is omamented with asimple molded
comice. A shed-roofed dormer extendsthe length of the northem dope.

Piercing the westem facade of the dormer wall to the south of its intersection with the hip
roof isawindow containing 82 wood sash.

The off-center tower provides the composition with asfrong vertical anchor. The westem
elevation of the tower exhibits double doors which are surmounted by acomice heeded
entablature. Surmounted by afri partite,multi-pane window, this entrance was added

(continued)
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during the mid-20th century. Above this enfrance, atall and narrow stained glass window
originaly extended to apoint gpproximatey two thirdsdistant from the comice of this
later entreinces entablature. At thethird floor of the tower's south facade isa double
multi-pane window. The open "belfry" portion of the tower flares out into a shingled
pargpet; this sculptura form was somewhat marred by the addition of a low-pitched
pedimented section of roof, mogt likely ingaled to eiminate bird aocess and weether-
proof the flat deck. Thetower roof isapyramida bell-shgped form comprised of three
sparate pitches and cagpped with afinial. During the mid20th-century, alarge marquee
was cantilevered from the open bell tower. This electrified sgnboard read, "Dorchester
WELCOME Temple" Holesfrom the supports are still evident today.

The sanctuary'swestem elevation exhibits an inset porch with three broad arches This
originaly open porch was accessed by qairs acrossitsfull width. Presently the center
arch contains double doors which open on ashort flight of brick stairs while the flanking
arches contain multi-pane windows which rise from wood shingle-covered walls. To the
right of the porch is adouble window, each half containing &6 wood saeh.

Rising above the west porch's roof dopeisabroad gabdle containing abank of saven
daned glasswindows. Its sseh strikes a Quean Anne note, with three small panesat the
top and bottom bracketing single rectangular panes. The center window contains circular
glasswith smal panes above and beow. A smdl and narrow four-pane sained glass

window lights the gpex of the west gable. A gable roofed porte cochere extendsfrom the
southem end of the west wall.

South Elevation

The south devation isthe mog inherently picturesque in terms of massing, roof
configuration, fenestration and detailing. Itsrecessed gabled end wall emphadzes the
bold profile of the tower with itsdistinctive ssgmenta arched belfry opening and bell-
shaped, finial -topped roof cap. The south facade is dominated by itsbroad endwall gable
and the porte cocherés gabled form. Thiseevation islit by amassve centrd arched
window comprised of aribbon of four &8 wood saeh windows surmounted by the tall
arched gained glass window above arectangular, wood trimmed pand containing wood
shingles. The window's arch is accented by awooden key sdone. A porte cochere projects
from the south west comer shdltering the sde driveway. Surmounted by a geble roof, the
porte cocheres southem wall ispierced by apair of arched openings. The porte cocherés
south wall displays adouble multi-pane window. The integrated lean-to a the southeest
comer has a sscondary enfrance recessad within acurving, wood shingle covered
continuation of the larger wall surface.

(continued)
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To the west of this 9de entrance, aColonia Revival omamenta pand and Queen Anne
ova window illustrate the fact that these styles werefrequentlyblended with the Shingle
dyle. Thetall omamenta pand is surmounted by a swan's neck scroll pediment which is
acocented by awooden keystone. Above the pand, an ova sained glasswindow heightens
the charm of the south devation.

Ead Elevation
Both the east and north devations are lessformally finished than the Sreet-facing
facades. Therear facade of the sanctuary is dominated by abroad gable whose south

dope culminatesin aretum while its north dope snvegas down to the projecting 5-bay
wall of the northem component.

The one story stmctural component enclosing the Baptistry projectsfrom thefirst floor of
the sanctuary. Boards cover the Baptistry's four smal basement windows, two first fioor
windows, as well as windowsflankingthe sained glasswindow. To the north of the
Baptistry isamulti-panel door wliich culminatesin atwo-light transom. A singlewindow
containing &2 wood seehislocated to the right of the rear entrance. Above the Baptistry
wall isatall, keystone arched sained glass window. Situated neer the gpex of the eest
gable isatall and narrow four-light window that echoes that of the west gable. A double
2/6 wood saeh window gppears a the north end of the sanctuary’s second level. Rising
from the north dope of the Baptistry gable isatall brick chimney. Contiguouswith the
Baptistry's north wall isthe two story hospitaity/offices/classrooms component. Thefirst
level of this component exhibitsfive multi-light bays.

The second floor isawall dormer which rises from ahip roof. The eest facade of this
dormer displays four windows containing 2/2 wood saeh.

North Elevation

The north devation'sfirst floor exhibits a center polygona bay which isflankedby
doublewindows. At the eestlem end of this devation is a square bay with asingle window
on its north sde and an entrance accesssd by ashort flight of Sgpsonitswes Sde.

