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1. Name
historic Millicent Library
and or common Millicent Library
2. Location
street & number 45 Center Street N/A not for publication
city, town Fairhaven, ii/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts code > county  Bristol code 005
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X. buildIng(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress N educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process yes: restricted government scientific
t>eing considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
name ' Town of Fairhaven
street & number pg-j phaven Town Hall, Center Street
city,town  Fairhaven, vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bristol Qunty Regl stry of Deeds
street & number Sixth Street
city, town New Bedford state Massachusetts
6. Representation In Existing Surveys
Inventory of Historic Assets of the
ekokook Commonweal thr # 32 has this property been determined eligible? yes _XxX_no
date 1978-1979 federal N state county local

depository for survey records sachusetts H storical Conmission
80 Boyl ston Street

city, town Bost on state  Massachusetts



7. Description

Millirpnt 1
Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
— " good ruins altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The Millicent Library, Fairhaven, is a highly successful amdgam of
Richardsonian Romanesgue form and massing with delicate Renaissance
Revival-style detailing. The building is irregular in shape, picturesque in
plan ad profile. Financed by local philanthropist Henry H. Rogers, the

building was designed by architect Charles Brigham of Boston. It was
cotistructed in 1891-1892.

The library is situated in the center of Fairhaven, a small town on the
eastern shore of the Acushnet River, just aove Buzzard's Bay in southeastern
Massachusetts. Its lot is flanked by William, Centre, and Wanut Streets.
Opposite the library, on Centre Street, stands the Fairhaven Town Hall
(1892-1894, NR 1981), also the gift of Henry Rogers and the work of Charles
Brigham. Other buildings in the immediate area include residential structures
and several churches of modern construction. The land ai VAiich the library is
sited is flat, landscaped with low, carefully trimmed shrubs and a large lawn
edged with high quarter-round granite curbing. Paths leading to the street
are | it by two ornate lampposts of cast irai. Entrance to the building is Y,
through a aie-story porch near the base of the tower.

The library is comprised of projecting towers, wings, and apses that together
create a complex and multiplaned structure. The building averages 48 feet in
height and is an amalgamatiai of several distinct parts of various shgpes axd
sizes. It is anchored << its main, northern side by a hipped-roof,
three-story tower with a round, conical-capped corner turret. Entry to the
building is through an open, one-story corner porch, with spiral-carved porch
supports culminating in rounded arches, VAiich is tucked between the tower and
apsidal wing. TViobroad, shallow flights of granite steps lead to the porch.
East of the tower is a aie-story conical-roofed apsidal bay that elaborates
the massng of the building. Three panelled chimneys with frieze detailing

ad flat caps project aove the roofline oa the structure's northern and
western sides.

The structure is built of light brown Dedhan stone ashlar, with a foundatioji
of Stoney Creek granite. The window ornamentation, cornices, floral-motif
belt courses, and a frieze elaborated with precisely detailed fruited garlands
and wreathes are all of terra cotta. Allroofs are of red Fremont slate.
Flashing and roof ridge rolls, as well as finials atop the large tower,
stairtower, and gpses are of plain copper.

Ornamentation, executed throughout in terra cotta, is for the mogst part subtle
and small-scale, an assemblage of a number of delicate parts. A single more

imposing element is a large, ornate terra cotta name placque displayed on the
main tower on the northern, man elevation. Elaborately carved in deep relief

Continued
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with a Greek key frieze band, acanthus leaves, rosettes, and scrolls, the
placque is dominated at its center by a rather fierce-expressioned mde head.
Flanking the placque, pairs of Corinthian pilasters are adorned with carvings
of globes, lyres, urns, compases and triangles, ad lanterns. A tiny cherub
rests atop each pilaster.

Fenestratioti includes a mix of standard 1/1 sash flanked by carved pilasters
similar to those fomd beside the tower placque, aid narrower 1/1 sash, both
square and round-headed, without elaborated surrounds. There are also two
Palladian windows, both ornamented with terra cotta panels of garlands and
accented with caisoles. Ome is located at the southern rear side of the
building, and lights the library stacks. The other, at the base of the
stairtower, is one of three tiers of varying window types, including a trio of
elongated, rounded slit windows at the middle story and three 1/1 sash framed
by rope molding, heavy lintels, and sills resting on the heads of terra-cotta
cherubs lighting the third story.

