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The Blue Mountain Depot was bought by the Blue Mountain Extension Homemaker's
Club on March 29, 1939 from the Rock Island Lines. That same year the depot
was moved nearby to four adjoining lots purchased by the Extension Homemaker's
Club in 1936. The depot was turned to face north instead of south as original-
ly situated.

The Blue Mountain Depot is a one story frame building, bungalow style, with

a green composition roof and white ship-lap siding. It is 40 feet, 6 inches
long, eighteen feet, 6 inches wide. 1Inside is a freight and express room,
measuring 17 feet, 4 inches x 11 feet, 2 inches; 4 black waiting rooms, 8 feet

x 9 feet - 6 inches; a white waiting room, 17 feet, 6 inches x 10 feet, 10 inches;
and an office, 9 feet x 20 feet, 10 inches. Ceiling height throughout is 12
feet.

Surrounding the lower portion of the building is a narrow band of alternating
vertical and diagonal panels. Other interesting features of this small frame
structure include a bay window on the north elevation, transoms over each entry
and triangular open brackets beneath the wide eaves of the hip roof.

The depot has many large windows and two entries. The large double doors on
the west elevation were replaced with windows, leaving the other double doors
in the old freight room. All partitions dividing the freight and express
rooms, black waiting room and office were removed, leaving one large area for

a meeting room. The white waiting room partition was left intact for a kitchen
area. Other alterations included putting in cabinets, concrete steps at the
north -entry, interior wall paper, new curtains and adding brlck—patterned

paper around the foundation. An oil stove, tables, chairs, and other articles
were donated for use.

No records are available as to the architect, but the Blue Mountain Depot is
typical of Rock Island depots built in the latter part of the nineteenth cen-

tury.

We feel like this building can be restored and be an asset to our community.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rock Island Depot at Blue Mountain was built at the end of the 19th century.
When the railroad was built through west Arkansas, it played a big role in the de-
velopment of Blue Mountain as well as other small communities.

Blue Mountain originally had four passenger trains each day, along with freight and
Express service and Western Union service. From the time of its construction until

the 1930's, the Blue Mountain Depot was used as a collection point for shipping and
receiving produce for the community and surrounding area. Poultry, eggs, cream, straw-
berries, peaches, apples, and livestock were handled, as well as some cotton and lum-
ber. Many carloads of flour, feed and other necessities were brought in by train for
local businesses to sell.,

The Hotel on nearby Mt. Magazine was served by Western Union, which was housed in the
depot.

As times changed, passenger service finally ended. When freight shipments declined
as well, the Blue Mountain Extension Homemaker'®s Club bought the -depot and moved it
to its present site.

Since 1939 the Blue Mountain Depot has been used as a Community Center and for meet-
ings of the Extension Homemaker's Club. When the Federal governmeént operated a
"Mattress and Comfort" program to use surplus cotton, this building was a center for
this program. 1In the depot Extension Homemaker's Club members folded bandages for
Red Cross once a week during World War II. The town council meetings and all elec-
tions were held in the depot until the City Hall was built recently. Church services
have also been held in the depot at various times.

The Blue Mountain Depot is one of a very few old depots left in sight of the Rock
Island Lines in west Arkansas. As the oldest public-use structure in Blue Mountain,
the depot has been an important local landmark throughout the twentieth century. The
rectangular hip-roof structure has ship-lap siding above an interesting band of ver-
tical and diagonal siding. Double-hung windows, wide three-sided brackets and a bay
on the north add interest to the otherwise simple structure.

We hope to restore it for a Community Center which would be available for use by
all. We feel like this old building is an important part of the history of Blue
Mountain. \
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Blue Mountain Extension Homema
Blue Mountain, Arkansas
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

Blue Mountain Depot
Blue Mountain, Logan County

Dear Club Members:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic PreseY¥ ion Program will present the National
Register nomination for the Blue Mountain Depot to the Arkansas State Review
Committee at their June meeting. If approved the nomination will be submitted
to the National Register office in Washington, D. C. for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects

that might affect a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination,
please contact Dianna Kirk of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appre-
ciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this
property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed.

Sincerely,
kf@ r D e CAoockare

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
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