At the westem end of this devation are two windows sgparated by one bay's width of

wall. A smal shed containing astairway leading down to the basement projectsfrom the
west sSde of the polygona bay located a the center of the north wall. The north

devation's roof dope overhangs the double windows flanking the center polygonal bay.

In generd, thef i rstfloor'swindows contain 12/12 wood sssh while those of the flat-
roofed dormer contain 92 wood sagh.

The northem component of the building is endosed by acomplex roof configuration

conggting of atwo-stage hip roof Projecting from the lower hip's northem dopeisa5-

bay flat roofed wall dormer while the upper hip projectsfrom the sanctuary's north gable.
(continued)
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Rising from the northem end of the upper hip'sridgeisalow, squarecupolawhich is
shingled up to its eaves and provided ventilation of the sanctuary and dassroom levels.
Other than aredtricted portion a the south sde, the louversin the cupola are no

longer visible. Thiscupolaisendosad by aminiature version of the bell tower's bulbous
roof cap.

Interior Features, First Floor

The church's first floor consstsof alarge rectangular sanctuary with a porch projecting
fromitswest wall. A narrow, 2-gory Baptidtry islocated a the rear of the sanctuary,
behind the dtar. At the south end of the porchisasmall, rectangular vestibule with
enfrances providing acoess to Washington Street and the port cochere on the Welles
Avenue dde of the building, as well as a Sarway leading to the sanctuary'sbacony level.
The entrance a the northem wall of the porch gpenson to the tower entry. To the eedt of
this entry are two offices. Both the offices and the sanctuary open on to the hospitality
aeaor fellowship hal (originally achapd). At the reer (eest) of the rectangular
fellowship hall isan endosed stairhal, smdler fellowship room, and a handicagpped-
accessbletoilet. A door on the south sde of the secondary fell owship room provides
acoess to a kitchen.

Wes Porch

The West Porch sustained considerable dterations during renovations prior to 1930 and

in 1955. The porch was originally an open areawith gairs acrossitsfiill width, serving as
a recessed entranceinto the facility. Entrance doors lead from the porch into the tower a
the north end and the gdllery gair a the south end. Thesedoors are still present. The
center arch contains modem double doors. The first renovation resulted in thethree
openings receiving identica pairs of doors and sddights. During the mid 1950s thetwo
archways that flank the centrd entrance received new windowswith walls below.

At that time, the floor level of the porch was raised gpproximeately 6 inches to meet the
main floor level. The porch's ceiling retains its origina tongue and groove woodwork.

Tower Vedtibule :
The tower hes sudained seveard dterations. Prior to 1930, the lower portion of the present
daned glasswindow was removed to accommodate anew door. Thiswindow formerly
extended to within gpproximately five and one-haf feet of the ground level.

When the window was shortened, the pand containing the words "Dorchester Temple

Baptist Church" was repositioned into its present location. When the door was placed in

the center of the tower's Washington Street elevation the sair within the tower was

shifted from itsorigina postion to the northwall. This shift necesstated the termination
(continued)
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of the upper gair that provided aocess to the upper room. The present sair exhibits tumed
baugersas well as atumed and boldly rendered newe post. Hanging from the vestibule
ceiling isan Art Deco milk glasslighting fixture. Double doors on the east and southeest
Sdeof the tower vestibule provide aocess to the sanctuary. These doorsretain distinctive
rectangular brass plateswhich reed "PUSH" inincised lettering.

The Sanctuary

The sanctuary (Photo 3), depite severd relatively minor dterations, retainsa high
percentage of original, early 1890s dements.

Architecturally, the Sanctuary exhibits an interesting blend of Classcd Revivd
woodwork dementswith ceiling tmsswork that isMedieva Reviva insensbility. The
juxtaposition of these two very different styligtic traditions goesks to the eclecticism and
lack of concem for achaeolgicaly correct desgn inherent in 1830sand early 1890s

American architecturd gyles such as the Quean Anne and Colonia Reviva syles, as
well as the Shingle style.

The Sanctuary is alarge auditorium-like soece that is characterized by an openness
typical of the Shingle style. This sense of opannessis achieved through the loftiness of
the vaulted ceiling, the high dtar goace accented with artistic $ained glass, and thelow
scdeof the gdleries a the north, south and west walls of the sanctuary. Thischurch's
Foadousnessis further underscored by three bays of doors segregating the Sanctuary
from the Fellowship Room. These doors can be did overhead in amanner anticipating the
mechanics of modem garage. The sanctuary's pews are aranged inan Akron or semi-
circular plan; aconfiguration that fosters an additiona sense of intimacy. Thisintimate
quality is enhanced by the overhang of the gdleries.

The osk woodwork in the sanctuary and throughout the building, including doors,
pandling, casngs, trim and window saeh, retain their original vamish finishes. Thewalls
are generdly painted lime plaster on wood lathe. There are minor cracksin the plaster but
the finish gopears to be intact and repairable. Evidence of origina stenciled finishes in
the Senctuary survives a the gdlery level.