The aie-story east wing is a 1968 addition designed by the Nev Bedford
architectural firm of Tallman, Drake and Guay. Great care was taken in design
and constructioii to successfully blend the addition into the site and building
using similar materials and style. In addition to office, work, and garage
space, the additioii holds the Rogers Room, \Aich houses the Rogers family's
papers and memorabilia

The building's interior is equally well-preserved. In the small vestibule the
walls are of glazed tile, brown and beige in color with a yellow- and
green-glazed tile border pressed in foliate patterns. The floor is mosac
tile, in a medieval-inspired design. A tier of arched, stained glass windows
glazed with crackle glass is framed by a carved osk arcade aove a slab of
Sienna marble.

The vestibule opens onto a spacious main hall with a twenty-foot-highloft
ceiling. The walls in the man hall are stencilled pale pink over a pale
samoji base color, a replica of the pattern of the original decorative
treatment which had been redone in different colors in 1951. Sugpended from
the ceiling are massive bronze chandeliers; though not original to the
building, they are sympathetic in character and scale. The floors are of
quartered oak, and together with the door and fanlights, represent the
building's otily woodwork.

Within the man hall of the library is a spectacular interior stained glass
window, crafted in Laidon. It is sixteen feet in height, and depicts
Shakespeare surrounded by the names of American poets. Immediately below
Shakegpeare is Millicent Rogers likeness as the Muse of Poetry.

Continued
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Off the man hall are the reading and original reference rooms, both with
quartered ok floors. To the west, the large reading room is ornamented with
a boldly projecting cornice. The painted walls are relieved by a fireplace of
Pompeiian brick with Sienna marble facing, a tiled hearth, axd an ok mantle.
To the east is the original reference room, now the children's room. The door
surround from the main hall is of painted cast plaster patterned in Adamesgue
moss and flowers, with heavier baroque fruit and flower swags decorating the
pilasters and entablature. A richly molded cornice surrounds the room,
ornamented with swags and cartouches and at intervals supported oti fluted
composite pilasters.

The stacks are visible beyond the man hall, at the rear of the building.

They are | it by the two-storied Palladian window mentiaied above. At the
second floor level, there is a metal railing with fan-patterned center panels,
keyed frame, and wooden rail. Wall brackets at rail level are located in
front of each tier of stacks. Beneath the bracket on the stack side are brass
electric light sconces with glass shades. The stacks were extended to a third
tier in 1976.

To the north is the music room, originally the trustees room. It is dominated
by the five-light apsidal bay that extends toward Centre Street. The walls
are pink-painted brick stencilled lightly in white. There is arich, rococco
plaster cornice ad picture molding. The central feature of this room is the
handsome fireplace with a large and ornate mantelpiece of oak, with engaged
columns carrying swagged and panelled entablature. Sugpended from the ceiling
is a Waterford chandelier. The ok entrance door still retains the original
hardware and there are several pieces of original casawork and furniture in
the room.



8. Signifficance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

X 1800-1899
1900-

Specific dates

Millicent Library, Fairhaven,

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

JL.

archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture

art

commerce

__communications

1891- 1893

community planning
.Aconservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

Buil der/Architect Charles

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

MA
landscape architecture religion
law science
literature sculpture
military _X_ sociall
music humanitarian
philosophy theater
politics/government transportation
n other (specify)
commumty development
Bri gham

The Mllicent Library, Fairhaven, retains integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, andfee||n?, as wel | as associations as a significant

public building financed by a

ocal philanthropist. Built in 1891-1892, t he

wel | -preserved library, an outstandi ng amal gamaticni of R chardsonian
Ronanesque form and nassi ng and Renai ssance Revival -inspired detailing, was
desi gned by Charles Brigham a distinguished andinfluential Massachusetts
architect of national renow. The building was comm ssioned by oil nagnate
and Fairhaven native Henry Huttleston Rogers as a menorial tohis daughter,

Mllicent.
Bri gham and deviated t o the town by Rogers.

It was once of several inportant civic buildings designed Y
MIlicent Library thus fulfills

ICritiaria A B and Cof the National Register of Historic Places ai the |ocal
evel .

Fairhaven is a smal| coastal town, originally apart of Dartnouth, settled in
the late seventeenth andearly eighteenth centuries. Early inits history,
Fai rhaven was, with New Bedford across the Acushnet River, oie of the key
Anerican ports involved inthe lucrative whaling industry. Waling voyages
originated on Fairhaven docks; boats were built andfitted inthe tow's

ship
the

ar ds.
ate 18th century with residential
site of the nomnate

erected during the fir

The ol dest sections of town, near the waterfrcwt, were built up in
structures, while tothe east, near t he

erty, blocks of handsone gable-fraited houses were

prOﬁ
st half of the 19th centur

y. The vAaling industry

peaked i nthe early 1850s; its death in the 1860s brought Fairhaven's growh
Wi | e New Bedford was quickly transfornmed froma

and expansion to ahalt.

