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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A large pretentious house, the Collier-Crichlow House is of the 
asymetrical plan seen in the nearby General Palmer Mansion. The 
Crichlow House was constructed ca. 1880; It employs a broken 
facade with separate sections for a large right-hand corner bay, 
a central efntrance and a side portico to the left. It consists 
of a bricK two-story structure with a complete third floor incor 
porated into the elaborate Mansard roof. Windows on all floors^ 
are of the tall narrow proportions associated with the Gothic 
Revival. Their large panes reflect the glass-making technology 
of the later 19th century. Each opening is crowned with a heavy 
projecting drip guard with a low, broad pointed arch seen in 
Elizabethan and late Gothic fireplaces and decorative elements. 
These white drip guards and door and window frames contrast with 
the much darker brick surfaces in a manner akin to the contrasts 
of the "zebra-style seen at the same time, although the banding 
is not present.

A wide, deep cornice is supported on paired brackets. It is 
surmounted by a tall Mansarded roof with elaborately framed 
projecting dormer windows enclosing the third floor. The pavilion 
hoods of the roof have their own upper cornices with flat or 
pyramidal roofs. These give the elevations of the house the same 
picturesque asymetry found in its plan. Of special note is the 
corner turret which projects boldly on the right of the main facade. 
The many projecting elements, heavy drip guards and Mansard roof 
(the latter of 17th century origin^ give a stylistic relationship 
to the French Second Empire style; popular from the later 1850 T s 
through the early 1880 T s in the United States. Its European inspi 
ration was practiced in France roughly from 1850 to 1870 and employe 
an architectural vocabulary borrowed from French 17th century 
sources.

The deep spacious lawn emphasizes the three-dimensionality of the 
building. It can be seen as a whole from its recessed isolated 
position, an advantage not enjoyed by other structures crowded 
more closely to the street line.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As a late 19th century example of the picturesque asymetrical 
detached 'Villa," the Collier-Crichlow house has great merit. 
Additionally, it is a fine version of the Mansarded eclectic 
taste of its time. It is impressive by its size and location. 
Located on Main Street near the Rutherford County Courthouse it 
reflects the taste and success of an influential family of the 
late 19th century. The very deep lot shows off the almost baroque 
three-dimensionality of the structure to great advantage and 
testifies to the sensitivity of architect and owner alike.

The Collier-Crichlow family has been very influential in the 
growth of the community. The family has provided Murfreesboro 
with four mayors. Colonel Newton C. Collier served as mayor and 
was a director of the N. C. and St. L. Railroad. Ingram B. 
Collier, Jr. served as mayor and was one of the founders of the 
First National Bank of Murfreesboro. James H. Crichlow served 
as mayor and Chairman of the Board of Education and was also 
postmaster under Grover Cleveland. N. Collier Crichlow served 
as mayor of Murfreesboro
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Hearthstones: The Storv of Historic Rutherford County Homes,
Mary B. Hughes, Murf reesboro , Tenn. : Mid-South Publishing Co. Inc., 
1942, p. 17.

Conversation: Mr. N. C. Crichlow, Jr. 
511 E. Main 
Murf reesboro , Tennessee 37130
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71000831. Buckingham House, Sevier County. NR3/18/71. The 
correct significant date should be 1796 only.

71000832. 
NR3/24/71 
s tyle.

73001822. 
NR7/16/73

Sevier County Courthouse, Sevier County. 
Romanesque Revival should be added as another

Collier-Crichlow House, Rutherford County. 
Delete the term Chateauesque as a style.

77001264. Riverwood, Davidson County. NR7/20/77. Delete 
the terms Adamesque and Colonial as styles.

82003982. Louisville and Nashville Passenger Station, Knox 
County. NR3/25/82. Delete the term Chateauesque as a 
s tyle.

83003024. U.S. Post Office, Elizabethton, Carter County. 
NR8/9/83. There is no style mentioned in the data base. 
The nomination mentions Beaux Arts as a style, but Classical 
Revival is probably more correct.

83003026. Gladstone Apartments, Davidson County. 
NR6/16/83. Delete the term Elizabethan Revival and add 
Classical Revival as the style.

83004256. Knoxville YMCA, Knox County, 
the term Renaissance Revival as a style.

NR11/17/83. Add