The semi-circular arangement of the pews was evidently afrequently employed planfor
churchesof the 1880sandl 890sjudging by Boston areachurches such as the Eugene
Clark-designed Allston Congregational Church on Quint Avenue in Allston. The
Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's pews exhibit unusualy eegant proportions, design
and quality craftsmanship.

(continued)
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Thenorthwall of the Senctuarv exhibitsthree doors (a single and two double width) that
dide up into the wall, opening the Fellowship Room to worship sarvices. The lower tWrd
of each door condgs of solid, multi-panel woodwork while the upper two thirds are

compossd by multi-lite wood saeh with opaque panes. Above the diding doors isthe
celling of the et gdlery.

All of the gdleries are faced with solid, multi-panel woodwork surmounted by iron
"sefety railings' which were ingtdledin 1945. A large murd is located at the center of
the wall abovethe eest gdlery. Depicting Christ after Baptism by John the Baptist, this
mura was agift of Tremont Temple and originaly hung infront of the present baptistry,
between the two sets of organ pipes. The murd's inscription reeds” Thisismy beloved
Son in whom | amwell pleased.” At that time, the Baptistry was relocated from the
ceanter of the dtar areato afl at-roofedannex addition directly behind its original location.
The Baptistery opening isflankedby Doric pilasters which support an entablature. A
plague on the entablature exhibitsincised lettering which reeds "I AM THE
RESURRECTION". Recessad behind the Baptistry's Classica Revival wooden
enframent isamura depicting water with awooded shoreline in the background.

The Sanctuary'srear wall isdominated by abroad proscenium arch which enframes the
dtar, organ pipes and Baptistery. Projecting infront of the arch isalow semi-circular
platform containing an dtar. Painted onthe arch in original vine and leaf stenciling isthe
quotation from Habakkuk 2:20 " The Lord IsIn HisHoly Temple'. The arch sorings
from wooden entablatureswhich are "supported’ by Doric pilasters. Reoessed behind
the proscenium arch is a Baptistery which isflankedby organ pipes. Initsorigina form,
the organ was asingle imit located in the center of the choir loft. 1n 1919, the organ pipes
were split into two sections aoross the front of the church. Joseph G. Cooper converted
the organ's playing action from amechanica key and sop to dectropneumatic control V
with adetached console.

Above the Baptistry is one of the church's original sained glasswindows. Donated by
E.CWheder in memory of his parents, this arched window depicts angdsagang a
background of a beautiful white and blue coloration. Thisartistic window providesa
physicd link to the late 19th century rediscovery of "lost ats' such as mosac tile
artistry, murd painting, and finewood cerving as well as sained glassmaking. These
andent art forms were revived in England and Americawithin the Arts and Crafts
Movement as areaction to mass production introduced decades earlier by the Industrial
Revolution.

The Sanctuary’s south wall's lower level ispierced by abank of four post-1938
replacement multi-lite windows. Tothe eedt of thesewindowsisan origina artigtic oval
window depicting vines intertwined with a cross. Situated abovethe south galery is a
tall, arched window containing daned glassthat was installed after a 1938 hurricane
destroyed the origina window.

(continued)
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Desgned by John Creed, achurch member, thiswindow's glass exhibitsvivid huesof »
red, green, gold, blue, yellow and lavender. The center of the window displays acircular
motif containing four quadrants. The upper left comer depicts an open Bible. Thelilies
in the right quadrant recall Christ's saying "Congder the lilies how they grow." The upper
right comer portraysthe Spirit of God descending as adove after Chrigt's Baptism by
John the Baptist. Beneath the dove is arepresentation of the shegp in the parable when
J=ussad "Rgoice with mefor | have found my shegp which was lost.”

Thewes wall exhibitsfour pos-193 8 sained glasswindows on thefirst floor,
encompassing adouble windowflankedby single windows. Like those on the south
wall's lower level, these windows contain dear diamond-shaped panes enframed by a
border of squarewindows of agold coloration. A bank of sained glasswindows gppear
above the west bacony. These windows, in tum, are surmounted by asmall and narrow
rectangular sained glass window located near the gpex of the west gable.

Remnants of original painted stencil work isin evidence on the south wall of the west

gdlery.

The celling of the SEnduaty is supported by an impressive sysem of tmsses that spring
from the four comersof the Senctuary and feature Medieva Reviva hardware.
Suspended from the ceiling's center is alarge brass chanddier which retains milk glass
globes from c. 1940.

Lower Level: Offices and Fellowship Hall

Thetwo offices on the north of the tower vestibule exhibit polished oak woodwork that is
in evidence throughout the building, including door and window enframents exhibiting
comer blockswith circular detail.

To the et of the offices isalarge rectangular Fellowship Room which was built to serve

- as achapd ad later utilized as aSunday School room. At the northeest corner of this
room isadgtairhal providing aocoess to the basement and upper level. To the south of this
dairhall isameeting room which opens on to the Fellowship Room. To the south of this
meeting room is a bathroom.