vhaling port toacotton textile manufacturing giant and, later, a najor

center for commercial

fishing, Fairhavai'srecovery was slower and |ess

spectacul ar, narked by the devel opnent of |ight industry (such asnail and

tack manufacturing) and snal | - scal e commer ci al

Perhaﬁ
nade

England as elseviiere, oil.
January 29, 1840.

i's fortune i nthe industry

Agraduate of Fairhavai sc

nmarine activity.

s ironically, Fairhaven's greatest benefactor, Henry Huddl eston Rogers,
that effected the endof whaling i nNaw

Rogers (1840- 1909?] was bom i n Fairhaven oti

ool s, Rogers held jobs variously

as agrocery clerk and as a baggage master onthe local (dd Col ony)

railroad.

oi | fields of Pennsylvania. There, in partnershi Charles
founded the Wnsutta Oi | Refinerly near Titusville and Ol City inwestern
e

Pennsyl vani a, and sooti becane a ,
1870, Rogers was an executivew th Pratt Oif.

I'n 1860, he left Fairhaven andjourneyed t othe newy discovered

pwith Charles Ellis, he

ader the independent oil refiners. By
Wen in 1872, Pratt was

acquired by Standard Oil, Rogers becane a corporate director. Inthat year,
Rogers was said to beworth $100,000. During his career with Standard, Rogers
galned a ref)utatiai for hi s sharp business acunen and ruthl essness. (He was

known ai W

| Street as "Hell Houiid Rogers.")

Cont i nued



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

(See Continuation Sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than one acre
Quadrangle nama New Bedford North Quadrangle scale 1 r?f*,nnn
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Verbal boundary description and justification
(See Contination Sheet)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefttle  MAMAM Friedberg, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts Historical Commission, with
Carol Ann Nelson and Potor Jacobson, Preservat4on Consultants.

organization Massachusetts Historical Commision date February 1986
street4 number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617/727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

State Historic Preservation Officer date
Fypriitiwo n-iv*Q”-h"v.

For MPS use only

| hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register

title

Hatloaal Bigtater date
of the National Regist<

AttMt: date
Chief of Registration

spo 911 -ass
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Throughout his career, Rogers continued to remember Fairhaven. In 1862, he
had returned to the town to marry his childhood sweetheart, Abbie Padmer
Gifford. Together they had five children, four daughters and one son. The
family wintered in Newv York City and spent summas in Fairhaven. In the
1880s, Rogers began the philanthropic program for his homeown that would
continue for the rest of his life. Despite a reputatioii in the business world
a an arrogant, wily, axd callous oil magnate, Rogers generous contributiotis
to Fairhaven mede him a popular part-time resident. Bitirely at his own
expense, he sponsored the design and construction of several buildings for the
town, including the Rogers (Elementary) School (1884), the Tomn Hall
(1892-1894, NR 1981), the Unitarian Church and Parish House (1901-1904),
Tabitha Inn, nov Our Lady's Haven (1904-1905), and the Fairhaven High School
(19051906, NR 1981). Al handsome structures, they were built in a variety of
lavishly detailed Victorian and Revival styles. All but one were designed by
renowned American architect Charles Brigham. (The other, Rogers Elementary
School, wes the work of Camecticut architect Waren R. Briggs.)

During the smma of 1890, vdiile the family was vacationing in Fairhaven, one
of Rogers children, Millicent, became critically il | with heart disease. Sie
died on August 31, 1890, at the age of seventeen. The bereaved family
searched for a fitting memorial. Millicent had been an avid reader,
especially of poetry, and had once commented on Fairhaven's lack of a good
library. So it was decided to create a library building for the Tom in her

memory.

Rogers acquired a lot in the center of Fairhaven, bounded by William, Walnut,
ad Centre Streets. It was directly opposite the future site of the Fairhaven
Towmn Hall, another Rogers gift to the town already being planned. No expense
was to be spared in the design and construction of this memorid for his
daughter. The architect chosen was one of the finest in the country, the men
vJdo had designed Rogers New York townhouse--Charles Brigham.

Charles Brigham (1841-1925) weas born in Watertown, Massachusetts, on June 21,
1841. After attending local schools, he apprenticed for three years in the
Boston architectural office of Calvin Ryder, and thence, in 1860, joined the
firm of Gridley Bryant and Arthur Gilman. After service in the American Civil
War, Brigham returned to Bostoti and joined British-trained architect John
Sturgis in partnership. Under Sturgis' influence, the firm—and
Brigham--became known for their Ruskinian Gothic designs. With their
1876-1878 Boston Musam of Fine Arts on Copley Square (no longer standing),
Sturgis and Brigham created an influential design, using extensive terra-cotta
exterior ornamentatiai in a manna unprecedented in American architecture.

