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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main mass of this "boom" hotel is five stories in
height with wings and additions reaching a height of ten
stories. The building is constructed of Belgian concrete
and is stuccoed over and painted a bright pink color, hence
references to the "Pink Palace." Originally the building
was entered at ground level and guests climbed a grand stair
to the lobby. Now however, as a result of recent additions,
a double ramp and porte cochere are located on the main
facade of the hotel whereby visitors enter the building at
the second level and descend five- steps to the lobby. 1In its
exterior decoration, the building is treated in a manner
typical of the period. An excess of ornament of an eclectic
Spanish, Italian and Mediterranean flavor is seen all over
the building. The roof is covered with red barrel tile and
the four towers atop the main mass of the hotel are at least
reminiscent of the type of tower associated with the Spanish
Colonial Revival. Round arches used both in loggias and for
window shapes, wrought iron grilles and wooden balconies are
all used in combination with terra cotta applied decoration,
most of which is painted white to contrast with the pink
stucco. Fenestration is regular for the most part and windows
are casement and sash in combination. The building with its
various wings and towers presents a very erratic silhouette
against the skyline of St. Petersburg Beach.

The interior is a composition of international materials
including Italian marble, ornamental Spanish tile, California
redwood, Belgian wall fabrics and Austrian crystal chandeliers.
Despite minor alterations to the building, particularly with
respect to interior remodeling, the structure is definitely
one of the finest of Florida's great tourist hotels which
survives today recalling the elegance and opulence of the
1920's land boom. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Don Ce Sar Hotel was originally conceived by develop-
er Thomas J. Rowe at the height of the great Florida land
boom. It was completed at a cost of $1,150,000 in January,
1928, after the boom had collapsed and less than two years
before the stock market crash and the onset of the Great
Depression of the 1930's. Nevertheless, its renown as a
luxury resort hotel attracted such noted figures as F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Clarence Darrow, Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig,

Faith Baldwin, Dr. Walter Mayo, and various members of New
York's Macy family among its many distinguished patrons.

After the American entry into World War II, the hotel
was purchased by the federal government and converted for use
as a rest and rehabilitation center for Air Corps Officers.
From 1945 until 1969, it served as a federal office building
-serving many of the federal agencies in the St. Petersburg
area. Vandalism set in immediately after the last federal
offices were closed. By 1970, a committee of local citizens
had formed to work for the preservation of the structure.

In 1971, William Bowman, Jr. became interested in the
structure and began negotiating its purchase. Two years later
he began a program of rehabilitation designed to restore the
structure to its original function and retain the aura of
luxury and opulence that had been eroded by its long and
varied career. Minimal structural alterations were necessi-
tated by modern building codes and surrounding development.
Interior renovation utilized a wide variety of materials
from foreign sources to recreate the spirit and substance
rather than the precise form of the original, adapted to
modern standards of comfort and convenience.

Throughout its history, the Don Ce Sar has. served
literally, as well as figuratively, as a landmark. Its mass
and distinctive appearance continue to physically dominate
the St. Petersburg Beach area, making it a valuable aid to
maritime and aerial navigation. Restored to its original use,
the Don Ce Sar will also continue to mark a significant
period in the development of modern Florida.
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