The north wall of the Fellowship Room features an acove that was evidently the location
of an dtar when thisroom sarved as aChapd. The dcoves segmentd arch and flanking
pilasters were cut of f when the ceiling was lowered.

Thewes wall is characterized by two bays, each containing three handsome ogk doors.

The lower third of each door exhibits solid pandswhile the upper two thirdsistreated as
multi-lite windows.

(continued)
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The south wall features three bays of doorswhich dide up into the celling and alow the

Fellowship Room to open on to the Sanctuary. Suspended from the Fellowship Room's
celling are sx milk glasslighting fixtures.

Upper Level: Classsoom and Nursery

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's Upper Leve is located abovethe offices and
fellowship roomson the north Sde of the building. Thislevel encompessesalarge
cdassroom areawhich can be divided into three encdlosed dassoomsviatwo sysgemsof
folding doors. Adjacent to the dasssoom areg, to the north, is a nursery room. Noteworthy
features of the Upper Leve include the two banks of deven doors, each door exhibits six
pands. A built-in wooden cupboard with a denticulated comiceis located & the
outheest comer of the ClassRoom. At the center of the dass room'scelling is asquare
opening covered by an omate gingerbread punched and cut grille. Thisopening
corregoonds with the roofsventilator cupola. Both the dassroom and nursery exhibit
polished osk woodwork finishes in evidence throughout, including surrounds accented by
comer blocks incised with circular motifs.

The Basamaent

The basamant is roughly bisected by an eest-west center hall with acoess to the air
tower'sfirst floor vestibule provided by aflight of garsa the hal's northwest comer. On
the north sde of thishall is alargedining hall with akitchen a its eestem end. On the
south sde of the hall ae two Sorage rooms, boiler room, youth room and an unexcavated
rectangular areadong the west wall. The basament hes little inthe way of noteworthy
architectura detail or dements. The basament was extensvely modemized during the
mid-1950s, aremodeding that is particularly evident in the paneling and floor covering of
the dming room.

Archaeological Description

Although there are no prehistoric sitesrecorded on the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church

parcel, it islocated within a mile of the Neponset River, an important area for prehistoric
activity and known site concentrations. Physical characteristics of the property include a
flat, well-drained piece of land. The potential for locating significant prehistoric remains
on the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church parcel islow dueto constmction impacts to the
small parcel. - .

(continued)
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The potentid for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesis moderaie. Theland-
use history of the parcd revedsit was part of the Welles edate and had not been
deveoped until the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church was erected in 1889.
Archaeologica remans dating from that time could include landsceping features such as
planting holes, paths or walkways, evidence of changes to the exterior of the building
including damegefrom the 1938 hurricane, and the socid and recreationa use of theyard
area by church and community members Church rdated activitieswould have included
ecclesadicad cdebratiions such as holidays and specid services, educationd activities
specifically Sunday School, day-care, and youth groups, and socid occasonssuch as
fairs, bazaars, picnics and commimity meetings.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) .
Architecture
X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.
XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics Period of Significance
of a type, period, or method of construction or 1889-1947
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack

individual distinction. -
Significant Dates

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 1889-1892
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) Significant Person

Property is: (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N
X A owned by religious institution or used for .
religious purposes. [ ] Cultural Afflliation
N/A

B removed from its original location. i, * *
__ C a birthplace or grave, , )
Architect/Builder
a cemetery. Vinal. Arthur H. (A)

a reconstructed building, object, or structure,

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 X State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested _ Other State Agency

_ previously listed in the National Register _ Federal agency

_ previously determined eligible by the National _ Local government Library, Town Hall
Register _University

_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record*
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church is significant as Dorchester's oldest Baptist
church gructure as well as itsfinest example of Shingle style ecclesiagtical architecture.
Organized in 1886, itisthe fifth oldest Baptist Society in Dorchester. Built between 1889
and 1892, this building represents the work of Arthur H.Vinal. The Dorchester Temple
Baptist Church retainsintegrity of location, design, siting, materids, feeling, association,
and workmanship and isof loca significance, fiilfilling criteriaA and C of the National
Regiger of Historic Places.