Continued
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In 1886, Sturgis returned to England; two years later, Brigham formed a new
partnership with John Spofford, viio had been the firm's draftsman from
1881-1886. The mawv firm received contracts throughout the country,
particularly in Spofford's native Maine ad in Massachusetts. In 1889,
Brigham and Spofford received the commisson for a maor addition and
renovation to the Massachusetts State House. FHom this point onward, Brigham
concentrated on single, large commissons (including those in Fairhaven for
Henry H. Rogers), culminating in the mamnah Secotid Church of Christ Scientist
in Boston (1909). The Fairhaven buildings of Charles Brigham are individually
noteworthy; together they represent an unrivalled collectiai detailing the
skill and mastery of varied form and style of o»xie of the great American
architects.

For Millicent's memorial, Brigham designed a magnificent, well-proportioiied
library, executed in granite with lavish use of delicate applied terra-cotta
exterior decoratioti. The building's form and massing, with high hipped roof,
towers, apsidal bay, axd round-arched inset porch, is reminiscent of the
Richardsonian Romanesque, while the richly articulated, classically inspired
ornamentation reflects the Renaissance Revival. Tobuild the library,
Norcross Bros of V/orcester were selected. Ground was broken ai June 6, 1891;
the cornerstaie was laid in September 1891, and construction continued through
the year and into 1892. Whan the building was completed in December 1892,
Rogers four surviving children formally presented title of the library to the
town of Fairhaven. The library was dedicated and officially opened January
30, 1893, the anniversary of Millicent Rogers birth.

In 1894, Rogers good friend Samud Clemens (Mark Twain) visited Fairhaven for
the dedicatiai of another Rogers gift, the Tom Hall, located directly across
the street from the Millicent Library. Clemens already knew of the library
and had sent some of his personally autographed works for the collection.
After visiting the building, and favorably impressed, he sent a letter of
praise to the trustees, saying, " | anglad to have seen it. It is the ideal
library, | think. Bocks are the liberated spirits of men, and should be
bestowed in a heaven of light and grace and harmonious color and sumptuous
comfort, like this."”

Henry Rogers provided for the building's maintenance with two endowments. The
first wes a fund of $100,000, established at the time of the building's
completicHi. The secoiid, initiated several years later, transferred Fairhaven
Water Compary stock from Rogers to the library trustees.

In 1968, the town of Fairhaven wes forced to assume directioii and ownership of
the Fairhaven Water Companly, thus assuming major responsibility for the
library's financing and upkeep. Until this time, both had been the
responsibility of the trustees. In that same year, after several years of
planning, a maor additioii to the building was undertaken. The addition
carefully duplicates the original in materials, design, and ornamentatiai.

Continued
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Located at the southeastern, rear corner of the building, it isunobtrusive,
successful Iy echoing thenass and style of theoriginal building.

Since itsdedicatioti i n1893, thelibrary has been a val uabl e resource,
architecturally and culturally, tothe town of Fairhaven. The care and upkeep
of the building, theextensive planning and careful execution of the sensitive
1968 addition, thegifts and stacks of circulated books within, all enphasize
the significance of the MIlicent Library.
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10, GECUH GL DATA

(Boundary description fromRegistry of Deeds) Beginning at the intersection

of Center Street and Wlliam Street, thence easterly 200 feet to the
intersection of Center Street with V@l nut Street, thence southerly about 152
feet toland of Julia Stoddard et al., thence westerly 45 feet 4 /2 inches to
the southwest corner of the forner Engine House Lot, thence still westerlyto
the sout heast corner of the former house lot of Levi M Show thence still
westerly about 100 feet tothe east line of Wlliam Street, thence northerly

150 feet t o the place of beginning.
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January 23, 1986

Ms. Valerie A Talmge, Exec. Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, MAOZ2116

Re: Millicent Library
Dear Ms. Tal mage:

The Board of Selectmen unani musly andstrongly endorse
the nomnation of theMillicent Libraryt othe National
Register of Historic Places.

The Millicent Library was given t othe Towmm as a menori al
to t hedaughter of thetown's benefactor, M. Henry Huttleston
Rogers. Thebuilding was designed by Charles Brighamas
all of theother Rogers' buildings.

At t hepresent time, the Town Hall andt he Fairhaven High
School have thedistinction of being ontheRegister and
this additional Rogers' building deserves no |ess.

