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DESCRIBE’THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

No description or photograph has been discovered to desecribe the original
condition of the wine cellars. Since they functioned but aifiese years, it
must be assumed that they were never altered and looked substantially as

they do today, except for some crumbling of the arched entrances. A photo

The three separate but qggt;gupuﬁmyggltshwith*Qgggillgggfs are virtually
alike. Measurement of the middle vault yielded the following inside
dimensions: '

Length of wall 40 feet
Width at middle 19" feet hes

Height at middle . 14 feet
Entrapce wall depth.. 3 feet 6 inches
Entrance wall width .. 5 feetlO inches
Thickness of walls 1 foot 8 inches

The surroundings of the cellars are strictly rural and unspoiled except for
a power line in the background. The hillside against which the cellars are
placed is partly wooded. A stream flows near the entrance, but may have
changed its course in recent years.

several years old reveals some stone formation at the entrance of the vaults
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE I

The Dutch Hollow Wine Cellars, fronted: by t t brick arches which
excite the curiosity of passersby, are the last known remnants ts of a once
thriving industry .in.West Virginia, and occupy 1and ‘once” owned by George
Washington. 1In 1876 the resources of the State included wine manufacture
because the summer suns were long arnd warm enough and the State well
located within the thermometric zone in which grapes mature. The largest
crop came from Ohio County, which has approximately 700 acres of grapes
from a State-wide total of around 900 acres. In 1874 the Ohio Gounty
crop was valued at $100,000, with shipments to Pittsburgh, New York,
Boston, and Omaha. By 1904, the industry was almost non-existent as only
one "vinous liquor establlshment" was listed in the entire state.

The hundred-acre tract on which the wine cellars now stand was
originally part of a 2,666 acre tract which was surveyed for George Wash-
ington in 1774 by Samuel Lewis. The land became part of Washington's
western lands in 1784 by a patent issued to the, then, Colonel Beorge
Washington.

The name of the Friend family first became involved with the pro-
perty in 1835 when Thomas R. Friend bought the property from the Cabells.

He then sold it to his father Joseph Friend but re-purchased it again in
1855,

The date of constructlon of the wine cellars is not known for certain
They were probablv bullt around 1855. From a newspapef articie in 1859,

it is certain that Thomas Friend was already selllng "native wines"
commercially.

The "big Blue" grapes, grown all around the hollow, were reportedly
picked, pressed, set in the sun to ferment, and aged in the cool cellars.
After Proper aging, the wine was hauled by oxcart to Dunbar and then
shipped to Cincinnati by steamboat.

The varlewxﬂgf grapes grown at Dutch Hollow is not known, but Maury
and Fontaine report that “the vineyards existing in Kanawha, in 1870,
were principally Catawba but proved so unreliable that the owners have
since uprooted them and are now planting Concord and Seedling.'.

(continued)




James A. Haught,
Charleston Gazette, June 21,

Wheeling, 1876.

Maury, M. F., and William M. Fontalne.

"Empty County Winecellars Recall Thriving Industry, "
1956, p. 36.

Resources of West Virginia.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENFER.POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF/ L EsS’ TF’AN\I‘\EN ACRES
CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATW{J\#}/* T 1 }\LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. ( Se%@n{s Degr s\‘ Minutes - Seconds
N |38 °22 '38.3w (81 ous 39 88 ° Sl Sl > "
NE -[38 °22 '25.16 [81 °44 °10.30] INAEY L =
SE |38 °33 '10.10 (B1 °44 +20.68 A C g§$> W
sw {38 °22 95,28 ~ > ”5
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
fLisT ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT|ES OVERLAPPING STATKyﬁ>~C\ UN
STATE: CODE | counTY \{., ;T cobe
S“vl"ATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

"INAME AND TITLE:

Michael J. Powers

ORGANIZATION N DATE
West Virginia Anthultles Commission "August 7, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:
39 0ld Mountalnlalr West Vlrglnla UanerSltV, Morgantown W. AYQ
CODE

-[ci1TY OR TOWN:

‘

Mor antown

STATE

We

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
fionaj Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of sxgm.flcance of this nomination is:

National D, State [ Local [X]

State Liaison Off.

Title % 7

1970

Date August 11,

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Nat10m1 Register. -

Ch1ef Ofitce of Archeology and H:storxc Pr £

DEC 181970

Date

ATTEST:

252/LHh24H
9¢<h

COLLARA

43S

SNOITLONYLSNI

C&24H2 4
ceosch

aas‘)’m/

Lr
74

9022)75/7



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE » West Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [COUNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Kanawha
. FOR NPS USE ONLY
‘Continuation Sheet B LA et AR Pics D
( ) T I25 7 5080 s
| (Number all entries) . ’
8. Friend remained a resident of Kanawha County until the outbreak of

the Civil War. A dedicated Confederate, he left in July of 1861 when Federal

troops entered the County. It was soon after his departure, for southers- S
virginia, that the cellars and the vineyard were neglected.

It probably became impractical to try to continue producing wine
during the hardship of the Civil War. A legal suit was filed against the
Friends on the Basis that they were non-residents. Thomas Friend died before
the case was completed, but the suit and the property were finally lost by
his ‘Heirs. 'Finally in 1874 the property was auctioned to the highest bidder
by the County Court.