The term Shingle style was coined in the 1950s by Y dearchitectura historian Vincent J.
Scully . to describeauniquely American architectura style & atime when design was
dominated by European historical revival styles. Widdy utilized between 1880 and 1900,
particularly in the design of New England seesde residences, the Shingle style mede
memorable satements through complex, fiuid form and samooth shingle textural surfaces
rather than with decorative detailing around doors, windows and porches. According to
Virginiaand Lee McAlegter in A Field Guideto American Houses, the roots of the
Shingle Style are threefold : " from the Queen Anne it borrowed wide porches, shingled
surfaces, and asymmetrica forms. From the Colonia Reviva it adgpted gambrd roofs,
rambling lean-to additions, classcd columns, and Pdladian windows. Fromthe
contemporaneous Richardsonian Romanesgueit borrowed an emphadson irregular
sculpted shegpes Romanesgue arches and |, in someexamples, donelower gories” One
of the finest ftill- blown examplesof aShingle style structure in the United Statesas well
&6 the Bogton areais the Henry Hobson Richardson -designed Mrs. M.F. Stoughton
House (1882-1883) a 90 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Churchillustrates dmost all of the aforementioned
Shingle style characteridtics. In addition to Arthur Vinal and Henry Hobson Richardson,
accomplished practitioners of this style included William Raph Emerson of Boston; John
Calvin Sevensof Portland, Maine; Mc Kim.Meade & White, Bruce Price, and Lamb and
Rich of New Y ork; Wilson Eyre of Philadelphia; and Willis Polk of San Francisco.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church sits a the southem end of Codman Square in
Boston's Dorchester section. Located a the geographica center of Dorchester, Codman
Squareisthe historic crossoads formed by Washington Street, Talbot Avenue and
Norfolk Street. Originally caled Baker's (Vomeas in honor of Dr. James Baker, the
proprietor of adry goodsgore, it was renamed Codman Sguarein 1847 in memory of the
Second Church's minigter John Codman. Codman Square was the location of Dorchester's
Town Hall from 1816 until the town's annexation to Boston in 1869. The Codman Square
aredssignificant municipal, resdentid, ecclesagtical and commercid buildings date
from 1806 to the 1930s and include the Second Church in Dorchester (1806), Dorchester
Women's Club (1898), Dorchester High Schoal (1900) and the former Codman Square
Branch Library (1904).

(continued)
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Located within Suffolk County in eestem Massachusetts, Dorchester was founded in
1630 and annexed to the city of Boston in 1869. Dorchester is bordered by South Boston
and Roxbury on the northand Dorchester Bay onthe eedt. The Neponsat River separaes
Dorchegter from Quincy and Milton to the south while Mattgpan borders its westem edge.
A party of English Puritans from the ship Mary and John rowed ashorea Savin Hill,
Dorchegter in 1630. The first settlement was located in the vicinity of the Pleesant and
Pond dreetsintersection in north Dorchedter.

Although anodeof industry was located on the Neponset River, a& Lower Mills from
thel630s onward, ahigh percentage of Dorchester's land supported agricultural pursuits
until as late as the1880s Asaresult of Dorchester's annexation to the city in 1869 and the
advent of improved public trangportation, major development occurred throughout
Dorchegter, transforming it from arura district of village dugters with apopulation of
8,000in 1850 to amiddle dass suburb of resdentid endaveswith apopulation of
150,000 in 1900. The expanson which took place in the Codman Square area exemplifies
thistransition. Public trangportation by means of railway lines served the area
surrounding Codman Square as early as the 1850s, but it was the Streetcars, initially horse
dravm in the 1870s, and then electrified by the 1830s, which had a significant impact on
the growth of the district. The main transportation route ran north/south dong
Washington Street from the Square to Mt. Bowdoin, and from Roxbury, fed into lines
which ran to downtown Boston. By the 1890s the route was extended as far south as
Gallivan Boulevard, and crosdines were developed which passed through Codman
Square and ran dong Talbot Avenue and Norfolk Street.

As the result of these transportation improvements, endavesof large, stylish and
subgantid resdencesevolved in Melville Park, Ashmont Hill and other aress of
Dorcheder.

A brief discusson of Ashmont Hill's evolution iswarranted given this neighborhood's
proximity to the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, the similarities between this
neighborhood's Shingle style houses and the Church as well as the fact that both this
neighborhood and the church sand on land bequeethed to George D.Welles, Ashmont
Hill's developer. In 1870 Wedlesinherited a subgtantia amount of property from his
grandfather John Welles, encompassng all of what is now Ashmont Hill. The property
included the dite of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church and the Wellesmanson on
Wéles Avenue, now the site of the Codman Sguare Branch of the Boston Public Library.
Ashmont Hill's subdivison into dreets and house lots was supervised by Welles atomey
and agent Edward IngersoU Browne. Before this subdivision, the area bounded by
Dorchester Avenue, Centre Street, Washington Street and Ashmont Street was
completely devoid of dregts. Surveyor HW. Wilson's 1871 plan for Ashmont Hill
provided for Weles Avenue, Waton, Harley, Rodlin, Oceen and Alban Stregtsas well as
other dreetsoutsde the neighborhood. Land saes beganin 1872 and by 1874 seven

(continued)
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houses had been built on Ashmont Hill. The Depression of 1873 resulted in abrief
sethack for Welles, his devdopment rebounding with sixteen houses built on his
Ashmont Hill lots between 1874 andl 834. Large Itdianate Mansard, Quean Anne,
Shingle and Colonia Reviva houseswere built for doctors, lawyers, artigts, and
architects on lots measuring 6,000 square feet or more.