Vé quote from the"Girl I ntheWndow' a story of the
Millicent Librarywritten by Mabel Hoyle Knipe:

" ... inthestyle of Italian Renaissance-rose steadily
during those exciting years of 1891-1892, andt he sidewalk
engineers gathered i nidle nmonents t owatch incredible progress,
Charles Brigham foremost American architect of hi sday, from
the Boston firm of Brigham and Spofford, was chosen t odraw
the plans. Norcross Brothers, therichest building firmi n
the country, was given orders t o usethebest of everything-
no defaced or discolored materials t obe tolerated; andthere
was t obe particular emphasis ontheartistic i nevery phase
of planning. Arthur Robinson, expert painter and finisher
of fine woods, hadcharge of al | painting, rubbing and staining.
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The basenment segment of t hewalls was nade of granite from
Norcross Brothers' Branbury quarries, theremainder of thebuild-
ing was constructed of Dedham granite, rock faced. Ornament ation
was effected by beautifully fashioned terra cotta wreaths and
garlands i na lum nour golden hue, while theroofs were tiled
in deep red; and gutters, conductors, finials and ridge rolls
were of copper.

Wthin thebuilding, there were sheathing, doors and door
casings of heavy oak, beautifully grained. Masterly carving of
sonme of this magnificent wood was spectacular. Mich of the
inside wall area was finished i nfine brick stencilled toa rich
and intricate pattern. There were perth Anboy fireplaces through-
out, and opposite Millicent's wi ndow, theroof flared toa
donmed | oftiness providing height forlater adjustment of book
galleries as need m ght demand.

The reading roomtotheright of themain entrance also
swept toa dramatic done broken by a semi-circular curve of lofty
wi ndow apertures providing excellent natural [ighting. St ai ned
glass gleamed i npanels over doorways, and a spectacular oriel-
window i nt helibrarian's room shimmered i nnmuted col or."

W feel that this descriptioncertainly enbodiesthe
distinctive characteristics of thetype of building that you are
| ooking fortobe recognized forthis great honor.

Your approval and endorsement would be gratefully appreciated,

‘e - S Very truly yours,

BOAR >, G- SEVLECTMEN

AST: s



FAI RHAVEN HI STORI CAL GOW SSI ON
FAI RHAVEN, NMASSACHUSETTS

REC 1D

February 25, 1985

National Register Editor :
Massachusetts Historical Conmmi ssion MSS HG. Qu.M.
80 Boyleston Street

Boston, M\ 02116

REE Millicent Library, Fairhaven, Massachusetts
Dear Sir:
VW& ar eenclosing t heconmpleted Nom nation form fortheMllicent

Library i nFairhaven Massachusetts. V& feel that thelibraryi s
both architecturally andhistorically significant and warrants
inclusion i n theNational Register of Historical Places. V& have
reviewed t henomination carefully and believe i tmeets thecriteria
of theNational Register Program for individual listings. VWare
hopeful your Comm ssion will concur.

Thank you for youconsiderationof this Nom nation.

Sincerely yours.

Chai rman, Fairhaven Historical Comm ssion
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Valerie A. Tamage

E.xecutive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

April 9, 1986

Carol Shul |

Nat i onal Register of Historic Places
Departnent of Interior

National Park Service

P O Box 37127

Vshi ngton, BOC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shul|:

Encl osed youwi |l find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

Fai rhaven, MLLI CENT LI BRARy, 45 Center Street

Lowel |, AAGS- ABRN H8E 722 E Merrinack Street

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState ReviewBoard and have been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Qnaners were notified
of pending State Rei vewBoard consideration30-75 days before t he
neeting and were affordedtheopﬁortunltyt ocoinent. Qiniientsre-
ceived t odate areattached t othe nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

AdlA N AlTMrmat—

Sarah Zinnernan _
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion

S/ dr

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



The Commonwealth of M assachusgtts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

E.xecutive Director

Sale Historic Preservation Officer

June 24, 1986

Carol Shull, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Dept. of the Interior

National Park Service

PQO Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull,

| amwriting tocorrect anerror nade i narecent listing to the
National Register of Historic Places. The Millicent Library, listed

on 05/15/86, i slocated at 45 Center Street i nFairhaven, |fessachusetts,
Bristol County. Hielisting indicated that thelibrary was i nBristol,
Massachusetts. Yotir attention t othis matter i sgreatly appreciated.

Si ncerely, iy M

Rfery Kate Saiipson
Preservation Planner
M assachusetts Historical Caimission

MKS/dr

JN 27 see

80 Boyldon Strest, Boston, Massachusatts 02116 (617) 727-8470