John "Honey Fitz" Fitzgerdd, early 20th century mayor of Boston and grandfather of
Presdent John Fitzgerad Kennedy resded in amansion a the comer of Welles Avenue
and Harley Strest.

Between 1834 and 1904, 160 houses were built in this areg, with one hundred completed
wdthin the first decade This building boom was fiieled in part by the introduction of the
dectric trolley to Washington Street during the late 1880s

Two-family homes and three-deckerswere the predominant housing types built between
1904 and 1930. Congmicted between 1889 and 1892, the Dorchester Temple Baptist
Church was built a the height of the resdentia constmction boom on Ashmont Hill and
other Sreetcar accessble sectionsof Dorchedter.

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church began as amissonary church of the Union, now
Tremont Temple, in Boston. The Church tracesits beginnings in Dorchester to abuilding
on Norfolk Street erected in the fall of 1884. Thisbuilding contained a store on the
ground floor, beneath a second floor hall with a cgpecity of three hundred people. Under
the leedership of Deacon George Chipman and "hdpersfrom the Boston's Tremont
Temple Baptist Church,” the Norfolk Street hall was dedicated as a house of worshipon
March 8, 1885. At that timethe only church building within aradius of two mileswas the
Second Congregationa Churchin Cladmen Square: Shortly after its dedication, a Sunday
School was organized to sarvethe children of the community. According to church
higtories, the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church grew out of the Sunday School imder the
leedership of Richard B. Hasstt, the first superintendent. On November 8, 1886, the
Dorchester Temple Baptist Church was duly organized with amembership of thirty six. >

The organization of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church represents an important
chapter in the higtory of the Baptist Society in Dorchester. Although Baptists have
resded in Dorchester snce the 18th century, it was not until the second quarter of the
19%th century that their numbers were sufficient to alow the constmction of a church.

The first Baptist worship sarvice in Dorchester was held on July 12, 1835. The Baptist
Society was organized in December,! 86 and the first meeting housewas erected pn
(continued)
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Chickatawbet Street in the Negponset areain 1838. 1n 1907, the First Baptist Church
moved to the comer of Adams and Ashmont Street. Later Baptist congregations in
Dorchegter include Stoughton Street Baptist (1845) a Uphams Comer, Bethany Baptist
(1871) a Wes Cottage and Judson Street, The Blaney Memoria Baptist Church (1882)
a Lower Mills and Emmanud Baptist Church (1897) on Adams Strest.

The Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's purchase of the George D.Welles edates Lots
1, 2 and 3 a the northeest comer of Washington Street and Welles Avenues, was
recorded in the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds Book 1901, Page 609 on October 5,
1889. Thetotal cogt of land and building was $40,000.00. Constmction began in

July, 1889 and the church's comer sonewas laid October 3,1889. Church membership
numbered ninety-nine a the timeof the laying of the comerstone.

The architect of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church was the prolific Boston architect
Arthur H.Vinal. Bom inQuincy in 1854, Vina was initially employed by Pegbody &
Steams, one of Bogton's leading late 19th century architecturd firms.

During histenure as city architect he desgned the Joshua Bates School, 725-731
Harrison Avenue in the South End, Minot School, Neponst Avenue, near Walhut Street
in Dorchester and the Bowditch School, comer of Green and Cheshire Stregtsin West
Roxbury. Perhgps his best known work, by virtueof its prominent locationin the Back
Bay, isthe police and fire gation building & Boylston £find Hereford Streets. In 1886, he
designed atwo-story engine house a Saratoga Street near Byron Street in Eagt Boston as
well as the Medford Strest Schoal in Charlestown. The Metropolitan Water WorksHigh
Sarvice Station a the Chestnut Hill Reservoir was one of his mogt important
commissions of the late 1830s Vina was dso engaged in Bogton theetre work,
submitting desgnsfor Washington Street theatresincluding the Pegodaand the Music
Hall. Further afield, he desgned opera housesfor Augudta and Bangor, Maine. Boston
philanthropist Robert B. Brigham was one Vina's mog important patrons. Vinal

designed Brigham's estate and ahospita named in his honor, now Brigham and Women's
Hospital. Additionally, Vinal desgned the lodge a the beseof the Bunker Hill

monument. N

Vinal'swork is aso represented in numerous Boston arearesdences During the 1880s
Vina dedgned severd Melville Avenue, Dorchester resdencesincluding hisown home
a 35 Melville Avenue (1882), acharming, picturesquely rendered Queen Anne resdence.
Additionally, his Dorchester work includes the W.F.Kakas resdence & 40 Sawyer
Avenue and atwo-family resdence a 341-343 Washington Street. During the 1890s,
Vina was regpongble for three six-family resdences a 382 to 388 Commonwedth
Avenue as well as twenty Bay State Road row houses

(continued)
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Undoubtedly Vinal's reputation as an architect of handsome, upscde Dorchester
resdences aided his sdlection as the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's architect.
Vinal's Dorchester years were followed by atwenty-five year resdency in Brookline and
ammasa Marble Head Neck. Arthur H. Vinal died in Wes Harpswell, Maine, August
25, 1923,

The Boylston Street Fire Station and the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church attest to
Vinal's unusud taents as both imitator and irmovator in his gpproach to designing within
the Richardsonian Romanesque and Shingle styles. Vina was nearing the height of his
career when he was awvarded the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church contract in 1889.

The building permit gpplication for the church was submitted on July 9,1889, and was
granted on August 10. The church's chapd (later the Sunday School) was completed for
worship sarvicesin January, 1890. The auditorium or sanctuary wasfinishedand formally
dedicated on November 17,1892 and the final ingpection report for the building was
recorded on Decamber 12, 1892. The building ingpection report describesthe building as
a sngle-gtory 48-foot high smcture with references to agdlery level, an unpaved cellar
and five wooden dairways.

The church's Opus 334 organ was manufactured in 1893 especidly for the church by
George Sherbum Hutchings, one of the leading organ builders of histime. Hehad a

\Y reputation as agreat case-maker and innovator within the realm of console
improvements. Hutchings built organsfor important Boston areaingtitutions, including
Symphony Hall, Arlington Strest Church, St.Peter's R.C.Church (Bowdoin Strest,
Dorchester), First Unitarian Church (Meeting House Hill, Dorchester) and Mission
Church (Mission Hill).

The church's long tradition of reaching out to the youth of the community beganin 1897
when Dorchester Temple Baptist Church's pagtor. Rev. C.W. Chamberlain "redized that
the young people of his church nesded something to do in acollective way. This resulted
in abranch Bible Schoadl a 165 Lauriat Avenue (now Woodrow Avenue).” Five years
after itsfounding the school hed an enrollment of 189.

Following the 1908 firein Chdsea, many Canediansfrom Nova Scotia moved from
Chdseato Dorchedter; the church membership doubled as some of them joined. Nova
Scotians compased the magjority of the church for fifty years. Under Dr. Otis Foye, the
church reached its pesk membership in 1928 with 1,131 membersin the church and 1,032
dudentsin the Sunday School. During the 1930s, membership was seedy with the
congregation encompassing skilled craftsmen, smal busnessowners and sales people.
The Church suffered consderable damage during the 1938 hurricane. The south gablé's
daned glasswindow was destroyed when alarge tree came through the window during
the storm.

(continued)



NPSFom.10-900HI OMB Appronl No. U)2478
P-8S)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Dorcheser Temple Baptis Church
Bogton (uffalk)
Section number n Page —" Massachusetts

After World Waer |1 as Dorchester becameincreasingly Irish Catholic, many parishioners
moved to the suburbs and the church's atendance began to fall, af rendthat continued
into the early 1970s

Organ chimes were ingdled in June 1950 as amemorid to the youth who died in World
Waer |l.

In 1954, the church purchesed aVictorian housea 17 Ocean Street tobe used assa
parsonage a acog of $14,500. 1n 1956, the basement was renovated and the youth room
excavaed and congmcted. An author of a church publication entitled "A Celebration of
New Beginnings' notes that "with the reintegration of the Boston public schools in the
1970s, whites again moved en meese to the suburbs, resulting in afurther membership
drop of over fifty percent.” Beginning with the leedership of interim pastor Dr. Joe
ODormdl and then Rev. Dan Buittry in 1978, atendance began to rise. After seeking
support from key lay leeders such as Roy Mason and Hal Dutton, “the church began to
welcome blacks and was virtually restarted through extendve contacts with neighborhood

people and groups.”

By the 1980s, the demographics of the congregation began to reflect those of Dorchester
with 12 different ethnic groups represented within the church's membership. The
"survivalist mentality "of the 1970s was superseded by amore hopeful outlook. By all
accountsthe church grew sronger and the worship service began to come diveasit
expressed the racid/ethnic vitality in the congregation.

At the timeof the church's 100th Anniversary in 1986 the active membership had risento
154, with mogt of the membersin their twenties and thirties. Following, Rev. Dan
Buttry's resgnation in 1987 adifficult seven year transition period ensued as the church
searched for parmanent leadership.

Since June, 1993, Dorchester Temple Baptist Church has been under the co-pastord
leedership of Rev. Bmce Wall and Rev.Craig W. Mc Mullen. Wall, anative of Roxbury,
and Mc Mullen, who grew up in Seettle, Washington, have worked successfiilly together
to hed a community besat by urban problems. Rev.Wall fought the granting of liquor
licenses, restored Sunday evening city bus sarvice and labored to register voters.
Rev.Wall hes organized the Concemed Citizens of Roxbury and co-founded the "Drop-A-
Dime" crime reporting organization. 1 n Sgptember, 1994, RevsWall and McMullen led a
degp-in & Roberts Park, Dorchedter, to fight dmg traffic. They continue to offer a
ministry of reconciliation between the racia and ethnic groups of the city as well as the
Codman Square areaof Dorchester. The membership currently emibraces 140 active adullt
membersandl 60 children for atotal of 300 parishioners.

(continued)
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During the 110 years snce the church's founding, Dorchester Temple has had sixteen

pagtors as well as anumber of interim pagtors. The longest pagtorate was that of Dr. Otis
W.Foye, from October, 1919 to October, 1940.

Many dedicated individuals have served the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church over
time, including minigters, missonaries and lay men. During the late 19th and early 20th
centuries members of the Church preached the gospd world-wide. Women have played
an important rolein realizing the mission of the church. During the 1890s Carrie Currant
Murray was the first woman missonary to Alaska. MrsMabe G. Oldfield was a
missionary in Woochow, South China MissEmmaKelly had anotable ministry as
pastor's assgant for twenty-one years (1920-1941).

Herbert Hagg and Rev. F.R. Bmce represented the Baptist Church in Shanghal, China
and Sanoway, Burma, respectively. Closer to home. Reverend and Mrs. L. Curtis Foye
workedtirelessy for the Hull Street Medical Mission Digpensary in Boston. R.Dean
Goodwin, pagtor of the church from 1941 to 1944 later became Director of the Division
of Communications of the American Baptist Convention. Archibald T.Davison, a
member of the church in his youth was Harvard's Musicologist and director of the
university's Glee Clubfor 45 years Life long member Willard F. Rockwell was "one of
the country's industrial megnates’ while Albert H.Curtis, amember of the church for
Sxty-one years, was Presdent of the New England Baptist Hospita for 15 years and was
active inits devdopment for forty years In recent years the music ministry under the
leedership of Bil Mooney-McCoy hes played apowerful rolewithin the worship service.

Archaeological Significance

It isunlikely that any prehigtoric Stesare located on the Dorchester Temple Baptist
Church parcd. Given that most of the known prehistoric Stes are concentrated neer the
Neponset River and thet only avery small portion of the church parcel has not been
impacted by constmction, itisunlikely that any prehistoric survivas remain.

A moderate potentid exigts for the recovery of historical archaeologica remans. The
Dorchester Temple Baptist Church played an integrd rolein the development of the
Codman Square/Ashmont Hill community at the tum of the century. Built during a
historically significant period, thisparce could contain archaeologica survivas reveding
evidence of the socid, cultural, and economic development of the area.

(end)
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(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description -N
The boundaries of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church run east from Washington
Street dong the ddelot line shared with the commercia property numbered 668
Washington Street. The eestem boundary runs dong the sdelot line shared with the
resdentia property numbered Waelles Avenue. This property's southem lot line borders
Weéles Avenuewliile itswestem boundary runsaong Washington Street.
Verba Boundary Judtification

The boundaries as nominated are the current and historic boundaries of the Dorchester
Temple Baptist Church, dnce its congmction in 1889-1892.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusatts Historical Commission

September 24, 1997 o N

Carol Shull N ,
Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces . 110000 .,
Department of the Interior . "Po-toAn
Nationa Pak Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull: * e
Endosad pleesefmd the foUov*ng nomination form:

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, 670 Washington Street, Boston (Suffolk
County), Massachusdtts 02124.

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
SaeHistoric Presarvation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
consderation 60-120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

With the understanding that awaiver of the cusomary 15-day Federd Register commenting
period is necessary to asis in the preservation of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, the
Massechusatts Historical Commission respectfiilly requests that the commenting period be
waived (36 CFR 60.13(9)).

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regider Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

endosure .,

CC: Dorchester Temple Baptist Church
Alan Schwartz, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commission
Maura FitzPatrick, Boston Landmarks Commission
Ed Gordon, Preservation Consultant
Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website:  www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Decamber 26, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regider of Historic Places
National Pak Service, Cultura Resources
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: oot

Enclosed, pleese find amended National Register nomination for the following:

Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, Boston (Dorchester) (Suffolk Co.), MA
Reference #97001239

The nomination has been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and has been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Presarvation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
consderation 60-120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

With the understanding that awaiver of the cusomary 15-day Federd Register commenting
period is necessary to asid in the preservation of the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church, the
Massechusatts Historical Commission respectfiilly requeststhat the commenting period be
waived (36 CFR 60.13(a)).

Feas=let me know if | can be offiirtherasssance

Philip Bergen
Nationa Regider Assdant
M assachusetts Historical Commission

cc. MauraFitzpatrick, Boston Landmarks Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470

'Fax: (617) 727-5128 T DD : 1-800-392-6090
Website www.magnet.state maus/'sec/mhc









